Minutes of the IEEE Radar System Panel meeting

3 November 2001

Long Beach, California

Attendees:

Bob Trebits, RSP President

Tom Miller, RadarCon 2002 Committee

Ed Trujillo, RadarCon 2002 Committee

Kip Haggerty, RadarCon 2002 Committee

Dick Curry

Paul Hughes

Marshall Greenspan

Bob McMillan

Mark Davis,

Jerry Crain

1. Minutes of the prior RSP meeting:  The minutes of the RSP meeting, held on 3 May 2001, in conjunction with RadarCon 2001 were passed out, discussed, and approved.

2. RadarCon 2002 Report:  Tom Miller and Ed Trujillo provided update information regarding planning for the 2002 IEEE Radar Conference, to be held in Long Beach, California USA in  May 2002.  Handouts were provide of the material shown on overhead charts.   OmniPress has been selected as the publisher for the Conference Proceedings based on positive past experience with this publisher.  Material will have to be provided to OmniPress in camera-ready format, and a CD containing the Proceedings content in PDF format will be provided to the conference attendees.
The deadline for submission of student paper abstracts has been further extended to encourage greater student participation.  The Conference Committee is somewhat behind schedule in establishing airline and automobile rental arrangements with the Conference and also is behind in establishing exhibition space agreements with companies.

A summary of past Conference expenses was shown, going back to the 1994 Conference in Atlanta, for comparison of cost items and planning future budgets.  Ed Trujillo will send a soft copy of this Excel spreadsheet to Bob Trebits.

A set of potential tutorial speakers has been drawn up, and the Conference Committee will be contacting these persons very soon to obtain obligations.  A total of eight tutorials are planned for all day Thursday, following the Conference presentations.

The Conference Committee requested assistance in talking up the event in order to generate increased interest and attendance.  Bob Trebits will e-mail Ed Trujillo an Excel spreadsheet of the membership information of the Radar Systems Panel.

The Young Radar Engineer Award in Memory of Fred Nathanson will again be awarded at RadarCon 2002 banquet.  Bob Trebits will get in touch with John Milan to verify that John will be responsible for selecting the winning applicant for this award.  It is anticipated that this will be the last time that John performs this responsibility and that a replacement person must be selected.

3. Bob McMillan presented a proposal to hold RadarCon 2003 in Huntsville, Alabama, USA.  A number of organizations located in the Huntsville area have pledged support to the conference's being held there, including both US Government organizations and private companies.  A strawman budget was proposed, but it was noted that the estimated attendance was overly conservatively low and that the proposed fee structure did not generate the amount of financial surplus recommended by IEEE Conference guidelines, namely an amount 15 percent over cost.  Bob's committee will review this information and submit a revised plan and budget to the Radar Systems Panel through Dale Ausherman.

4. Mark Davis announced that organizations in Australia were planning for a radar conference to be held there during 2004, with the planned sanction of the IEEE.

5. Mark Davis announced that the call for nominations for the Warren White award would appear in the December and January issues of the AESS Magazine.  He encouraged the RSP attendees to generate nominations for this award.

6. There was a limited discussion of the Panel's continued support for the IEEE letter band designations for radar.  Joe Bruder is leading the Panel's efforts to generate a number of Panel members who are eligible to vote on this IEEE standards issue.

7. The Panel agrees to support the AP Society's leadership in maintaining standards and definition for radar cross section.  If the AP Society chooses to drop its support of the standard, the Panel, through AESS, will provide support in order to continue the standard.

8. Bob Trebits will ask Charlie Gager details regarding the announcement of nominations of the 2003 IEEE Picard Award.

9. John Smith submitted a report via fax on the Panel's Education Committee.

10. The Panel will no longer continue support for the Radar Index.  The consensus of the Panel was that internet-based search engines have made the effort to maintain the Index moot.

11. Bob Trebits read Bob Hill’s report to the Panel, which summarized several of the US and transnational radar conferences being planned, the CIE radar conference just completed in Beijing, and a recognition of Joe Bruder’s efforts regarding his efforts to increase the AESS standards voting pool.

