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1.1.1.1 Contention-free period (CFP)
The CFP shall start on a slot boundary immediately following the CAP, and it shall complete before the end of the active portion of the superframe. Any allocated resource slot (ReS) shall be located within the CFP and occupy contiguous ReSs. The CFP shall therefore grow or shrink depending on the total length of all of the combined ReSs.
No transmissions within the CFP shall use a CSMA-CA contention mechanism to access the channel. A device PD transmitting in the CFP shall ensure that its transmissions are complete within one IFS period, as described in 1.1.1.2, before the end of its ReS.
1.1.1.2 Interframe spacing (IFS)
The MAC sublayer needs a finite amount of time to process data received by the PHY. To allow for this, two successive frames transmitted from a device PD shall be separated by at least an IFS period; if the first transmission requires an acknowledgment, the separation between the acknowledgment frame and the second transmission shall be at least an IFS period. The length of the IFS period is dependent on the size of the frame that has just been transmitted. Frames (i.e., MPDUs) of up to aMaxSIFSFrameSize (TBD) shall be followed by a short interframe space (SIFS) period of duration of at least macSIFSPeriod (TBD). Frames (i.e., MPDUs) with lengths greater than aMaxSIFSFrameSize (TBD) shall be followed by a long interframe spacing (LIFS) period of duration of at least macLIFSPeriod (TBD). These concepts are illustrated in Figure 1.
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Figure 1 —Interframe spacing
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