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1. Introduction

This is a document for the IEEE802.15.6 (Body Area Network) channel modeling subcommittee. This document provides recommendations of the channel modeling subcommittee of IEEE802.15.6. The models discussed generally characterize the path loss of BAN devices taking into account possible shadowing due to the human body or obstacles near the human body and postures of human body. 
The channel model is needed to evaluate the performance of different physical layer proposals. The main goal of these channel models is a fair comparison of different proposals. They are not intended to provide information of absolute performance in different environments or body postures. The number of available measurements on which the model can be based, in the frequency range of 
	Description
	Frequency Band
	

	Implant
	402-405 
	Kamran, Kamya

	Implant
	433
	Kamran, Kamya

	On-Body
	400 MHz
	Kamya

	On-Body
	600 MHz
	Kamya

	On-Body
	900MHz
	Kamya, Guido

	On-Body
	2.4 GHz
	Kamya, Dino, Noh, Guido

	On-Body
	3.1-10.6 GHz
	Kamya, Guido, Noh

	On-Body
	(HBC) 50 MHz
	Jung Hwan


Table 1: List of frequency band
2. Definitions & Overview
An important step in the development of a wireless body area network is the characterization of the electromagnetic wave propagation from devices that are close to or inside the human body. The complexity of the human tissues structure and body shape make it difficult to drive a simple path loss model for BAN. As the antennas for BAN applications are placed on or inside the body, the BAN channel model needs to take into account the influence of the body on the radio propagation.
For the purpose of this document, we define 3 types of nodes as follows:

1) Implant node: A node that is placed inside the human body. This could be immediately below the skin to further deeper inside the body tissue
2) Body Surface node: A node that is placed on the surface of the human skin or at most 2 centimeters away 

3) External node: A node that is not in contact with human skin (between a few centimeters and up to 5 meters away from the body) 

For body surface communication, the distance between the transmitting and receiving nodes shall consider the distance around the body if transmitter and receiver are not placed in the same side rather than straight line through the body. This allows creeping wave diffraction to be also considered. For external node communication, the distance between transmitter and receiver shall be from the body vicinity or inside body to 2 meters away. In some cases, the maximum range for medical device shall be 5 meters. 
The maximum power limitation for on-body medical device shall be TBD.
The maximum power limitation for MICS is [1], [2]:

· ETSI (European Telecommunications Standards Institute): The output power is set to a maximum of 25 uW ERP. 

· FCC & ITU-R: The output power is set to a maximum of 25 uW EIRP, which is ≈ 2.2 dB lower than the ERP level. 

· The 25 uW limit applies to the signal level outside of the body (total radiating system), which allows for implant power levels to be increased to compensate for body losses. 

Frequency band for implant devices (i.e. MICS) shall be 402-405 MHz as specified in [8]. Frequency band for other devices are TBD.

The structure of the channel model for scenarios involving body surface and implant is not similar. The channel model for implant device is fundamentally different.

3. Scenarios
From [9,6], a list of scenarios can be identified in which IEEE802.15.6 devices will be operating. These scenarios along with their description and frequency band are listed in Table 1. The scenarios are determined based on the location of the communicating nodes (i.e. implant, body surface and external). The scenarios are grouped into classes that can be represented by the same Channel Models (CM). 

	Scenario
	Description
	Frequency Band
	Channel Model

	S1
	Implant to Implant
	TBD
	CM1

	S2
	Implant to Body Surface
	402-405 MHz
	CM2

	S3
	Implant to External
	402-405 MHz
	CM2

	S4
	Body Surface to Body Surface (LOS)
	TBD (f1,… fn)
	CM3

	S5
	Body Surface to Body Surface (NLOS)
	TBD (f1,… fn)
	CM3

	S6
	Body Surface to External (LOS)
	TBD (f1,… fn)
	CM4

	S7
	Body Surface to External (NLOS)
	TBD (f1,… fn)
	CM4


Table 2: List of scenarios and their descriptions
The distance of external devices is considered to be a maximum of 5 meters.
Possible channel models described above are graphically displayed in Fig. 1. 
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Fig. 1: Possible communication links for Body Area Networking

4. Antenna Effect 

An antenna placed on the surface or inside a body will be heavily influenced by its surroundings [3].  The consequent changes in antenna pattern and other characteristics needs to be understood and accounted for during any propagation measurement campaign.

The form factor of an antenna will be highly dependent on the requirements of the application. For MICS applications, for example, a circular antenna may be suitable for a pacemaker implant, while a helix antenna may be required for a stent or urinary implant.  The form factor will affect the performance of the antenna and, the antenna performance will be very important to the overall system performance. Therefore, an antenna which has been designed with respect to the body tissues (or considered the effect of human body) shall be used for the channel model measurements [4].

The BAN antennas may be classified into two main groups [5]: 

· Electrical antennas, such as dipole 

Electrical antenna- typically generates large components of E-field normal to the tissues interface, which overheat the fat tissue. This is because boundary conditions require the normal E-field at the interface to be discontinuous by the ratio of the permittivities, and since fat has a lower permittivity than muscle, the E-field in the fat tissue is higher.
· Magnetic antennas, such as loop
Magnetic antenna produces an E-field mostly tangential to the tissues, which seem not to couple as strongly to the body as electrical antennas. Therefore, does not overheat the fat. 

There are antennas same as helical-coil, which is similar to a magnetic antenna in some respect, but its heating characteristics appear to be more like an electrical antenna. The strong E-field generated between the turns of coil is mainly responsible for tissue heating.

It should be noted that SAR in the near field of the transmitting antenna depends mainly on the H-field; however, SAR in the far field of the transmitting antenna depends mainly on the E-field. 

5. Electrical properties of body tissues
The human body is not an ideal medium for radio frequency wave transmission. It is partially conductive and consists of materials of different dielectric constants, thickness, and characteristic impedance. Therefore depending on the frequency of operation, the human body can lead to high losses caused by power absorption, central frequency shift, and radiation pattern destruction. The absorption effects vary in magnitude with both frequency of applied field and the characteristics of the tissue [10, 11, 12, 13].
6. Channel characterization

6.1. Model types
In all cases, two types of model may be generated:

· A theoretical or mathematical model

· An empirical model

A theoretical model may be traceable back to first principles and will permit precise modeling of a specific situation at radio link level.  It is intended for detailed exploration of, for example, the influence of body structures on antenna patterns.  It will require a detailed description of the propagation environment and is therefore probably not suitable for modeling of macro environments.

An empirical model may be traceable to an agreed set of propagation measurements and is intended to provide a convenient basis for statistical modeling of networks.  Compared to the theoretical model, the empirical model will use a greatly simplified description of the environment and, although statistically accurate at network level, will not be precise at link level.
Appropriate efforts will be made to ensure that the two sets of models are consistent with each other.

6.2. Path loss 

Unlike traditional wireless communications, the path loss for body area network system (on body applications), is both distance and frequency dependent. The frequency dependence of body tissues shall be considered.

The path loss model in dB between the transmitting and the receiving antenna as a function of the distance d based on the Friis formula in free space is described by [14, 15]:
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where PL0 is the path loss at a reference distance d0 which is set to TBD, and n is the path-loss exponent, TBD.  

The reference path loss near the antenna depends on the separation between the antenna and the body due to antenna mismatch. This mismatch indicates that a body-aware antenna design could improve system performance. 
The frequency dependent path loss is given by [7]:
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where Pr is received power, PTX is transmitted power, ηTX and ηRX are the efficiency of transmitting and receiving antennas, fc is the central frequency, and k is the frequency dependence coefficients.
In case of MICS, for only inside the body cavity, it is assumed that distance dependent path loss is negligible if device placed near to the body surface and only frequency dependent path loss with respect to the type of tissues (amount of absorption) shall be modeled. 
6.3. Shadowing 

Due to the variation in the surrounding of human body or even movement of body parts, the received power will be different from the mean value for a given distance as shown in equation (1). This phenomenon is called shadowing, reflects the path loss variation around the mean. The shadowing should be considered for stationary position of human as well as for the body movements.
When considering shadowing, the total path loss PL can be expressed by:
                                                                 
[image: image4.wmf]S

d

PL

PL

+

=

)

(

                                                   (3)
where PL(d) is expressed by the equation (1) and S represents the shadowing component.
6.3. Channel Model CM3 (Scenarios S4 and S5) for 900 MHz and 2.4 GHz ISM Band
The CM3 model is meant for scenario S4 (LOS Body Surface to Body surface) and scenario S5 (NLOS Body Surface to Body Surface). Figure 1 shows where the antennas are placed around the torso. 
[image: image5.emf]
Figure 1: Experiment setup: measurement locations around the torso (left figure) and along the torso (right figure)
All channel parameters are extracted from measurements performed in 3 planes separated by approximately 15cm along the vertical axis (see left part of Figure 1). In the middle of Figure 1, the receiver positions are shown for each plane. The transmitter is placed on the front, and the receivers are placed at distances of 10 – 45 cm in steps of 5 cm measured around the perimeter of the body.  The right part of Figure 1 shows where the antennas are placed for communication along the torso. The transmitter is worn at approximately shoulder height at one of two different positions. The receiver is placed directly below the transmitter at seven positions separated by 10 cm covering the range from the shoulder to the knees. To gather more measurement points, we repeat the procedure on the back of the body. 
LARGE SCALE FADING
At each antenna position on the body and at each location in the room, this attenuation is averaged over the 49 points on the measurement grid to yield the large scale pathloss variations. This averaging mostly removes the effect of small-scale fading due to small changes in the user position around the room. The path loss is shown in Figure 2
:
[image: image6.emf]
Figure 2: Measured pathloss around the body at 915 MHz and 2.4 GHz for CM3.
The horizontal axis is the distance between the antenna and receiver measured around the perimeter of the body. The circles and crosses correspond to measurements in the 2.45 GHz and 915 MHz band, respectively. For distances smaller than 30 cm, the energy is diffracted around the body. For distances greater than 30 cm, corresponding to propagation to the opposite side of the body, the path loss flattens due to energy received from nearby scatterers.
Four pathloss models have been tested against the measurement data, namely the standard indoor pathloss law, an exponential loss model for diffracted waves, a dual-slope exponential loss model and a combined exponential-linear saturation model. The latter model gives the best fit with the measurement data and can be expressed as:

[image: image7.emf]
This model represents the exponential decay with distance (expected with diffraction around a cylindrical body), followed by a flat saturation point due to energy received from multipath reflections off nearby scatterers. 
The parameters of the pathloss model are given by:

Table 1: Parameters of pathloss model
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The parameters are explained by :
· P0 is the average loss close to the antenna. It wil depend on the type of antenna. 

· M0 represents the average decay rate in dB/cm for the surface wave travelling around the perimeter of the body.

· P1 is the average attenuation of components in an indoor environment radiated away from the body and reflected back towards the receiving antenna.
· (p is the log-normal variance in dB around the average representing the variations measured at different body and room locations. This parameter will depend on variations in the body curvature, tissue properties and antenna radiation properties at different body locations.
FLAT SMALL-SCALE FADING
The small-scale fading has been characterized by fitting the received energies at  49 small-scale positions in each grid to Rayleigh, lognormal, Nakagami-m, and Ricean distributions using maximum-likelihood parameter estimates. For body perimeter distances less than 25 cm, Ricean distribution is best supported by the data overall. At 35 and 45 cm, the Rayleigh distribution is better supported by the data. 
The Ricean distribution is expressed in terms of a parameter K defined as the ratio of the specular component to the random multi-path component powers. When the receiver is moved away, the path loss P increases and the K-factor decreases. In fact, the Rayleigh distribution can be seen as a special case of the Ricean distribution with low K-factors.  The measurement data suggest a log-normally distributed K-factor, modeled as follows:

[image: image9.emf]
The parameters are explained by :

· K0 is the fit with measurement data for the K-factor for low pathloss

· mk is the slope of the linear correlation between pathloss and K-factor

· PdB is the pathloss in dB

· (k is the log-normal variance of the measured data between pathloss and K-factor

· nk is a unit mean and variance Gaussian random variable.

The parameters are given by:

Table 2: Parameters of small-scale fading model
[image: image10.emf]
FREQUENCY-SELECTIVE SMALL-SCALE FADING
The root mean square (rms) delay spread is the square root of the second central moment of a power delay profile. For narrowband systems, the delay spread provides a good indication of the potential for inter-symbol interference. 
The delay-spread are extracted from the cumulative density function (CDF) for antenna separations of 15 and 45 cm. 
The mean values of the delay spread are:

D = 15cm, 915MHz, trms mean = 3 ns
D = 15cm, 2.4 GHz,  trms mean = 6 ns

D = 45cm, 915MHz, trms mean = 9 ns

D = 45cm, 2.4 GHz, trms mean = 16ns

The worst case delay spread values (90 % confidence interval) are:
D = 15cm, 915MHz, trms 90%  = 5 ns

D = 15cm, 2.4 GHz,  trms 90% = 11 ns

D = 45cm, 915MHz, trms 90% = 15 ns

D = 45cm, 2.4 GHz, trms 90% =  22 ns

The measured delay spreads are on the order of a few tens of ns in the worst case. The delay spread can be modeled with a normal distribution. In general, the mean and variance increases with antenna separation. For the same antenna separation, the 915 MHz data has a lower delay spread than the 2.45 GHz data. This is expected as lower frequencies diffract more easily around the body. 
SUMMARY ISM 900 and 2.4 GHz Band:

A model has been developed of the pathloss, small-scale fading and rms delay spread based on well-known, computationally simple distributions. The pathloss follows an exponential decay around the perimeter of the body, which is consistent with diffraction around a cyclindrical shape. It flattens out for large distances due to the contribution of multipath components from the indoor environment. The small-scale fading is represented by a Ricean distribution with a K factor that decreases as the pathloss increases. The delay spread is normally distributed with a range of small values.
6.3. Channel Model CM3 (Scenarios S4 and S5) for 3-10 GHz UWB Band


Ultra Wideband (UWB) is a promising air interface for short-range coummunication matching the requirements of IEEE 802.15.6. Wideband models are more complex than narrowband models. The wideband nature will reveal multiple reflections in the channel. In this case, we must define the statistical properties of each resolvable component. Furthermore, individual multipath reflections can be spread out over time by frequency dependent antennas and scatterers. This results in a more complex power delay profile as well as correlation between the channel filter taps.
For communication between two sensors on the human body, transmitted signals can arrive at the receiver in 3 ways:

A) propagation through the body

B) diffraction around the body

C) reflections off of nearby scatterers and then back toward the body. 

In the 3 -10 GHz UWB band, the propagation though the body is negligible. Therefore, we concentrate on mechanisms B) and C).  Because of the complex nature of wideband propagation, we will divide the models in two parts:
1) UWB BAN channel model only (excluding environmental reflections)

2) Indoor UWB BAN channel model

UWB BAN CHANNEL MODEL
The UWB measurement campaign is taken a bit different than the ISM band study. The measurements are performed in 6 planes separated by 7 cm along the vertical axis of the torso. In Figure 3 (b) the planes are shown where the antennas are placed on the body. The receiver positions are marked with circles, while the transmitter position is marked with a box around the circle. The transmitter is always placed on the front of the body, and the receiver is placed at various positions on the torso at distances of 10-45 cm. To analyze variations in the radio channel around the body, the parameters are extracted separately in regions representing the “front”, “side”, and “back” of the body. 
[image: image11.emf]
Figure 3: Measurements around the torso (a) and along the front of the torso (b)
The front region corresponds to observations taken between 0 < d < 0.2m, the side region is between 0.2 < d < 0.4m, and the back region corresponds to 0.4 < d < 0.5 m. This does not apply to measurements taken along the front of the torso. 
The components excluding the surrounding reflections are measured (mechanism B only). The attenuation between each receiver/transmitter position is plotted in Figure 4. It is clear that the pathloss due to diffraction around the body is higher than the pathloss due to waves traveling along the body. 
[image: image12.emf]
Figure 4: Measured UWB pathloss along and around the torso for 5mm antenna-body separation
The pathloss is well modeled using the traditional empirical power decay law.  Compared with free space loss (n=2), the pathloss exponent near the body is much higher (n=6). A much lower exponent (n=3) is measured when the propagation is along the front rather than around the torso. The pathloss exponent does not depend significantly on the antenna-body separation because after the wave is radiated beyond the near field, it propagates independently from the source. 
Table 2: UWB pathloss parameters for different antenna-body separations.
[image: image13.emf]
A discrete-time impulse response model is chosen to model the distribution of energy over time.  A tapped delay line model provides a convenient representation of the channel. We define the body area tapped delay line FIR as follows:
[image: image14.emf]
We can obtain the taps of this model by recreating the energy distributions of each

bin extracted from the measurements. We have found that correlated Lognormal distributions

are better supported by our data overall regardless of the position of the receiver. This model is also consistent with the expected physical phenomenon of the received signal undergoing a large number of multiplicative effects.
An L element vector of correlated log-normal variables is generated, where L is the number of bins containing significant energy. L = 6 is sufficient on all sides of the body since the

average bin energy will decay by more than 20 dB after 3 ns (6 bins) in the worst case.

A column vector X  consisting of L uncorrelated, zero mean, unit variance normal variables. X is then post multiplied by the lower triangular Cholesky factorization of the covariance matrix (CdB) to introduce the correlation and variances. The L element column vector  of the mean energy in each bin (μdB) and the appropriate distance related pathloss (PdB) are then applied. This procedure can be summarized as follows:
[image: image15.emf]
where gdB is the L element vector of tap gains in decibels, and TdB is the L by

L Cholesky factorization of the covariance matrix extracted from the measurements.

Vector μdB is defined relative to the pathloss PdB(d).

A simplification is proposed to more compactly describe the channel. The vector μdB is replaced by two parameters, μdB  and γ, describing the mean energy in dB of the first bin and the decay rate in dB/ns respectively. One single variance is used to model all the bins. Correlation between adjacent bins only is taken into account. The last two simplifications allow us to replace the covariance matrix CdB by two parameters ρdB and σdB representing correlation between the adjacent bins and the standard deviation of each bin.
Using these simplifications, the body area propagation channel can now be described

with only four parameters given in Table 3.
Table 3: Simplified model parameters. The first column is for propagation along the front of torso, the last three columns are for propagation around the torso. Results are for an antenna-body separation of 5mm.
[image: image16.emf]
The parameters µ and σ are the lognormal mean and variance of the first time bin. Subsequent bins have approximately the same standard deviation, but a mean value that decays at a rate of γ dB/ns. Meaurements indicate significant correlation between adjacent bins given by ρ.

The following can be used to generate the L taps separated by our measurement

resolution of Δ = 0.5 ns having the specified correlation coefficient in adjacent taps:
[image: image17.emf]
This equation uses zero mean, unit variance, uncorrelated normal variables, nk, to

generate bk such that bk and bk-1 have the specified correlation coefficient. The appropriate

standard deviations and means are then added to generate gdBk, the gain in dB of tap k (k > 0). Finally, the result is converted to the linear domain to obtain the tapvalues for a specific channel realization of our tapped delay line model.

INDOOR UWB BAN CHANNEL MODEL
For indoor environments, both components diffracting around the body and components reflecting off of surrounding scatterers are observed at the receiver. To describe the complete channel, the correlated log-normal model of the previous section is used to describe the components diffracting around the body, and then additional components from the surrounding environment using a modified Saleh-Valenzuela model. 
Measurements are taken at several locations in a room. At each location, measurements are made at 49 points, arranged in a 7 x 7 square grid with 5 cm spacing.   
A complete body area channel model is proposed including both components diffracting around the body and reflecting off of nearby scatterers. The tapped delay line model representing the impulse response for band-limited communication systems due to reflections from nearby scatterers can be represented as
[image: image18.emf]
where glk and Φlk represent the magnitude and phase of the kth bin in the lth cluster.

To simplify our implementation, we round τl, the arrival time of the lth cluster, to the nearest tap ([.] indicates rounding). Unlike the original SV model, this equation represents a ”dense” model where every bin is assumed to contain significant energy. This approach better characterizes the more continuous channel responses observed during our analysis. We therefore only determine the arrival rate of clusters and not of individual rays.

The Weibull distribution with parameters α and β fits the distribution of the cluster inter-arrival times better than the originally proposed exponential distribution. Thus, the cluster arrival times can be generated from the following distribution:

[image: image19.emf]
Based on measurement results, cluster magnitudes arriving after the breakpoint, τbp = 40 ns, decay much faster and are small enough to be ignored. Because the transmitter and receiver are worn on the body and move together through the room, two prominent wall reflections arrive at the receiver at the same time regardless of the position of the body in the room. We therefore add two additional clusters at times T1 = 42 ns and T2 = 84 ns. These clusters are only observed with the receiver on the side and back of the body and represent the first and second reflections off the

front and back walls.

Like the original SV model, the average energy of clusters arriving before the breakpoint decay exponentially at a rate of Γ dB/ns and components within a cluster decay exponentially at a faster rate of γ dB/ns. We further introduce a Lognormal cluster fading with standard deviation σ to take into account the highly directive body-worn antennas as well as variations in the scattering properties of different objects in the room. The magnitude of deterministic wall reflections do not follow the same cluster decay trends. Instead, they are modeled as Lognormal variables having means μdB1 and µdB2 and standard deviations σdB1 and σdB2. Small-scale fading of

individual bins assumes a Lognormal distribution having a standard deviation of σgkl .

Taking all of this into account, the bin magnitudes are generated as follows:
[image: image20.emf]
The unit mean, unit variance, uncorrelated normal variables nl and nk are used to generate

the cluster and small-scale fading respectively. The bin phases (Φlk) are assumed

to be uniformly distributed and uncorrelated. All parameters are summarized in Table 4:
Table 4: Model parameters, office clusters
[image: image21.emf]
The power delay profile is normalized to unit energy and the wideband fading distribution (X) is enforced,  where X is a Lognormal variable with parameters μdBgtot and σdBgtot .

Longer delay spreads are observed on the back of the body compared with the front. Similarly, the reflected energy is spread out over more resolvable components on the back of the body compared with the front. Despite simplifications of the cluster shapes and small-scale fading distributions, the model matches the measured data closely validating our modeling approach.

If we assume that the reflections are uncorrelated with the components diffracting

around the body, then the complete tapped delay line model incorporating multipath

components both diffracting around the body and reflecting from the surrounding environments

is generated by adding together gbody(τ) and gref (τ).

[image: image22.emf]
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