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GROUP FORMED TO DEVELOP NEXT-GENERATION WIRELESS LOCAL AREA NETWORK STANDARD

New Task Group IEEE 802.11n will extend 802.11 data rates beyond 100Mbps 

PISCATAWAY, N.J., USA, xx September 2003 The IEEE 802.11 Working Group for wireless local area network (WLAN) standards has formed the new Task Group, IEEE 802.11n, to develop a standard for WLANs with a data rate greater than or equal to 100Mbps (megabits per second).


The group was formed to address the increased bandwidth needs of Enterprise networks, Home networks, and WLAN "Hot spots".  Enterprise networks in office buildings and campuses of large organizations typically utilize 100Mbps wired network connections so IEEE 802.11n will seek to achieve parity for the WLAN connections.   Home networks will be required to carry multiple digital video data streams, plus music and other traffic.  WLAN hot spots, in airports, hotels, and cafe's, may be required to serve large numbers of simultaneous users.  The greater throughput of IEE 802.11n should allow a single hot spot to serve at least twice as many connections.

"A 100Mbps WLAN would have been considered impossible just a few short years ago,"

 said Stuart J. Kerry, IEEE 802.11 Working Group Chair. "but the market success of IEEE 802.11 WLANs has led to advancements in the technology which now make it technically feasible to address this market demand."

IEEE 802.11 standards form a family of specifications that define how WLAN equipment should be produced so equipment from different manufacturers can work together.  The standards are developed by the IEEE 802.11 Working Group, which is sponsored by the IEEE 802 LAN/MAN Standards Committee of the IEEE Computer Society.  For further information, visit: http://www.ieee802.org.

About the IEEE Standards Association

The IEEE Standards Association, a globally recognized standards‑setting body, develops consensus standards through an open process that brings diverse parts of an industry together. These standards set specifications and procedures to ensure that products and services are fit for their purpose and perform as intended. The IEEE‑SA has a portfolio of more than 870 completed standards and more than 400 standards in development. Over 15,000 IEEE members worldwide belong to IEEE‑SA and voluntarily participate in standards activities. For further information on IEEE‑SA, visit: http://www.standards.ieee.org/.
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