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Abstract

The Radio Regulatory Technical Advisory Group, 802.18, met with other IEEE 802 wireless groups, 802.11, 802.15, 802.19, and 802.20 at an interim meeting at the Raffles Plaza in Singapore, Singapore during the week of 15 September 2003 (The other wireless group of 802, 802.16 met in Denver Colorado 8-11September 2003.)

Network difficulties hampered access to the meeting file servers and to the RR-TAG web server, document distribution within the meeting group was done by USB flash cards.  Thirty one items were circulated from the Informal Docs file folder.  And, Mike Lynch provided information on Vista’s UWB waiver request.

Agenda items identified:

· Reply Comments to 5GHz NPRM 03-122 to respond to the 25 comments filed on the NPRM 

· Comment on the Vista UWB waiver identified in DA 03-2631

· Comment on RF Exposure NPRM ET 03-137

· Chair to post translation of Chinese rules on Wireless Authentication and Privacy Infrastructure (Members ONLY)

· Chair to post translation of ARBI T71 the Japanese RLAN rules  (Members ONLY)

Documents prepared and approve for submission to WGs and Executive Committee for submission:

18-03-0061-00-0000_802_Rep_Cmts_ET-03-122.doc – Reply comments to FCC to correct mis-statements made by others and to reinforce industry support of the agreements reached to gain Wireless Access System authorization at World Radiocommunication Conference 2003.

18-03-0057-00-0000_VISTA_UWB_Waiver_Rep_Cmts.doc – Comments on Vista’s waiver request for UWB operation in 1800-2800 MHz spectrum with peak powers in the 1-4 KW levels.

Objectives for November 2003 meeting:

· Comments to RF Exposure NPRM 03-137

· Comments on Part 2, 15 Modification NPRM ET-03-201

· And, other regulatory documents that have impact on IEEE 802 wireless system

Next scheduled meeting: 

9-14 November 2003

Hyatt Regency

Albuquerque, NM

The Radio Regulatory Technical Advisory Group, 802.18, met with other IEEE 802 wireless groups, 802.11, 802.15, 802.19, and 802.20 at an interim meeting at the Raffles Plaza in Singapore, Singapore during the week of 15 September 2003 (The other wireless group of 802, 802.16 met in Denver Colorado 8-11September 2003.)

The Chair, Carl Stevenson, calls the meeting to order at 10:45am Singapore time, following the joint plenary meeting with WGs 802.11, and 802.15 and the 802.18 Radio Regulatory Technical Advisory Group.

The RR-TAG start was delayed to allow the Chair to meet with  WG 15.3A  and recommend that they be cautious in release of IEEE internal documents to the press especially where they can be misinterpreted.  

 Quorum was met for the meeting.

 Difficulties with the network and server access prevented the Chair and the group from obtaining the session data that normally is available in the  IEEE 802.18 RR-TAGs Informal Docs file.  And, access to the outside world was very limited and downloads to/from the RR-TAG public website were not possible.  This turned out to be due to about a dozen users infected with worms creating significant traffic clogging the network.  Rules changes and practices are being developed to prevent future re-occurrences.  The group used flash cards to circulate the documents within the group.

Agenda items 

There were thirty one items in the Informal Docs file for the groups review, two of which were translations of recent national rule makings that impact RLANs.  During the review of documents, Mike Lynch provides information on the Curtiss Wright/Vista Controls (Vista) UWB waiver request that merits the groups attention.

 The first agenda item identified is -- Reply Comments to 5GHz NPRM 03-122 – twenty five comments were filed in response to the NPRM some of which need rebuttal or clarification of the RR-TAG position. The reply comments are the second opportunity for public comment to rebut initial comments made on the NPRM.  This is an opportunity to correct mis-statements made by the other commentors and/or strengthen positions presented in the initial series of comments.   The concern raised within the group was that some of the comments might be interpreted as industry attempting to circumvent the compromise position that led to obtaining 5GHz primary spectrum allocation at the World Radiocommunication Conference – 2003.

 The second agenda item identified is – Prepare comments to the Vista UWB waiver request that was announced in Public Notice DS 03-2631. Where Vista requests a Special Temporary Authorization and waiver request.  Document is available as Vista Waiverr1.doc alolng with comments that were filed in opposition to the request.  Reply Comments are due to the Commission by the 25th and the group felt that action was required on this document as well.

 The third agenda item identified is – Comments to RF Exposure NPRM 03-137 which evaluates the effect of RF exposure to humans, which has a due date at year’s end.  This task will be worked, if time permits since the due date is after the November meeting.

 The Chair had obtained two translations of national regulatory agency rules changes affecting RLANs, but has expressed concern on placing them on the session server, which will be open to the public.  As an alternative he will put documents on the server re-directing the reader to the RR-TAG’s members only file folder on the web site which is secure.  One document is the Chinese rules on WAPI (Wireless Authentication and Privacy Infrastructure), the other is ARBI T71 the current Japanese rules for RLANs.

18-03-0061-00-0000 Reply Comments to 5GHz NPRM 03-122

Chair had reviewed the initial comments made to the 5GHz NPRM and provided annotations of points for discussion in our development of our reply comments.  The group reviewed the individual comments along with the Chair’s annotations to formulate a reply comment.  There are three categories of comments:

More Power

More Spectrum

Delete DFS

The chair comments that we need to take a position such that the RLAN industry is seen, by the incumbent spectrum users (NTIA, DoD, and NASA), as being supportive of the compromise positions that were agreed to prior to and during WRC-03. These compromise agreements resulted in the US position/vote moving from a ‘NO’ vote to a ‘YES’ vote.   Some commenters issues were clearly out of scope of the NPRM and need to be addressed as such.

Meeting called into recess for lunch at 12:10pm until 1:00pm

RR-TAG resumes at 1:00pm 

18-03-0057-00-0000 Vista_UWB_Waiver_Reply_Comments

Mike Lynch reviews the Vista waiver petition with the group and voices concern that if approved this would significantly affect WLAN system deployment, and many other systems that operate in the adjacent spectrum.  Vista operates a 2.3GHz UWB system with peak power levels on the order of 1-4KW and bandwidths of 500-1000 MHz as a perimeter surveillance system for military customers and wants to sell it in other areas as homeland security devices and deploy it to protect nuclear and conventional power plants, airfield perimeters, petroleum fields and processing facilities, reservoirs, and other sensitive resources.

18-03-0061-00-0000 Reply Comments to 5GHz NPRM 03-122
Chair took his annotated comments and consolidated them into a single summary document as a starting point for our reply comment on 18-03-0061-00-0000 Reply Comments to 5GHz NPRM 03-122.  The group agrees with Chair’s summarization, the issues raised and that we need to reiterate industry support of the agreed on sharing requirements of power and DFS.

3:10 – 3:30pm Break and to relocate into Blundell room for the afternoon to accommodate WNGs need for additional space.

Chair reviews a press release from French Ministry of  Defence where the significant change allows indoor use of 2400-2483.5 MHz at 100 mW, and outdoor use of 2400-2454MHz at 100 mW, and at 10 mW for the 2454-2483.5 MHz.

Chair has received comments on new regulations for WLAN from Spain, but is not in position to provide authoritative comment until an official translation is obtained.

Evening homework issues

Chair takes the action item to polish the 5GHz comments for  preparation as a .18 filing.

Mike takes on task to prepare a RR-TAG draft as his homework assignment.

John to review the RF Exposure NPRM documents and determine the level of concern about them.

All are requested to review the data within Informal Docs folder. 

Meeting is in recess at 4:50pm until 8:00am Tuesday

Tuesday 16 Sep03

Meeting called to order at 8:45 

Network problems are still plaguing ability to access the server and external Internet connectivity.

18-03-0057-00-0000 Vista_UWB_Waiver_Reply_Comments

Mike has received e-mails that additional comments have been filed on VISTA and is attempting to obtain copies of them to use in formulation of our comments.  He is continuing to work on a draft reply comment for the group.

18-03-0061-00-0000 Reply Comments to 5GHz NPRM 03-122

Chair reports that he was not able to complete his comments on the 5GHz comments for the groups review.

Group works on the 5GHz reply comments and addresses the three issues of additional power, additional spectrum, and deletion of DFS/TPC requirement.  There is still concern that we need to address these issues as being individual requests and not industry consensus requests for rules changes and feels that we as an industry group needs to make a position statement.  After editing and final review a vote is called for:

Motion:  

To approve document 18-03-0061-00-0000_802_Rep_Cmts_ET-03-122.doc to be submitted as r0; to authorize the chair make necessary editorial and format changes; to make appropriate WG motions for approval; and to Submit for the five day EC review for approval for filing with FCC.

Motion: 
John Notor


Second: Yoram Solomon

Discussion: – none 

Any objections: – motion passes by unanimous consent

4:10pm

Chair to posts the document on the 802.11, and 802.15 WG servers and send out e-mails announcing the document availability for review at the mid week plenary sessions.  

Chair recommends recess for the evening at 4:15 until 8:00am Wednesday, and reminds the group to continue with their homework assignments.

Wednesday 17 Sept 03

Meeting convened at 7:55am  

Chair is making scheduled presentation to 802.11 WNG to provide status update from RR-TAG and WRC-03.  Vice-Chair conducts meeting in his absence.

Comments to RF Exposure NPRM 03-137

John reports taking notes from both ‘Motorola Analysis of RF Exposure NPRM’ and ‘RFExpoNPRM’ from Nortel and not finding any items of critical impact on WLANs that require immediate comments by the group.  He recommends that we need to study the document and prepare discussion point for the November meeting as the basis for preparation of comments at that meeting.  

18-03-0057-00-0000 Vista_UWB_Waiver_Reply_Comments

Mike Lynch presents comment documents on Vista filing:

  He presents the ATT filing in opposition to Vista’s request

Further he provides his draft comments for on line editing and review

Group continues discussion/editing of the draft comments.

10:00am, coffee break, the meeting will go into recess until 1:00pm to allow the Chair and Vice-chair to participate in 802.11/.15 mid-week plenary sessions to present:

· RR-TAG – 802.11 liaison report

· Motion to approve Reply Comments to 5GHz NPRM ET-03-122

Mike and John will work together to finalize the Vista comments.

Break for lunch

1:00pm re-convene the meeting

Information from the 802.11 mid week plenary – site of the March 04 plenary is in question due to the Hyatt Orlando going bankrupt, 802 Executive Secretary and Face to Face Events are working on an alternative site.

The 802.11 WG has prepared a press release announcing the final approval of the TGh supplement.  The group reviews/corrects some technical elements of the release and returns it to Brian Mathews.

Mike Lynch presents his draft of the Vista comments on the waiver request. The group does a on the fly editing session.  Chair to take the draft and put it into the proper format for voting and distribution.

Meeting is in recess at 3:50pm until 8:00am Thursday

Thursday 18 Sep
Meeting called to order at 8:05am

Chair presents the comments to VISTA UWB waiver request.

Discussion evolves over the calculations expressed in the draft, and attempts to resolve the VISTA numbers cannot be confirmed between Average and Peak power, taking into account the differences in BW and duty cycle.  Concern is voiced on using the data in our arguments against the proposal if we are not able to verify the data accuracy.  Chair arranges for representatives from WG 15.3 to meet with us at lunchtime to discuss the numbers.

Comments on Part 2, 15 Modification NPRM ET-03-201

John Notor reports that the NPRM FCC-03-223 is proposing changes to the rules that affect WLANs, WPANs and other unlicensed devices. It is looking at changes to: 15.247, antenna related definitions/measurements, the use of amplifiers, modulation measurement definitions, FH spectrum requirements/measurements, modular definitions/certifications, spectrum etiquette, deletion of STA, import conditions, and test lab accreditations.  Based on John’ review of the document the group agrees that there needs more intense scrutiny that possible within the available time. There is concern for timely comment preparation, given the 30 day comment period for the document.  As of the meeting time the NPRM had not been officially published, (starting the comment clock).  This has typically taken several weeks to months, but if it occurred early would place the comment deadline ahead of the November RR-TAG meeting.  A solution would be to call for a telecon meeting to discuss and develop comments for an e-mail distribution/review and subsequent approval.  Chair recommends that group members review the document after the meeting and be prepared to comment on it, the document is in the Informal Docs file within the ‘Modification of Part 2. and Part 15 NPRM’ folder.

Working lunch break called at 11:57am, UWB experts from WG 15.3a are expected to review VISTA data.

Experts from the UWB community review and validate the calculations that appear within the VISTA draft.  The group finalizes the draft and calls for a vote.

Motion:  

To approve document 18-03-0057-00-0000_VISTA_UWB_Waiver_Rep_Cmts.doc to be submitted as r0; to authorize the chair make necessary editorial and format changes; to make appropriate WG motions for approval; and to Submit for the five day EC review for approval for filing with FCC.

Motion: 
Bob Heile


Second:  Stuart Kerry

Discussion: – none 

Any objections: – motion passes by unanimous consent  3:25pm

Chair will present the motions to the 802.11 and .15 Working Groups for their approval at their Friday plenary meetings.

Objectives for the November meeting will be to address:

Comments to RF Exposure NPRM 03-137

Comments on Part 2, 15 Modification NPRM ET-03-201

And, other regulatory documents that have impact on IEEE 802 wireless systems

Next scheduled meeting: 

9-14 November 2003

Hyatt Regency

Albuquerque, NM

Meeting adjourned at 3:45pm

 Respectfully submitted, 

Denis  Kuwahara
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