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	IEEE Section Speaker Meeting 
Thursday, September 9, 2010
Engineers and Public Policy

by

Russell Harrison

at two locations:
Texas A&M University – Kingsville

Engineering Complex, Room 275 (EC 275), 700 University Blvd., Kingsville, Texas

Time:  12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m.

(in conjunction with the IEEE Student Branch, TAMUK)
Texas A&M University – Corpus Christi

ST 104 (Science and Technology Bldg., Room 104), 6300 Ocean Dr., Corpus Christi, Texas

Time:  5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
RSVP: L McLauchlan, kfllm00@tamuk.edu
(Refreshments will be provided)



Congress has quietly been working on a number of issues that are particularly important to technology engineers.  These include alternative energy, NASA, the smart grid, intellectual property reform, high-skill immigration, cybersecurity, and education reform.  As we head into the homestretch of the 111th Congress, Legislators will be hurrying to take action on these issues before the fall election.  What is your role in this process???
	FROM THE CHAIRWOMAN— Mehrube Mehrubeoglu (Ruby.Mehubeoglu@ieee.org)
IEEE Corpus Christi Section Members: We start this fall with a presentation by Russell Harrison from IEEE headquarters. He is the Senior Legislative Representative for Grassroots Activities for IEEE-USA. He is responsible for helping IEEE members in the U.S. interact with, and ultimately influence, elected officials. Please join us in Kingsville or Corpus Christi for his presentation, which promises to be most informative and motivational. Start thinking about 2011 officer nominations, and send the names of nominees to one of the board members to assure their names appear on the ballot to be mailed late November. This past summer has been very exciting: the new Rio Grande Power and Energy Society Chapter has been formed and approved. If you would like more information, contact Dr. Jaime Ramos, Chair of RG PES Chapter at jramos8@utpa.edu. The Section supported the Chairs Training of the RG PES Chapter, Senior Projects Competition at Texas A&M University-Kingsville, and student participation in the 2nd Annual Green Technologies Conference in Dallas, Texas. In addition, Manuel Basaldu represented IEEE Region 5 at Congressional Visits Day in Washington D.C. Your participation in the organization and at the national level is very important as a global member of the IEEE. Please remember IEEE membership renewal deadline is around the corner, and encourage new and existing members from industry, government laboratories and agencies, and academia, including graduate and undergraduate students, to join the IEEE as we strive to increase our membership at the Section level. Watch for the planned technical presentation information in Kingsville, Corpus Christi and Laredo, which will be announced in upcoming newsletters. If you would like to organize a Section Technical Meeting, please let the Secretary know. All of us wish you a productive fall.


	Presenter: Russell Harrison, Senior Legislative Representative for Grassroots Activities for IEEE-USA 
Title: “Engineers and Public Policy”
Summary: IEEE-USA’s senior Washington lobbyist will be joining the IEEE Corpus Christi Section for a discussion of public policy, its impact on the technology and engineering profession, and our role in helping to form it.
Bio: Harrison is responsible for helping IEEE members in the U.S. interact with, and ultimately influence, elected officials.  Since joining IEEE-USA in 2005, Harrison has become one of the most sought-after speakers on the IEEE staff, having addressed nearly 140 local IEEE groups in the United States.  His talks focus on current public policy issues, how they will impact the engineering profession and what individual engineers can do about them.

      Harrison has a BA in Political Science, with minors in History and Communications, from Allegheny College, a Masters in Public Policy from the University of Maryland and earned his CAE certification in 2009.                                 


	Future Meetings / Events:  
Fall Social: Nolan’s Original Poorboys, 14101 Northwest Blvd. Corpus Christi (near Calallen), 
                     September 23, 2010, 6:00 p.m.
Technical Meeting: Dr. R. Mehrubeoglu & Dr. L. McLauchlan, “Renewable Energy and Applications”, 
                                 October 7, 2010, ST 104, TAMUCC

Technical Meeting: Dr. Rafic Bachnak, October 28, 2010, TAMUCC, ST 104 (topic TBA)

	

	If you have any articles or information that you would like printed in the next newsletter please send them to  KFLLM00@tamuk.edu  
The Newsletter is also published on our web page: http://ewh.ieee.org/r5/corpus_christi/news.html .


	Current IEEE Corpus Christi Section Officers:

Mehrube Mehrubeoglu – Chair, Corpus Christi                                               Rafic Bachnak – Director, Laredo
Manuel Basaldu – Vice Chair, Corpus Christi                                                  Ed Foelker – Director, Corpus Christi
Arlise “Butch” Robinson – Treasurer, Corpus Christi                                      Amit Verma – Director/Webmaster, Kingsville
Lifford McLauchlan – Secretary, Kingsville 
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