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AND THE VINNY AWARD GOES TO THE WILLIAMSTOWN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, WILLIAMSTOWN, MA, USA

Named for Leonardo Da Vinci, a man famous for the creative use of science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) to solve human problems, the VINNY Award is a pre-college level global video competition.  Twenty pre-college teams from schools in the United States, Canada, Mexico, and Puerto Rico participated in this year's competition.  Each team of students, who were allowed to work with a teacher and a mentor, produced a one-minute video that explained how STEM could help solve a global problem.  The Grand Prize video, produced by students from the Williamstown Elementary School, Williamstown, MA, USA, addressed the global problem of "Voting and Technology".  The prize items include an Apple eMac, JVC miniDV camcorder, and Final Cut Express video editing software.

Go to http://vinny.pcs.cnu.edu/ to learn more about the VINNY Award.

17-YEAR OLD PA SENIOR WINS $10,000 IEEE PRESIDENTS' SCHOLARSHIP

On 13 May 2004, 17-year old Pennsylvania USA high school senior, Elena Leah Glassman, was awarded the $10,000 IEEE Presidents’ Scholarship at the Intel International Science and Engineering Fair held in Portland, Oregon, USA for her project entitled “Brain-Computer Interface for the Muscularly Disabled.”  IEEE President-elect W. Cleon Anderson presented the IEEE Foundation supported Scholarship at the Special Awards Ceremony.  It is the largest single award given by an organization at that ceremony.
IEEE VIRTUAL MUSEUM WINS PRAISE.

The IEEE Virtual Museum, the History Center’s educational outreach site, has added still another recognition to its long list of critical kudos.  Having already been named as one of the “101 Coolest Sites on the Web” for last year by PC Magazine, that magazine has now added us to their “Top 100 Classics” list.

Visit PC Magazine’s site at http://www.pcmag.com/article2/0,1759,1555399,00.asp 
Visit the museum at http://www.ieee-virtual-museum.org/. 

FOUR HISTORIC ACHIEVEMENTS EACH NAMED AS AN IEEE MILESTONE.

The IEEE History Center’s program most closely geared to IEEE Sections is the Milestones in Electrical Engineering and Computing.  A Section proposes a local achievement of significance, prepares a carefully documented nomination, and, if approved by the IEEE History Committee and IEEE Executive Committee, dedicates a bronze plaque recognizing the honor.  At their April 2004 meeting, the ExCom approved four more Milestones recommended by the History Committee, from four different Sections in three Regions.  This brings the total number of Milestones in the program to 58.  The newest additions are:

1)  ELECTRONIC QUARTZ writstWATCH, 1969 (IEEE Tokyo Section, R10)

2)  FIRST COMPUTERS TO USE MAGNETIC DISK STORAGE, 1956  (IEEE Santa Clara Section, R6)

3)  ALTERNATING CURRENT ELECTRIFICATION, 1886 (IEEE Berkshire section, R1)

4)  ELECTRIC FIRE ALARM SYSTEM, 1852 (IEEE Boston Section, R1)

All three sections are planning fall dedication ceremonies.  Visit http://www.ieee.org/organizations/history_center/milestones_program.html to learn more about the Milestones Program in general and also about these specific dedications as more information becomes available.
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ABOUT IEEE EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES

The IEEE Educational Activities Board is responsible for coordinating the educational activities of the IEEE. The volunteer and staff members of IEEE Educational Activities carry out this responsibility by developing educational programs to ensure (1) The technological literacy of pre-college students, (2) the continuous maintenance and improvement of engineering education programs through active participation in accreditation activities, and (3) the development of continuing education products and services that serve the professional development and lifelong learning needs of electro-technology professionals worldwide.  For more information, visit http://www.ieee.org/organizations/eab/ or email education-services@ieee.org. 
ABOUT THE IEEE HISTORY CENTER

The IEEE History Center is a staff unit of IEEE that is located not at the IEEE Operations Center, but on the nearby New Brunswick campus of Rutgers, the State University of New Jersey, which cosponsors the Center’s activities.  The Center’s mission to preserve, research, and promote the legacy of IEEE technologies is overseen by the IEEE History Committee, a standing committee of the IEEE Executive Committee.  Since most of the activities in carrying out this mission are educational in nature, the Staff Director of the History Center reports to the IEEE Managing Director for Educational Activities, and Center staff work closely with EAD staff on many programs.  Those interested in more information are invited to look at the Center’s website (http://www.ieee.org/history_center) or to email the Center at history@ieee.org.  
