Chair’s Column


Robert Morrison





	With the release of this newsletter we are making a “Call for Nominations” for officers, starting in January 2001, for the positions of Executive Committee chair, Executive Committee Vice chair, Secretary, and Treasurer.  Qualifications for each office is as follows.  They must be an active IEEE member of the Canaveral section holding a membership status of member, senior member, or fellow.  They must be willing to support all activities of the executive committee including monthly meetings and annual reports, required for their particular office, by IEEE headquarters.  To be nominated for the executive committee chair the nominee must meet the above qualifications and be currently serving in one of the committee positions listed above unless that person has previously served as a section chair or held a higher position in IEEE.  All other positions may be filled from the general membership.  Training for section officers is available through IEEE.


	All nominations are to be submitted to the nomination committee.  Mr. Ernie Camacho, an active member of our section, has consented to be the nomination chair for this elective cycle.  To nominate an individual for an executive committee position you can email him at:





 Ernesto.Camacho-1@kmail.ksc.nasa.gov





or send email to the email address on our website. You could also send your nomination through regular mail, attention: Mr. Comacho, to the return postal address listed on the newsletter.


	It is perfectly acceptable to nominate yourself.  After all this is a volunteer organization.  If you are interested in serving as an executive committee member please don’t wait for someone to nominate you.  There are also non-elected positions we could use your support in such as awards chair, newsletter editing, PACE committee member, website support, Computer society chapter support, historical milestones committee, etc.


	The deadline for submitting nominations is one month from receipt of this newsletter.  For simplicity lets set the deadline as the last day of July, Tuesday the 30th.


	The nominations committee will verify the candidate eligibility and willingness to serve.  In addition the committee will gather position statements and biographies of the potential candidates as appropriate.


	If after the deadline has passed and you have a great nominee you can still submit them but it will require a petition with at least 10 active member signatures and must be submitted prior to September 4th to allow time for incorporation into the 4th quarter newsletter.


	The nominees will be released in the 4th quarter (Oct-Dec) newsletter along with their respective position statements.  At the end of October a ballot will be mailed to each member with a return envelope.  Once the final count has been determined those elected to the office will be notified.  Finally, the newly elected officers will be announced at our annual Christmas banquet.  We hope that you will cast your vote.


�


Improve Your Engineering Notebook


Wayne L. Rendla





	The engineering notebook is the primary location of original documentation for many engineers. Is it being used optimally?  Some of you may be at the pinnacle of efficiency.


  For those others, here are my thoughts on expanding the utility of the engineering notebook. 


(cont. on next page)
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	From Webster’s New Encyclopedic Dictionary: engineering  2: the application of science and mathematics by which the properties of matter and the sources of energy in nature are made useful to human beings.  Engineers primary purpose is to make ideas “useful to human beings”.


  


The process is documented in engineering notebooks.





  The definition implies an obligation for engineers.  Engineers must not waste their efforts: efficiency of the process is important.


	From the mundane to the extra-ordinary, the documentation during the development process is the engineers’ responsibility.  The engineering notebook is more than a place to keep contacts, meeting notes, component characteristics, block diagrams, circuit diagrams, bench checkout results, to-do lists sketches and plans.  It can become an improved reference source, organize project filing, and create the paper trail for valuable ideas.


	The notebook contains the original source documentation of ideas which lead to successful project completion and to profitable products and services.


	Usually there two general forms of engineering notebooks.  The Chronological (chrono-notebook) and the Project or task specific (task-notebook)


	For those willing to maintain multiple notebooks, the task-notebook has the benefit of collecting all the activities for that project or task in one place,  The task-notebook makes it easy to review activities or to find details.  A disadvantage to this approach is the problem of carrying the right group of notebooks so unexpected events can be recorded in the correct task-notebook.


	Loose-leaf binders are a solution for administrative notes and papers but NOT recommended for technical notes nor for administration of technical notes.  The integrity  of a permanent bound notebook as evidence is easier to prove than individual sheets.


	The chrono-notebook is easy to use.  Everything is written in it.  The problems arise when attempting to locate all the items related to a single project or task.  Here are two ways to make the chrono-notebook more effective.


	The index method.  Create an index sheet (soft preferred) for each project or task. List the date and brief description of the entry in a database.


	The photo copy method.  Employ a separate 3-ring binder for each  project or task.  Copy the chrono-notebook entries and place each in the appropriate binder.


	The 3-ring binder allows inclusion of bulky materials such as prints, reports, plans, test procedures, equipment specifications, operating manuals, along with copies of the related notes.  The copied pages are easy to trace back to the original entry.





Guidelines of engineering note book usage





	Date and sign every page of the engineering notebook.  Include the year as well as the month and day.  Enter the time of the day if you put multiple entries on a sheet.


	Start a fresh sheet each day.  Line out the unused portion of the sheet at the end of the day.  This action improves the integrity of your notebook by prohibiting post insertion of material.  This can be important in intellectual property cases.


	Periodically have a trusted colleague review your engineering notebook.  Have him or her enter a brief statement on that day’s sheet that the material was read and understood, sign and date the entry.  The colleague could be a technical supervisor, co-worker, college professor or member of a professional association. For those working in invention oriented labs, this signature process may require a notary as witness.


	It is important to capture every idea.  The captured idea is easily evaluated.  The idea that isn’t captured and then dissipates, can only lead to frustration later when you see some one else had the same idea, and receives credit for it.


	Remember: sign and date your engineering notes.  They are the  product of a skilled professional.





IEEE Events





July 23-28


2000 22nd Annual International Conference of the IEEE Engineering in Medicine and Biology Society/co-located with World Congress 2000 EMB


Navy Pier Convention Center


Chicage, IL


http:/www.wc2000.org





July 24-27


2000 International Joint Conference on Neural Networks (IJCNN-2000-Italy)


Grand Hotel


Cernobble (Como), Italy


Professor Vincenzo Piuri


(39) 2-2399-3606


piuri@elet.polimi.it





July 24-28


2000 IEEE Nuclear & Space Radiation Effects Conference (NSREC 2000)


Silver Legacy Resort


Reno, NV


http://www.nsrec.com





July 24-28


IGARSS 2000 - 2000 IEEE International Geoscience and Remote Sensing Symposium


Hilton Hawaiian Village


Honolulu, HI


http://www.IGARSS.org





July 29 - Aug. 3


2000 IEEE international Symposium on Applications of Ferroelectrics


Hilton Hawaiian Village


Honolulu, HI


Mr. Dwight Viehland


(401) 832-5107


viehlandd@nuwc.navy.mil





Aug. 13-15


2000 IEEE International Engineering Management Conference - EM2000


Albuquerque Marriott Hotel


Albuquerque, NM


http://sils.pratt.edu/ems





Aug. 15-18


2000 5th international Symposium on Antenna, Propagation and Electromagnetic Theory - ISAPE 2000


Beijing Intl. Convention Ctr.


Beijing, China


http://www.cie-china.org/isape-2000.htm





Aug. 21-23


2000 5th International Conference on Signal Processing (ICSP 2000)


Beijing Intl. Convention Ctr.


Beijing, China


http://www.wcc2000.org





Aug. 21-23


2000 International Conference on Communication Technology - (ICCT 2000)


Beijing Intl. Convention Ctr.


Beijing, China


http://www.wcc2000.org





Aug. 22-25


2000 International Symposium on Antennas and Propagation


Fukuoka, Japan


http://www.crl.go.jp/pub/ISAP2000





Sept. 1-4


2000 IEEE-USA Professional Development Conference


Marriott’s Camelback Inn


Scottsdale, AZ


Ms. Linda Hall


(202) 785-0017


l.hall@ieee.org





Sept. 6-8


2000 international Symposium on Technology and Society (ISTAS 2000)


Rome, Italy


http://tce.ing.uniroma1.it/istas/istas.html





Sept. 6-8


2000 6th international Symposium on Spread Spectrum Techniques and Applications (ISSSTA 2000)


Parsippany,NJ


http://www.isssta2000.org/isssta.html





Sept. 10-13


2000 7th IEEE international Conference on Image Processing ICIP 2000


Vancouver, Canada


Prof. Rabab Kreidieh Ward


(604) 822-6894


rababw@cicsr.ubc.ca





Sept. 10-14


INTELEC 2000 - 2000 IEEE Int’l Telecommunications Energy Conference


Phoenix, AZ


Ms. Sharon Sugarek


(972) 284-2946


sugarek@lucent.com





Sept. 18-21


AUTOTESTCON 2000


Disneyland Hotel


Anaheim, CA


Mr. Robert Rassa


(310) 334-0764


rcrassa@west.raytheon.com





Sept. 18-22


2000 XVIIIIth International Symposium on Discharges and Electrical Insulation in Vacuum (ISDEIV 2000)


Xi’an Jiantong University


Xi’an, CHINA


http://www.xjtu.edu.cn/xjnet/temp/ISDEIV/DeivHome.html





Sept. 19-21


WESCON 2000


Anaheim Convention Center


Anaheim, CA


http://www.wescon.com





Sept. 24-27


2000 Computers in Cardiology Conference


Royal Sonesta Hotel


Boston, MA


http://www.cinc.org





Sept. 24-27


2000 IEEE International Professional Communication Conference/18th Annual Intl. Conf. on Computer Documentation-IPCC/SIGDOC 2000


Cambridge, MA


Dr. Elizabeth Weise Moeller


(518) 587-9594


b.w.moeller@ieee.org





Sept. 25-27


2000 IEEE CCA/CACSD Joint - Control Applications/Computer Aided Control Systems Design


Anchorage Hilton


Anchorage, AK


Prof. Pradeep Misra


(937) 775-5062


p.misra@ieee.org


�
Trade Show Events


�


Embedded Systems Conference Summer 2000


�July 10 - 12, 2000�Sheraton Boston Hotel &�Hynes Convention Center�Boston, MA


http://www.embedded.com/frameindex.htm?esc.htm





Embedded Systems Conference 2000�Sep 24-28, 2000; San Jose, CA �http://www.embedded.com/frameindex.htm?esc.htm 










































































IEEE Canaveral Section


PO Box 23691


Cocoa, FL 32923
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2000 EXCOM Officers:


Robert Morrison -  Chairman


Ali Rahrooh -  Vice Chair


Leon Migdalski - Secretary


Kathryn Rinehart - Treasurer


Dr. Bahman Motlagh - Comp. Soc. Chapter Chair


Wayne Rendla - Comp. Soc. Chapter Vice Chair 


Wayne Rendla - CCTS Representative


Carl Griffin - PACE Chair


Touraj Iranipour - Webmaster





Important websites:





www.ieee.org


http://www.ewh.ieee.org/r3/canaveral/


http://www.westcon.com


http://www.ieee.org/membership/
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