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Wireless LAN standards body forms new groups to address Vehicular applications, Fast Roaming, and Mesh standardization 

IEEE 802.11 Task Group p, Task Group r, and Task Group s are approved by Executive Committee

PISCATAWAY, N.J., USA, xx March 2004 The IEEE 802 Executive Committee has given its approval today to the formation of three new IEEE 802.11 Task Groups.  These groups will address application areas with growing interest in the wireless industry worldwide.  Task group p has been formed to develop an amendment for use in Vehicular applications utilizing the Dedicated Short Range Communications standards established by the FCC and ANSI.  Task group r will address fast roaming which is especially important for real-time interactive applications such as voice-over-IP.  Task group s has been formed to create a standardized method for wireless LAN nodes to operate in a mesh network.


Task Group p will go by the name Wireless Access in Vehicular Environments, or WAVE, and will develop an amendment standardizing the use of IEEE P802.11-based technology for communication between fixed nodes and moving vehicle nodes as well as vehicle-to-vehicle links.


The Fast Roaming Task Group will seek to develop a standardized method for minimizing the time needed for a roaming wireless LAN unit to transition between base units.  This will be particularly important as time-sensitive applications such as wireless voice-over-IP (VOIP) become more widespread.


Task Group s will be working to develop a standard for “mesh” networking where data is passed between wireless units without any connection to a wired network.

"IEEE 802.11 is committed to creating standards for all aspects of wireless LAN operation worldwide", said Stuart J. Kerry, Chairman of the IEEE P802.11 standards committee.  "These new task group activities should help expand the usage of IEEE 802.11-based wireless systems into even more new application areas." added Kerry.  

Note the use of non-successive letter designations for these new Task Groups.  IEEE P802.11 will avoid the use of the letters l, o, q, and x due to the potential for mis-communication.

New Study Groups are also being formed for Wireless Interworking with External Networks(WIEN) and Wireless Network Management(WNM) to join the newly-formed Wireless Performance Prediction(WPP) Study Group.  These Study Groups are tasked with developing the documents and satisfying the IEEE 802 criteria for creation of new Task Groups.

IEEE 802.11 standards form a family of specifications that define how WLAN equipment should be produced so equipment from different manufacturers can work together.  The standards are developed by the IEEE 802.11 Working Group, which is sponsored by the IEEE 802 LAN/MAN Standards Committee of the IEEE Computer Society.  For further information, visit: http://www.ieee802.org.

About the IEEE Standards Association

The IEEE Standards Association, a globally recognized standards‑setting body, develops consensus standards through an open process that brings diverse parts of an industry together. These standards set specifications and procedures to ensure that products and services are fit for their purpose and perform as intended. The IEEE‑SA has a portfolio of more than 870 completed standards and more than 400 standards in development. Over 15,000 IEEE members worldwide belong to IEEE‑SA and voluntarily participate in standards activities. For further information on IEEE‑SA, visit: http://www.standards.ieee.org/.
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