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	Abstract:
	This liaison deals with Synchronization in datacentres



A new work item on the extension of ITU-T defined sync frameworks and profiles for synchronization in data centres has been approved at the SG15 meeting held in Montreal on 1-12 July 2024. This work will focus on technologies and methodologies that ITU-T Q13/15 has developed in cooperation with IEEE 1588 and other relevant SDOs, over the last 3 decades, that defines the delivery of precision timing information with predefined performance accuracy that will support data centres applications. This includes timing performance metrics, clocks, sync resiliency, etc.
The initiation of this work item was the result of discussions held over the last few years and in particular, at the OCP Global Summit, October 2023 (Standards for deploying synchronization in OCP - 2023 OCP Global Summit in San Jose, California October 17–19, 2023, PowerPoint Presentation (itu.int)), where Q13/15 were requested to support the development of related standards. The new work item was supported by multiple ITU-T members including several network operators.
ITU-T Q13/15 continues to promote coordination and support of SDOs in the development of interoperable transport system, including time synchronization. We plan to work in cooperation with all groups addressing related items, e.g., IEEE P3335, IEEE P1588 (e.g., as related to project IEEE P1588.1), IEEE IC timing in data centres. 
For this purpose, ITU-T Q13/15 plan to host a series of virtual meetings to coordinate this work. Use case and synchronization requirements for data centres are among the main items expected to be addressed at these meetings. Synchronization experts from the SDOs receiving this liaison statement are invited to join these meeting.
The first coordination meeting will be held: 
–	Date:   3 September 2024
–	Time:    1500 - 1600 CET (Geneva Switzerland)
–	URL:     Virtual meetings at: 
https://itu.zoom.us/j/95013826403?pwd=RSDbUoWqdnYDr9nprvRK9FUGdbaSPG.1

The dates and time for future coordination meetings will be agreed during the first meeting
ITU-T SG15 looks forward to further cooperation with OCP and IEEE.
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