and less imporiant function within them,
The end result would be to significanty
worsen the existing social inegualities in
aooess 10 higher education.

5. Eeform FProposals
in the face of the severe structural bar-

riers 0 more ggual access, the following
far-reaching reforms are proposed. They
would need to be accompanied by the
maintenance of free public higher educa-
tion and increased funding of public
schools, higher education piaces and stu-
dent allowances.

1. The use of school-based assessment, in-
corporating judgements by teachers
subject to system-wide consensus
moderating procedures, in place of ex-
terpal  examinations as the major
mechanism of selection into higher
education. Direct professional judge-

[¥N)

ments {subject o system-wide modera-
tion) can be both more reliable and less
socially and educationaily prejudicial
than norm-referenced  gxiernal  ex-
aminaiions.

- The institution of large-scale quotas

for higher education enirance, based
on socig-econemic factors, For exam-
ple, ail institutions could be required to
admit 40 per cemt of students from
families carning less than average
weekly earnings, which may not affect
many CAEs, but would certajnly
change the pattern of entry o the most
privileged universities, Such quotas
must be large scale to be publicly credi-
ble, to visibly change the pattern of ac-
cess, and to become established as a
legitimate principle of selection.

Increased places to mature age
students, selected on the basis of inter-

view. Expansion of special entry
schemes {or Aborigina! students.

4, Fifty per cent female guoias in the
faculties and schools where women are
markedly under-represented, such as
engineering, the technologies and the
apphed sclences.

- A one year general education year at
the commencement of all higher educa-
tion courses, with selection inio the
most competitive vocational courses
such as medicine and law at the end of
that vear.

6. The creation of open eniry inio the
private schools, with selection on the
basis of ballot where necessary, and the
incorporation of these schools into a
comprehensive public education
systemn, Schooels that remain ouside the
public system should cease to receive
public funds.
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One searches in vain for any reference o
this central issue in the Reports of the
Commonwealth Tertiary Fducation Com-
mission  {CTEC). The present Com-
monwealth Government’s own statements
indicate a concern about social inequalities
in access, a desper concern than that
evidenced by the CTEC, but the Govern-
ment has concluded a funding deal with the
private school lobby groups for reasons of
political expediency and is therefore also
conspicuously sifent on the role of the
public/private divide in producing and
reproducing the present pattern of access.
The only referance {and it is brieH) to the
inter-relationship  between c¢lass, pub-
lic/private schooling and inegualitics in ac-
cess that is contained in an official national
Report produced under the present
Government, is in Department of Educa-
tion and Youth Affairs, Yowth policies,
programs  and issues: Australign back-
ground paper {prepared for the OFECD),
Australian Government Publishing Ser-
vice, Canberra 1983, p. 43,

* This paper was first presented as an ad-
dress L6 the Annual Geperal Meeting of
the Federation of College Academics in
Sydney on Augnst 22, 1985,
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Introduction

The central purpose of this paper is to
set put the resulis of research into the per-
formance of entrants into the University
of Adelaide Law School. The paper’s
underlving premise is that the selection of
students should, 1o rhe greatest extent
possible, be fair and equitable in the sense
of resiing upon objective  academic
criteria. This is particularly necessary in a
faculiy such as Law, eniry into which is
intensely compelitive, with over 1000 first
preference applicants competing for 120
places in 1986,

The problem of selection has,
historically, passed through several
stages. In ihe first instance selection was
targely a matter of choosing between com-
pering  matriculants.  Subseguently, it
became primaridy concerned with selec-
ting between and within two competing
categories, viz., matricoslants and ap-
plicants having tertiary results, Mosi
recently, the research undertaken into the
performance of law students has both
suggestad and facitated a move 1o selec-
ting only from competing applicanis hav-
ing tertiary experience.

The paper concentrates upon @ major
research effort in 1984-85. Some research
was undertaken, however, from 1981, &It
should be said that as a result of the
general disinterest in these matters which
existed untii recently the work was under-
taken by concerned persons within the law
school whoe worked from individual stu-
dent records and from records of the Law
Seiection Committes.*  The  research

ould undoubtedly have bepefited from
the computer and stanstical resources
which the preseni climate will, hopefuliy,
generate for the future.

1. The selection of matriculant
applicants

Entry into the Law School before 1967
was available 10 any person who had
matriculated. The hupge intake in 1966
gave rise to the imposition of a quota in
1967, The resulting process of selection o
fill the guota was simplified, however, by
the Umversity's policy of accepting the
aggregate matriculation mark as the
academic basis for entry.

2. The sejection of transfer
applicants

During the 19705 the number of ap-
phecanis who had undertaken some ter-
tiary study, ranging from several subjects
to a degree, fypically referred 1o as
transfer applicants, grew rapidly. This
gave rise (0 two selection problems. First,
these applicants had 1o be ranked vis-a-vis
gach other and, secondly, they had 1o be
slotted into the given iist of matriculants,

In the case of ranking it was not clear
whether graduaies, heving oblained a
degree in minimum iime, should rank
above non-graduates or whether they
should rank beiow non-graduates who
had a higher percentage of distinctions or
credits.

in the case of slotting, the @ifficnlty
was that no evidentiary basls existed for
comparing matriculant and transfer ap-
phicants. Decisions relied heavily upon
unsubstantiated speculation,

In 1981 it was decided, therefore, to
undertake research through which the
statistical likelihood of success in the Law
School of the various epirants could
reasonably  be predicted in order Tio
establish fair and eguitable selection
criteria. This meant establishing an obiec-
tive basls upon which 1o select those
students who could be expecied to per-
form best.

3, Matricuiation results of
matriculant and transfer
applicants compared

The first attempt 1o compare
matriculant and transfer entrants involy-
ed calculating the mean maitriculation
mark for six groups of Adelaide Universi-
iv first-year Arts and Economics students
having one, two and three credits and ne
fails respectively. This embraced the ma-
jority of transfer applicants and provided
a basis for comparing (hem  with
matriculant applicanis in matriculation
MArk ferms.

This work showed that enirants in their
four first year subjects who obiained two
credits and no fails had a mean matricula-
tlon mark which corresponded to the
matriculation cut-off mark for Law and
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were,  therefors, on
marginal  matriculaiic
with more credits
matricuiation i
o justify
nheants having

no fails were sel

given o disparity
matriculation mark for ihe
groups in the faculiios in question

given the smaller numbers v some of the

Eroups,

4, Law School performance of
matriculant and fransfer
applicanis compared
Subsequently, the  perforn
matricuiant and tr ey enira
Law School was compared in torms
percentages of o ions, credits, pa
and faids. Thos work, which ¢
trants in I9BILE3, »
broad terms, (o supR
rule. in 1981 and 1494
rants periormed slight
1983, with 2 reduce
matriculation entry
the matriculants were
those of the transfer on

Thiz comparison ds
vear results, I did oot
1o consideration any
irans anls mighs
first vear as a re
experience,

I perform
transfer enfranis comp:

5, Law Schoo ance of
7
the parformance of

hey

In order to com
transier enlry
were broken into thy
trants had compist
tertiary level o
ErOUp const
where between the of
ingHeated that the
ransfer stug
cording to the guali
their pro law terelary re




%%méw inin Law School

riormance 1981-84
4 the need {or & more detailed
clear, in particular, with 2 ris-
wlation mark there was a need
analyvsls of the performance
rginal ranster entrants, The
sion cut-off scores over the four
sowere as follows: 1981 397 {iop
vy 1982, 403 {12%); 1983, 414 (9%);
HE {12%, The need was accen-

wothe two years following the
In 1983, with a quota reduction
EA0 !o 12{) the cut-off jumped to
23 (8%, st in 1986 it reached 433,
E;;gim[ €{n any faculty in the
uverisiy.

With respect 1o graduates, the work so
far undertaken showed that 'hsy Were
h less lkely 1o accept offers of admis-
ion than other transfer applicants and in-
] tiw’i they had a greater propensity
i which was increasingly being
SLEH A% A wE ciion issue, Furthermore, the
oli» done appeared (o suggest that ter-
viary results provided a better indicator of

; i the Law School than matricula-
silrs. There was also a growing
sense of the nesd for further information
ahoul the Law School population in order
oy bhave @ better understanding of the
impact of selection.
was decided in 1984, therefore, to
take a more exicasive research ef-
forr. The central guestion, of course, was
not wlhether applicants were txduded whao
; ET have succecded, but whether, in a
: rf\npc‘ iive climate, selection was
able. Appeals 1o faculty

ion decisions in 1982 and
GR3 aned, 1 1984, the first appeal by a
dispppeinted  applicant 1o the Om-
bBudsman, confirmed the need 10 be able
jective  justification  for

7. Studenis surveved

covers sl students enrolled
: 1984 who first com-
m‘i:' Li B, programmes in 1981,
) Yand 1984, This represents 364
2TLH. {}! these, 371 were matriculant
w\zih ats and 193 franster entrants.

In addition 1o the 364 surveved students
a Turther 191 students were admitted in
v period but were not enrodled ag
1484, The performance of
withdrawn”  students  was  also
i the results are not in-

“}H)‘sﬁ&?dlﬁ}"ﬁf% arg such

The Updversity”
pudent who does not re-enrol in
mlus nrecluded  under the
an indefinite right to re-
ourse o any future vear, In
2 101 students not enrolled in
,,QM cannol conchisively be
s having withdrawn, However,

an examination of their academic records
uggesis that, generally, they were not
ogressing satisfaciorily or had sot made
bona fide attempt 0 attend the Univer-
sity. For the purposes of this exercise the
(3 are regarded as having withdrawn.

A further 74 students were enrolied 2
at 30 Mowvember 1984, however, as Iha}
began thelr course prior 1o 1981, they are
not inchided in the study,

The matriculant entrants are divided in-
to  four groups based upon their
matriculation scorve. They are {urther
divided on the basis of their undertaking
cither a majority of arts-based or science-
based subjects in the matriculation ex-
amination. The matriculan: divisions are;

4
Py
=

Lo

s of distinctions, credits, passos
Particuiar atlention is directed
at the 10 core *uii%‘ﬁ’ij"i": as they must be
w;mm ted by a all students, In contrast, the
: : alvsed as a single

¢ enrolments in some of them

mall  for scund  statisicsl

percentag

Are Do
anatysis,

Mot dncluded i this repors,  but
avallable on request 1o the authors, are
statistics concerning the resulis of
students who withdrew and concerning
the comparative resulis o'i maie and
female students. In general, tables in-
cluded provide only .mmpi;s of the
statistical information available,

Numbers of

Mumbers of

Arts-based Science-based
Matricuintion score matricuianis matricuianis Tirtad
409 and less 58 23 #1
410 - 429 83 48 13]
430 - 449 hit 38 88
450 and over 35 e 71
216

145 3N

The transfer students are difficult to
sub-divide into groups as their back-
grounds in faculties and earlier matricu-
fation are varied. However, for some
purposes an examination s made of the
35 transfer students who are regarded as
marginal entrants; that is, those who only
just satisfy the half-credit rule. Addi-
tionally, transfer students are divided mnto
groups according to thelr matriculation
scores where this information was avail-
able,

The divisions herg are:

Previous Mumber of
mairicelation score students
{.ess than 349 26
350 - 389 30
390 - 409 23
410 - 429 23
430 plus 21

8. Results surveyed

The results used in this survey are the
final results for the vear; rhat is, if a stu-
dent failed at the primary examinaiion
but passed the supplementary then that
result s recorded as a pass for the vear, A
fail ar the supplementary or a fail at the
primary, where no supplementary was at-
tempied, is regarded as a faill Results of
withdrawn {fail) and did not sit where the
examination was not redeemed by a suo-
cessful supplementary examination at-
tempt, are also regarded as fails. A stu-
dent who failed a subject in one year and
passed the same subject in a subsequent
vear will have both results included.

Statistics on perfermance in every law
subject were gathered for the purposes of
the survey. They are expressed in terms of
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8. Performance in compulsory
subjects
9.1 First-vear compulsory subjects

All ssudents are required o compleie
the same first-year subjects. Options can-
net be attempted until second vear, These
subjocts are;

® Elements of Law

& Constittional Law |

& Criminal Law

@ Torts

in cach of the subjects the performance
of transfer siudents is, in gencral terms,
stmilar to the performance of
mairiculants taken as a whole (Table 13
This 18 generally consistent with the work
undertaken berween 198183 Move par-
towlarly the mean transfer student perine-
mance appears 1o le somoewhere hetween
the 410-42% and 430-449% magriculants.
When the matricuiants are sphl imo
seienceg and  arts bhased matriculasion
groups and then compared mzil transier
students, the performance of (ransfer
stidents is shmost identical (o the 430-449
arts-hased  matricolants but falls well
short of the same science group {Table 23,
Through all levels of matriculadon score
the sclence-based matriculants perform ar
a higher level than their arts counterpart

This finding is siriking and mayv call in-
1o guestion matriculation grading and
scaling,  Indeed, this would  appear
necessarily to be so, unless Law s a
discipline suited to students with a sclence
background to 2 degree which would be
suTprising.

Individual subjects show some varia-
tion berween the performance of transfer

Matricuizanis
409 410-429

and dictiyetd A e
Ya@ge .! and disuncions ars mor

First vemr compuisory subject comparisons {(Matriculanis and
Transter Students) tooa ke

430-445 450 + fatric,

dant and transfer sp

tained in Property. Euo
based matriculants {5
ser degiee
{score 450 plus), ¢
are more likely in Constd
Total than Contract and fails

[Rread L

Transfer Students

By pefcemage

Contract.
The borderline transfer studenn

Fail B 7 7
Fass 75 71 g1
Credit 14 19 25
Distinction 2 3 g

Second year compulsory subject comparisons
By percentage

Fail 10 B 8
Pass &8 63 52
Credit 21 27 34
Distinction 1 2 &

1 g g

might be expecied, perform wor
44 54 83 24%y of these studenis {Tanle
43 24 54 achieve a pass or g-;m S,
19 £ 4 reach credit or i

they have the hi E;l\,“»l fai
Borderline transfer muin;
credits or distinctions in

2 & 8 or Property and are more
53 &1 70

other students to fail in
36 28 18 s 1

Law ¥,
9 3 3

Third and fourth year compulsory subject comparisons
By percentage

9.3 Third and fourth vear
compulsory subjects

Fai 10 4 i
Pass 53 63 a3
Credil 371 28 43
Distinction g & 13

2 7 11 The third and fourth vear compuls
36 50 45 subjects are:
34 33 356 B8 Assoclations
28 10 a & Trusts

& bvidenge

students and matriculants {Tahle 4).
Elements of Law, for example, ihc
transfer students perform at a level
ciquivalent (o the lowest level of science-
based matriculants  {40%-and-lessy but
equivatent to the second highest arts
group {430-44%). In Toris, the iransfers
equale to about the 430-449% aris-hased
matricuiants but are not able 1o maich
even the lowest level of science-based
matricylants,

Borderline transfer students perform at
a level nearest 1o the 40%-and-less arts-
baserd matriculanis {Table ). However,
they have threo times the rate of fail
results and twice the rate of credits as the
40%-and-less arts-based matriculanis. As
the borderline transfers represent only 53
out of a total of 193 fransfer students
surveyed, it can be seen that the remaining
better qualified transfer students perform
well above matriculants taken as a whole,

8.1 Second-vear compulsory subjects

The second-vear compulsory subscts
are:

#& Contrac

® Property

& Constitutional Law {1

in the second-vear compulsory subjects
the performance of matriculants taken as
a whole is superior to that of the transfer
students {Table 1}, It would appear, there-
fore, that transfer students have an ad-
vantage in first-year because of previous
University experience, which is lost in se-
cond year. Overall, the transfer students
perform at a level equivalent to the 409
and less matricuiants.

Although this study
who enrolled for the

The gap between the performance of  LL.B. course in the
science-based matriculants and arts-based
mairiculants is less than for first year sub-
jects. Again the significant difference bet-
ween the Iwo groups js shown in the
430-449 and 450 + matriculation groups
{Table 2}, The arts based matriculants
perform relatively poorly in Contract yet
almost as well in Property and as well in
Constitutional  Law  as science based
matriculants {Table 53. For all groups of

from  and

including 1981, because some xtmi s are
enr(}ﬁltd no Gmbrw d

OF gy Dro-
,oonly 63
examination attemnpts were made in 1984
in the “fipal vear” subject B :

it is somewhat surprisi
the third and fourth-vear compulsory
jects transfer studenis appear
regained the position atiaingd
vear, where matriculants

Tabie 2
Performance in compulscry subjects
Arts and Sciences based matricuianis
by percentage
First year compulsory

Aris based mairiculanis
Result 409 410~ 430

Science based matriculanis
450+ Meiric. 408 418 430- 480+ Total

429 443 Totai 429 45‘49
Fail a 9 2] 2 8 8 5 3 0 4
Pass 840 7 67 &5 89 77 71 52 33 57
Credit 1118 24 38 20 15 19 32 51 30
Distingtion 1 2 5 7 3 2 ) i3 6 2
Second year compulsory
Fail it 8 12 4 10 10 & 4 G
Fass 68 61 54 55 &2 656 65 50 47
Credit 20 28 30 32 258 24 27 a8 41
Distinction 1 2 4 5 2 { 2 8 12
Third and Fourth year compuisory
Fail 7 3 18 4 a i & { &
Hass G0 86 49 4 58 40 &5 10 37
Credit 28 22 27 40 28 37 4z 55 27
Distinction 5 6 & 16 & g 3 24 41
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o analvsis on & subjeot-
Tabie 3 By suspect. The
Periormance in 2l subjects, all compulscries, all options are, therefore, Table &
. ) alfTables 3, 6 and 100,
Performance in 2l sublecis {summary)} th mams;g;; i{j; Performance summary — aill subjects
Total matriculants {(All sublects {94 in bracket) Total transfers {All subjecis) > resuzlis in optional Telal Science/Arts-hased matriculznis fall subjecis: Y
. A09 less 410429 430448 48D+ Total o kedly superior to those Wikss 40423 430 s Tod
£l 28 (7 79 {5} 51 {7 13 {2} 229 8) 1359 33 pRISOTY 510 ts. . Arts Sclence  Aris  Scisnce Aris Solence Ans Sclence  Ars ;
Pass 729 (81) 936 (B4) 290  (48) 247 (3% 2302  (56) 1042 57) : ,,?@'_hfllpr*b~{?‘{‘if“? matricula- Fait 78 8 4 9 3 4 5 5 4 g
Credit 347 {29y 403 {27) 201 {38) 284 (45} 1325 (3%) 520 (29) re of matieulants has a greslly | ool a3 s g4 81 52 43 44 34 Ay e s
Distnc. 41 (3 57 @) 63 {8 80 (14 251 (8 110 8 peane om fesls Toavsfer | Geqn 27 88 25 80 34 40 42 @ %0 37 %
et et e . J T S I R perfornm at a lower evel s =~ - : + " - ! {:
Total  ~1Ews 18 795 634 4107 O lants wken a5 a whole and | oowren 3 % 4 8 S M ¢ 888 5
Total matricuiation (Compulsories) Total transfer (Compulsories) are broadly comparable with both arts Total Sclence/Aris-based matriculant tosid
Fall 57 (%) 62 {7) 38 (73 5 )] 162 {7y 34 {9) and suience matriculants 409-and-less. 469 ess 410-429 43@445% - 55?5?? pmm?ﬁsg Transter % |
Pass 426 (B89 598 (68) 279 54 188 {46) 1481 61 8530 (82 ased mair anis and borderline Ans Solence Ans Scieace Arls Science AR e Snian e
Credit 122 (20) 196 (22) 159 (31) 188 (40) 845 (26) 258 (24) students appear 1o show the most - : i Ais Sclence Ars Stience
Distne. 14 (2} 25 {3 43 8 53 (13 4135 (6 51 5} improvemsnt  between  ¢om- ’-idﬂs 7; 5? 62 5;‘ 1; Ag 3 0 f @ b
= O AU O OO AP et e o Vsory and ooional sahiect Pag 4 . A e
Total 519 881 519 414 2433 1103 pulsory and optional subjects. Cradit R T SR jé S S
Totai matricuiation (Ontions) o 1. Comparison of Difeton 2 4z 4 5 3 5 1@ 3 9 5
Fail 79 (B 17 {3) 13 (5) 2 (3 &7 {4 45 {6) mzie/female performance | oo i , T B
Pass 303 152 338 57} i (49) 58 {27 811 {43} 352 {503 o the compulsory subjects there is no Totat Soience/ffts-based matriogiants {options|
Credit 225 (35 207 {35} 132 {48) 116 53 680 {402 252 (35 clear evide (, tzken overall, women 4@3’:9' Efss . §10-425 o Gaas o 450s
Diswe. 27 ) ® 20 @ & (D 58 () 59 ® 20t men have diferent levels of perfor. | A3 SOPIE AT Siewce M Somce A Sews M Soe
Total 584 594 276 229 1674 708 . In the 430 pius matriculants men Fall 4 7 d 3 8 2 § o 4 3 &
e e e o+ e e e e e e e e+ e e e e P - - ) ?mwewm‘, in the Pags 54 45 a0 46 47 34 =7 o a1 41 50
wppear (o perform Credit 342 & 4 4 48 BT 58 B 4B 55
tailed analvsis on an in- Distinction 5 8 5 7 3 16 1% 17 8 i 4
Table 4 o semance, In the
Performance matriculants {Aris and Science based) aptinnal subjects thers & an indication
and transfers in first year compulsory
subjects
Matricuianis % Matriculanis {Arts) % Matriculants {Science} % Transfer Table 5
t4?9 11209» :zi%u 450+ Totai ?09- rz%- 1?;(;— 450+ Total ?09- 4412% fﬁg 450+ Total Performance matriculants (Aris and Science based) and transfers in
. oo 420 4 less s s e L second year and third/fourth year compulscry subjects
T - G B . s
Con. Law | Fail 82 5 0 § g8 12 6 0 ﬂs J 4+ 3 . 4 - Matriculants % Matricutants (Arts) % Matriculanis [Sciencel % Transier
Pass 80 &8 56 52 66 85 &5 57 68 59 88 74 56 4G oo 82 400 440 4730. . < N L,
) 2 41 0- 450+ Total 408- 410- 430- 450+ Total 408 410 430- 450 + Toial Total
Credit 12 200 32 40 24 7 20 31 28 20 22 20 33 48 0 26 g isss 429 449 less 429 449 less 429 449
Distn, 0 3 7 3 4 0 3 B 4 3 0 2 g 12 B 3 . S TRRTITR z o
Criminal  Fail 713 8 2 8 8 13 2 3 0 5 12 5 0 7oz Con Law o )
Law Pass B3 71 68 53 70 82 70 72 67 73 85 74 B2 41  BS 84 H s 5 0 7 1546 8 0 9 20 3 0 0 6 11
Credt 9 14 23 39 20 10 17 47 23 6 § 10 32 58 25 20 : 5 fg 25 80 64 70 61 58 B0 63 85 74 52 60 84 7
Distn. o 2 1 8 2 0 0 2 7 1 G 4 0 4] 3 4 inoe 9 35 28 15 31 33 3% P25 15 23 4B 3% 29 13
Elements Fal s o 5 o 3 s o s o0 4 v o o0 9o 2 7 __ o1 0 5 3+ ¢ 2 o 5 2 0 o o 5 1 =
Pags 66 89 52 33 57 71 76 58 43 %%} 54 56 43 24 44 55 Contract ‘i B 11 3 g 11 i1 18 & 12 10 4 ¥ g 3 9
Credit 2t 25 23 45 28 f8 22 24 45 25 28 3 23 44 31 26 7779 88 50 &8 78 88 66 50 7D 71 72 85 40 B4 B
Distn. 4 8 20 22 12 2 2 10 12 & 8 13 34 32 23 8 li 2; 1? ';’»g 22 ‘?g 32 8 26 15 19 24 29 40 27 20
Torts Fail s 7 & 2 7 9 1 1% 4 i 8 2 3 0 3 5 ‘ ¢ 1 5 2 8 1 5 0 o & e 85 o
Pass 75 76 55 37 &4 83 73 S0 48 69 53 BY 47 28 56 6B : Fropty. 510 & 8 7 1 8 5 8 0 W 4 0 & 2
Credit 13 16 32 51 25 6 15 25 48 18 27 17 41 B8 34 23 : 7oe2 32 4B 49 55 B3 35 58 52 61 B0 28 37 45 63
S S 5 34 46 43 38 36 35 52 37 38 39 33 38 50 39 25
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