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Wireless LAN standard amended to address government regulations

IEEE 802.11h defines rules to avoid interfering with other 5GHz band users

PISCATAWAY, N.J., USA, 19 September 2003 The IEEE 802 Executive Committee has given final approval to IEEE 802.11h.  This new amendment specifies standardized methods for WLAN products to meet regulatory requirements initially driven by European countries.  The regulations are intended to avoid interference with other wireless systems using frequency spectrum in or near the 5GHz band specified in IEEE standards.


Due to some wireless systems such as radars and satellite communication systems ground terminals operating in or near the 5GHz band used by IEEE 802.11a products, certain countries enacted regulations to avoid interference.  These regulations call for devices such as WLANs in these frequency bands to detect the presence of systems such as radars or satellite terminals and to accommodate them either by selecting another operating channel or reducing transmit power.  These regulations have since been adopted as a recommended practice worldwide.


IEEE 802.11h creates a standardized method for accomplishing these interference avoidance functions.  Now manufacturers have a specification to which they can refer so that their products which adhere to these regulations will interoperate with similarly equipped products from other manufacturers.


"IEEE 802.11 is committed to creating standards for all aspects of wireless LAN operation worldwide", said Stuart J. Kerry, Chairman of the IEEE P802.11 standards committee.  "This new amendment should help open up the 5GHz spectrum that has been closed to WLAN use in many countries concerned about interference issues." added Kerry.  

IEEE 802.11h amends the IEEE 802.11a Physical layer standard as well as the underlyins IEEE 802.11 MAC layer standard.

IEEE 802.11 standards form a family of specifications that define how WLAN equipment should be produced so equipment from different manufacturers can work together.  The standards are developed by the IEEE 802.11 Working Group, which is sponsored by the IEEE 802 LAN/MAN Standards Committee of the IEEE Computer Society.  For further information, visit: http://www.ieee802.org.
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