A Brief Moment





Many of you may have learned from the newspaper, television, or radio of the February 9th deaths of three Brevard County teenagers in a one-car accident on Merritt Island.  What you may not have known is that our section was directly touched by this loss.  Bill Nutter, a member employed by United Space Alliance, lost his son Will in this tragic accident.  While your section officers had not met Will or his sister Carol, we had met Bill and his wife Kris at section meetings before.  It seems that Will was quite the computer enthusiast with a flair for web page design,.  Your section chair attended Will’s service on your behalf, and a decision by the Executive Committee has been made to donate a small sum to the Merritt Island branch of the Brevard County Library in Will’s memory.  The funds will be designated to purchase a book on programming or web page design, subjects dear to Will’s heart.  


Milestone Celebration Scheduled for May


Attendance, Assistance Requested





The Canaveral Section will host a Milestone dedication/unveiling ceremony on May 25, 2001 in the Kirk Debus Conference Center at the Kennedy Space Center Visitor’s Complex.  Details are still incomplete, so please check the section’s website for the most up-to-date information.  The IEEE President, Mr. Joel Snyder, is slated to attend at the time of this publication deadline.   This is only the 37th Milestone in the world, and the first one to recognize the electrical engineering contributions to space flight made at Cape Canaveral AFS and Kennedy Space Center 1950-1969.  This Milestone is already listed on the IEEE website with other Milestones, including the citation.





While the Canaveral Section Executive Committee is working hard to make the ceremony one that will be pleasing to the electrical engineering space pioneers, we need help.  We can use the talent of those in the section with fundraising experience, and if someone knows of a source of contributions for this effort please contact the section officers.  As IEEE is a non-profit organization, donations are tax-exempt when in compliance with federal law.  We also need someone with a digital camera willing to take photos at the ceremony for posting on the section website and possibly other locations.  Additionally, we need help in locating those individuals who worked in the areas honored by the citation so they can be specially invited to the ceremony.  General assistance is also needed, with options available even if one has only an hour to donate.


Money for Undergrads!


(Research Money, That Is)





�Research money is available for undergraduate students from the Antennas and Propagation Society.  The application packages must be submitted no later than April 30th.  More details are available on the IEEE website on the Antennas and Propagation Society webpage.





�
Life Member Chapter gains momentum





Art Greene and many of the Canaveral Section are finalizing the details for a petition to form a Life Member Chapter with the Melbourne Section.  In fact, one can hope that the Life Member Chapter will be chartered by the July newsletter.  This affinity group is designed to address the specific interests of Life and Life Senior members.  Check the section website and next newsletter for further details.


Congratulations!


Stan Becomes a Senior!





On February 17, 2001 Stan Starr became the Canaveral Section’s latest Senior Member.  Stan, who is employed by Dynacs Engineering at Kennedy Space Center, has over 20 years experience in both engineering and technical management.  Stan was recommended by J. P. “Andy” Anderson, F. W. “Skip” Blum, Art Greene, and Bill Zelinsky.  Congratulations to candidate and references upon a successful upgrade!


Karen is a Contender





Karen Beauchamp of Computer Sciences Raytheon (CSR) at Patrick AFB was a finalist for the Space Coast New Woman Engineer of the Year award, given by the Space Coast Section of the Society of Women Engineers on February 27, 2001.  Karen was one of nine nominees, with the field of nominees including the counties of Brevard, Indian River, and Volusia.  While the eventual winner hailed from Northrup Grumman, Karen represented her company and the Canaveral Section well. 


Want to Communicate Better?


Section Considers Communications Society Chapter





The Canaveral Section has enough members to start a Canaveral Chapter of the Communications Society, and judging from the interest expressed to Section Chair Kathy Rinehart several are willing to petition for one to be formed.  Current Communications Society members that Kathy has not yet contacted may e-mail the section’s address at sec.canaveral@ieee.org to express a desire to form one.  Twelve signatures must appear on the petition for one to be formed, and the petition form will be available at the section’s upcoming meetings.


Several advantages can be gained with a Chapter, one of which is the ability to have meetings on topics of interest to the members that may be overlooked by the section, or the section cannot obtain.  (An example of the latter point is the Communications Society Distinguished Lecturer Program, any speaker of which can only visit a Chapter and cannot be requested by a section.) 


Lab Tour Set for April 5th





The section’s April meeting will be a tour of an electromagnetic compatibility lab in Melbourne known as Rubicom Systems, Inc.  The tour, which is limited to 30 participants will begin at 7:00 pm.  All attendees are requested to be at the lab, located at 284 West Drive, by 6:45 pm.  The company’s website, www.rubicomsystems.com, may help familiarize attendees with the company prior to the tour.  Please RSVP to the section’s e-mail address at sec.canaveral@ieee.org.  Those without internet connectivity may register at 773-2562 before March 27.  If there should be more responses than there are spaces available, respondents affected will be notified before March 28.   The priority will be on a first-registered, first-accepted basis. 


Meeting with SAME set for May 10th





Our May meeting will be a joint meeting with the Society of American Military Engineers (SAME) on May 10th at the Holiday Inn Cocoa Beach.  The social will begin at 6:00 pm.  The topic will be “From Plowshares to Swords to Plowshares”, and examines the path of a 100-year-old Florida company from agricultural products to anti-submarine warfare to medical electronics.  Mr. Drew Helseth of Sparton will present our  hybrid history/technical program.  Watch the mail or check the website for meeting announcements regarding the dining options and other relevant details.


June Meeting Currently Under Construction


Luncheon Program on Computer Simulation Considered





In response to feedback obtained from current members during the recent telephone survey, a June luncheon meeting addressing simulation issues is currently being planned.  This would be a joint meeting of the Canaveral Section and the section’s Computer Society.  More details will be forthcoming on the website and in the mail. 


Anyone Need Any CEUs or PDHs?





It has come to the attention of the Section Chair that the Canaveral Section and/or its Computer Society can organize programs that will be certified by IEEE-Piscataway as meeting requirements for CEUs (Continuing Education Units) or PDHs (Professional Development Hours).  All plans are to keep this certification at the lowest cost possible, potentially even free to IEEE members.  The section officers and chapter officers would like to know if this is a feature of interest to the membership.  Please send your comments to Section Chair Kathy Rinehart at krinehart@ieee.org if this opportunity is one you would like to see, and if possible the name of the organization/company to which you would like to present these credits.


Extra!  Extra!  Check Out Our Website!





If you haven’t visited the Canaveral Section’s website on the IEEE website, you have missed several improvements, with more slated to come soon.  New features include a section calendar, which will be updated regularly to show upcoming meetings and other events.  Another new feature is to subscribe to the Canaveral Section electronic mail list, which will enable you to receive newsletters, meeting announcements, and other timely section information before the United States Postal Service version.  (Our long-term vision is to migrate exclusively to electronic delivery of these items, but until the entire section desires electronic mail rather than standard mail, we will continue to support both.)  Future developments may include a Computer Society website and other features.  Visit the website and forward comments to sec.canaveral@ieee.org.


Need Help?


Two IEEE Members Relocate to our Area





��IEEE member Stan Flack has relocated to the Space Coast.  Stan has been a member of IEEE for 43 years, starting out as a student member.  In the 1960’s he worked for the U.S. Navy and Sperry Gyroscope Co. doing evaluation and training for inertial navigation systems for Polaris submarines.  He then worked at Goddard Space Flight Center doing computer programming in a data center supporting environmental testing of spacecraft.  In the 1970’s Stan did assembly language programming for embedded applications including medical instrumentation for NIH and for telephone switches.  For the past 20 years he worked for a long distance voice carrier doing software development, requirements management and project management.  He is interested in continuing his career in engineering here in Brevard County and has been seeking employment or contracting opportunities.  Stan may be contacted at StanFlack@aol.com.





IEEE Canaveral section member Nuvia Mendez is underemployed at the moment and seeks an 
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��engineering position.  Her bachelor’s degree is in electrical engineering, and she has experience in high voltage design and transmission as well as some aspects of contracts and quality assurance, including experience in AutoCad.  Nuvia’s resume is available upon request, and she may be contacted at Jessel96@earthlink.net.
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2001 EXCOM Officers:


Kathryn Rinehart -  Chairman


Leon Migdalski -  Vice Chair


Robert Morrison - Secretary


Wayne Rendla - Treasurer


Dr. Bahman Motlagh - Comp. Soc. Chapter Chair


Charles Chapman – Computer Society Vice Chair








Important websites:





www.ieee.org


http://www.ewh.ieee.org/r3/canaveral/


http://www.westcon.com


http://www.ieee.org/membership/


http://www.ieee.org/compliance


http://www.ieee.org/tag/tag.html


http://www.ewh.ieee.org/reg/1/gold/
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