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Abstract

This document contains draft text submitted for inclusion in the November 2003 802News website.

1 Draft text submitted for inclusion in the November 2003 802News website

The IEEE 802.11 Working Group for WLANs develops wireless communication standards comparable to wired-LAN Ethernet standards. It focuses on the interface among wireless clients and a base station or access point, as well as among wireless clients.

Two New Study Groups formed and two extended
Reflecting the continued worldwide interest in extending the IEEE 802.11 wireless LAN standard into new areas, the Working Group requested and the Executive Committee approved formation of two new Study Groups, ESS Mesh Networking and Wireless Performance Prediction. Also, the WAVE and Fast Roaming Study Groups were approved for extension.

QoS Amendment Sent to another Working Group Recirculation Ballot
TGe resolved comments from the recent working group letter ballot (LB59) and created a new draft version 6.0. This new draft will be submitted for a Working Group recirculation letter ballot scheduled to complete by December 20, 2003. Depending on the results, TGe will send it on for Sponsor Ballot or will prepare for another recirculation.

Security group gains approval for Sponsor Ballot
At the November meeting TGi completed their review and disposition of comments from their recent Working Group recirculation letter ballot and created a new draft 7.0. The IEEE P802 Executive Committee then approved 802.11i to go to Sponsor Ballot. 

Japan 4.9 GHz Amendment to be submitted for recirculation ballot
Those active in TGj have found concensus on their unresolved issues and are moving forward. At the Albuquerque meeting they reviewed proposals from Singapore meeting, adopted a new draft version 1.2, completed comment resolutions from the last letter ballot and obtained approval from the working group for a recirculation ballot. At the next meeting the group will resolve any comments from the recirculation and prepare for a sponsor ballot.

Radio Resources Measurement Group nearing a complete draft 
At the Albuquerque meeting in November the Radio Resource Measurement group made considerable progress. The group's accomplishments for the week included: MIBs approved, inclusion of 802.11h measurement mechanisms, SMT notifications approved, channel information in probe request, and PICS approved. The major areas of work remaining are Signal Quality Measures and Protection of Action Frames. These topics will be dealt with at between-meeting conference calls and during the next regular meeting. The primary objective for the next meeting is specification document cleanup and issuing a draft for a Working Group letter ballot.

IEEE 802.11m addresses interpretation request
The Maintenance group handled an interpretation request regarding the intended usage of Key Mapping keys. The interpretation was described in an output document to be sent through IEEE to the requestor. Additionally, various individuals in attendance assumed responsibility to address items from the Maintenance Group Work Items list. The group will review the status of those work items and address any new interpretation requests at the next meeting.

New 100Mbps Throughput Group completes Channel Model 
At the November Albuquerque meeting the High Throughput group continued laying the foundation for effective comparison of various proposals partly by using breakout Special Committees. The Channel Model Special Committee completed its work by producing the official 802.11n model and was dissolved. The Functional Requirements and Comparison Criteria (FRCC) Special Committee was formed. A draft Usage Models document was issued. At the next meeting the group expects to adopt an updated Usage Models document and also Functional Requirements and Comparison Criteria documents. At that point the comparison benchmarks are will be in place and the group's agreed-upon selection procedure calls for issuance of a call for proposals.

Publicity Committee addresses external communications 
The IEEE 802.11/802.15 Publicity Joint Standing Committee received reports from industry groups such as Wi-Fi Alliance, WiMedia Alliance, and Bluetooth SIG. A proposal for an IP pool was presented by Via Licensing. Also, external communication regarding international standards issues and references to IEEE 802.11 in public white papers was discussed.

Next-Generation Group proposes new study groups
The Wireless Next Generation Standing Committee continues to operate as a forum for presentations and discussion about forward-looking topics which, in some cases, become new Study Groups. At the Albuquerque meeting the group was very busy addressing proposals for new Study Groups (ESS Mesh Networking and Wireless Performance Prediction) and also getting updates from groups like the MMAC in Japan, the Radio Regulatory group, an update on Security maintenance. The group heard several presentations regarding Wireless Performance Prediction including approaches to testing, RF Performance Testing, Simulating Field Performance and Addressing End User Issues. The group also reviewed a presentation given to the FCC regarding the 4.9 GHz Petition, a presentation on Managed 802.11 Devices, and 3 presentations on Wireless Interworking. 

Fast Roaming Study Group updates PAR document 
The Fast Roaming Study Group continues to work on its Project Authorization Request (PAR) and 5 Criteria for becoming a Working Group. The group created new updates of these documents for review and expects to finalize them at the next meeting.

Vehicular group seeks to become official Working Group 
The Wireless Access for the Vehicular Environment (WAVE) Study Group received presentations which helped explain the relationship between WAVE and some of the related DSRC program groups (ASTM, ISO, IEEE P1609 & P1556 WGs). The bulk of the meeting was spent working on the Project Authorization Request (PAR) and 5 Criteria documents needed for the Study Group to become a Working Group.
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