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Wells' score elements Score

Active cancer (any treatment within past 6 months) 1

Calf swelling where affected calf circumference measures >3 cm more 1
than the other calf (measured 10 cm below tibial tuberosity)

Prominent superficial veins (non-varicose) 1
Pitting cedema (confined to symptomatic leg) 1
Swelling of entire leg 1
Localised pain along distribution of deep venous system 1
Paralysis, paresis, or recent cast immobilisation of lower extremities 1
Recent bed rest for =3 days or major surgery requiring regional or general 1

anaesthetic within past 12 weeks

Previous history of DWT or PE 1

Alternative diagnosis at least as probable subtract 2

DWT unlikely <2 (probability, 15%)

OVT likely z2 (absolute risk is
approximately 40%)

*Two versions of the risk assessment model have been validated: two categories (OWT unlikely or likely) or three
categories (low-, intermediate-, or high-clinical probability). The simplified version {producing two score
categories) is presented as it is likely the easiest to use in clinical settings.

Wells' gyemo
Mazzolai L, et al. Diagnosis and management of acute deep vein thrombosis. Eur Heart J. 2018 Dec 14;39(47):4208-18
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Likelihood of DVT based on history, physical examination, risk factors, and Wells' criteria

|

Wells' score <2 (low probability of DVT)

|

D-DIMER LEVEL

|

Wells' score 22 (high probability of DVT)

|
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£ 3
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Prevention and management of venous thromboembolism in COVID-19 (https://
www.sign.ac.uk/our-guidelines)

oghm6o Scottish Intercollegiate Guidelines Network dememem godmgggybgdo: 2021

Venous thromboembolic diseases: diagnosis, management and thrombophilia testing (https://
www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng158)

sgheéo National Institute for Health and Care Excellence dememem godmgggybgdo: 2023

Venous thromboembolism in over 16s: reducing the risk of hospital-acquired deep vein
thrombosis or pulmonary embolism (https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng89)

030005)0 National Institute for Health and Care Excellence dememm 303md333682>o: 2019

Prevention and management of venous thromboembolism: a national clinical guideline
(https://www.sign.ac.uk/our-guidelines)

sghméo Scottish Intercollegiate Guidelines Network dmemm go8mdggybgde: 2014

Clinical guidelines for testing for heritable thrombophilia (https://b-s-h.org.uk/guidelines)
oghméo British Society for Haematology dmemm go8mggqybgde: 2010
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NCCN clinical practice guidelines in oncology: cancer-associated venous thromboembolic
disease (https://www.nccn.org/guidelines/category_3)

sghméo National Comprehensive Cancer Network dmemem go8mgzgybgdo: 2023

ACR-AIUM-SPR-SRU practice parameter for the performance of peripheral venous
ultrasound examination (https://www.acr.org/Clinical-Resources/Practice-Parameters-and-
Technical-Standards/Practice-Parameters-by-Modality)

oghméo American College of Radiology; American Institute of Ultrasound dmemem godmgggybgdo: 2019

in Medicine; Society of Pediatric Radiology; Society of Radiologists in
Ultrasound

American Society of Hematology 2018 guidelines for management of venous
thromboembolism: diagnosis of venous thromboembolism (https://www.hematology.org/
education/clinicians/guidelines-and-quality-care/clinical-practice-guidelines/venous-
thromboembolism-guidelines/diagnosis)

oghméo American Society of Hematology dmemem godmgggybgdo: 2018

Management of venous thromboembolism: thrombophilia testing (https://
www.hematology.org/education/clinicians/guidelines-and-quality-care/clinical-practice-
guidelines)

0Qbgoecd0e?

sghmEo American Society of Hematology dmemem g3odmgggybgdo: 2023

American Society of Hematology 2018 guidelines for management of venous
thromboembolism: venous thromboembolism in the context of pregnancy (https://
www.hematology.org/education/clinicians/guidelines-and-quality-care/clinical-practice-
guidelines/venous-thromboembolism-guidelines/pregnancy)

oghméo American Society of Hematology dememm go8mgggybgde: 2018

ACR appropriateness criteria: suspected lower extremity deep vein thrombosis (https://
www.acr.org/Clinical-Resources/ACR-Appropriateness-Criteria)

sghméo American College of Radiology dmemm go8mdggybgde: 2018

Management of venous thromboembolism (https://acforum.org/web/education-guidance.php)

sghméo Anticoagulation Forum dmemm go3mgzgybgdo: 2016

Diagnosis and management of iliofemoral deep vein thrombosis: clinical practice guideline
(https://www.cmaj.ca/content/187/17/1288.1ong)

sghméo Interdisciplinary Expert Panel on Iliofemoral Deep Vein Thrombosis dmenm go8mdggybgde: 2015

Diagnosis of DVT: antithrombotic therapy and prevention of thrombosis, 9th edition (https://
journal.chestnet.org/issue/S0012-3692(12)X6003-3)

oghméo American College of Chest Physicians dmemem godmgggybgdo: 2012
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Diagnosis and treatment of lower extremity deep vein thrombosis: Korean practice guidelines
(https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5045251)

oghméo Korean Society of Interventional Radiology; Korean Society for dmemem godmgzgybgdo: 2016
Vascular Surgery
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Postnatal care (https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng194)

03(50060 National Institute for Health and Care Excellence dmemem godmgggybgdo: 2021

Venous thromboembolic diseases: diagnosis, management and thrombophilia testing (https://
www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng158)

ogheéo National Institute for Health and Care Excellence dmemem g30dmgggybgdo: 2023

Venous thromboembolism in over 16s: reducing the risk of hospital-acquired deep vein
thrombosis or pulmonary embolism (https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng89)

030005)0 National Institute for Health and Care Excellence dememm 303md333682>o: 2019

Thromboembolic disease in pregnancy and the puerperium: acute management (https://
www.rcog.org.uk/guidelines)

sghméo Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists deemm go8mgggybgos: 2015

Reducing the risk of venous thromboembolism during pregnancy and the puerperium (https://
www.rcog.org.uk/guidelines)

sghméo Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists dmemm g3o3mgzgybgde: 2015

Apixaban for the treatment and secondary prevention of deep vein thrombosis and/or
pulmonary embolism (https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ta341)

o3d)m6m National Institute for Health and Care Excellence deemm 3o3md3336360: 2015

Prevention and management of venous thromboembolism: a national clinical guideline
(https://www.sign.ac.uk/our-guidelines)

oghm6o Scottish Intercollegiate Guidelines Network dmemm godmgggybgdo: 2014

Antithrombotics: indications and management - a national clinical guideline (https://
www.sign.ac.uk/our-guidelines)

sghméo Scottish Intercollegiate Guidelines Network dmemem g303mgggybgdo: 2013

Guidelines on travel-related venous thrombosis (https://b-s-h.org.uk/guidelines)

sghméo British Society for Haematology deemm go8mgzgybgde: 2011

Guidelines on use of vena cava filters (https://b-s-h.org.uk/guidelines)

sghméo British Society for Haematology dmemm go8mdggybgde: 2006
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Clinical practice guidelines on the management of venous thrombosis (https://esvs.org/
guidelines)

sghméo European Society for Vascular Surgery dememm go8mgzgybgde: 2021
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Antithrombotic therapy for VTE disease: second guideline update and expert panel report
(https://www.chestnet.org/guidelines-and-topic-collections)

sghméo American College of Chest Physicians dmemem go8mgzgybgdo: 2021

Management of venous thromboembolism: thrombophilia testing (https://
www.hematology.org/education/clinicians/guidelines-and-quality-care/clinical-practice-
guidelines)

oghméo American Society of Hematology 3 go8mdggybgde: 2023

NCCN clinical practice guidelines in oncology: cancer-associated venous thromboembolic
disease (https://www.nccn.org/guidelines/category_3)

o3hm6éo National Comprehensive Cancer Network dmemem godmgggybgdo: 2023

American Society of Hematology 2021 guidelines for management of venous
thromboembolism: prevention and treatment in patients with cancer (https://
www.hematology.org/education/clinicians/guidelines-and-quality-care/clinical-practice-
guidelines/venous-thromboembolism-guidelines/cancer)

sghmEo American Society of Hematology dememem godmgggybgdo: 2021

American Society of Hematology 2020 guidelines for management of venous
thromboembolism: treatment of deep vein thrombosis and pulmonary embolism (https://
www.hematology.org/education/clinicians/guidelines-and-quality-care/clinical-practice-
guidelines/venous-thromboembolism-guidelines/treatment)

oghméo American Society of Hematology dememm go8mgggybgde: 2020

Venous thromboembolism prophylaxis and treatment in patients with cancer (https://
WWW.asco.org/practice-patients/guidelines)

sghméo American Society of Clinical Oncology dmemm go8mdggybgde: 2023

American Society of Hematology 2018 guidelines for management of venous
thromboembolism: optimal management of anticoagulation therapy (https://
www.hematology.org/Clinicians/Guidelines-Quality/VTE/9178.aspx)

sghméo American Society of Hematology dmemem go8mgzgybgdo: 2018

American Society of Hematology 2018 guidelines for management of venous
thromboembolism: venous thromboembolism in the context of pregnancy (https://
www.hematology.org/education/clinicians/guidelines-and-quality-care/clinical-practice-
guidelines/venous-thromboembolism-guidelines/pregnancy)

oghméo American Society of Hematology dmemm go8mdggybgde: 2018

Management of venous thromboembolism (https://acforum.org/web/education-guidance.php)

oghméo Anticoagulation Forum dememm godmgggybgdo: 2016
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Diagnosis and management of iliofemoral deep vein thrombosis: clinical practice guideline
(https://www.cmaj.ca/content/187/17/1288.1ong)

sghméo Interdisciplinary Expert Panel on Iliofemoral Deep Vein Thrombosis dmemm go8mdggybgde: 2015

Prevention of VTE in nonorthopedic surgical patients: antithrombotic therapy and prevention
of thrombosis, 9th edition (https://journal.chestnet.org/issue/S0012-3692(12)X6003-3)

oghméo American College of Chest Physicians dmemm g303mgggybgdo: 2012

Prevention of VTE in nonsurgical patients: antithrombotic therapy and prevention of
thrombosis, 9th edition (https://journal.chestnet.org/issue/S0012-3692(12)X6003-3)

oghméo American College of Chest Physicians dmemem godmgggybgdo: 2012

Management of massive and submassive pulmonary embolism, iliofemoral deep
vein thrombosis, and chronic thromboembolic pulmonary hypertension (https://
www.ahajournals.org/doi/full/10.1161/cir.0b013e318214914f)

oghmEo American Heart Association dememem godmgggybgdo: 2011
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Diagnosis and treatment of lower extremity deep vein thrombosis: Korean practice guidelines
(https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5045251)

o3hméo Korean Society of Interventional Radiology; Korean Society for dmemem godmgggybgdo: 2016
Vascular Surgery
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1. IHI: reducing adverse drug events involving anticoagulants (http://www.ihi.org/knowledge/pages/tools/

anticoagulanttoolkitreducingades.aspx) (external link)
2. Warfarin dosing (http://www.warfarindosing.org/Source/Home.aspx) (external link)

3. Choosing Wisely: Society for Vascular Medicine — five things physicians and patients should question

(http://www.choosingwisely.org/societies/society-for-vascular-medicine) (external link)

4. Thrombosis Canada: warfarin point-of-care INR monitoring (http://thrombosiscanada.ca/wp-content/
uploads/2017/07/Warfain-Point-of-Care-2017]Jul21-FINAL.pdf) (external link)
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Wells' score elements Score

Active cancer (any treatment within past & months) 1

Calf swelling where affected calf circumference measures =3 cm more 1
than the other calf (measured 10 cm below tibial tuberosity)

Prominent superficial veins (non-varicose) 1
Pitting cedema (confined to symptomatic leq) 1
Swelling of entire leg 1
- Localised pain along distribution of deep venous system 1
()
)
\g Paralysis, paresis, or recent cast immobilisation of lower extremities 1
5
Recent bed rest for =3 days or major surgery requiring regional or general 1

anaesthetic within past 12 weeks

Previous history of DVT or PE 1

Alternative diagnosis at least as probable subtract 2

DVT unlikely <2 (probability,15%)

OVT likely =2 (absolute risk is
approximately 40%)

*Two versions of the risk assessment model have been validated: two categories (OWT unlikely or likely) or three
categories (low-, intermediate-, or high-clinical probability). The simplified version (producing two score
categories) is presented as it is likely the easiest to use in clinical settings.

gognée 1: Wells' gnemo

Mazzolai L, et al. Diagnosis and management of acute deep vein thrombosis. Eur Heart J. 2018 Dec
14;39(47):4208-18
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Likelihood of DVT based on history, physical examination, risk factors, and Wells' criteria

|

wWells" score <2 (low probability of DVT)

|

D-DIMER LEVEL
normal elevated
ovT VEMOUS
EXCLUDED DUPLEX
ULTRASOUND
WHOLE LEG PROXMIMAL DUS
ULTRASDUND
rg negative positive negative positive
D
8 VT VT REPEAT DN
\g EXCLUDED DIAGNOSED ULTRASDUND DHAGNOSED
') 1M 53-7 DAYS
o ]
negative positive
VT VT
EXCLUDED DIAGNDSED

!

Wells' score 22 (high probability of DVT)

|

VENOUS DUPLEX ULTRASOUND

WHOLE LEG PROXIMAL DUS

2\ 2 3\

negative positive negative positive
ovT ovT REPEAT DVT

EXCLUDED DIAGNOSED ULTRASOUND MAGNOSED
IN 5-7 DAYS

4

negative positive

DT ovT
EXCLUDED DIAGNOSED
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