
Clinically	suspect	
renal	colic?YES NO

Presence	of	“red	flags?”
- Infection	(see	protocol)
- Single	kidney
- Transplanted	kidney
- Renal	impairment	(see	

protocol)

ED	bedside	US	for:
• AAA	in	age>50	
• hydronephrosis

No	CTU
- Pursue	other	diagnoses
- Useful	information	on	alternate	

diagnoses	from	CTU	is	rare	

- Absence	reduces	
likelihood	of	renal	colic
+	Presence	increases	
likelihood	of	renal	colic

Hydronephrosis?YES NO

CTU

Good	response	to	
analgesia	by	4	hours

NO YES

Discharge	with	
adequate	oral	
analgesia	and	advice	
sheet

AAA?

Yes:		manage	
as	such	

Less	likely

More	likely

No	ED	US	
available
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