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IEEE 802.15 Plenary Meeting – Session #53
Caribe Royal, Orlando, FL 
March 17, 2008

Monday, 17 March 2008
1:33 PM The chair, Bob Heile, called the meeting to order.

The chair asked for new attendees to raise their hands; 15 were present.

Announcements:

· Social on Wednesday at the hotel at 6:30 pm

Chair informed the group of, and displayed the IEEE-SA patent policy presentation slides 0-5 (http://standards.ieee.org/board/pat/pat-slideset.ppt).  

Chair displayed and read the standard IEEE Anti-Trust statement.
Chair asked the participants who wished to declare a Letter of Assurance or to identify patent claim(s)/patent application claim(s) and/or the holder of patent claim(s)/patent application claim(s) that the participant believes may be essential for any of the ongoing activities within the 802.15 WG, there were no responses from any participant.

Rick Alfvin stated the information (IEEE 802.15-08/118r0) on registration requirements and the network information.  Basic topics covered were:

· Registration requirements

· Network information

· Attendance sheets

· Voting Tokens

· Voting Rights

· Meeting Video Audio recording – not allowed

Future Sessions

· 11-16 May 2008 Hyatt Regency, Jacksonville, FL

· 13-18 July 2008, Hyatt Regency Denver, CO

· 7-12 Sep 2008, Hilton Waikoloa Village, Big Island, HI

· 9-14 Nov, 2008 Hyatt Regency Dallas, TX

· 18 – 24 Jan, 2009, either Macao or San Antonio

Chair presented the EC Meeting Report (IEEE 802.15-08-0134-00)
J Barr presented the Treasurer Report (IEEE 802.15-08/0110r0)

· Jan, 2007 - $136,876.51

· 14 March, 2008 - $222,547.51
· Additional funds remain in Face-to-Face Events account:
· F2F ≈ $26,195 (Jan08)

· Reserves:
· Meeting Expense Reserve - $248,742

· Taipei attendance: 368

· Net deficit $62,190
Review 802.15 Objectives, activities, and plans for this session

Voter Summary

· 141 voters

· 46 nearly

· 105 aspirants

Chair asked to have the WG approve the agenda (document IEEE 15-08-0100-03-0000).  Rick Alfvin moved to approve the agenda with James Gilb seconding the motion.  Following neither discussion nor objection the agenda was approved.
Rick Alfvin moved to approve the previous meeting minutes (document 15-08-038-01-0000) and Art Astrin seconding the motion. Following neither discussion nor objection the minutes were approved.

Task group reports follow:

Reed Fisher gave a TG3c review
· Comments arising from the review of preliminary draft have been resolved

Clint Powell gave TG4c review
· Preliminary draft of 4c has been released for early review

· This week will be spent on refining the draft

Phil Beecher gave TG4d

· Have received two final proposals going to baseline proposal
Pat Kinney gave TG4e

· six presentations on Tuesday

· Officer elections on Wednesday

Myung Lee gave a TG5 review
· Finishing comments from letter ballot
Arthur Astrin gave BAN TG review

· Several presentations resulting from call for applications
Pat Kinney on WNG

· 1 presentation:  Smart Grid Initiative
Mike McInnis gave RFID SG

· Hearing presentations this week
TerraHz IG by R Roberts

· Contributions on link budget, etc
VLC by Won

· Two presentations will be heard

· Tutorial tonight
Chair reviewed the liaison list.

802 PARs for comment and approval by 802 ExCom

· 4 - 5 PARs , generally housekeeping
· there were no participant comments on these PARs

March 2008 Officer Elections

· Bob Heile stated his intention to run again for Chair position

· Rick Alfvin and Pat Kinney stated their intention to run for the 802.15. 

· Motion to approve the slate of officers moved by James Gilb and seconded by Art Astrin.  Following no discussion, the vote was taken with the results of 53/1/1, the motion carries

· James Gilb will continue as WG Editor, Pat Kinney as Secretary, M McInnis as Secretary alternate, and John Barr as Treasurer.
2:35 PM The chair recessed the meeting
Wednesday, 19 Mar 2008

10:33 am Bob Heile, WG chair called the meeting to order.

WG Chair made announcements concerning social and logistics. 
10:34 BT liaison (08/130r0) by J Barr
802.18 status by J  Barr
· Coordination of IEEE wireless groups to ITU
802.19 by Liang Li

· No updates
802.15 TG3c by Reed Fisher

· Initial draft document has been reviewed and commented (66 comments)

· 18 comments resolved by conference calls

· Hope to go to letter ballot at end of week

TG4c by Clint Powell

· Will go to letter ballot after this week

10:45 TG4d by Phil Beecher

· Both proposers have agreed to compromise and merge

10:46 TG4e

· Categories of efforts are being defined and cross correlated with the proposed applications

· TG selected officers

· TG moved and approved that “ the WG chair appoint Pat Kinney as the chair for TG4e.

· Motion: that the WG affirms Pat Kinney as chair of TG4e; moved by Art Astrin and seconded by Clint Powell.

· Following neither discussion nor objection the motion carries with unanimous consent
TG5 status update by Myung Lee

· Resolved all technical comments (original ballot pool)

· Will go to recirculation after this week
10:51
TG6-BAN by Art Astrin

· Working on call for intent document

· Motion: to affirm Art Astrin as chair of TG6; moved by James Gilb and seconded by Ben Rolfe.

· Following neither discussion nor objection the motion carries with unanimous consent
10:55
RFID Study Group by M McInnis
· Scope will be broadened beyond 802.15.4
10:57 TerraHz by R Roberts
· Liaison to ITU regarding terahertz technology (08/172r0) has been drafted

· WG motion that the 802.15 WG approve the language in doc 08/172r0
· Moved by Rick Roberts and seconded by Mike McInnis

· Upon neither discussion nor objection the motion carries with unanimous consent 
WNG committee by P Kinney 
· WNG had no presentations on Monday, 

802.15.3 affirmation by J Gilb

· 94% affirmation with few “no” votes, respond to comments and recirculate with responses to comments, 10 day recirculation
11:09 VLC by Eun Tae (08/185r0)

· Conducted a well attended tutorial on Monday evening

· Interest group motion to become a study group passed with a vote of 22/2/2 

· WG motion to recommend to the 802 Executive Committee that we form a study group to draft a PAR and 5C on visible light communications
· moved by Eun Tae and seconded by James Gilb

· vote result was 65/0/2
11:15
Chair displayed the draft agenda for the Jacksonville meeting
11:16
WG chair recessed the meeting until Thursday evening.

WNG standing committee

11:20 WNG by George Flammer (Silver Springs)

Thursday, 20 March 2008

18:35 WG chair called the meeting to order

Chair reviewed the agenda.
18:37
802.19: no report

802.18 by B Heile: chair will vote against the letter since it doesn’t include all WGs

18:38 TG3c closing report by Reed Fisher (15-08-0205-00-003c)
18:46
conditional approval for 15.3 re-affirmation

· 5 comments from 4 disapproving voters

· 4 comments advocating withdraw due to failure to achieve broad market potential
· 106 ballots sent, 81 ballots received, 70 affirmative, 4 negative with comments, 1 w/o comments, 6 abstain
Comment resolutions are contained in doc 08/0193r0.  James read the comments and their resolutions to the meeting participants.

Motion: that the 802.15 WG approves the resolution of comments as noted in doc 08/193r0 was moved by Rick Alfvin and seconded by James Gilb. Upon neither discussion nor dissent the motion carries.

Motion that: the 802.15 WG requests the 802 EC grant conditional approval to forward 802.15.3-2003 to RevCom.
Moved by Pat Kinney, seconded by Rick Alvin; following no discussion the vote was taken with the results of 23/0/0.
18:58
Closing report for TG4c by C Powell (15-08-0210-00-004c)

Motion: that the 802.15 WG approves the draft amendment P802-15-4c-D2_Draft_Amendment.pdf to go to 1st letter ballot

Moved by C Powell and seconded by Phil Beecher.  Upon neither discussion nor dissent the motion carries by unanimous consent.
19:05
 Closing report for TG4d by P Beecher (15-08-0198-00-004d)


Closing report for TG4e by P Kinney (15-08-209-00-004e)

19:16
 TG5 closing report by Myung Lee (15-08-0195-00-0005)

Motion: Task Group 5 seeks Working Group approval to start a recirculation ballot based upon draft 15-08-201-00-005-d2P802-15-5_Draft_LB-comments-sheet-Compiled-r9.xls.
Moved by Myung Lee and seconded by R Alfvin.  

Upon neither discussion nor objection the motion carries by unanimous consent.

19:21 TG6 BAN closing report by Art Astrin (15-08-213-02-0006)
19:27
RFID IG by M McInnis (15-08-0204-00-rfid)

Motion: that the 802.15 WG seek approval extending the 802.15RFID Study Group through the July 2008 Plenary Meeting.

Moved by Mike McInnis and seconded by Rick Alfvin.  

 Upon no discussion the vote was taken with results of 28/0/0, the motion carries.

19:31
TerraHz by R Roberts

· IG’s decision is to remain an IG for additional time

19:32
VLC IG by Eun Tae (15-08-214-01-vlc)

19:36
 WNG by Pat Kinney

WNG had one presentation on Wednesday after the mid week plenary.  The meeting was devoted to the Smart Grid Initiative. 

19:39802.11n by James Gilb

802.11n has spent significant time on the last 3 comments on coexistence. They now have resolutions to these comments and will go to recirculation.

19:40
ZigBee liaison report by Bob Heile

ZigBee is focused on the 15.4 standard is driving Smart Energy and Commercial Building Applications applications in addition to Home Automation.  

19:41 ISA100 liaison report by Pat Kinney

ISA100 is slated to move its draft standard to WG letter ballot in April, with a committee vote in September.
19:48
AOB

Motion to adjourn was made by J Lampe, and seconded by J Gilb. Upon hearing no objection, the motion carries; the session is adjourned.
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Annex B

The IEEE-SA strongly recommends that at each WG meeting the chair or a designee:
· Show slides #1 through #5 of this presentation

· Advise the WG attendees that: 

· The IEEE’s patent policy is consistent with the ANSI patent policy and is described in Clause 6 of the IEEE-SA Standards Board Bylaws;

· Early identification of patent claims which may be essential for the use of standards under development is encouraged; 

· There may be Essential Patent Claims of which the IEEE is not aware. Additionally, neither the IEEE, the WG, nor the WG chair can ensure the accuracy or completeness of any assurance or whether any such assurance is, in fact, of a Patent Claim that is essential for the use of the standard under development.

· Instruct the WG Secretary to record in the minutes of the relevant WG meeting: 

· That the foregoing information was provided and the five slides were shown; 

· That the chair or designee provided an opportunity for participants to identify patent claim(s)/patent application claim(s) and/or the holder of patent claim(s)/patent application claim(s) that the participant believes may be essential for the use of that standard;

· Any responses that were given, specifically the patent claim(s)/patent application claim(s) and/or the holder of the patent claim(s)/patent application claim(s) that were identified (if any) and by whom.

· It is recommended that the WG chair review the guidance in the Standards Companion on inclusion of potential Essential Patent Claims by normative reference.

Note: WG includes Working Groups, Task Groups, and other standards-developing committees

· Highlights of the IEEE-SA Standards Board Bylaws on Patents in Standards
· Participants have a duty to tell the IEEE if they know (based on personal awareness) of potentially Essential Patent Claims they or their employer own

· Participants are encouraged to tell the IEEE if they know of potentially Essential Patent Claims owned by others

· This encouragement is particularly strong as the third party may not be a participant in the standards process
· Working Group required to request assurance

· Early assurance is encouraged

· Terms of assurance shall be either:

· Reasonable and nondiscriminatory, with or without monetary compensation; or,

· A statement of non-assertion of patent rights

· Assurances

· Shall be provided on the IEEE-SA Standards Board approved LOA form

· May optionally include not-to-exceed rates, terms, and conditions

· Shall not be circumvented through sale or transfer of patents

· Shall be brought to the attention of any future assignees or transferees

· Shall apply to Affiliates unless explicitly excluded

· Are irrevocable once submitted and accepted

· Shall be supplemented if Submitter becomes aware of other potential Essential Patent Claims

· A “Blanket Letter of Assurance” may be provided at the option of the patent holder

· A patent holder has no duty to perform a patent search

· Full policy available at http://standards.ieee.org/guides/bylaws/sect6-7.html#6

IEEE-SA Standards Board Bylaws on Patents in Standards

6.2  Policy


IEEE standards may be drafted in terms that include the use of Essential Patent Claims. If the IEEE receives notice that a [Proposed] IEEE Standard may require the use of a potential Essential Patent Claim, the IEEE shall request licensing assurance, on the IEEE Standards Board approved Letter of Assurance form, from the patent holder or patent applicant. The IEEE shall request this assurance without coercion.


The Submitter of the Letter of Assurance may, after Reasonable and Good Faith Inquiry, indicate it is not aware of any Patent Claims that the Submitter may own, control, or have the ability to license that might be or become Essential Patent Claims. If the patent holder or patent applicant provides an assurance, it should do so as soon as reasonably feasible in the standards development process. This assurance shall be provided prior to the Standards Board’s approval of the standard. This assurance shall be provided prior to a reaffirmation if the IEEE receives notice of a potential Essential Patent Claim after the standard’s approval or a prior reaffirmation. An asserted potential Essential Patent Claim for which an assurance cannot be obtained (e.g., a Letter of Assurance is not provided or the Letter of Assurance indicates that assurance is not being provided) shall be referred to the Patent Committee.


A Letter of Assurance shall be either:

a) A general disclaimer to the effect that the Submitter without conditions will not enforce any present or future Essential Patent Claims against any person or entity making, using, selling, offering to sell, importing, distributing, or implementing a compliant implementation of the standard; or

b) A statement that a license for a compliant implementation of the standard will be made available to an unrestricted number of applicants on a worldwide basis without compensation or under reasonable rates, with reasonable terms and conditions that are demonstrably free of any unfair discrimination. At its sole option, the Submitter may provide with its assurance any of the following: (i) a not-to-exceed license fee or rate commitment, (ii) a sample license agreement, or (iii) one or more material licensing terms.

Copies of an Accepted LOA may be provided to the working group, but shall not be discussed, at any standards working group meeting.

The Submitter and all Affiliates (other than those Affiliates excluded in a Letter of Assurance) shall not assign or otherwise transfer any rights in any Essential Patent Claims that are the subject of such Letter of Assurance that they hold, control, or have the ability to license with the intent of circumventing or negating any of the representations and commitments made in such Letter of Assurance.

The Submitter of a Letter of Assurance shall agree (a) to provide notice of a Letter of Assurance either through a Statement of Encumbrance or by binding any assignee or transferee to the terms of such Letter of Assurance; and (b) to require its assignee or transferee to (i) agree to similarly provide such notice and (ii) to bind its assignees or transferees to agree to provide such notice as described in (a) and (b).

This assurance shall apply to the Submitter and its Affiliates except those Affiliates the Submitter specifically excludes on the relevant Letter of Assurance.

If, after providing a Letter of Assurance to the IEEE, the Submitter becomes aware of additional Patent Claim(s) not already covered by an existing Letter of Assurance that are owned, controlled, or licensable by the Submitter that may be or become Essential Patent Claim(s) for the same IEEE Standard but are not the subject of an existing Letter of Assurance, then such Submitter shall submit a Letter of Assurance stating its position regarding enforcement or licensing of such Patent Claims. For the purposes of this commitment, the Submitter is deemed to be aware if any of the following individuals who are from, employed by, or otherwise represent the Submitter have personal knowledge of additional potential Essential Patent Claims, owned or controlled by the Submitter, related to a [Proposed] IEEE Standard and not already the subject of a previously submitted Letter of Assurance: (a) past or present participants in the development of the [Proposed] IEEE Standard, or (b) the individual executing the previously submitted Letter of Assurance.

The assurance is irrevocable once submitted and accepted and shall apply, at a minimum, from the date of the standard's approval to the date of the standard's withdrawal.

The IEEE is not responsible for identifying Essential Patent Claims for which a license may be required, for conducting inquiries into the legal validity or scope of those Patent Claims, or for determining whether any licensing terms or conditions are reasonable or non-discriminatory.

Nothing in this policy shall be interpreted as giving rise to a duty to conduct a patent search. No license is implied by the submission of a Letter of Assurance.

In order for IEEE’s patent policy to function efficiently, individuals participating in the standards development process: (a) shall inform the IEEE (or cause the IEEE to be informed) of the holder of any potential Essential Patent Claims of which they are personally aware and that are not already the subject of an existing Letter of Assurance, owned or controlled by the participant or the entity the participant is from, employed by, or otherwise represents; and (b) should inform the IEEE (or cause the IEEE to be informed) of any other holders of such potential Essential Patent Claims that are not already the subject of an existing Letter of Assurance.
Other Guidelines for IEEE WG Meetings
· All IEEE-SA standards meetings shall be conducted in compliance with all applicable laws, including antitrust and competition laws.

· Don’t discuss the interpretation, validity, or essentiality of patents/patent claims. 

· Don’t discuss specific license rates, terms, or conditions.

· Relative costs, including licensing costs of essential patent claims, of different technical approaches may be discussed in standards development meetings. 

· Technical considerations remain primary focus
· Don’t discuss fixing product prices, allocation of customers, or dividing sales markets.

· Don’t discuss the status or substance of ongoing or threatened litigation.

· Don’t be silent if inappropriate topics are discussed… do formally object.

---------------------------------------------------------------   

If you have questions, contact the IEEE-SA Standards Board Patent Committee Administrator at patcom@ieee.org or visit http://standards.ieee.org/board/pat/index.html 

See IEEE-SA Standards Board Operations Manual, clause 5.3.10 and “Promoting Competition and Innovation: What You Need to Know about the IEEE Standards Association's Antitrust and Competition Policy” for more details.

This slide set is available at http://standards.ieee.org/board/pat/pat-slideset.ppt






