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1. meetings

Informal meeting held in conjunction with IEEE Radar 2004 conference in Toulouse, France (minutes attached).  

Next meeting of the RSP scheduled for 5/10/05 in conjunction with the IEEE Radar 2005 conference in Washington, DC.  Minutes will be supplied by end of May.  A top-level of the planned agenda is shown below:

· General Comments:

· Committee Reports – Conferences

· Conferences (Mark Davis, et. al.)

· Awards (Mike Wicks) 

· IEEE Radar Terminology Standards Update (Paul Hughes)

2. Committees

2.1. Conference Committee

Radar 2005 in Washington DC is on track for a busy week (week of May 9th).  A number of RSP members supported paper selection this fall electronically and/or with participation in the final paper selection meeting.

IEEE Radar Conference 2006 – the Syracuse / Mohawk Valley committee is meeting bi-monthly.  A contract has been signed with the hotel venue. 

2.2. Radar Education Committee

We continue to have a hole in our organization that we need fill.  

2.3. IEEE Radar Terminology Standards Update (Paul Hughes)

Paul has support from a number of sources.  Expect a full report at the May RSP meeting.  
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Notes on a meeting held on 21 October 2004 following the SEE RADAR 2004 conference, Toulouse, France.
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1. RADAR 2004, Toulouse

Marc Lesturgie gave a brief report. There had been 370 attendees, more than 310 submitted papers of which ~210 had been accepted, with representation from industry, universities and agencies. The 8 tutorials had attracted 150 registrants. The historical session had been a great success, as had the student prize competition.

There had been more than 100 offers of papers from China, of which under 40% had been accepted. Of these there were 6 no-shows, which was reckoned to be good.

2. RADAR 2005 conference

Mark Davis reported that 340 offers of papers (extended abstracts) had been received, and would be sent out very shortly for reviewing. The deadline had been extended by two weeks, and many abstracts had come in at the last minute.

The student paper competition is being organized by Bill Melvin. Student grants will be open to non-US attendees. As at RADAR 2000, the best one or two student posters will also be invited to make a presentation at one of the lunches.

Iram Weinstein reported some teething trouble in the past with web-based reviewing, and suggested that the Panel might develop or acquire a package to do this. Another approach might be to pay a university or service to do this for each conference. It was agreed to report to the Panel meeting at the RADAR 2005 conference on how this had worked for RADAR 2005, and to consider further at that point. It was also proposed that a discussion on ‘lessons learned for conferences – both administratively and financially’ (which would subsume this item) should be included in the agenda for that Panel meeting.

Alfonso Farina and Hugh Griffiths reported that Bob Hill had asked them to obtain a video greeting from an appropriate national figure in each of their countries for the RADAR 2005 opening ceremony, and that these were in hand. Bob had also requested video greetings from a number of other countries.

3. Other recent and future conferences

The EUSAR 2004 conference in Ulm, Germany, had attracted over 400 attendees.

Herman Rohling reported that the next IRS would take place in Berlin in September 2005. Earlier this year the IRS conference had been held in Warsaw, Poland, as part of the MIKON Microwave Week, and there had been some 170 participants with many contributions from Russia and Ukraine. A report on the conference would be published soon in the AES magazine.

The EURAD 2005 conference will take place in Paris in October 2005 as part of the Microwave Week.

Hugh Griffiths noted that the first conference CSAR (Chinese conference on SAR) had been held in Hefei, China in December 2003, and that he, Bob Hill and Henri Maitre (from ENST in Paris) had attended. It was anticipated that this conference should be held every two years, to interface with the EUSAR conferences in Europe.

Mark Davis gave a brief summary of arrangements for the IEEE 2006 Radar Conference, to be held at the Turning Stone resort, Oneida, NY, 20–22 April 2006. This venue had been used very successfully for the Waveform Diversity Workshop in February 2004, and new accommodation facilities are presently being added.

Hermann Rohling noted that the MIKON Microwave Week would take place in Poland in May 2006, with the IRS conference in Krakow.

The RADAR 2006 conference will take place in China (Shanghai ?) in the fall of 2006, and it is expected that an announcement should be made soon.

Piet van Genderen noted that the Microwave Week will take place in Manchester, UK, in October 2006. He stated that in his opinion the increase in the number of radar conferences being held did not detract greatly from the attendance or quality of papers of other such conferences, though others were not so convinced.

Eli Brookner distributed a first announcement of the IEEE 2007 Radar Conference, to be held at the Westin Hotel, Boston, MA, in May 2007.

Chris Baker and Hugh Griffiths affirmed the intention to hold the RADAR 2007 conference in the UK in the fall of 2007.

Don Sinnott announced the intention to hold the second Australian International Conference, RADAR 2008, in Australia in early September 2008. He asked for views on whether Adelaide was the most appropriate venue or whether they might consider another city. Those who had been at the Adelaide conference in 2003 stated a fairly unanimous preference for Adelaide.

Alfonso Farina and Pierfrancesco Lombardo made a detailed presentation proposing to hold a radar conference in Italy in 2008, possibly in late October. They stated that this should be a one-off, and thus not join the cycle of international conferences. Don Sinnott stated that the near collision of dates (with the RADAR 2008 conference) was a real concern, and all agreed that if the proposal were to go ahead the interval between the proposed conference and the Australian conference should be as great as possible.. The overall feeling of the meeting was one of cautious support for the proposal.

Bob Hill had requested that any decision on this should be deferred to the Panel Meeting at the RADAR 2005 conference in May 2005.

4. Any other business

Mark Davis expressed his compliments on the high technical standard and the excellent organization of the RADAR 2004 conference, which were warmly endorsed by all present.

