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The Request
This email was forwared to PatCom on 2015-09-04

	From: Matthew Fischer [mailto:mfischer@broadcom.com] 
Sent: Friday, September 04, 2015 12:45 AM
To: Stephens, Adrian P; STDS-802-11@LISTSERV.IEEE.ORG
Subject: RE: Letter related to 802.11ah patents
Adrian,

I have a few questions, but first, a few statements of observation:

The observations:

I note in the database that the only LoA from CSR on file is from 2009 and refers to 802.11.

In the LoA database, there are other letters which refer specifically to 802.11ah.

The PAR for TGah was approved on 2010-10-04, which is after the filing date of the CSR LoA (March 3, 2009).

The questions:

1. Can an LoA filed on a specific date provide a legal assurance for subsequent developments within 802.11? For example, the CSR LoA was filed on March 3, 2009 and the 802.11ah PAR was not approved until October 4, 2010. Note that the LoA does not explicitly mention anything about future developments.

2. Is an LoA for 802.11 to be interpreted to cover all amendments of 802.11? I note that there are many LoAs which cover “802.11” and many others which cover specific amendments. Would an LoA that covers 802.11 only cover whatever happens to be defined as 802.11 at the time of the submittal of the LoA?

3. Is there any difference between having an LoA on file that uses the old LoA template vs the newer LoA template? In more blunt terms, is the back-adoption of the CSR LoA effectively a way to submit an LoA for 802.11 that does not adhere to the new LoA language?

4. To extend the concept of item 3 even farther, shouldn’t all existing LoAs be resubmitted with the new language?

Matthew Fischer
From: *** IEEE stds-802-11 List *** [mailto:STDS-802-11@ieee.org] On Behalf Of Stephens, Adrian P
Sent: Thursday, September 03, 2015 12:26 AM
To: STDS-802-11@LISTSERV.IEEE.ORG
Subject: [STDS-802-11] Letter related to 802.11ah patents

--- This message came from the IEEE 802.11 Working Group Reflector --- 

Dear 802.11 members,
I have uploaded https://mentor.ieee.org/802.11/dcn/15/11-15-1026-00-0000-communication-to-patcom-related-to-802-11ah.pdf,

which contains a letter to IEEE-SA’s patent committee (PatCom).

I believe this will have some bearing on the conduct of TGah during the Bangkok session.

Best Regards,

 

Adrian P STEPHENS

 




The response
Received 2015-09-15

Part of the message is removed because it related to a separate email from the WG Chair to clarify his duties.
	From: Dave Ringle …
Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2015 6:50 AM
To: Stephens, Adrian P
Subject: Questions RE: LoAs
Dear Adrian,
 
I am in receipt of a couple of recent emails from you in regards to LoAs.
 
Please note that the IEEE-SA patent policy is addressed by Clause 6 of the IEEE-SA Standards Board Bylaws (see http://standards.ieee.org/develop/policies/bylaws/sect6-7.html#6) and Subclause 6.3 of the IEEE-SA Standards Board Operations Manual (see http://standards.ieee.org/develop/policies/opman/sect6.html#6.3).
 
Accepted LoAs, Blanket LoAs, and applicability of LoAs are addressed within the patent policy and within the FAQs (see http://standards.ieee.org/faqs/patents.pdf).
 
…
 
On a related point, please note the following text from 6.2 of the SASB Bylaws, which applies to participants in the standards development process:
"In order for IEEE’s patent policy to function efficiently, individuals participating in the standards development process: (a) shall inform the IEEE (or cause the IEEE to be informed) of the holder of any potential Essential Patent Claims of which they are personally aware and that are not already the subject of an Accepted Letter of Assurance, that are owned or controlled by the participant or the entity the participant is from, employed by, or otherwise represents; and (b) should inform the IEEE (or cause the IEEE to be informed) of any other holders of potential Essential Patent Claims that are not already the subject of an Accepted Letter of Assurance."
 
I believe that you are already in receipt of the attached letter that was sent by Qualcomm (Fabian Gonell). That letter can be shared with the 802.11 WG and the .ah task group.
 
I have also had further communication with Mr. Gonell. Please share the following quotation from Mr. Gonell (on behalf of Qualcomm) with the 802.11 WG and the .ah task group:
"We believe that the March 6, 2009 LoA submitted by CSR is unquestionably (1) an Accepted LoA; (2) applicable to all revisions, amendments, editions or corrigendums of the 802.11 Standard, including 802.11ah."
Regards,
******************************************************************
David L. Ringle
Director, IEEE-SA Governance
IEEE Standards Association
445 Hoes Lane                              
Piscataway, NJ  08854-4141 USA
…
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This document contains a communication from the IEEE-SA Patent Committee (PatCom).
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