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2. Agenda

1) Attendance.

2) IEEE patent policy:

http://standards.ieee.org/board/pat/pat-slideset.pdf

3) Approve the agenda.

4) Approve the minutes of the last call (on Feb. 28).

5) Review the working document, beginning with Table 73 of sub-clause 6.9. 

6) Other business.
3. Notes

1) George Vlantis substituting for Wendong Hu as chairman/secretary for the teleconference.

2) Recorded the attendance at 7:03PM ET.  Asked for any attendance updates at 8:02PM ET, and there were none.
3) A citation to the IEEE patent policy was provided with the announcement of the meeting.  When asked, no one notified the chairman that they were unfamiliar with the IEEE patent policy.

4) The agenda was approved as presented.

5) The minutes of the last teleconference call held on February 28 were approved.

6) Gerald confirmed that the current working document is v0.4.8 available in the private area.  Gerald referred us to the document “Section 696-new.doc” that was e-mailed to the 802.22 reflector on 29 Feb 2008 at approximately 9:30AM ET for the current revision to Table 73 of sub-clause 6.9.

7) In the discussion, Gerald confirmed that the “system clock” unit definition for the “Timing adjust” information element is still under discussion in the PHY “ad hoc”.  George pointed out that the range of the WRAN dictates that delays over the air can be multiple symbols.  It was agreed to make the “Length” field of “Timing Adjust” 16 bits to accommodate adjustments of several symbols.

8) Dave confirmed that the Action SuperFrame Number information element is needed.  There was no objection by the group to turn this field to light green in “Section 696-new.doc”, and as a consequence all of Table 73 is light green except the “Timing Adjust” information element.

9) This concludes sub-clause 6.9.6 and work continued on sub-clause 6.9.7 where we left off last week.  We had approved the introduction to 6.9.7 and sub-clause 6.9.7.1 “REG-REQ” and its corresponding Table 74.
10) There was no objection by the group to sub-clause 6.9.7.2 “REG-RSP” and there was no objection to approving the introductory paragraphs to 6.9.7.3 “Information Elements”.   Sub-clause 6.9.7 should be turned light green up (but not including) 6.9.7.3.1 “ARQ Parameters”.
11) When reviewing 6.9.7.3.1 “ARQ Parameters”, Gerald questioned the “Compound” nature of the “Value Field.  The group followed the reference to sub-clause 6.9.8.10.19 to understand the Compound information elements

12) In sub-clause 6.9.8.10.19 “ARQ IEs for ARQ-enabled Connections”, Gerald indicated he would change the timing granularity units in the “Value” Fields of Table 125, Table 126, Table 127, and Table 129 to be in units of 10 microseconds, using international conventions.

13) George noted a typo in Table 128 in “Order of delivery is not preserved”.
14) There was discussion on Table 130 of 6.9.8.10.19.8 “ARQ_BLOCK_SIZE”.  No one has a definitive understand why the Value is constrained to 1-2040 instead of 1-2048.  George presumed it was due to the 6-byte MAC header and optional CRC field.   Dave verified that the current text is a correct copy of 802.16d.  After the teleconference George researched 802.16e sub-clause 11.13.18.8 “ARQ_BLOCK_SIZE”, and discovered that this field has been changed to allow only the “Values”:  “16, 32, 64, 128, 256, 512 or 1024 Desired/Agreed size in bytes”.  Presumably, all other values are “Reserved”.
15) During the discussion of the ARQ sub-clauses, Winston questioned whether an ARQ feature is needed in the Base Standard.  At the end of the discussion Gerald made the suggestion that we tabulate questions that need to be escalated from the MAC “ad hoc” to the main Working Group.  It was decided to record the questions that require escalation in the minutes in bold font, and the MAC editor was chosen to collect the questions for the Orlando meeting.  Question for the WG:  Is the ARQ feature needed in the Base Standard?
16) George reminded the group that the Compound “Element ID” field is undefined as to how it is represented within the Information Element.  Dave noted that 802.16d does not give any guidance.  Dave also indicated that these Information Elements are used in at least two places in the 802.16d standard and in the 802.22 standard.  In 802.22, the ARQ Information elements are used in sub-clause 6.9.7.3.1 “ARQ Parameters” during the Registration Request/Reply process and in sub-clause 6.20.7 “Service Flow Creation.  We concluded that the first dotted pair of numbers (e.g [145/146].26) were to be used in conjunction with 6.20.7, which the second dotted pair of numbers (e.g. 1.26) were to be used in 6.9.7.3.1.  The only lingering questions that remained was:  How does one represent the dotted pair in the “Element ID” field of sub-clause 6.9.8.10.19?
17) Before returning to the parent sub-clause 6.9.7.3.1, it was agreed to turn all of sub-clause 6.9.8.10.19 to light green (with the corrections noted above) and to add Comment fields to the document with the Questions indicated in bold font above.
18) Returning to sub-clause 6.9.7.3.1 “ARQ Parameters”, it was agreed to turn this section to light green with the inclusion of a Comment corresponding to Winston’s question in bold in section 15) above.
19) We began the review of sub-clause 6.9.7.3.2 “CPE Management Support”.  After studying the introductory paragraph and Tables 77, 78, 79, 80, 81, Gerald commented that the introductory text is cumbersome and that the Information Elements are wasteful—they can be compressed into at most 3 bytes.  Dave confirmed that this section is a cut-and-paste of 802.16d.  It was agreed that the text was cumbersome.  George took an Action Item to verify whether this text is still current in 802.16e after the call.  George did the research, and the 802.16d Information Elements are not deprecated or amended, so the 802.16d version is current.

20) During the discussion it was discovered that Table 77 allows for the flexibility for a CPE to establish a separate logical connection (i.e. CID) for management.

21) During the discussion of Table 78 it became clear that this information element allows the CPE the flexibility to indicate whether the IP functions described in the introduction (i.e. IP management, IP connectivity, IP TOD protocol, SNMP, etc.) are supported.  The alternative denies a suitable IP stack (i.e. bridging only).  Gerald agreed to add a statement to the introductory sentence of sub-clause 6.9.7.3.3 “IP Management Mode”.
22) The other three sub-clauses 6.9.7.3.4 through 6.9.7.3.6 seemed more self-explanatory, but the teleconference was adjourned, due to impending PHY teleconference, without any changes to the colour of sub-clauses 6.9.7.3.2 through 6.9.7.3.6.  We can resume here at the next opportunity: 13 Mar 2008.
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