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As we begin the new year I would like to welcome three new volunteers to our Executive committee; Mr. Art Greene, Mr. Carl Griffin and Mr. Touraj Iranipour.


Mr Greene is a Life Senior, and long standing, member of the IEEE Canaveral section. For that reason he was asked and agreed to be the chair of the Historical Milestones committee.  The Historical Milestones committee will attempt to identify firsts in the field of power, electrical, electronic, and computer engineering that occurred in the Canaveral area.  The candidates are sent to IEEE headquarters for approval.  If approved a plague is dedicated at an appropriate site to mark the event.  Some of the historical milestones already identified are the first electric battery and the first wearable transistorized pacemaker. For more information on the IEEE History Centers Milestones program visit the www.ieee.org/organizations/history_center/milestones_program.html website.  If you would like to submit candidates for historical milestones visit the Canaveral section web page and send us some email.  We want to hear from you.


Mr. Griffin has volunteered as our new Professional Activities Committee for Engineers (PACE) chair. PACE promotes the professional interests of IEEE's U.S. members and provides a mechanism for communication of members' views on their professional needs.  If you would like to know more about PACE visit the IEEE-USA website at www.ieeeusa.org/PACE.


	Mr. Iranipour has volunteered to be webmaster of our Canaveral section web page. The Canaveral section started it’s own web page when IEEE headquarters first offered the service.  It is a valuable tool for providing important up-to-date information to our members on IEEE resources, links to manufacturing and vendor web pages, and meeting announcements.  It’s roll will be growing along with our section.


	We have two tasks ahead of us for this year.  IEEE headquarters has directed each section to review their bylaws against their own recently revised bylaws.  One change we know we must make is to hold annual elections on the calendar year rather than the academic year.  For the existing Executive Committee members it means keeping their current positions for 6 more months until Jan. 2001.  We are hoping to form a Bylaws review committee to review and make recommendations for changes to the Executive Committee.


	The second task is to publish a quarterly newsletter like this one instead of mailing one out for every technical meeting.  Our technical meeting announcements will be made with post cards.  Hopefully this will mean to you more interesting and timely information about IEEE activities in your local area and abroad.


	I recently had the experience of attending the 1999 sections congress in Minneapolis Minnesota an event held once every three years.  The sections congress provides an opportunity for sections to make recommendations about IEEE’s future direction.  During the conference a progress report was given on the 1996 congress recommendations to IEEE.  It was that congress’ recommendations which launched the web based services by IEEE you see today.  Many of the goals have been met and the remaining were not to be ignored. Out of the 99 congress came 40 recommendations that I had a chance to help formulate.  I am looking forward to hearing the progress report in 2002.
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How to upgrade to senior member status


By Michael Garretson


Chair, Membership Development Committee


(The following article is reprinted from the June 99 issue of “The Institute” with permission of Mr. Garretson.)





When talking to IEEE members, I frequently ask, “Have you considered upgrading your membership - becoming a Senior Member?”  I know from membership statistics that fewer than 10 percent of our members have taken this step.  The three most frequent responses I hear are: I began the paperwork at one point but never completed it, I didn’t think I qualified, or I didn’t see the point of upgrading.


The first response is understandable.  As a volunteer organization, it’s common that IEEE activities fall lower in priority than many more pressing activities.  To make things easier, however, the Membership Department has put the forms online.  You can find them by clicking on the membership icon from the IEEE home page.  After clicking there, click on the “upgrade your membership” item in the left column and select the appropriate form.  You will still need three references to support your application, but they can also submit them online.  If you’re having difficulty finding three Sr. Members or fellows in your area, contact your local section to have them help you.


The second response is frustrating.  Senior Member grade, while prestigious, is not something that is insurmountable.  To obtain it, you don’t have to have invented the electron.  The application referenced above has a summary of the requirements, but it boils down to this: if you have five years of “significant performance” and a total of 10 years in the field (counting 3 for undergraduate and more for graduate degrees), you likely meet the minimum requirements.  The more you have (time progressive responsibility, etc.), the better off you are.  Note that it’s 10 years in the field.  Some people join IEEE as Senior Members – should you have?  I’m 32 and have been a member since college.  I believe I have a very typical career path.  I upgraded two years ago.  Shouldn’t you?


The third response is disappointing.  While Senior Member grade doesn’t currently get you AARP-style discounts on products or services, I still feel it’s something people should strive for – for prestige if nothing else.  Authors have noted that having IEEE Senior Member on their journal byline gets them more notice.  It’s frequently cited as a “gold star” for a resume.  In the past, newly elevated members received a certificate, but this year, we have begun to send a more substantial plaque.


A working group of the Membership Development Committee is also considering additional benefits for Senior Members.  These may range from the discounts on IEEE conferences, products or services or they may be a new series of services available on  it to these select members.  If you have ideas about what you would like to see on our list, please let the working group know by sending e-mail to “sm-benefits@ieee.org”. I’ll keep you posted in this column later this year of early next.





Michael Garretson can be reached at “m.garretson@ieee.org”.
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IEEE Events





Conferences:


www.ieee.org/conferences





Jan 19-22,


2000 IEEE International Conference on industrial Technology - ICIT 2000,


Goa, India





Jan 23-27,


2000 IEEE Power Engineering Society Winter meeting,


Singapore,








Jan 23-27,


2000 IEEE 13th international Workshop on Micro Electro Mechanical Systems (MEMS),


Miyazaki, Japan





Feb 7-9,


2000 IEEE International Solid - State Circuits Conference ISSCC 2000,


San Francisco, CA





Feb 27-29,


2000 IEEE Burn-in and Test Sockets Workshop,


Mesa, AZ





Feb 28 - Mar 3


2000 IEEE 16th International Conference on Data Engineering





Mar 16-17,


2000 IEEE Adaptive Sensor Array, and Multichannel Workshop,


Lexington, MA


�Mar 18-22,


2000 IEEE Virtual Reality Conference,


New Brunswick, NJ





�Mar 20-22,


2000 IEEE International Symposium on Quality of Electronic Design,


San Jose, CA





Mar 26-30,


INFOCOM 2000,


Tel Aviv, Israel





Topical Interest meetings:





Feb 15-17,


�2000 International Zurich Seminar on Broadband Communications,


Zurich, Switzerland





Local Events





Feb 20-26


Engineers week,


www.sme.org/memb/neweek/neweek.html





Feb 22-24


American Contract Manufacturers Show


Orlando, FL


http://www.amconshows.com





Feb 26


Engineers week banquet,


$20 per person


Holiday Inn,


Cocoa Beach, FL


(If you would like to attend the banquet please email us from our website.)





Mar 8


Society of Woman Engineers Women’s History Month Dinner


http://www.spacecoast.net/


spacecoast/swe/WHM.html 


Brenda.S.Fuentes@jbosc.ksc.nasa.gov  867-1294 or


Judy Kersey


407-783-4644
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2000 EXCOM Officers:





Robert Morrison, Chairman


Ali Rahrooh, Vice Chair


Leon Migdalski, Secretary


Kathryn Rinehart, Treasurer


Dr. Bahman Motlagh,  Computer Society Chapter Chairman


Wayne Rendla, Computer Society Chapter Vice Chair 


Stan Starr, Newsletter, CCTS Representative


Carl Griffin, PACE Chair


Touraj Iranipour, web master





Important websites:





www.ieee.org





http://www.ewh.ieee.org/r3/canaveral/





www.southcon.com





http://www.ieee.org/membership/
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