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July 11, 2000, 10:30 AM

Introductions – Vic officiating

Objective
In response to Harold Teunissen’s presentation of Doc 00/192 at the 802.11 Plenary, this group was formed to further the discussion on Standards Convergence at 5GHz and identify appropriate actions.

Discussion on agenda

Motion to approve the agenda (see 2-5 below)

Stuart Kerry moves, Dave Skellern seconds

No discussion

passes 11/0/1

Relevant Documents: 

00/192 – One Global Standard for Wireless LANs? (Harold Teunissen and Jan Kruys, Lucent)

Oral presentation from Al Petrick re: WCA2000

Related, but undiscussed documents, to be presented at Plenaries Wed/Thur.

00/174 – 5-UP at 5GHz (Overview), Carl Temme, Atheros

00/175 – 5-UP at 5GHz (technical), Bill McFarland, Atheros

Agenda

2. Intro of Doc 00/192

3. Input from WCA2000 conference held yesterday

4. Discussion

5. Action

Agenda start:

2. Introduction/representation of doc 192

HaroldT presenting Doc 192 again (some missed it yesterday)

Noted that this has been presented to IEEE, but not yet to ETSI

StuartK is familiar with liaison procedures with ETSI BRAN; 

Vic has the official capacity of Regulatory Ombusman and already has had contact with ETSI through the activities of his Ad Hoc Regulatory group. 

StuartK also participates in ETSI BRAN

Someone mentioned that there are at least 3 meetings within the industry that are aimed at addressing the worldwide issue of multiple standards at 5GHz. (in addition to this one).

3. Input from a conference held yesterday – Al Petrick

WCA 2000 – Wireless Broadband conference

The audience consisted of users, service providers, and venture capital folks

One key topic of discussion concerned the desire for better coordination between IEEE and ETSI as well as coordination between the WLAN and WWAN communities in the 5GHz space.  They want the IEEE and ETSI to work more closely together.

Al mentioned that there had been a presentation on UMTS from Lucent – 

The gist was that WECA will embrace both 802.11b and .11a looking to converge with UMTS

They are aware of  802.11a not being allowed in Europe and it concerns them.

4. Discussion

IEEE/ETSI/MMAC Collaboration

Comment that there is a general feeling within ETSI BRAN that they need to be closer to the IEEE.  Sending letters back and forth hasn’t been effective and the liaison approach has not worked.  

Andy Gowans stated that joint meetings would be one approach toward accomplishing this.  BRAN is a newer forum under ETSI – perhaps a bit more flexible in their approach.  One issue to be worked if this is to take place is the bottom line sensitivities of ownership of specs and spectrum that are at the base of this.

AR: Dave Skellern – to draft a letter to address the questions of 1) getting 802.11a to be allowed in Europe, and 2) proposing convergence of the standards at 5GHz

There was a comment that these need to be separate letters.

Discussion… OK, two letters:

1) Address ETSI BRAN’s questions in response to original IEEE–SA query about allowing 802.11a as a member of the HiperLAN family (which would allow its use in Europe).

2) Propose working toward convergence on a single 5GHz standard.

Side comment: Naftali Chavat, Breezecom - They are inviting 802.16 to Israel for interim meeting this fall.  He suggested this might be a good venue for such a convergence meeting and opened the invitation.

Vic suggested that this group review and provide input to the ETSI letter that his Ad Hoc group has been working on this.  These letters will be discussed in the Regulatory Ad Hoc meeting Wednesday morning.

5. Action

Discussion on the preparation of the motion: 

How broadly do we want to define the “5GHz standards” that we want to converge?  Do we include MAN or not?

Straw poll on the wording: “LAN”, “LAN and MAN”, or a generic “wireless networking standard”.

LAN: 21

LAN and MAN: 1

Leave as is: 4

So proposed wording changes from “5GHz wireless networking standard” to “5GHz wireless LAN standard”, resulting in…

Motion: To prepare a letter to ETSI-BRAN and MMAC to propose a joint collaboration between ETSI-BRAN, MMAC, and IEEE 802.11 on the convergence towards a single global 5GHz wireless LAN standard.

Dennis Kuwahara moves, Steven Gray seconds

No discussion

Motion passes 15/0/0

Motion: To direct the chair of the Ad Hoc group and the editors of the letters to find a mechanism, by talking directly to the chair of ETSI BRAN at the July 2000 La Jolla meeting today, where IEEE 802.11 and ETSI BRAN can work together on the 5GHz globalization.

Stuart Kerry moves, Dennis Kuwahara seconds

No discussion

Motion passes 13/0/2

This Ad Hoc group is adjourned 

Continuation and approval in the Regulatory Ad Hoc group, Wed July 12, 8:30 Palatine B
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