May 2003

doc.: IEEE 802.11-03/403r0

IEEE P802.11
Wireless LANs

Title

Date:
May 14, 2003
Author:
Bob O’Hara

Airespace, Inc.

110 Nortech Pkwy
                                                             San Jose, CA 95134

Phone: +1 408 635 2025

Fax: +1 408 941 0495

e-Mail: bob@airespace.com
Interpretation Number: 3-05/03 (802.11a channels)

Topic: 802.11a channel definitions

Relevant Clauses: 17.3.8.3.1, 17.3.8.3.2, 17.3.8.3

Classification: unambiguous
Interpretation Request

In IEEE Std. 802.11a-1999, 200 channels are defined, one each centered every 5 MHz from 5000 MHZ to 6000 MHz.  Yet only 12 of these channels are defined as legal and only in the US-NII radio bands.  How are legal channels defined for regulatory domains, other than the US?

Interpretation for IEEE std 802.11-1999 (reaffirmed 2003)
The standard defines as valid a set of only those channels for use in the US U-NII band.  See clause 17.3.8.3.3 for this definition.  It does not define how other sets of valid channels are defined.  Current work in both 802.11h and 802.11j are addressing this issue.  This item is being brought to the attention of the 802.11 working group for the possibility of action in a future revision or maintenance change.
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