George McClure

Region 3 Director-Elect

Candidacy Statement

I believe that I have the breadth of experience and knowledge of the Institute to address effectively the problems that we face today and in the near future – career viability, high unemployment, limited resources, effective use of technology for homeland security and the continuing competition we face for the time of our volunteers.  It is a stressful period, but one where demonstrating the value of IEEE membership will pay off in both member retention, corporate involvement, and public benefit.

Today, the old phrase, “enlightened self-interest”, has been turned into “the value proposition”.  But both mean the same thing: there has to be value derived from something if people are to be willing to put their time and talents into it.  We have to make the best use of the time and talents of our volunteers in providing benefits, both for the members and the community, if they are to continue to find IEEE worthwhile.

We face financial constraints on the Institute, where net assets have fallen significantly in the past three years.  But that is a challenge to us to work more efficiently – to do more with less, while continuing to deliver the products and services our members pay their dues for.  E-conferencing, Virtual Communities, and the just-starting ad hoc video teleconferencing, using the Internet, all are ways to stretch our dollars while still communicating fully.  Region 3 has been at the forefront of these innovations in the past, and likely will be a pace setter in the future.

Where does George McClure fit into the picture?  Most of my old friends in the region know me from my service chairing the Orlando Section and the Florida Council.  Later, I came to know more of you through serving as PACE coordinator for the region, winning a regional leadership award in 1988 for an IEEE video I produced, “The Impact of the Tax Reform Act of 1986 on the Working Engineer.”   For the past five years, I have organized PACE leadership training for Region 3 . 

 In technical activities, I have served as president of the IEEE Vehicular Technology Society, as organizer for several technical conferences, as a Transactions editor, and currently as society treasurer.  In Corporate activities, I have served on the Insurance Committee, and chaired both the Member Conduct Committee and the Individual Benefits & Services Committee.

In professional activities for IEEE-USA, I have chaired the Pensions Committee and the Engineering Employment Benefits Committee, organized the program for several PACE Conferences, and served on the board for United States Activities as chair for the Career Activities Council.  More recently, I have been serving as editor for Technology Policy, as a member of the Communications Committee, and as chair of the Career & Workforce Policy Committee.

Outside IEEE, I have served on the Joint Telecommunications Advisory Committee (JTAC), and as chair of the Engineers & Scientists Joint Committee on Pensions, for the American Association of Engineering Societies.

A Florida native, I received my bachelor’s and master’s degrees in engineering from the University of Florida.  I was fortunate to return home after Navy service to begin my career in industry, first with Radiation, Inc. and then with the Glenn L. Martin Company (later Martin Marietta and now Lockheed Martin), which had then recently built a plant in Orlando to produce the Pershing missile.  My interest in communications led me to their field army mobile communications design group, which later produced commercial cellular telephone switching and digital microwave and pager systems.

Elected Fellow of IEEE for my work in efficient radio spectrum utilization, I wrote two patents awarded in cellular systems engineering and edited a book for IEEE Press,  “Land Mobile Communications Systems Engineering”.  Volume 2 is in the planning stages now.

For my work with IEEE-USA, I was awarded the “Distinguished Contributions to Engineering Professionalism,” their highest award.

Having worked as a design engineer, a systems engineer, a technical director, a research & technology manager, a program manager and an engineering department manager, I have experienced and appreciated all aspects of an engineering career.

I believe that the most important role IEEE can play is to aid its members in pursuing their careers – by disseminating technical information and standards, encouraging good technology  and career policy in lawmaking, fostering continuing education, networking through its meetings, and smoothing the path for those who follow.

With your vote and support, I will help Region 3 stay at the forefront in innovation and reputation, while promoting the careers of its members.

