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Kissiah Wins Harry Diamond!

“Big” Award Goes to NASA Retiree, Other Section Members also Receive Nominations, Awards

Adam M. Kissiah, Jr., a NASA retiree, has won the prestigious Harry Diamond Memorial Award for 2001.  This IEEE-USA award was established to honor individuals for distinguished technical contributions in the field of electrotechnology while in U.S. government service.  Eligibility is limited to members of government bodies, laboratories and technical organizations in the United States.  Selection is based on outstanding technical contributions in electrotechnology while serving in a U.S. government agency.  The award has been given since 1950, and Mr. Kissiah is the first Canaveral Section member to win it.  The Region 3 Awards and Recognition Chairman, Mr. John Twitchell, described it as a “BIG” award.

Adam won the award based upon his many years of support of the United States space program and his patent of the Cochlear implant, both of which took place while employed by NASA at Kennedy Space Center.  Adam, a Senior Member, is a native of Charlotte, North Carolina, a graduate of the University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill, and a U. S. Navy veteran (electronics technician).  Since his December, 1989 retirement from NASA, he has been a licensed private investigator.  He is also active in the American Legion.  

Kathy Rinehart, in her role as Canaveral Section chair, was chosen to receive the Regional Professional Leadership Award for the success of the Milestone ceremony.  Since there is apparently no IEEE-USA Professionalism award to recognize the efforts of an entire section, this award appears to be the closest one to such.  (Maybe soon there 

will be an award to recognize an entire section’s efforts!)

Art Greene, a well-known Life Senior Member of the section and Chairman of the Joint Canaveral-Melbourne Life Member Chapter, has been chosen to receive the Florida Council Outstanding Service Award for 2001. Art’s many years of service to IEEE, locally and statewide, as well as his outstanding efforts in obtaining the Milestone recognition for space technology and subsequent public efforts to educate the public are the areas honored by this award.   It has been several years since a member of the Canaveral Section has won a Florida Council award, but Art has ended the drought!  

Stan Starr is currently under consideration by the Region 3 Awards and Recognition Committee for its Outstanding Engineer Award.  At the time of this printing, no results have been announced.  A Senior Member, Stan is employed by Dynacs Engineering, Inc. at Kennedy Space Center.  Stan’s efforts in lightning protection are a key component of his nomination.  Good luck, Stan!

The Canaveral Section is full of members who excel, and the officers are not always aware of the accomplishments made by the members.  Please assist your officers in helping our members get the recognition they deserve by letting your officers know about achievements during the year, and by submitting names of section members when awards nominations are requested.  None of the above winners won without first being nominated.  

Robert, Dietmar, Daniel Become Newest Senior Members!

Total Senior Member Elevations for 2001 Reaches 10!

Robert L. Morrison, Dietmar O. Unger, and Daniel H. Biechler were elevated to Senior Member status at the November 17 meeting of the Admissions and Advancement Committee in Mexico City, Mexico.  The new member status is a reflection of the professional accomplishment each has obtained during their years of engineering practice.  (More about the criteria for elevation can be found at http://www.ieee.org/organizations/rab/md/smappl.htm.)

Robert Morrison, a Past Canaveral Section Chairman and the current Section Secretary, is a NASA engineer in the Electrical and Electronics Engineering Branch with 13 years of experience.  He possesses a BSEE from the University of Tennessee, and is pursuing a master’s degree from UCF.  He is a resident of Port St. John.  His references were Charles Chapman, Wayne Rendla, and Stan Starr.

Dietmar O. Unger is a Utility Coordinator with Parsons Brinckerhoff Construction Services, Inc., and has been with the company almost ten years. Prior to joining Parsons Brinckerhoff, he was an Outside Plant Facility Engineer with BellSouth for twenty years.  He holds both Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in Electrical Engineering from Florida Institute of Technology, and is a member of the Florida Utilities Coordinating Committee.  He lives in Mims.  His references were Art Greene, Wayne Rendla, and Jim Yontz.

Daniel H. Biechler is a Ground Systems Design Engineer with United Space Alliance, and has been an engineer in the KSC area since October, 1989. A graduate of North Carolina State University with a BSEE, he was a U. S. Navy gun fire control technician prior to collegiate studies.  He also holds a non-engineering degree from the University of Florida, where he obtained a minor in environmental engineering.  When away from work, he may be found playing tennis, wordworking, or pursuing photography near his home in Cocoa.  His references were Adam Kissiah, Alfred Stevens, and Jim Yontz.

Congratulations to our new Senior Members, and thanks to their references.  These elevations enhance our section, as the recognition of our members’ professional accomplishments showcases the professional expertise that exists within our section.

If you believe you qualify for an elevation in membership, please contact Kathy Rinehart at k.rinehart@ieee.org.  While it isn’t a requirement, all ten of the members elevated this year contacted Kathy for advice or assistance.  

Make the Canaveral Section Faster, Better, and Cheaper!

The section currently spends approximately 50% of its budget on printing and mailing costs, and the anticipated postage rate hike slated for June will only increase that percentage.  The section officers would like to redirect those funds to obtaining more diverse speakers and other tangible benefits to your membership.  Please subscribe today to 

sec.canaveral@ieee.org.

Julian King Elevated to Full Member Status!

Yet Another Associate Member who Merited Full Membership
Julian King, a NASA retiree and Tennessee Polytechnic Institute (now Tennessee Technological University) graduate with a Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering, became a Member of IEEE in December, 2001 after 32 years of Associate status.  There is no clear understanding why Julian has been shortchanged for so long, as he should have become a full Member upon graduation.  With the correction to his membership category, Julian automatically became eligible for Senior Member status.  He is currently nominated for that advanced category.  

Please check your membership card to learn the membership status that IEEE Headquarters categorizes you.  As Julian is the third engineer that your Section Chair knows about who has been erroneously categorized as an Associate instead of a Member, it is likely there are more.   Please do not presume that IEEE HQ is infallible.  (After all, they are people, too!)  You may miss out on considerations for many awards, as the minimum membership category for many awards is that of Member.  

Do You Need PDHs or CEUs for PE Licensing?

2001 Decisions Affect PE Requirements

An initial query of the same question given above in a 2001 newsletter issue yielded no responses at the time, but since Thanksgiving the Section Chair has received several inquiries about this very subject.  If you are affected by recent decisions coming from the Board of Professional Regulation and expect to need Professional Development Hours (PDHs) or Continuing Education Units (CEUs), please let Kathy Rinehart or another officer know.  At the very least, the section will act as a conduit of information for classes or other opportunities that are available from local avenues and other IEEE entities.  If there are sufficient members who need this service, the section will consider having a meeting or two per year that can be used to satisfy the PDH requirements presented to IEEE.  Always, but especially on this issue, please let your officers know your needs, as we cannot allocate section resources and access to those of other IEEE entities on your behalf if we do not know what is needed.

IEEE Helps Victims’ Families of 11 September
Society Joins Others to Form Scholarship Fund

Families devastated by the events of 11 September will face one less hardship in years to come, thanks in part to the generosity of the science and engineering community. IEEE-USA is proud to join dozens of technical and scientific societies representing more than one million members in sponsoring the Science and Engineering Scholarship Fund. Financially needy dependents of both domestic and foreign victims of the terrorist attacks can rely on the fund to help them pursue science and engineering degrees at U.S. colleges and universities. The endowment is part of the broader Families of Freedom Scholarship Fund, which is benefiting from a campaign led by Bill Clinton and Bob Dole to raise $100 million through fund-raising events and gifts from corporations, foundations and individuals.

To make a donation or learn about the Fund visit:

http://www.aps.org/sciencefund.html. Or, for more information, contact:

Sarah Davis at the American Physical Society: (301) 209-3223, davis@aps.org. (Article without headline submitted by IEEE-USA to EAB Digest.) 
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2002 IEEE Calendar
17 January
SouthCon 2002, Orange County Convention Center, Orlando, FL



(The exhibits are free!)

24 January
“Everything You Wanted to Know 

About Cellphones but Were Afraid to 

Ask”

Carl Haman, Nokia

Joint meeting w/Melbourne Section

Florida Solar Energy Center, 5:30-8

26 February
“Current Status of Infrastructure of 

Afghanistan”

Edward A. Lobnitz, TLC Engineers

Joint (?) meeting with ASCE (Civil)

Red Lobster-Merritt Island

Arrival & Dinner 5:30, Program 7:00

March

To Be Determined

Nov/Dec 
Canaveral Section 50th Anniversary
Non-Profit Org.

U.S. Postage Paid

Permit No. 152

Cocoa, FL 32922



2002 EXCOM Officers:


Kathryn Rinehart -  Chair


Leon Migdalski -  Vice Chair


Robert Morrison - Secretary


Wayne Rendla - Treasurer


Charles Chapman - Comp. Soc. Chapter Chair


Dr. Bahman Motlagh – Computer Society Vice Chair








Important websites:


www.ieee.org


http://www.ewh.ieee.org/r3/canaveral/


http://www.ieee.org/membership/


http://www.ieee.org/compliance


http://www.ieee.org/tag/tag.html


http://www.southcon.org











1

