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Abstract

This research which aims at sampling the solution of a life problem using the decision
making model and showing the contribution of this application to democracy education
was planned in accordance with the objective research technique. Student worksheets and
camera recordings were used for data analysis. Sixty-six third grade students studying in a
public primary school were participated in this study. Based on students’responses to open
ended questions, content and descriptive analyses were carried out. 39 students decided
against cutting the tree and 19 ideas were put forward. Students evaluated their ideas and
made their final decisions. It can be emphasized that an atmosphere where different ideas
and decisions are put forward can contribute to democracy education.
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The purpose of social sciences and social studies is to enable students
to gain knowledge analytically in problem solving, to develop the values
and attitudes of a democratic society and to take action as a citizen to
establish a democratic society (Barth, & Demirtag, 1997). The purposes
mentioned above (i) knowledge, (7i) skills, (ii) attitudes and values and
(iv) social participation can be evaluated as the universal purposes ac-
cepted all over the world (Oztiirk, 2009).

Decision making is one of the most important abilities because people
are always in the position of making decisions both in their private lives
such as where to live, which job to choose, and in social issues such as
which leader to elect and which team to support. They have countless
number of issues to decide on in their daily lives and their daily lives
are shaped by the decisions made by themselves or other people (Arm-
strong, 1980; Naylor, & Diem, 1987). Making decisions is an ability to
be learned (Parker, & Jarolimek, 1997; Smith, 1998).

Decision making is defining the alternatives and choosing one of them
by applying certain criteria. Effective decision making ability is closely
linked with creative and critical thinking abilities. Creative thinking is
needed to produce the necessary alternatives to choose from in decision
making and critical thinking to evaluate these alternatives. Shirly Engle,
the well-known social sciences instructor (1960), argued that the crite-
rion to be a good citizen was the quality of the decision made in private
and social issues. Thus, she was of the opinion that to develop the ability
of decision making should be the main target of social studies teaching
(cited in Naylor, & Diem, 1987). The interests of adults and children are
different. Decisions made easily by children may be the decisions which
adults don't approve (Thomas, 2000). When children make wrong deci-
sions on trivial subjects, it is important for parents not to interfere in
because they mostly learn from their mistakes.

Decision making, in short, is to choose one from different alternatives.
Those who study cognitive psychology define decision making as activi-
ties of mind in the position of choosing one out of many alternatives
(Galotti, 2002). If there is only one alternative, it means there is no
decision making. Yet, even in such a limited situation, there is a need
to make a decision on whether to act or not. One or two alternatives
are evaluated in decision making other than habits. We should keep in
mind that in order to develop the ability to make decisions, additional
knowledge, personal values and abilities are needed. Besides these, the
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person who will decide needs to know the opportunities around him,
limits and possibilities for change (Katey-Walker, 1987). Decisions are
made under vague conditions. Therefore the decision-maker may not be
sure whether his decision will bring the best results or not. Making logi-
cal decisions depends on choosing the ways of thinking and behaving in
a manner to serve the aims, results and ethical values (Vars, 1993).

According to Brooks & Brooks (1993) constructivist approach makes
it necessary for individuals to have much more responsibility and to
be more active in the process of learning. For this purpose, approaches
such as cooperative learning, problem based learning etc. which makes
it possible for students to interact with their environment is applied in
this approach (cited in Kilig, Karadeniz, & Karatag, 2003).

'There may be differences in the stages of the process without chang-
ing the general rules (see Adair, 2000; Milli Egitim Bakanligi [MEB],
2005; Michealis, & Garcia, 1996). In this research, the 6 stages of deci-
sion making process have been used defined by George M. Schuncke.
'These stages are (7) defining the problem, (77) planning to collect data on
alternatives and results, (7ii) creating alternatives to solve the problem,
(iv) considering the alternatives and the probable results of them, (v)
making the decision and (vi) applying the decision (Schuncke, 1988).

Decision making process begins with the need to change. This is the
stage to create the questions to be answered. The question to be answered
may be very clear in some situations whereas it may be extremely vague
in others. Defining the problem is one of the most difficult stages for
people (McNamara, 1999). The decision maker needs data before mak-
ing a decision. As many alternatives as possible should be searched for
in order to solve the problem. Complicated decision making methods
also contain measuring the probability of indefinite events. Thus, evalu-
ating stage is a hard one in this manner. In general, this examination is
made based on personal values rather than facts. Fifth stage is making
the decision (Schuncke, 1988). Each student’s decision may be different
(Engle & Ochoa, 1988). The process of decision making does not end
with the decision made; it is necessary to think about how to apply the
decision, as it ends the process and provides an aim (Schuncke, 1988).

Democracy is a form of government in which all the citizens participate
in every social activity and decide freely. The values of democracy are

independence, freedom, self respect, respect to human dignity, friend-
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ship, helpfulness, cooperation, equality, secrecy, honesty, responsibility,
justice, respect to differences and environment, international human
rights, peaceful solutions to conflicts and supporting the weak (Sar,
Sar1, & Otiing, 2008).

Purpose

It is important in the countries such as the United States, England and
Germany where the educational system is based mostly on the freedom
of the individuals to stress the importance of application rather than
theory of the democracy especially in the second half of primary edu-
cation. However, research on democracy education is scant in Turkey
(Yesil, 2002). In a study conducted by Uste (2007), it has become clear
that students who don't feel confident, don't express themselves freely
and they can't solve their problems in a peaceful way. In addition to
these, teachers are sometimes too severe and the punishments are hard.

Research on decision making in Turkey is mostly limited to decision
making like democracy education. However, in primary school social
studies curriculum of 2005, developing skills beyond mere knowledge
accumulation has been stressed. Developing skills, which can be used in
real life situations, such as problem solving, decision making, critical and
creative thinking has become important. In primary school classrooms,
applications in social studies are significant to help student develop pri-
mary democratic values and attitudes besides gaining knowledge and
skills. Applications of decision making models in classrooms to advance
decision making skills can also promote democracy education expected
to be given in social studies courses. The main purpose of this study is
to determine the effectiveness of decision making model in democracy
education. This study also aims at enlightening academicians, teachers,
pre-service teachers and others interested in this topic through sam-
pling of the application of decision making model.

Method
Participants

'This research took place in a primary school at the province of Kadikoy
in Istanbul during the second term of 2005-2006 academic year. There
were two reasons in selecting this school for the given study. The first
reason was that the management and teachers were willing to take part
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in the research. The second reason was that its students were used to
participate in such activities because the students in the Department of
Primary School Education were visiting there regularly for the purpose
of teacher training application. Sixty-six third grade students were par-
ticipated in this study.

Measures

The research has been carried on helping by teacher trainees who have
had the necessary education on problem based learning approach, its
application and willing. The application has two stages. In the first stage
the teacher trainees said that they would design the lesson in a different
way after talking with the students about the problems they face in daily
life. Then they said to the students that the method has some stages and
wrote them on the board. Individual work is done in the second stage.
Each student was provided with worksheets concerning the prepared
problematic situation. Problematic situations which contain conflicts
and need to be decided on have been searched for in order to use in
the application. A problematic, conflicting real life situation has been
chosen to attract interest and develop the motivation of the students
(Baysal, 2005). The problematic situation is that one of the two pine
trees in the garden of Manolya Apartment is leaning over the road in
front of it. Uncle Liitfi is worried about the situation as it might fall on
somebody passing by. He wants the tree to be cut down. Aunt Sevda,
another resident in the building, is opposed to the tree being cut down
due to her love for nature. Students were requested to write item by
item what could be done. In the sixth question, they were asked to write
what they themselves would do in such a situation. At the end of the
worksheet they were requested to write a letter to the students of the
building stating their own decisions, which they did. Visual data ob-
tained by the camera were watched by the researcher. The data obtained
from the worksheets were examined and analyzed. Visual and written
data were quoted directly in the research.

Procedure

'The research has been arranged in accordance with sample issues (Kara-
sar, 2002). In this research, both visual and written data have been ob-
tained. The data obtained have been evaluated within the principles
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of objective searching method. Both descriptive and content analyses
have been made (Arseven, 2001; Kug, 2003; Mayring, 2000; Yildirim, &
Simgek, 2004). Content analysis has been made by another expert other
than the researcher. The purpose of this is to prove inter coder reliability
among categories defined by the coding experts (Bernard, 2000). The
reliability between to the coding experts is 0.90, which is considered to
be at the desired level.

Results and Discussion

Classrooms are small samples of societies. Thus, the first condition to be
a democratic society is to be able to create a democratic atmosphere in
the classrooms. Democratic application should take place in the class-
rooms so that the young generation could be active and democratic citi-
zens (Selvi, 2004). Methods used in classrooms have a great role in be-
coming democratic. Cooperative learning, problem solving, discussion
methods both develop the sense of responsibility and respect to others
(Goziitok, 1995). Sample events, different alternatives, comfortable and
respectful communication atmosphere are important factors to create a
democratic society.

In this case what teachers should do is that they should participate in
the activities and cooperate with the students instead of having them
fully recite what they taught them. In sharing the activity, as the teacher
is a student and the student is a teacher without knowing it, the stu-
dents can think, make decisions and reach conclusions by struggling
with the problem and finding solutions themselves (Dewey, 1996).

Educators who believe that students should be given democracy educa-
tion in the classroom in order to transfer it to life are of the pinion that
they should learn decision making, critical thinking, participating in
the problem solving activities, developing responsibility and respect to
others (Allen, 2000; Duman, 2008; Géziitok, 1995; Rainer, & Guyton,
1999; Sahin, & Cokadar, 2006; Yesil, 2004 ). Students make their deci-
sions themselves in this research. Each student’s decision may be dif-
ferent, but they learn to visualize things from different perspectives and
to respect different views (Engle, & Ochoa, 1988). As for the teachers,
they have the role of a guide during the teaching and learning process in
addition to the evaluation of what has been learned just like in the tra-
ditional approach. They can help students with their questions to enable
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them to make their own decisions. They can help create a democratic
atmosphere. They listen to different points of views and thoughts with-
out criticizing them. They also help solve the disputes which may oc-
cur when they work in cooperation. They focus on developing students’
abilities and attitudes rather than helping them gain mere knowledge.

While 21 students have decided to have the tree cut down, 39 students
have decided against having it cut down. It has generally been preferred
in Turkey for years to have students memorize some facts such as “we
mustn't cut down trees” in traditional learning atmosphere without let-
ting them think and find out for themselves.

Under the light of the data obtained from the visual registers, students
think about applying the decisions in real life in different ways. Most of
the students thought that they should hold a meeting in the building,
inform the residents of their decision and make it the common decision
of all. A student who had thought of piling old furniture in front of the
apartment building thought of asking the residents to put the furniture
which they don't use in front of the tree. Some proposed that they ask
the municipality for help. Another student who had wanted to have the
tree cut down suggested that they put signs saying “the tree is being
cut down” at the both ends of the road to prevent people from walking
under the tree while it is being cut down.

'The following items can be suggested under these conclusions: (7) The
Ministry of Education should take the necessary measures to equip
teachers with knowledge which will enable them to apply the produc-
tive approaches in their classes. (77) Teachers should be given democ-
racy education and should thus be open to all ideas in the classrooms
and create a respectful environment. (7i7) Teachers who have been using
teacher centered methods in the classrooms for years should be sup-
ported to transform to decision making approach and to achieve the
role of a plan maker, a guide and evaluator. (7v) Teachers should increase
the applications of process based learning models and thus apply the
decision making process in their classrooms. (v) The teaching staff at
faculties of education, training teachers, should not only tell the theory
of these models but also apply them in their lessons themselves. (vi) Re-
searchers on the educational issues should work on more specific sub-
jects such as decision making ability rather than general subjects. (vii)
Scientific studies on democracy education in the first half of primary
schools should be increased at universities.



82 « EDUCATIONAL SCIENCES: THEORY & PRACTICE

References / Kaynakea

Adair, J. (2000). Karar verme e problem ¢ozme (gev. N. Kalayc1). Ankara: Gazi Ki-
tabevi.

Allen, R. F. (2000). Civic education and the decision making process. Social Studies,
9(1),5-8.

Armstrong, D. G. (1980). Social studiesin secondary education. New York: Collier
Macmilan Co., Inc.

Arseven, A. D. (2001). Alan arastirma yontemi ilkeler teknikler ornekler. Ankara: Gin-
diiz Egitim ve Yayincilik.

Barth, J. L. & Demirtas, A. (1997). Ilksgretim sosyal bilgiler 6gretimi. Ankara: YOK/
Diinya Bankas: Milli Egitimi Geligtirme Projesi.

Baysal, Z. N. (2005). Hayat bilgisi/sosyal bilgiler 6gretiminde probleme dayali 6gren-
me i¢in problem durumlari olusturma. 7%irk Egitim Bilimleri Dergisi, 3 (4), 471-485.

Bernard, H. R. (2000). Social research methods qualitative and quantitative approaches.
London: Sage Publications, Inc.

Dewey, J. (1996). Demokrasi we egitim (¢ev. M. S. Otaran). Istanbul: Bagar1 Kiiltiir
Yayinlari.

Duman, B. (2008). Ogrenme—égretme stirecindeki entelektiiel sizofrenizm. Tzirk
Egitim Bilimleri Dergisi, 6 (2), 287-321.

Engle, S. H., & Ochoa, A. (1988). Education of democratic citizenship: decision making
in the social studies. New York: Teacher College Press.

Galotti, K. M. (2002). Making decision that matter: how people face important life choi-
ces. NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates Incorporated.

Goziitok, F. D. (1995). Ogretmen/erin demokratik tutumlar:. Ankara: Tiirk Demokrasi
Vakfi.

Karasar, N. (2002). Bilimsel arastirma yontemi kavramlar-ilkeler-teknikler (11. basim).
Ankara: Nobel Yayincilik

Katey-Walker, D. (1987). Improving decision-making skills a guide managing resources
Jor today’s families. Manhattan: Cooperative Extension Service. www.oznet.ksu.edu/
library/fame2/mf873.pdf internet adresinden 26 Eylil 2006 tarihinde edinilmistir.
Kilig, E., Karadeniz, S., & Karatas, S. (2003). Internet destekli yapict 6grenme or-
tamlari. G.U. Gazi Egitim Fakiiltesi Dergisi, 23 (2), 149-160.

Kus, E. (2003). Nitel nicel arastirma teknikleri sosyal bilimlerde arastirma teknikleri nicel
mi? Nite] mi? Ankara: An1 Yayincilik.

Mayring, P. (2000). Nizel sosyal arastirmaya giris (gev. A. Gimis ve M. S. Durgun).
Adana: Baki Kitabevi.

McNamara, C. (1999). Basic guidelines to problem solving and decision making. Min-
nesota: Suite 360 St. Paul.

http://www.managementhelp.org/prsn_prd/prb_bsc.htm internet adresinden 28
Eyliil 2006 tarihinde edinilmistir.

Milli Egitim Bakanligi (2005). flka"gmtim hayat bilgisi dersi 6gretim programi ve kila-
vuzu (1, 2 ve 3. siniflar). Ankara: Devlet Kitaplari Midirligi Basimevi.

Michaelis, J. U., & Garcia, J. (1996). Social studies for children a guide to basic instruc-
tion. Boston: Allyn&Bacon.



BAYSAL / An Application of the Decision-making Model for Democracy Education: A Sample of... + 83

Naylor, D.T., & Diem, R. A. (1987). Elementary and middle school social studies. New
York: Random House.

taiirk, C. (2009). Sosyal bilgiler: Toplumsal yagama disiplinleraras: bir bakss. C.
Oztiirk (Ed.), Sosyal bilgiler 6gretimi demokratik vatandaglhk egitimi i¢inde (s. 1-30).
Ankara: PegemA Yayinlari.

Parker, W. C., & Jarolimek, J. (1997). Social studies in elementary education (10th ed.).
New Jersey: Prentice-Hall, Inc.

Rainer, J., & Guyton, E. (1999). Democratic practices in teacher education and the
elementary classroom. Teaching and Teacher Education, 15,121-132.

Sar1, M., Sary, S. & Otiing, M. S. (2008). Ilkégretim 6grencilerinin demokratik de-
gerlere bagliliklar: ve ¢atigma ¢6ziimii becerileri. Kuram ve Uygulamada Egitim Bi-
limleri Dergisi, 8 (1),161-192.

Schuncke, G. M. (1988). Elementary social studies: knowing, doing, caring. New York:
Macmillan Publishing Company.

Selvi, K. (2004). Tlkégretim programlarinda demokrasi ve insan haklari egitimi. Gazi
Uniwversitesi E; gitim Bilimleri Enstitiisii 12. E gitim Bilimleri Kongresi bildiriler kitap-
agriginde (c. 1,s.193-211). Ankara: Gazi Universitesi

Smith, K. L. (1998). Decision making/problem solving with teens. http://ohioline.osu.edu/
hyg-fact/5000/5301.html internet adresinden 5 Agustos 2007 tarihinde edinilmistir.
Sahin, A., & Cokadar, H. (2006). Teaching process, authority, and democratization.
International Journal of Environmental and Science Education, 1 (2),120-136.
Thomas, N. (2000). Children family, and the state: Decision making and child participa-
tion. VA: St. Martin’s Press.

Uste, R. B. (2007). Insan haklar1 egitimi ve ilkogretimdeki 6nemi. Ege Akademik
Bakis Dergisi, 7 (1),295-310.

Vars, G. F. (1993). Interdisciplinary teaching. Ohio: National Middle School Asso-
ciation.

Yesil, R. (2002). Okul e ailede insan haklar: ve demokrasi egitimi. Ankara: Nobel Ya-
yin Dagitim.

Yesil, R. (2004). Insan haklari ve demokrasi egitiminde yontem. G. U. KrsehirEgitim
Fatailtesi Dergisi, 5 (1), 35-41.

Yildirim, A. & Simgek, H. (2004). Sosyal bilimlerde nitel arastirma yontemleri. Anka-
ra: Seckin Yayincilik.

Sadler-Smith, E. (2001). Does the learning styles questionnaire measure style or
process? A reply to swailes and senior (1999). International Journal of Selection and
Assessment, 9 (3),207-214.

Snelgrove, S., & Slater, J. (2003). Approaches to learning: Psychometric testing of a
study process questionnaire. Journal of Advanced Nursing, 43 (5), 496-505.

Tait, H., Enwistle, N., & Mccune, V. (1998). ASSIST: A reconceptualisation of
the approaches to studying inventory. In C. Rust (Ed.), Improving student learning:
Improving students as learners (pp. 262-271). Oxford: Oxford Centre for Staff and
Learning Development.

Tiwari, A., Chan, S., Wong, E., Wong, D., Chui, C., Wong, A., & Patil, N. (2006).
The effect of problem-based learning on students’approaches to learning in the con-
text of clinical nursing education. Nurse Education Today, 26 (5), 430-438.



84 « EDUCATIONAL SCIENCES: THEORY & PRACTICE

Trigwell, K., Prosser, M., & Waterhouse, F. (1999). Relations between teachers’ app-

roaches to teaching and students’ approach to learning. Higher Education, 37 (1),
57-70.

Vermunt, J. D. (1994). Inventory of learning styles in higher education. Maastricht:
Maastricht University.

Webb, G. (1997). Deconstructing deep and surface: Towards a critique of phenome-
nography. Higher Education, 33 (2),195-212.

Zeegers, P. (2001). Approaches to learning in science: A longitudinal study. British
Journal of Educational Psychology, 71 (1),115-132.

Zhang, L., & Stenberg, R. J. (2000). Are learning approaches and thinking styles
related? A study in two Chinese populations. The Journal of Psychology, 134 (5), 469-
89.



