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Francis X. Shen, JD, PhD, is the Executive Director of the Harvard MGH Center for Law, 

Brain, and Behavior; an Instructor in Psychology at Harvard Medical School, and an 

Associate Professor of Law, McKnight Presidential Fellow, and faculty member in the 

Graduate Program on Neuroscience at the University of Minnesota. He directs the Shen 

Neurolaw Lab, whose Lab motto is, “Every story is a brain story.” He also serves as the 

Executive Director of Education and Outreach for the MacArthur Foundation Research 

Network on Law and Neuroscience. Dr. Shen received his B.A. from the University of 

Chicago, his J.D. from Harvard Law School, and his Ph.D. from Harvard University. Dr. 

Shen conducts empirical and legal research at the intersection of law, ethics, and 

neuroscience. He has co-authored 3 books, including the first Law and Neuroscience 

casebook (Aspen). He is currently a co-leading a Neuroethics administrative supplement 

grant exploring the ethical implications of mobile neuroimaging by embedding 

neuroethics research into the parent NIH BRAIN grant “Imaging Human Brain Function with Minimal Mobility Restrictions” 

(Mike Garwood, PI). He also served as a member of the National Institutes of Health Neuroethics Subgroup. In spring 2020, 

he will co-teach Neuroethics at Harvard Medical School and co-teach Law and Neuroscience at Harvard Law School. 
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