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Title: Continuing dialogue regarding IEEE 802.11u requirements

Purpose: To respond to comments and questions raised in liaison

Dear Lucy,
Thank you for your liaison response, dated 21st October 2005 (“packet24_015_reply_ls_to_ls_from_ieee802.11u_ic_194413.doc”), which we were delighted to receive.
Following our IEEE 802.11 meetings in January and March 2006, we are now in a position to provide you with some response comments to the question you raised in your liaison (
re-quoted in italics):
"Regarding R3N1, Our concerns relate to the implications of mechanisms planned to implement this requirement. Would these mechanisms cause/require APs to attempt to communicate with various Home Network backend servers before the STA joins to the BSS? And if so, what are the planned mechanisms to implement the communication?"

At the moment, no technical solutions to these requirements have been selected for IEEE 802.11u, but we are currently in the process of addressing this concern.  However, it does appear likely that no new negotiation protocol will be created. Existing signaling will be used where possible.  If this is not the case, further liaisons will be created to address any issues.

We would like to conclude by ensuring GSMA IREG that IEEE 802.11u appreciates any advice regarding their requirements.  To this end, IEEE 802.11u is currently engaged in many liaison exchanges with such organisations as yourself.  Indeed our goal is to allow the whole interworking community to harness the advantages of modifications to the IEEE 802.11 WLAN standard to allow improvements in performance.  It is our intention to send you a copy of the IEEE 802.11u draft proposal, once this has been compiled and approved.



1. 

2. 

We look forward to additional discussions, and invite you to send feedback and possibly attend future IEEE 802.11 face-to-face meetings to discuss this document, if so desired.  The next two IEEE 802.11 meetings are during the weeks of May 14th – 19th , 2006 (Jacksonville, Florida, USA) and July 16th – 21st, 2006 (San Diego, California, USA).


For your reference, ANSI/IEEE Std. 802.11(-1999, as amended by IEEE Std. 802.11a, IEEE Std. 802.11b, IEEE Std. 802.11b-COR1, IEEE Std. 802.11d, IEEE Std. 802.11g-2003, IEEE Std. 802.11h-2003, IEEE Std. 802.11i-2004, IEEE Std. 802.11j-2004 is the current version of the IEEE 802.11 Standard.

Please contact Stuart J. Kerry, IEEE 802.11 Working Group chair, together with Stephen McCann, IEEE 802.11u Task Group chair with any questions.

Best Regards,

Stuart J. Kerry

Contact information: 

Stuart J. Kerry

stuart.kerry@philips.com  

+1 408 474 7356

Stephen McCann

stephen.mccann@roke.co.uk
+44 1794 833341




Notice: This document has been prepared to assist IEEE 802.11. It is offered as a basis for discussion and is not binding on the contributing individual(s) or organization(s).  The material in this document is subject to change in form and content after further study. The contributor(s) reserve(s) the right to add, amend or withdraw material contained herein.
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Patent Policy and Procedures: The contributor is familiar with the IEEE 802 Patent Policy and Procedures <� HYPERLINK "http://%20ieee802.org/guides/bylaws/sb-bylaws.pdf" \t "_parent" �http:// ieee802.org/guides/bylaws/sb-bylaws.pdf�>, including the statement "IEEE standards may include the known use of patent(s), including patent applications, provided the IEEE receives assurance from the patent holder or applicant with respect to patents essential for compliance with both mandatory and optional portions of the standard."  Early disclosure to the Working Group of patent information that might be relevant to the standard is essential to reduce the possibility for delays in the development process and increase the likelihood that the draft publication will be approved for publication.  Please notify the Chair <� HYPERLINK "mailto:stuart.kerry@philips.com" \t "_parent" �stuart.kerry@philips.com�> as early as possible, in written or electronic form, if patented technology (or technology under patent application) might be incorporated into a draft standard being developed within the IEEE 802.11 Working Group. If you have questions, contact the IEEE Patent Committee Administrator at <� HYPERLINK "mailto:patcom@ieee.org" \t "_parent" �patcom@ieee.org�>.





Abstract


Liaison letter which addresses comments and questions received from GSMA IREG, originally regarding the requirements of IEEE 802.11 Task Group u (Interworking with External Networks.)


The IRTF MOBOPTS research group internet draft-ohba-mobopts-mpa-framework-00.txt specifically refers to the activities of IEEE 802.11u.  This document contains comments on the mpa (Media-Independent Pre-Authentication) Internet draft, developed by the IEEE 802.11u Task Group on behalf on the IEEE 802.11 Working Group.
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