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Comment on: ‘Lupus Low Disease Activity State 
(LLDAS) attainment discriminates responders in 
a systemic lupus erythematosus trial: post-hoc 
analysis of the Phase IIb MUSE trial of 
anifrolumab’ by Eric Morand et al

I read with great interest the paper by Eric Morand and 
colleagues1 reporting on the utility of the Lupus Low Disease 
Activity State attainment using a useful form of discrimination 
in the phase IIb MUSE Anifrolumab trial published recently in 
the journal. The manuscript makes a useful contribution to this 
important debate but does contain one important error which 
should be corrected.

In the discussion, the authors state ‘The assumption that 
gastrointestinal activity, which is not measured in the SLEDAI-2K 
or BILAG…’ is simply incorrect. British Isles Lupus Assess-
ment Group (BILAG)-20042 has a whole section dedicated to 
capturing gastrointestinal disease. It is one of several facets of 
lupus activity captured in BILAG but not captured in SLEDAI-2K 
(others include haemolytic anaemia and ophthalmic disease).
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