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MESSAGE FROM MARIO GONZALEZ, CHAIR, IEEE/EAB ACCREDITATION POLICY COUNCIL
Dear IEEE Colleagues,

Accreditation plays an important role in the improvement of the quality of engineering education.  My purpose in sending you this note in my role as chair of the IEEE/EAB Accreditation Policy Council is twofold.  The first is to highlight the importance of the key component in the accreditation process: the program evaluators who visit campuses as part of a team and provide recommended accreditation actions to ABET. The second is to provide a reference if you are interested in becoming a program evaluator. You can find information about the entire accreditation process at the IEEE accreditation web site:

 http://www.ieee.org/organizations/eab/apc/accreditation_ieee.htm
ABET and IEEE strive to produce an even split in the representation of evaluators who participate in accreditation visits: half from academe, and half from industry and government. Information about the application deadline and about how to apply to become a program evaluator is available at http://www.ieee.org/organizations/eab/apc/ctaa/tacinfo.htm.  The deadline for 2005 is November 15, 2004.  For questions about accreditation or to indicate your interest in becoming a program evaluator, please contact eab-accred@ieee.org. 
Mario Gonzalez

Chair, IEEE/EAB Accreditation Policy Council
IEEE VIRTUAL MUSEUM PROGRAM CONTINUES TO THRIVE.

The IEEE Virtual Museum, the History Center’s informal education site, has added still another exhibit to its “halls”:  Let's Get Small: The Shrinking World of Microelectronics examines the continued process of miniaturization throughout the 20th century.  The museum also added another recognition to its long list of critical kudos, being a “Web Site Report” pick on Working Knowledge for Business Leaders, the on-line magazine of the Harvard Business School.  Visit the Harvard Business School’s report at http://hbswk.hbs.edu/web-review.jhtml?id=4294&t=innovation
Visit the new museum exhibit at http://www.ieee-virtual-museum.org/exhibit/exhibit.php?id=159270&lid=1
IEEE & THE SCOUTING MOVEMENT:  WORKING TOGETHER TO ATTRACT STUDENTS TO IEEE AND THE ENGINEERING PROFESSION

IEEE Volunteers and Staff assembled a Peer Review Team, organized by Ralph W. Russell II, of Richmond, Va., USA-based company Dominion, lending their time and expertise to help the Boy Scouts of America (BSA) update their Electricity Merit Badge Pamphlet which had not been revised since 1996. Specifically, the team reviewed the electrical history, safety, terminology, and electrical experiments outlined in the pamphlet. Significant suggestions for improvement, corrections and updates were made. The listing of IEEE and the IEEE Virtual Museum were also added to the pamphlet as additional resources. 

The EAB Pre-College Education Coordinating Committee became involved in the review process as a result of a formal partnership proposal submitted to the BSA this past April. The Electricity Merit Badge pamphlet review is the first BSA activity completed by the EAB committee. The IEEE TAB CPMT Society conducted the peer review process. When asked if this is an activity the group would engage in again, Russell said, “Yes. We were recently asked to do a peer review of the Computer Merit Badge as well.” Discussions regarding the partnership between IEEE and the BSA will continue as it is still to be finalized.  The IEEE also plans to work with the global World Organization of the Scout Movement and The World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts to form partnerships.

To read the full article, please visit http://www.ieee.org/organizations/eab/newswire.htm 
THREE MORE HISTORIC ACHIEVEMENTS EACH NAMED AS AN IEEE MILESTONE.

The IEEE History Center’s program most closely geared to IEEE Sections is the Milestones in Electrical Engineering and Computing.  A Section proposes a local achievement of significance, prepares a carefully documented nomination, and, if approved by the IEEE History Committee and IEEE Executive Committee, dedicates a bronze plaque recognizing the honor.  At their June 2004 meeting, the ExCom approved three more Milestones recommended by the History Committee, from three different Sections in three Regions, covering technologies from power to software almost 90 years of technology history.  This brings the total number of new Milestones this year to seven, and the total in the program to more than 60.  The newest additions are:

1)  Lempel-Ziv Data Compression Algorithm, 1977 (IEEE Israel Section, R10)

2)  CERN Experimental INSTRUMENTATION, 1968 (IEEE France Section, R8)

3)  Power System of Boston’S RAPID TRANSIT, 1889 (IEEE Boston Section, R1)
All three sections are planning fall dedication ceremonies.  Visit http://www.ieee.org/organizations/history_center/milestones_program.html to learn more about the Milestones Program in general and also about these specific dedications as more information becomes available.
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ABOUT IEEE EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES

The IEEE Educational Activities Board is responsible for coordinating the educational activities of the IEEE. The volunteer and staff members of IEEE Educational Activities carry out this responsibility by developing educational programs to ensure (1) The technological literacy of pre-college students, (2) the continuous maintenance and improvement of engineering education programs through active participation in accreditation activities, and (3) the development of continuing education products and services that serve the professional development and lifelong learning needs of electro-technology professionals worldwide.  For more information, visit http://www.ieee.org/organizations/eab/ or email education-services@ieee.org. 
ABOUT THE IEEE HISTORY CENTER
The IEEE History Center is a staff unit of IEEE that is located not at the IEEE Operations Center, but on the nearby New Brunswick campus of Rutgers, the State University of New Jersey, which cosponsors the Center’s activities.  The Center’s mission to preserve, research, and promote the legacy of IEEE technologies is overseen by the IEEE History Committee, a standing committee of the IEEE Executive Committee.  Since most of the activities in carrying out this mission are educational in nature, the Staff Director of the History Center reports to the IEEE Managing Director for Educational Activities, and Center staff work closely with EAD staff on many programs.  Those interested in more information are invited to look at the Center’s website (http://www.ieee.org/history_center) or to email the Center at history@ieee.org.  
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