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IEEE 802 
 hereby submits its Comments in the above-captioned Proceeding. 

IEEE 802, as a leading consensus-based industry standards body, produces standards for wireless networking devices, including wireless local area networks “WLANs”), wireless personal area networks (“WPANs”), and wireless metropolitan area networks (“Wireless MANs”). We appreciate the opportunity to provide these comments to the Commission.

introduction

1. On June 29, 2009 the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, under ET Docket 08-59, in which the Commission seeks comment on allocating spectrum and establishing service and technical rules for the operation of Medical Body Area Network (“MBAN”) systems using body sensor devices.

2.
The IEEE 802.15 WPAN Task Group 6 was formed to define a standard for Body Area Networks.  The scope, needs and objectives of the 802.15 Task Group 6 are defined in the group’s project authorization request (“PAR”) 
 and includes highly reliable, medical body area networks as proposed by the GEHC petition.  
3. IEEE 802 notes that the allocation of dedicated spectrum will benefit the utility of medical body area networks.  IEEE 802 further notes that such an allocation of spectrum will afford benefits to the efficient delivery of health care and the general public.

4. IEEE 802 recommends flexibility and technology neutrality in the technical rules to allow industry to develop appropriate access protocols to share the spectrum among MBAN systems.  
CONCLUSION

5.
IEEE 802 encourages the Commission to move expeditiously towards issuing final rules allocating spectrum for the operation of Medical Body Area Networks to enable the next generation of wireless medical devices and to realize benefit to the general public.
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