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Computer Society Chapter No More!

IEEE HQ Approves Change to AES/COMP Chapter
On January 17, your section officers and Chuck Chapman, Computer Society Chapter Chair, were notified that IEEE Headquarters had approved a change in the chapter’s structure.  This change enables the chapter to be a hybrid chapter consisting of members of both the Aerospace and Electronics Systems Society and the Computer Society. Your officers petitioned for this change so Canaveral Section members can have access to the advantages of both societies and so members of the Aerospace and Electronics Systems Society have a local chapter within the section.  Chuck is a member of both societies, qualifying him to represent both societies in his position as Chapter Chair.  Bahman Motlagh is the Chapter Vice-Chair, Computer Society, representing the interests of the Computer Society members.  Karen Beauchamp has agreed to be the Chapter Vice-Chair, Aerospace and Electronics Systems Society, to represent the interests of those members in that society.
Plan Early for SouthCon 2003
Tutorials, Vendors are Big Part of Florida Conference

SouthCon 2003 will be held on March 19-20 at the Tampa Convention Center.  Check out the website at http://www.southcon.org to learn more details.  (If you have any topics or vendors you would like to see at SouthCon, feel free to cc:  Kathy Rinehart at k.rinehart@ieee.org in your request.)

Canaveral Section Sets the Pace!

Upgrades to Senior Member Status are Highest in Region 3 Program, Third Overall in USA

The Canaveral Section successfully upgraded ten members to Senior Member status in the Member Nominate-a-Senior Member Program, a number which more than doubled any other section in Florida or Region 3.  In fact, the Canaveral Section was third in the country, behind the Washington, DC Section with 16 and the New York Section with 12.  The Canaveral Section has challenged the other sections in Florida to double their 2001 numbers, so let’s meet our goal!
Susan wins SWE Technical Achievement Award
Susan H. Beard received the Society of Women Engineers Technical Achievement Award on February 21st at the SWE Awards Banquet.  Susan is currently a Technical Standards Order Qualifications Engineer with Rockwell Collins.  She holds a BS in Electrical Engineering from Virginia Tech and an MBA from Florida Institute of Technology.  Susan was nominated by the Canaveral Section, and reflects the caliber of membership consistent throughout the section.  Congratulations, Susan!
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Neelkanth and Steve are Elevated!

UCF Professor/Researcher, USA Engineer are first two for 2002
Dr. Neelkanth Dhere and Stephen Koca became the latest members of our Section to attain Senior Member status.  This elite category is one below Fellow grade, and recognizes professional accomplishment and experience. 

Dr. Neelkanth Dhere, who has served the Section as a Committee member in years past, is the Principal Scientist at Florida Solar Energy Center and serves as a faculty member simulataneously at UCF.  Dr. Dhere is the author of over 140 technical papers, some of which have been published originally in Portuguese.  He has been a member of IEEE for 31 years, including some years in Brazil.  His references were two Fellow Members from Colorado, Dr. Lawrence Kazmerski and Dr. Richard Ahrenkiel, and Canaveral’s own Stan Starr.  
Steve Koca is an Engineer Specialist (Group Lead Engineer), Ground Support Operations with United Space Alliance/Lockheed Martin Space Operations.  Steve has been at KSC since 1987.  He holds a BSEE from Milwaukee School of Engineering as well as a MBA from Florida Institute of Technology.  Prior to his undergraduate studies, Steve was on active duty with the United States Marine Corps.  His references were Adam “Buddy” Kissiah, Alfred Stevens, and Dan Biechler, all of the Canaveral section.
Congratulations to our new Senior Members and references on their accomplishments.  If you believe you may qualify for an upgrade to Senior Member status, please contact Kathy Rinehart at k.rinehart@ieee.org.

Art Greene is Newest Region 3 Outstanding Service Award Winner
Art Greene was notified early in February of his selection by the Region 3 Awards and Recognition Committee as the recipient of the Outstanding Service Award.  Region 3 consists of the geographical area approximately from Florida north to Washington, DC, west following the Ohio River to the Mississippi River, and south along the Mississippi to the Gulf of Mexico.  The country of Jamaica is also included in Region 3.  This is a highly contested award, and we are honored to have the recent winner within our section.  (Art also won the Florida Council Outstanding Service Award in December.)  Congratulations, Art, and thank you for the wonderful service you have given and continue to give the Canaveral Section.  
IEEE 101
It has come to the attention of your Section Chair that IEEE has many terms and acronyms that may be unfamiliar to the new member, as well as an organizational structure that may not be “intuitively obvious to the casual observer”, as an electromagnetic fields professor of two of your officers was famous for saying.  It is in the hope of removing the mystery of some of these terms that your Chair will endeavor to explain in her own words at least one term each newsletter.  Feedback concerning this feature is definitely needed!
Section:  A grouping of members based upon geographical mailing address.  It exists to provide an opportunity for education, networking, and addressing other member concerns.  

Dhere, Starr, Koca, Camacho Nominated for CCTS Awards

The Canaveral Section nominated four of its members for two awards presented at the Canaveral Council of Technical Societies (CCTS) Banquet on February 22.  Dr. Neelkanth Dhere and Stan Starr were nominated for the Engineering Achievement Award, and Steve Koca and Ernie Camacho were nominated for the Engineer of the Year Award.  
The Engineer of the Year Award is sponsored by the Florida Engineering Society and is limited to individuals who hold a Professional Engineer’s license.  The Engineering Achievement Award, created by CCTS, honors engineering achievement by those without a PE license.

Dr. Dhere and Steve Koca have quick biographies listed under the article titled “Neelkanth and Steve are Elevated!”.  
Stan Starr of Dynacs, a NASA contractor, is a Chief Engineer and Deputy Program Manager of the Engineering Development Contract at KSC.  While the employers have changed, Stan has been at KSC since July, 1981.  He holds BS and MA degrees in Physics from the University of South Florida, and also has master’s-level credits from Florida Institute of Technology and the University of Central Florida.  Stan is a Senior Member.
Ernie Camacho is Chief of the Electrical Design Branch at NASA-KSC.  Ernie has been with NASA since September, 1987, and has been a Florida registered PE since 1992.  He holds a BSEE from the University of Florida and a MS in Engineering Management from Florida Institute of Technology.  Ernie has applied for Senior Member status.
Canaveral Officer Continues Efforts to Assist PE Members with PDH Needs
Feedback Needed for Optimum Success
At the recent SoutheastCon Region 3 Educational Activities meeting, the Section Chair discussed with representatives from other Florida sections and others in the Southeast ways of meeting the Board of Professional Regulation requirements for Professional Development Hours (PDHs).  The results of these discussions were not as clear as one would hope, as the standards and expectations of the Board are, for lack of a better term, being “fleshed out”. 
The Florida West Coast Section, arguably the leader in the state given the high number of PEs within its membership, learned the week of the conference that they were not following the reporting guidelines correctly.  As nearly as your Chair can determine, about three or four sections within the state hope to be able to provide some programs to meet the needs, Canaveral included.  

The only consistent theme of qualifying PDHs is evidently determined by YOU.  Only you ultimately know what work you do, and what topics and concepts are relevant to your duties and responsibilities.  The Canaveral Section cannot, and will not, be ultimately responsible for making that determination for anyone.  
Given that, your Section Chair requests that each of you who currently holds a PE and desires that the section do something to assist you in meeting the PDH requirements, kindly send her an e-mail note with the top three subjects of interest that you would like to see a program cover.  Any future efforts will be based upon that information.
IEEE Meeting Calendar

25 April
“Issues Before the House 



Committee on Utilities and 



Telecommunications”
Rep. Mike Haridopolos
Red Lobster-Merritt Island, 5:30-8
30 May
“Intro to Webpage Design”
Mr. James Isaak
Computer Society Distinguished 

Visitor Program
Florida Solar Energy Center, 5:30-8
Students encouraged!
June (?)
Plant Tour (?) To Be Determined


Watch for Postcard or Check Out Canaveral 


Website, also Canaveral Section E-Mail List

August 
Meetings Resume

November
50th Anniversary Bash!
[image: image1.jpg]<& IEEE




IEEE Canaveral Section

PO Box 236391

Cocoa, FL 32923





Non-Profit Org.

U.S. Postage Paid

Permit No. 152

Cocoa, FL 32922
What’s Inside…..


Computer Society Chapter No More!�
1�
�
Plan Early for SouthCon 2003�
1�
�
Canaveral Section Sets the Pace�
1�
�
Susan wins SWE Technical Achievement Award�
1�
�
Neelkanth and Steve are Elevated!�
2�
�
Art Greene is Newest Region 3 Outstanding Service�
2�
�
IEEE 101�
2�
�
Dhere, Starr, Koca, Camacho Nominated for   CCTS Awards�
3�
�
Canaveral Officer Continues Efforts to Assist PE Members with PDH Needs�
3�
�
IEEE Canaveral Section Calendar�
4�
�












2001 ExComm Officers:


Kathryn Rinehart -  Chair


Leon Migdalski -  Vice Chair


Robert Morrison - Secretary


Wayne Rendla - Treasurer


Chuck Chapman – AES/Comp. Soc. Chapter Chair


Dr. Bahman Motlagh – Computer Society Vice Chair


Karen Beauchamp – AES Society Vice Chair











Important websites:


www.ieee.org


http://www.ewh.ieee.org/r3/canaveral/


http://www.ieee.org/membership/


http://www.ieee.org/florida


SouthCon  http://www.southcon.org


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ewh.ieee.org/reg/1/gold/" ��http://www.ewh.ieee.org/reg/1/gold/�


SoutheastCon  http://www.ewh.ieee.org/cmte/secon/
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