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3.4.1 Loose coupling of 802.xx wireless networks

In a loosely-coupled approach the wireless IEEE networks can connects directly to the Internet, most likely through a gateway or edge router, and do not have any direct link to each other. Alternative loose couple mechanism can incorporate two different co-located radios at the user device or BS (e.g.802.11 and 802.16) sharing a common layer above their respective MAC layers. In this configuration the interface between layers 2 and layer 3 can be facilitated through similar layer 2+ algorithms that assist the upper layers determine the most appropriate access technology to serve a user at any given time.  The interaction of layer 2 and upper layers is governed by the conditions of the various links as measured and reported by each radio interface.  Through changing conditions of the serving radios, as reported by the PHY and the MAC layer of each interface, an upper layer can determine the best serving interface at any given point.  
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