AESS Technical Operations Report to the Board of Governors

March 7-8, 2005

1.
Budget 

There are no expenses to date for Technical Operations.

2.
Technical Panel and Committee Reports

Technical Panels

Attachment 1 summarizes the present status of the technical panels.

Three (3) technical panels remain very active.

1. The Gyro and Accelerometer Panel remains very active under the leadership of Randy Curey. Refer to Attachments 1.C for Randy’s report. 

2. The Radar Panel remains very active under the leadership of Jim Day. 
Refer to Attachment 1.A for Jim’s report.

3. The Space Systems Panel remains very active under the leadership of Marina Ruggieri. Refer to Attachment 1.B for Marina’s report.

Bob Lyons, our new Associate VP of Technical Operations, has followed up with 
Glen Logan as far as his interest in continuing the activities of the Integrated Avionics Panel. Glen remains interested in serving as chair of this panel and is in the process of recruiting new members.

Unfortunately James Alpigini, the chair of the Formal Methods in Systems Design has resigned from the panel as he is leaving academia for industry. Jim Peters the former chair of this panel, has suggested that Dr. Sheela Ramanna of the Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering at the University of Manitoba as a new chair for this panel. I will be contacting Professor Ramanna to determine the interest in assuming the chair responsibilities for this panel. Refer to Attachment 1.D. These latter four attachments will be posted on the AESS Website.

Two (2) panels remain in the formative stage, Target Tracking & Sensor Fusion under the leadership of Dale Blair and System Engineering under the leadership of Paul Gartz.

Technical Committee & Council Representatives

Bob Lyons, our new Associate VP of Technical Operations, has collected the reports from some of the AESS representatives on the nine (9) technical committees and councils. Attachment 2 summarizes the present status of the technical committees. 

Refer to Attachments 2.A for International Affairs and 2.B for Nanotechnology.

Thanks to Bob for collecting these two reports that will be posted on the AESS website.

3.
Distinguished Lecturers Program

The activity of the Distinguished Lecturers program for the full years 1999 through 
2005 is summarized in Attachment 3. The latter 6-month period for 1998 is also shown. The average number of lectures per year over the 1999 through 2003 time frame has 
been ~ 8 with a peak in 2001 of 12 and a low of 6 in 1999. Last year the AESS sponsored seven (7) lectures. The locations of the various lectures are also included in the attachment.

For the current year 2005, Saj Durrani gave three (3) lectures in a lecture tour and William Ward has delivered one. So far one other is planned - it is early in the year.

Myron Kayton published an excellent article in the Systems Magazine discussing his lecture tour in Canada last fall. 

Saj has drafted an article discussing his lecture tour in India that will appear in a future issue of the Systems Magazine along with photos at the different locations. 

At the suggestion of Marina Ruggieri, Dr. Daniele Mortari submitted materials for the proposed lecture “Novel Orbits and Satellite Constellations” that was approved. Consequently Dr. Mortari has been added to the Distinguished Lecturer’s roster in the Systems Magazine. The list of lecturers was reorganized in the January, 2005 issue of the magazine to more efficiently present the multiple presentations that are offered by some of the lecturers.


Respectfully submitted,

Dr. Jim Huddle

Vice President - Technical Operations
