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Reference Model

Figure 1 shows high-level network architecture for the support of Media Independent Handover. Each PHY interface (1 through n) is connected to its own base station and associated network, either visited or home, and communicates to a handover server. A mobile station can access the server over any of the available access technology available to it. The network (functional) entities and interfaces are described in the following sections.

MIH Network Entities
· H-MIH: Media Independent Handover server in a home network - The home MIH server is the Media Independent Handover server managed by the home operator where the subscriber is provisioned and his/her service profile is maintained. The MIH server provides the static policies/information that helps the terminal make the proper network selection and handover decisions. Access to the MIH server is granted only after authentication through the AAA home server.

· V-MIH: MIH in a visited network. A visited MIH resides in a visited network. When a request for handover information is received from the terminal equipment in a visited network the V-MIH proxy the information to the subscriber home network. 

· B-MIH: MIH in a broker network - A broker MIH resides in a broker network. The broker network is an intermediate network between the visited and home network. There may be zero, one, or more broker networks between the visited and the home network. 

· MIH Database - The database in the home network where network and subscriber service profile information is stored. The database information may be integrated into the MIH server. It is not expected that the database will contain dynamic information related to a specific handover decision made in the terminal. Rather it contains static information like neighbors list at a particular location, new SLA list for terminal directory update or preferred SSID.
· Access Network: The terminal equipment can access multiple networks through its multiple radio and wireline interfaces. Access to the home network MIH server can be done through any of these interfaces.  Information to/from the MIH server is over IP protocol. 
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