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MEMORANDUM

To:
AESS Board of Governors

From:
Edward K. Reedy


Vice President for Publications

Subject:
Vice President for Publications Report for Spring 2002 Meeting


(Plans Conference, Palm Springs, California)

Date:
April 18, 2002

1. General
The transition from outgoing VP of Publications George Friedman, to myself proceeded smoothly with no apparent hitches.  I assumed full responsibility on 1 January 2002.  One of my first actions in consultation with President Russ Lefevre was to appoint Joel Walker as Associate Vice President for Publications.  Joel and I have agreed to split the VP Publications responsibilities a little differently than in the past.  I will have overall responsibility for this area and will concentrate on the Transactions, while Joel has oversight responsibility for the Systems magazine.  One of Joel’s first initiatives will be a review of all aspects of the Systems magazine operations (in conjunction with Editor-in-Chief Ron Schroer, and others).  Joel has already initiated this effort, and I am sure would welcome ideas and suggestions.

I also would welcome comments, ideas and suggestions on how AESS can continue to improve our publications services and serve our membership better.

2. Administrative Editor Report
See Attachment 1 for complete report from Dave Dobson, Administrative Editor for both the Systems magazine, and the Transactions.  Dave continues to reduce the time from completion of editor’s review to publication of article in the Transactions (now 8 months or less).  Total page count for the Transactions this year will be 1504 versus the budget number of 1500.

Systems magazine still suffers from late submissions of announcements, calls for papers, nominations, etc.  We need to reinforce the need for timely submission of this material.

3. Transactions
Dr. Dale Blair, Editor-in-Chief of the Transactions, continues to complete the roster of Associate Editors for specific technical areas of interest.  Target Tracking and Multisensor Systems and Radar Systems are our most demanding areas in that we receive 80 to 100 new manuscripts per year in each of these areas.  In order to improve the timeliness of the review process, Dr. Blair has appointed two Associate Editors for those areas.  Dr. Pierfrancesco Lombardo, University of Rome, was appointed as the Associate Editor for Radar Systems and Thai Kirubarajan, McMaster University, as Associate Editor for Target Tracking and Multisensor Systems.

Dr. Blair plans also in the next few days to appoint Dr. Robert Michelson, Georgia Tech Research Institute, as Editor for Robotic Systems and Dr. Myron Kayton, Editor for Avionics Systems.  He also is talking with Lance Kaplan about an appointment as Associate Editor-in-Chief.  Lance and Dr. Blair are planning to investigate the development of an electronic submission/review process for the transactions.

4. Systems Magazine

As indicated above, under Joel Walker’s leadership, we are undertaking a complete review of the Systems magazine.  Format, style, and content continue to be the focus of Ron Schroer’s efforts as we respond to the IEEE Publications Review Committee’s recommendations for last year.  Ron is soliciting quality and timely submissions of technical articles, news items, etc. for publication in the magazine.

Systems was submitted to STC judging in Washington, DC and received two awards.  This was before the general upgrade begun last year.

The STC Awards were:


Scholarly/Professional Journals – Oct-Dec 2000 issues; Award of Merit


Cover Art – February 2001 issue; Merit

Some excerpts from reviewers will be read at the Board meeting.

We believe the Systems magazine has been substantially improved in both appearance and content over the past several months.  However several needs remain:

1) More writing participation by VPs and BoG members

2) Identification of appropriate cover art, etc.

3) Conference paper authors provide applicable cover art

4) Help to enhance appearance and content will also be appreciated
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