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Comments were received from Roger Marks, Chair 802.16:

Having read the 802.11 MAC Enhancements PAR I have the following comment:

The scope of the PAR includes enhancing the 802.11 Medium Access Control (MAC) “to improve and manage Quality of Service, provide classes of service, and provide enhanced security and authentication mechanisms”

The purpose statement notes that the PAR is intended to “expand the application space for 802.11”. I am curious as to exactly what new applications you foresee for this new MAC. Unfortunately, the PAR and Five Criteria do not answer this question.

Given the features specified in the scope statement and the fact that 802.16 is providing many of these same features in a wireless network, it is certainly possible that the new PAR will lead to overlap with 802.16.

I suggest the following:

Suggestion 1: Modify the first sentence of the Purpose statement by adding the underlined word: “To enhance the current 802.11 MAC to expand support for LAN applications with Quality of Service requirements.

This change will be accepted.

Suggestion 2: Define the new application space enabled by the expanded MAC as means of clarifying the distinct identity of this new project.

Example applications include transport of voice, audio and video over 802.11 wireless networks, video conferencing, media stream distribution, enhanced security applications, and mobile and nomadic access applications.  

Suggestion 3: Add 802.16 to item 10b (IEEE Coordination requested by sponsor)

For reference, the text from the PAR Draft:

10. Proposed Coordination/Recommended Method of Coordination (Coordination is accomplished in any of the following three ways: 

Circulation of Drafts or Liaison Membership or Common Membership.)

US TAG JTC1 SCC


(Circulation of Drafts)

10a. Mandatory Coordination

SCC 10 (IEEE Dictionary) 


Circulation of Drafts

IEEE Staff Editorial Review


Circulation of Drafts 

SCC 14 (Quantities, Units, and Letter Symbols) 
Circulation of Drafts

10b. IEEE Coordination requested by Sponsor:

(Use additional page if necessary).  If you believe your project 

will require a Registration Authority, please list IEEE RAC 

(refer to Working Guide).

[    US TAG to JTC-1 SC6


(Circulation of Drafts)]

If coordination is not required, please attach an explanation.

10c. Additional Coordination Requested by Others.  (Leave blank.  This will be completed by the Standards Staff).

Resolution:

IEEE rules ( IEEE-SA Standards Board Working Guide for the Project Authorization Request (PAR) Form, clause 12, paragraph 2, version 3 December 1999) specify that 802 working groups are internally coordinated and should not be listed in a PAR’s section 10b. Therefore, 802.11 rejects this suggestion. 

Submission
page 2
Tim Godfrey, Choice Microsystems


