





Minutes: C37.59 WD Meeting 6 May 03	Pete Dwyer 			





- Attendance in the working group meeting was 25. The primary purpose of the meeting was to review and update a “punch list” for the next revision of C37.59.





- The first priority is to see how the standard ages such as any issues that must be interpreted by us or comments that evolve from its distribution as a standard. 





- The concept of conversions to reduce expenditures and increase reliability  will continue to expand.  There are many other switchgear devices which may be converted in the future and the standard should consider addressing as appropriate.. 


 


 - The addition of control or sensing devices to the primary voltage areas of switchgear which may have a long or short term effect on the dielectric capability and should be addressed. For instance direct attachments of fiber optics devices to the primary bus or “glow tube” type devices in the close proximity. It was mentioned that the IEC has significant documentation covering this subject. Mike Orosz to provide details.





- Some individuals in UL had specific concerns  about terms - Need specific suggestions from Paul Notarian. Note Paul’s comment: “During the WG meeting this week you asked what specific problem UL had with C37.59. I searched my archived email and found a message from 1997 that indicated the problem was with rebuilt circuit breakers.





I requested authorization to establish a category to cover MV replacement


circuit breakers. It was approved with the condition that the replacement


be a new circuit breaker that was modified to be used in an application


where the original replacement was no longer available. I was told not to


reference C37.59 for testing because of the reference in that document to


rebuilt circuit breakers.





I would assume that this position remains although the person involved in


that decision is retired and we have never issued a report covering a


replacement MV circuit breaker.”








- Bob Puckett indicated LV. Contactor conversions need specific references. A new standard now in generation C37.13.1 should be coordinated and referenced. This standard addresses fused contactors that can be made into an insertion unit for drawout gear. We need to be sure documents fit together. 





- Lots of discussion about latest content included relative to LV. G&Ts. Such a device must have a solid ground system - very critical for a LV  G&T. Nigel to check what is really going on in LV G&T in labs. C37.59-2000 includes this product, emphasizing some of the concerns although LV G&Ts are not defined by a separate standard. There is concern that the typical currents are so high, a LV G&T that a solid grounding system may be difficult although the references in C37.59-2000 are correct. If this product does not justify being included, it should be deleted in the future revisions. Tests that will help with this decision include: Will this section reduce the possibility of accidents? Are there products like this in the field or contemplated? It is noted that Low Voltage Switchgear Devices plans to write this chair recommending consideration to drop this section in the future revisions.





- Arc resistant switchgear – apparently a company in Canada does offer some kind of related conversion. This conversion practice should be studied to see if any future action is justified. There were concerns in the w/g that perhaps this subject is best left to C37.20.7.





- Albert Livshitz (16 Oct 02) brought up the subject that converters are now replacing low voltage breakers with the Schneider Master Pac line which are smaller. They keep the primary and control attachments and the “truck” but then mount the smaller breaker in place of the AK. Albert feels the standards do not clearly address how such a configuration should be design verified – he gives it the momentary and short time tests from other standards. There are several versions of this.


 


- There is a concern that “hybrid” circuit breakers are being installed in low voltage compartments. These may have additional racking provisions and connections in both the primary and secondary circuits. Albert feels that this concept is covered on MV circuit breakers in 6.1.5.1 but not on LV circuit breakers.





- We need to consider the addition of C37.48, concerning fuses, in the bibliography and also as part of the text of 6.3 regarding the addition of fuses.





- There is concern about grounding provisions for the newer solid state trip devices mounted perhaps on plastic shell breakers. 





- There is a typo –first line 6.1.9.2 word should be “conforming” not “confirming”





- It was suggested that perhaps an informatory bibliography be included to address standards changes which may be significant to a converter such as the changes from total current to symmetrical.
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