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Abstract

Background/purpose. This study explores the methodologies for
publishing research papers in SCOPUS-indexed journals, targeting

academic professionals, including educators and researchers, to enhance
their recognition and visibility within educational contexts. It investigates
the critical processes—manuscript writing, journal selection, submission
preparation, and peer review—aiming to equip educators with strategies
to contribute meaningfully to educational research and policy. Grounded
in the need to strengthen academic publishing skills among educational
professionals, this research seeks to inform teacher training, research
education, and institutional policies, ultimately improving scholarly impact
and educational innovation.

Materials/Methods. The study employs a qualitative analysis, drawing on
a comprehensive review of existing literature, SCOPUS indexing criteria,
and best practices in academic publishing. Data were gathered from
guidelines, ethical standards, and peer-reviewed publications in SCOPUS
journals, focusing on educational and pedagogical research. The analysis
includes case studies of successful publication strategies and interviews
with experienced educational researchers, providing insights into
challenges and techniques for navigating the publishing process
effectively.

Results. The findings highlight key strategies for academic professionals to
increase acceptance rates in SCOPUS-indexed journals, such as adhering
to ethical standards (e.g., avoiding plagiarism), addressing reviewer
feedback, and selecting appropriate journals based on research focus.
These practices significantly enhance educators’ scholarly productivity,
foster research-informed teaching, and elevate the quality of educational
research. The study underscores the importance of professional
development in research skills for educators, offering a framework to
bridge gaps in academic publishing knowledge within educational
institutions.

Conclusion. This research demonstrates that mastering SCOPUS-indexed
publication methodologies can empower academic professionals,
particularly educators, to advance their research profiles and contribute to
educational innovation. The study offers actionable insights for
educational policymakers and training programs to integrate research
skills into teacher education curricula by providing systematic guidelines
for manuscript preparation, ethical conduct, and reviewer engagement.
These findings advocate for institutional support and policy reforms to
promote scholarly publishing, enhancing educational quality and global
academic visibility in the education sector.
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1. Introduction

Scopus is recognized as the largest abstract and citation database of peer-reviewed literature,
covering scientific, technical, medical, and social sciences across all disciplines (Elsevier, 2024). It
currently indexes approximately 28,000 active peer-reviewed journals from over 7,000 publishers
worldwide, ensuring comprehensive coverage of global research output (Elsevier, 2024). Scopus also
includes nearly 300,000 books and over 90 million content records, with 20.54 million open-access
articles, significantly expanding its resource base (Scopus Blog, 2023). Once a journal is indexed in
Scopus, it gains enhanced visibility online, allowing authors, students, and researchers to easily
access, download, and share published articles (Elsevier, 2024). Additionally, digital access to these
journals is widely available through academic libraries and platforms, increasing the dissemination of
the knowledge they contain (Scopus Blog, 2023).

With each scholarly article included in Scopus comes an International Standard Serial Number
(ISSN) and a Digital Object Identifier (DOI), which translates into defined electronic accessibility
(Erfanmanesh & Nojavan, 2016). On average, the review system of the journals indexed by Scopus
takes no more than two months after receiving a research paper (Nejati & Jenab, 2010). Most journals
issue accepted articles where it is normal practice to release the journals more than three months
after the evaluation of the paper. Due to the methodologies set by journals differing in scope, their
reviews do tend to vary in procedure (Persson, Glanzel, & Danell, 2004). In any case, the criteria set
for the selection of Scopus journals are quite strict, as the average acceptance percentage is only
close to ten of all submissions (Cole & Phelan, 1999; Bornmann et al., 2011).

Both sales and marketing, along with legal studies, mathematics, engineering, computer
sciences, life sciences, and even psychology, fall within the scope of Scopus (Waltman et al., 2012).
The indexed journals are famous for their excellence, and as Scopus incorporates new criteria for
indexation, it is expected that these journals will improve their standards further (Erfanmanesh,
2017). Such journals have no restriction on the research that they accept as long as it makes a
meaningful addition to the existing literature on the subject. However, proper structure and
presentation are required to satisfy the reviewers and the audience alike (He, Geng, & Campbell-
Hunt, 2009).

Scholar publication activity in Scopus-indexed journals is crucial for scholars to broaden the
scope of their work (Bornmann et al., 2011). It not only enables scholars to disseminate their research
to the world but also enables them to use a vast collection of academic materials (Vinkler, 2010). The
publication of an article in a highly rated journal escalates the stature and reputation of the
researcher (Abrizah et al., 2013). Scopus uses a rigorous selection process to maintain the quality and
relevance of what is indexed. Currently, Scopus has coverage of over 22,000 subject areas (Nejati &
Jenab, 2010). It comprises journals, conference proceedings, trade journals, and book series from 27
broad subject categories, including life sciences, social sciences, engineering, and computer science
(Waltman et al., 2012).

The journals that are covered in Scopus enhance the standing of various universities and tertiary
education institutions and their standing in the world (King, 2004). The journals keep a systematic
record of the research engagement of their faculties and researchers, including the number of
manuscripts that were published in international journals (Smith et al., 2014). There are different
selection criteria for journals for different academic fields, which demonstrates multiple levels and
expectations (Basu, 2010). There is no doubt that Scopus-indexed journals are viewed as important,
credible, and reputable for the holders/scholars who form the basis of the academic world
(Bornmann & Leydesdorff, 2013).

Professors or other trained personnel from the subscribed institutions are usually in charge of
reviewing the evaluation for the Scopus-indexed journals (Cole & Phelan, 1999). The number of
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journals that Scopus catalogs is on the rise, and it is now more than 2800, indicating the importance
of these publications (Erfanmanesh & Nojavan, 2016). This growth is fueled by the many advantages
of publishing in reputable journals, such as wider recognition and increased academic power (He,
Geng, & Campbell-Hunt, 2009). For a researcher, it's an important strategy to publish in indexed
journals to increase the esteem of their work and its expansion among other scholars, funding bodies,
and policymakers (Persson, Glanzel, & Danell, 2004).

These journals, at the institution level, facilitate scientific creativity and the culture of learning
that aids knowledge creation (Bornmann et al., 2011). Researchers should attach more importance
to Scopus-indexed journals as a means of improving their publication output and, in turn, enabling
their institutions to achieve international academic credibility (Waltman et al., 2012).

1.1. Understanding the Importance of SCOPUS Indexing

In every field, the established benchmarks are likely set to foster continuous improvement, which
is applicable in most industries and equally so in scholarly research (Vinkler, 2010). One of the critical
factors that enhances development in the research space is journal indexing, which refers to a
systematic listing of research papers that have been vetted against rigorous qualitative and
quantitative measures (Bornmann et al., 2011; Basu, 2010). This activity is done by a number of
regional database institutions as well as the more established international indexing databases that
specialize in academic journal indexing (Abrizah et al., 2013; Waltman et al., 2012).

With regard to the international research databases, some such organizations only engage in
indexing journals that have been published regularly, follow the set international benchmarks for
publication, in addition to the periodical submission of articles that have undergone review, having
published exhaustive results of their research, and possess a considerable standing in the academic
world (King, 2004; Erfanmanesh & Nojavan, 2016). Hence, indexed publications have a wider
acceptance in the research community, which means that different researchers are likely to
reference them and add value to the existing knowledge (Smith et al., 2014; Persson, Glanzel, &
Danell, 2004).

Several reasons confirm that indexing adds value to publications' scientific impact and citation
frequency (Bornmann & Leydesdorff, 2013). The papers included in the indexed databases tend to
receive more citations and are more discoverable and, therefore, more accessible and usable by
other scientists (Nejati & Jenab, 2010; He, Geng, & Campbell-Hunt, 2009). Apart from the academic
benefits, publications in indexed journals are considered very important by many funding agencies
and Universities (Erfanmanesh, 2017). Therefore, having an article published in an indexed database
is a strong signal of academic strength, thereby boosting the author’s reputation, as well as the
reputation of the author’s institution (Waltman et al., 2012).

1.2. SCOPUS Publication Process

For researchers to publish a paper in SCOPUS-indexed journals, they must be systematic about
the entire process. First, they must conduct high-quality research and ensure the paper is formatted
and cleansed properly to prepare the manuscript. Selecting a proper SCOPUS-indexed journal is
crucial, too, since it needs to be tailored to the specific research area. After the journal is chosen, the
author must check that all the submission guidelines are followed. These include rules about
formatting and ethics and citation compliance. The manuscript is submitted through the journal's
online system, wherein a peer review process takes place. Here, experts check the piece for its
quality, meaning, and its overall value to the field. Authors who get feedback are required to
incorporate changes to improve the manuscript's quality and then submit it again. Once the paper is
accepted, it advances to the publication phase, where it is formally indexed, ensuring accessibility to
researchers globally and enhancing its academic impact.

https://doi.org/10.22521/edupij.2025.14.72 Published online by Universitepark Press


https://doi.org/10.22521/edupij.2025.14.72

Wardat and AIAli | 4

Figurel. SCOPUS Publication Process
1.3. Selecting the Right Journal for Publication

The appropriate journal where you would want to submit your manuscript should be selected
carefully, which is a crucial step in the publication process. As a principle, the journal should be able
to accommodate articles of the same background as your manuscript. There is a phenomenon where
researchers center their focus on journals that have already reached established journal thresholds
with impact factors, as academically, these are more recognized (Thelwall, 2018; Sweileh et al., 2019).
In addition, the journal should cover a wider scope in order to promote visibility and readership of
the research you are conducting. The greater the scope of the journal, the better the chances that
the work will be cited and recognized within the academic community (Wallace, Lariviere, & Gingras,
2009). Moreover, it is essential to understand a journal’s expectations for submissions in advance
(Teschke, Wegner, & Werner, 2011) and to familiarize oneself with the journal’s specific publication
policies and review process, as this is crucial for successful manuscript preparation.

In order to know which journal will suit you best, it is a good practice to do a literature survey
along with searching for research articles connected to your topic within the academic databases.
This step will lead you to some of the reputable journals that are known to publish a bulk of research
work in your area of study (Tay, Martin-Martin, & Hug, 2021). After you have pinpointed the journals
of interest, check the articles they have published in the past to ascertain whether or not they have
published such research before.

One telling factor in determining the chances of acceptance to the journal is whether the journal
in question published any research within the two preceding years. Also, make sure that the
references are checked to see whether they refer to the journal in which the manuscript is to be
submitted. If a considerable number of references emanate from that journal, it means that the
authors and the journal have a well-established working relationship (Thelwall, 2016). Moreover, do
not forget to examine the journal's frequency of publishing, as well as the number of articles per
issue. This fact might offer some x-rays of the journal's sifting speed and acceptance score. Therefore,
you will not be left with that burden after submission.

1.4. Criteria for Journal Selection
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A very crucial point when it comes to publishing in a Scopus journal is journal selection. This part
is very essential in the whole publishing process. These are the issues or questions that must guide
the selection of the journal:

1. Journal Scope

It is very important to confirm that the subject matter of the journal concerns your area of
research. Some journals are multidisciplinary while others are quite narrow in their focus. A journal
that is relatively well-specialized is more likely to accept your submission (Mongeon & Paul-Hus,
2016).

2. Appropriateness

The focus of the journal should be on the area of your manuscript as much as possible.
Submission of a manuscript to a journal that does not focus on what the particular journal is looking
for usually gets rejected straight away (Mabe & Amin, 2001).

3. Track Record and Reputation

The journal's reputation is often discerned from the articles it has published. It is prudent to
check the previously published articles before submitting to a journal to establish whether they are
of excellent quality. Evidence suggests that researchers who submit their works to high-impact
journals that have been thoroughly indexed have a higher citation impact (Maflahi & Thelwall, 2021).
Also, knowing the scope of a journal in great citation databases like Scopus, Web of Science, or even
Google Scholar may indicate the weight it carries in the scholarly circle (Martin-Martin et al., 2021).

4. “Review and Publication Speed”

It is equally important to note the journals review timeline. Social sciences has a reputation for
faster review, but it does not mean most papers fall into this category. There are various different
types of papers and journals with exceptionally quick review periods could compromise on peer
review standards (Nakayama et al., 2005).

5. Publication Costs

Some of the journals indexed in Scopus are open access, while others are subscription-based or
have publication fees. There should be reasonable considerations for the publication costs of the
research, especially when large amounts of money are being paid for article processing charges
(APCs) (Luna-Morales et al., 2009).

6. Ethical Guidelines

Most reputable journals follow ethical codes for scholarly publishing. It is indeed necessary to
check whether the journal adheres to strict ethical policies of the journal on manuscript submission,
review, and plagiarism (Manzer, 1977).

7. Indexing Database and Impact Factor

The standing of a journal can often be determined by the journal’s indexing and its impact factor.
Scopus journals are indexed on the basis of a stringent selection process controlled by Elsevier. The
impact factor is another major parameter that depicts a journal's position in academic circles. These
particular indicators assist researchers, especially PhD students and members of the faculty, in
orienting themselves regarding the submission of articles (Molinero, 1992).

8. Readership and Target Audience

https://doi.org/10.22521/edupij.2025.14.72 Published online by Universitepark Press


https://doi.org/10.22521/edupij.2025.14.72

Wardat and AIAli | B

The prestige of the journal is closely correlated with its readers, as can be seen from the number
of visitors to the journal site. The greater the readership and citation of a journal, the higher its
standing in the research society. Focusing on the appropriate academic journal to target increases
the effectiveness of the research (Mongeon & Paul-Hus, 2016).

1.5. The Role of Scopus in Journal Ranking and Research Visibility

In the academic indexing landscape, the Scopus database plays a pivotal role in evaluating journal
reputation. Scopus, managed by Elsevier, sets rigorous criteria for journal inclusion, ensuring that
only high-quality publications are indexed. The impact factor and the inclusion of a journal in Scopus’s
curated list are key indicators of its status as a top-tier publication (Martin-Martin et al., 2021). These
criteria are widely used to assess research quality, especially for PhD candidates, faculty members,
and institutional program evaluations.

Selecting the right Scopus-indexed journal significantly influences a research paper's acceptance
rate and overall success. By carefully considering the journal's scope, relevance, reputation, review
process, ethical standards, and indexing status, researchers can improve their chances of successful
publication and maximize the impact of their work (Mabe & Amin, 2001).

Preparing the Research Paper for Submission

You have gathered your results, and fortunately, you now have enough data for an article that
you wish to submit to a journal where your findings can reach a wide academic audience. Once you
complete this step, you can receive valuable feedback and constructive critique from your peers.
These suggestions will guide you as you refine your paper for review and submission. This is your
opportunity to make a strong first impression—take your time and meticulously review your work.
While different journals may have their own specific formatting and linguistic requirements, the
fundamental principles of manuscript preparation apply universally to most journals (Teschke,
Wegner, & Werner, 2011).

Every journal maintains established standards for research, and authors increase their chances
of success by adhering to these guidelines. A well-prepared manuscript effectively communicates
your results and ideas, which is crucial for making a meaningful contribution to your field (Vinkler,
2010).

1.6. Key Components of a Strong Research Paper

e Abstract: The abstract is the first section that most readers encounter. To ensure your paper
gains the attention it deserves, present its contributions in a dynamic, accessible, and concise manner
(Waltman et al., 2012).

¢ Introduction: The introduction allows you to define the scope of your research and highlight
its significance. Its primary role is to announce new insights or advances that are not yet covered in
the existing literature. Before moving on to the research design or results, clearly state the intent of
your study and establish the relevant context (Wallace, Lariviere, & Gingras, 2009).

¢ Methods: Provide a clear and structured explanation of the methods used in your research.
Define each variable explicitly, include meaningful numerical data, and provide comprehensive
descriptions. Additionally, ensure that your research ethics statement is included, as it demonstrates
adherence to ethical research practices. This section should contain enough detail to allow a
knowledgeable reader to replicate your analysis (Thelwall, 2016).

e Figures, Tables, and Copyright Considerations: Illustrate your findings with original figures and
tables, but be cautious of copyright restrictions when using third-party materials. Ensure that all
graphical elements meet the journal's quality standards (Teschke, Wegner, & Werner, 2011).
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1.7. Finalizing Manuscript

Before submission, carefully re-examine your manuscript to correct typos and other errors. A
well-structured discussion or conclusion is equally important—clearly explain how your findings
relate to your main research question and highlight their broader significance (Thelwall, 2018).

To enhance your paper's credibility, ensure that your references are relevant, factual, and up-to-
date. Adhering to strict citation practices is essential to maintaining accuracy and consistency in
reference management.

The final step before submission is verifying that your manuscript meets all the journal's editorial
requirements. Ensure that all figures, tables, and supplementary materials adhere to the highest
quality standards. Follow the journal's formatting guidelines and double-check that all citations are
reliable and appropriately formatted (Waltman et al., 2012).

1.8. Peer Review Process in Academic Journals

Articles in academic journals undergo peer review to ensure high-quality research standards
(Thelwall, 2016). This process involves anonymous and independent experts who evaluate the
accuracy of experiments, the quality of language, data interpretation, and the validity of conclusions
drawn (Waltman et al., 2012). Editors first check whether the manuscript complies with the journal’s
guidelines and falls within its scope before selecting one or more reviewers to assess the submission
(Teschke, Wegner, & Werner, 2011).

Most research journals use a single-blind peer review system, where authors do not know the
identity of the reviewers. However, in an open peer review, both reviewers and authors are aware of
each other's identities (Vinkler, 2010).

In the peer review process, editors and referees evaluate several aspects of a manuscript,
including:

¢ The quality of data and evidence presented

¢ The soundness of the methodology used

¢ The relevance and significance of the study

e The writing structure, readability, and formatting
e The overall impact of the study in its field

To avoid unnecessary delays, it is crucial to select competent reviewers with expertise in the field
(Wallace, Lariviére, & Gingras, 2009). This is particularly important for double-reviewed manuscripts,
where resubmission may be required with suitable adaptations. Since the peer review process relies
on trust, editors play a key role in maintaining its integrity (Thelwall, 2018).

When deciding to submit research papers, the most critical factors include transparency,
constructive criticism, scientific advancement, and novelty in the study. These criteria guide
researchers toward reputable journals and ensure that their findings contribute meaningfully to their
respective fields (Teschke, Wegner, & Werner, 2011).

1.9. Ethical Considerations in Publishing

Integrity and transparency are fundamental to ethical research and scholarly publishing (Vinkler,
2010). Ethical norms encompass mentorship quality, teamwork, adherence to best practices, and
responsible knowledge dissemination. Authors submitting a manuscript must comply with ethical
guidelines concerning co-authorship, originality checks, and research integrity (Waltman et al., 2012).
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The Code of Conduct requires co-authors to submit a declaration of responsibility and self-
consent regarding their contributions. Any ethical conflicts that arise during the submission process
should be reported to the journal’s editorial board. Any deviation from ethical guidelines that results
in data manipulation, misrepresentation, or deception is considered misconduct and can lead to
severe consequences (Wallace, Lariviére, & Gingras, 2009).

1.10. Plagiarism and Self-Plagiarism

Plagiarism is a significant concern in academic publishing. It occurs when an author copies text,
ideas, or data from another source without proper attribution (Thelwall, 2016). There are several
levels of plagiarism, including:

¢ Direct plagiarism: Copying text word-for-word without citation

e Paraphrasing plagiarism: Changing a few words or sentence structures without proper
acknowledgment

¢ |dea plagiarism: Failing to credit original concepts or facts
e Structural plagiarism: Reusing sentence or paragraph structures without citation

Plagiarism is a serious violation that can lead to legal action, loss of credibility, financial penalties,
or even litigation (Waltman et al., 2012). Authors must properly cite all sources and acknowledge the
original investigators' contributions. Although unintentional plagiarism can occur, authors can
minimize the risk by using plagiarism detection tools before submission (Teschke, Wegner, & Werner,
2011). Many institutions enforce strict policies to detect, prevent, and penalize plagiarism to uphold
academic integrity.

Self-plagiarism occurs when authors reuse their own previously published work without proper
citation (Thelwall, 2018). This includes:

e Republishing old research papers without significant modifications
¢ Presenting old results as new findings
¢ Adding minimal new data to previously published work without proper citation

Self-plagiarism is an unethical research practice that undermines academic credibility. It is
considered research misconduct and can lead to paper retraction, loss of publishing privileges, and
reputational damage (Wallace, Lariviere, & Gingras, 2009).

Academic research follows strict ethical standards, and institutions take serious measures
against plagiarism and copyright violations. These measures may include canceling research projects,
rejecting submissions, or imposing legal consequences (Vinkler, 2010). Authors must ensure that
their work maintains originality, transparency, and integrity in accordance with journal policies.

2. Conclusion

Publishing research in SCOPUS-indexed journals is a critical milestone for academics seeking
global recognition and scholarly impact. The structured publication process—from manuscript
preparation, journal selection, adherence to submission guidelines, peer review, and final
acceptance—ensures that research meets high academic standards and contributes meaningfully to
the field. Careful selection of the right journal, strict adherence to ethical guidelines, and effective
revision based on peer review feedback significantly enhance the chances of acceptance.
Additionally, avoiding plagiarism and ensuring originality is essential to maintaining research integrity.
Once published and indexed in SCOPUS, the research gains wider visibility, increasing opportunities
for citations and collaboration. By following this step-by-step approach, researchers can successfully
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navigate the SCOPUS publication process, strengthening their academic reputation and advancing
knowledge in their discipline.
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