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China World Hotel, Beijing, China

May 16-21, 2010

Monday, 17 May 2010 – PM2 Session

04:00PM meeting was called to order by chair Raymond Krasinski.

Chair welcomes attendees to the new SG and walks through agenda for the meeting.

Ray presents “Group Opening Report” (15-10-0275) and asks for volunteer to be group secretary. No volunteer. Ray asks David Evans (Philips) to be the Secretary until another secretary can be found and he agrees.

MBAN has its own reflector, which is: STDS-802-15-MBAN@LISTSERV.IEEE.ORG

Ray mentioned to the group that the 802.18 (Regulatory TAG) is asking the various groups in 802 if they have any comments on the US FCC Mobile Broadband Plan. Since the FCC Mobile Broadband Plan mentions medical applications and also mentions the 2.36-2.4 GHz band it may make sense for SG MBAN to submit comments. If anyone has an opinion on this topic please post on the MBAN reflector.

Dave re-presented “Initiative to Enable 802.15.4 to Operate in the MBAN Spectrum” (15-10-0129-01) which was originally presented at the WNG0 group in the Orlando Plenary meeting.

Review of MBAN Draft PAR, DCN 802.15-10-0261-00-mban
Dave walks through the existing draft MBAN PAR document, which has been amended since the Orlando meeting with comments received at the Orlando meeting, through the MBAN reflector and via direct e-mails to the chair. 

Is MBAN open to multiple PHYs? It is a possibility but will be driven by the FCC draft rules which have not yet been released. The lack of draft rules from the FCC for MBAN is an issue for this group. It is difficult to define the parameters of the group and the scope without a set of draft rules to use as a basis. Draft rules were expected in May 2010 but have been delayed by the FCC. They are not expected before summer 2010.

There is a comment that the PAR should limit the scope of MBAN to 802.15.4 rev 2006 (2400 MHz). There is discussion and there is agreement that this would be a sensible limitation and the draft PAR will be updated to reflect this suggestion.

There is a question on the uniqueness of MBAN wrt TG6. What is the difference between these 2 efforts? There is significant discussion of this topic. One feature of MBAN is that it is limited to professional use and the devices are expected to be “licensed by rule” and bound to a specific medical facility.

What is the definition of a medical facility and a medical device? Does MBAN plan to define these terms? The expectation is that the FCC will define these terms and that the definition will be similar to the definition used in WMTS. MBAN will reflect the definition from the FCC.

There is some confusion about the 2 MBAN bands described in (15-10-0129-01). Ray makes clear that the described use of the upper 10 MHz for higher power home applications is a Philips proposal only. 

There is a question about whether is this amendment is for the MAC and/or PHY? This is potentially just a PHY amendment, but again, the FCC rules may require something of the MAC.

There is a recommendation by Ryuji that MBAN have discussions with the TG6 group during the Beijing meeting. Ray agrees to talk to the TG6 chair about making a progress report to TG6 but does not want to have MBAN discussions outside of the MBAN SG.

Ryuji recommends that at the next IEEE meeting in San Diego SG MBAN and TG6 have a joint meeting. There are no objections from the group. Ray agrees to speak to the chair of TG6 and ask if he agrees to a joint meeting in San Diego.

Ray recessed the session at 5:50PM.

Thursday, 20 May 2010 – PM2 Session

04:02PM meeting was called to order by chair Raymond Krasinski.

Ray presents FCC Rule Making Procedure, DCN 802.15-10-0276-00-mban. There were no questions or comments.
Review of MBAN Draft 5C, DCN 802.15-10-0261-00-mban
Dave goes through the 5C and there were several questions related to section 4 on Technical Feasibility:

What are the 15.4 versus 15.6 parameters? These should be presented at a future SG meeting.
How will coexistence between 15.4 and 15.6 be addressed? MBAN will work closely with 15.6 and take advice from 802.19 to create an appropriate coexistence document.
What is the channel width for 15.4? Nominally 5 MHz but it is possible that the full 5 MHz is not required. This aspect need further study.
Are there listen before talk (LBT) mechanisms? It is not known whether 15.4 uses LBT.
There was a comment on the usage in hospitals. The proposed American Society of Healthcare Engineers, license by rule ASHE key mechanism will apply to both 15.4 and 15.6.
Will there be additional MAC features, for example to assist low power? Yes, the 15.4e amendment will provides these.
Who is lobbying the FCC in respect of the MBAN rules? Philips and GE as separate individual companies.
Ray goes through the final report for the plenary, DCN 802.15-10-364-00-mban. There are no comments.
The meeting was recessed at 5:15PM
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