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To : Edgar Figueroa CEO Wi-Fi Alliance 
The intention of the IEEE 802.11 Infrastructure Service Discovery (ISD) Study Group (SG) is to produce a new MAC layer protocol that will enable devices to discover services within an infrastructure network prior to device association.  Several members of IEEE 802.11 are aware of complementary activity in the Wi-Fi Alliance and our goal is to add additional functionality without duplicating or disrupting existing Wi-Fi Alliance functions (e.g. within Wi-Fi Direct.)
Discussions in IEEE 802.11 ISD SG during January 2012 resulted in issuance of a previous liaison letter requesting information about Wi-Fi Alliance Wi-Fi Direct protocol (11-12-0138-00-0000-liaison-to-wfa-service-discovery-protocol-request.doc) which you graciously supplied to us.  Further discussion has continued and knowledgeable members have again suggested a further liaison that would be mutually beneficial.

The intention of the IEEE 802.11 ISD SG is to produce a MAC layer protocol that will enable devices to discover services within an infrastructure network prior to association.  It is envisaged that this protocol will be able to carry higher layer service discovery protocols.  It would be useful for IEEE 802.11 to receive feedback from the Wi-Fi Alliance groups: Hotspot 2.0, and Neighbor Awareness Networking, as to whether this type of protocol would be suitable as a building block for their work.

Specifically, IEEE 802.11 requests that these Wi-Fi Alliance groups consider the following questions:

· Can you characterize the use cases that the Wi-Fi Alliance is planning to address in relation to service discovery?

· What additional functionality would the Wi-Fi Alliance like to be defined in IEEE 802.11 to more easily enable service discovery?

For your reference, IEEE P802.11-2012 is the current version of the IEEE 802.11 Standard.
Please contact myself as chairman of the IEEE 802.11 Working Group together with the IEEE 802.11 ISD SG Chair, Stephen McCann, with any questions.

Best Regards,

Bruce Kraemer
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Abstract





This document is a liaison to Wi-Fi Alliance regarding an exchange of information about the intentions of the IEEE 802.11 Infrastructure Service Discovery Study Group (ISD SG.)
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