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Working memory performances within the verbal domain, and (2) there are correlations
manipulation in the WM manipulation effect of behavioral performances between the

verbal and visual domains. Behavioral results (hit rates and reaction
times) indicate significant correlations among the WM manipulation
effect among the three language tasks, but not between the language
and the visual tasks. Implications include that cognitive training and
improvement are possible, but only within the domain. The manipulation
effect can be trained across different languages using linguistic tasks,
but visual tasks may not produce the desired manipulation effect in the
verbal tasks. Cognitive trainings that use both linguistics and non-linguistic
tasks simultaneously to train the students” WM are recommended to
achieve the manipulation effect in the language domain.
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INTRODUCTION

Over the past decades, Thailand has spent several billion baht each year to improve English
language literacy and proficiency in Thai students with little success (Hayes, 2016;
Jarunthawatchai & Baker, 2024; Kaur et al., 2016; Snodin, Savski, & Sameephet, 2024;
Thitiratsakul, 2024; Trakulphadetkrai, 2011). To solve this problem, English programs have
recently been implemented in more than 2,000 public schools and the Ministry of Education
plans to recruit over 10,000 native English-speaking teachers to improve English proficiency
in Thai students (Bangkok Post, 2021; Ministry of Education, 2019). However, since Thailand
has a large education gap, more than 40,000 schools, especially in provincial areas, still use
Thai as the main language of instruction as it is the country’s only official language (Darasawang,
2007; Ministry of Education, 2019). Thus, Thai adults are not competitive globally because
they have insufficient English language proficiency (Chenaksara, 2005; Luankanokrat, 2011;
Mala, 2018; Snodin et al., 2024; Wiriyachitra, 2002).

To be able to reduce this gap, the country needs more than 10 times of the current budget to
expand the English programs to these schools and create additional English training programs
in workplaces nationwide. This is nearly impossible given the economic slowdown Thailand
has faced (Ministry of Education, 2019; Suthiwartnarueput, 2021). Implementing these English
programs is not an easy task because it requires a lot of money, human resources and effective
teaching/learning methods suitable for students and adults who have little exposure and
experience using English in their learning and work environments (Kaur et al., 2016;
Punthumasen, 2007). In 2023, Thailand ranked 101 out of 113 countries in a global ranking
of countries and regions by English skills conducted by Education First (EF) on adult population
(median age = 25 years old) (Education First, 2023). This ranking is considered by EF as very
low proficiency, lower than other Asian countries such as Cambodia (98™), Vietnam (58™), and
Indonesia (79'").

The majority of these Thai adults have passed the critical period for second language (L2)
acquisition, which is around two years of age until around 17 years old. This period is thought
to be the age range that acquisition of L2 yields better results than at any other age. Thus, it
is vital for linguists and scientists to develop successful English learning and/or transitioning
programs for these adults, but we now lack the fundamental knowledge about the underlying
cognitive processes crucial for second language learning (Hernandez et al., 2021; Vanhove,
2013).

In cognitive neuroscience, these cognitive processes are called cognitive control, which is a
group of important human brain or mental processes that take the goals we wish to achieve
into account and influence and/or alter our behaviors in hope of achieving those goals.
Cognitive control is thought to be domain general and consists of several core functions
(Lehto et al., 2003; Miller & Cohen, 2001; Miyake et al., 2000; Morton et al., 2011). One of
these functions is working memory (WM) that allows for short storage and manipulation of
the information coming from sensory inputs such as our eyes and ears. The researchers focus
on WM processes because WM is fundamental to the acquisition of new vocabularies into
long-term memory (Baddeley, 2012; Cattell, 1963; Ellis, 1996). A larger WM storage has been
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linked to a larger vocabulary size, better word recall and higher verbal fluency (Atkins &
Baddeley, 1998; Bialystok & Feng, 2009; Carpenter et al., 2020; Luo et al., 2010). The capacity
of WM and the ability to manipulate contents in WM (i.e., WM manipulation) could be
enhanced via cognitive training by varying memory load demands, rehearsal, and/or
manipulating the information stored in WM with new incoming sensory information (Dahlin
et al., 2008; Jensen & Tesche, 2002).

Also, WM processes are thought to involve neural activity implicating in the prefrontal cortex
and the basal ganglia, brain regions critical to a variety of cognitive control functions and
thought to be domain general (Chein et al., 2011; Cools & D'Esposito, 2011; D'Esposito &
Postle, 2015; Ekman et al., 2012). Therefore, we may be able to use one sensory input to
enhance the WM performance of another e.g., training on the ability to perform in the visual
domain may help increase the ability to perform in the sound and language domain. Thus,
WM is a fundamental construct that subserves the information coming into both the explicit
and implicit memories. If WM can be trained to improve, the benefits encompass both the
second language acquisition (information coming into implicit memory) and learning processes
(information coming into explicit memory).

The present study aims to (1) investigate the cognitive mechanisms underlying working memory
manipulation across different languages in Thai-English bilingual adults and (2) to test the
generality of the cognitive processes underlying working memory manipulation between the
linguistic and non-linguistic domains in Thai-English bilingual adults. It is hypothesized that
(1) there are correlations in the working memory manipulation effect of behavioral data (hit
rate and reaction time) between languages (Thai, English, Mixed) and (2) there are correlations
in the working memory manipulation effect of behavioral data (hit rate and reaction time)
between the languages (Thai, English, Mixed) and visual domains.

The researchers pose two questions (1) Do Thai-English bilingual adults use the same cognitive
mechanism that supports working memory manipulation across languages? (2) Do Thai-English
bilingual adults use the same cognitive mechanism that supports working memory manipulation
across linguistic and non-linguistic domains?

LITERATURE REVIEW
Cognitive control

Cognitive control or executive functions refers to the mental processes needed when a person
has to focus on the task at hand and behave in such a way that the intended goal could be
achieved. The three main core functions or components of cognitive control are inhibitory
control, working memory (WM) and cognitive flexibility (Diamond, 2013; Lehto et al., 2003;
Miller & Cohen, 2001; Miyake et al., 2000; Morton et al., 2011). These components form the
basis for higher-level cognitive functions such as planning, reasoning, and problem-solving
(Cattell, 1971, 1987; Diamond, 2013; Haier, 2017).
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Cognitive control is essential in language learning because it guides our behaviors in the
direction that would achieve the goal of learning (Gathercole, 2006; Gupta, 2003; Service,
1992; Swanson, 2003). Laufer (1990) points out that acquiring vocabulary in a second language
is a crucial step in mastering that language. We use this particular subcomponent of cognitive
control, WM, in the process of successful word learning in both our first and second languages
(Avons et al., 1998; Cheung, 1996; Gathercole & Masoura, 2005; Majerus et al., 2006). The
better quality the new words is stored in WM, the better the word representations become
in our long-term memory. In other words, good verbal WM leads to good memorization of
words (Baddeley et al., 1998; Gathercole, 2006).

Research suggests that the human brain is malleable and capable of being improved, so we
may be able to use one sensory input to enhance the WM performance of another. Previous
studies found that cognitive training protocols that target both the prefrontal cortex and
the basal ganglia could potentially improve cognitive control processes across linguistic and
non-linguistic domains (Anguera et al., 2013; Calkins et al., 2015; Krause & Kadosh, 2013;
Schmiedek et al., 2010; Strobach et al., 2016). These protocols could be effective ways to help
enhance second language (L2) learning in individuals who have passed the critical period.

Bilingualism

Bilingualism is the state of possessing more than one language system within a person (Dronkers
& Baldo, 2009). Many studies have sorted bilinguals into different categories, namely
compound-coordinate-subordinate bilinguals and simultaneous-sequential bilinguals.
Compound bilinguals learn their two languages at the same time, so they have two sets of
languages to describe one meaning concept. Coordinate bilinguals learn the two languages in
different contexts, such as home vs school, so they develop two separated sets of words used
to describe two meaning concepts in their mind. Subordinate bilinguals refer to those who
learn a second language in adulthood. They have a strong language, the mother tongue, and
they learn a second language through their mother language. They usually translate their
second language back to their mother language, so they possess only one meaning concept.
Then, simultaneous bilinguals are introduced to the two languages at roughly the same time,
very early in life, while sequential bilinguals are introduced to the second language after the
age of three when they already mastered their first language (Castilla et al., 2009; D'Acierno,
1990; Diller, 1970; Klein et al., 2014; Moradi, 2014).

However, there is no clear and standard boundary separating bilinguals and monolinguals since
people define bilingualism differently. Recent efforts have defined bilingualism as a spectrum
of experience — the period until two or more language systems are present in an individual
(DelLuca et al., 2019; Luk & Bialystok, 2013). A number of factors contribute to this spectrum
- language proficiency, frequency of language use, age and order of language acquisition, and
sociolinguistic context (Friesen et al., 2015; Kaushanskaya & Prior, 2015). Among these factors,
proficiency and frequency of use are more important in determining a baseline of sufficient
proficiency in a second language for a person to become a bilingual (Bedore et al., 2016;
Grosjean & Li, 2013).
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Since bilinguals can vary within themselves in terms of when they acquire their second language
(L2) in relation to their native or first language (L1), it is suggested that scientists should compare
simultaneous bilinguals and monolinguals when studying bilingualism since simultaneous
bilinguals are the ideal representation of the bilingual population group. However, this is not
always practical in the real world where proficient bilingual research subjects are difficult to
find.

The use of two languages of bilingual people requires the continuous storing and processing
of the language system which brings about the demands and changes on the cognitive
functions. This confers a hypothetical superiority of the bilingual brain to a monolingual one.
Literature reports several areas where being bilingual is considered more cognitively
advantageous than monolingual, such as better attention and cognitive control (Alladi et al.,
2013; Altarriba, 2006; Badre & Wagner, 2007; Barker & Bialystok, 2019; Bialystok & Viswanathan,
2009; Bialystok et al., 2007; Hayakawa et al., 2017; Javor & Javor, 2016; Singh, 2018). This
suggests that being bilingual can positively affect our cognitive abilities. Thus, it is a desirable
goal to achieve.

Human memory systems

In our memory system, incoming information get briefly stored and/or manipulated in working
memory. Short-term memory concerns only the brief storage of information while WM
encompasses both the brief storage and processing of information such as updating or
manipulating it within that brief period. After a few seconds, the information is either passed
on to the long-term memory or get lost through forgetting. The long-term memory stores the
information permanently as the general knowledge we know about the world, further
classified as declarative or explicit memory and non-declarative or implicit/procedural
memory. Declarative memory is the conscious memory about facts and information. It is where
we consciously encode, store and retrieve information including word forms and meanings
(Eichenbaum, 2004; Squire et al., 2004; Ullman, 2001; Ullman, 2004). Declarative memory can
be divided into two subcategories. Episodic memory is the memory about the events and
personal experiences that have occurred through time. We remember them in episodes or
scenes. Semantic memory refers to the memory about concepts, ideas, knowledge, and meanings.

Non-declarative memory takes place unconsciously and can be divided into four subcategories.
Skills and habits are the way we normally do things in our life, such as speaking a second
language fluently after learning and practicing it intensively (Morgan-Short et al., 2014; Schacter,
1987). After repeating the information learned in declarative memory many times, it gradually
moves to the non-declarative memory and becomes automatic (Kandel, 2007). Priming memory
is when exposure to one stimulus, usually words or objects, unconsciously influences our brain
to have a better or worse ability to recognize a subsequent stimulus (Mayr & Buchner, 2007;
Tulving & Schacter, 1990; Weingarten et al., 2016).

Classical conditioning refers to the learning process that results from an unconscious association
between a particular stimulus and response (Bouton & Moody, 2004). Habituation is defined
as “a decrease in responsiveness due to the presentation of a repeated stimulus” (Jumonville,
2012, p. 24).
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Bilingual memory systems

The two languages of bilinguals have been represented in the Revised Hierarchical Model
(French & Jacquet, 2004; Kroll et al., 2010) which posits that bilinguals have the same underlying
concept of a word, but the concept is more strongly represented in their native language (L1)
than in the second language (L2) since the bilinguals are usually more familiar with the word’s
meaning in their L1. The lexical link from L2 to L1 is stronger than that linking L1 to L2 since
the bilinguals normally encode the words in L2 together with its translation back to L1, thus
reinforcing the encoding of the lexical link from L2 back to L1. However, it happens frequently
that the words in L1 are not matched with its translations in L2.

The connectionist models give further explanations regarding mechanisms that enable bilinguals
to use their two languages without failure such as interferences from the other language not
currently in use. One major model is the Bilingual Interactive Activation Model Plus (BIA+)
(Brysbaert & Duyck, 2010; Dijkstra & Van Heuven, 2002) proposing that visual input activates
recognition of the features (e.g., basic lines and shapes) and these features activate the
recognition of the letters corresponding to themselves. The sequence of these letters activates
recognition of the words corresponding to the sequence and inhibits recognition of the words
that are not related to the sequence. After that, the words activate recognition of the language
corresponding to the words and inhibit recognition of the language that does not include those
words. The activated language also exerts inhibition to the other language not currently in
use.

All of these activations happen only when they reach the recognition threshold of each stage.
The activation that is not strong enough to reach the threshold value does not activate the
next stage of activation. Bilingual lexical access is non-selective (Altarriba & Heredia, 2018),
meaning several words can be activated at the same time, but only the ones passing the
threshold activate the next stage of recognition.

Working memory

Working memory (WM) is a fundamental cognitive system that provides an active space for
sensory and mnemonic information to be temporarily stored and manipulated so that we
could learn to form abstract thoughts and control complex behaviors, including language
comprehension and production (Acheson & MacDonald, 2009; Daneman & Merikle, 1996).
According to the Multi-component Working Memory Model, WM is a centralized system,
where the prefrontal cortex supervises its processes of information. WM also consists of
multiple fluid systems including visual-spatial sketchpad and phonological loop (Baddeley,
2012; Baddeley & Hitch, 1974). These systems interact with the crystallized systems
responsible for amassing long-term knowledge such as visual semantics, language, and
episodic long-term memory.

Phonological loop plays a major part in language processing, providing an active storage for

us to acquire unfamiliar words and learn to associate these words with their meanings, visual
images, contexts, or words that we have learned (Baddeley, 2000; Baddeley et al., 1998). To
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some extent, the greater the capacity and efficiency of the phonological loop are, the greater
the vocabulary size, verbal fluency, and the speed of acquiring foreign vocabulary become
(Blom et al., 2014; Gathercole, 2006; Gathercole & Baddeley, 1989; Papagno et al., 1991).
When we want to register phonological sequences of new vocabulary into long-term memory,
the brain needs to create representations for these sound sequences.

Unfortunately, information in the real world is often temporary and does not wait for the brain
to create the representation of the information. To register this fleeting information, our brain
needs a system that temporarily holds the information while it is being accurately registered
into the long-term memory. We do not need a system that registers every new information it
receives from the environment into the long-term memory nor a system that simply repeats
the knowledge already stored in the long-term memory, but the one that is sensitive enough
to incrementally register new information based on a repeated characteristics in the short-term
storage system. The information that keeps repeating itself is useful enough to be encoded
for use in the long run (Baddeley et al., 1998; Sasisekaran et al., 2010).

Brown and Hulme (2013) suggest that phonological loop contributes to the successful formation
of new vocabulary in long-term memory through the interactions among vocab size, lexical
representation, nonword repetition ability and other factors. Greater vocab size leads to more
segmentalized lexical representations and improvement in repetition of nonwords or phonemes,
which in turn, leads to greater vocab size. Young children first store words and sounds they
hear from the environment together in one large group, without any need to segment or
sequence them since there are not a lot of words at this stage.

As they grow older, they keep encountering more words from the external world and some
words or parts of words sound similar. Thus, they need to start segmenting and organizing
their vocabulary into similar groups according to the lexical representations of the words
(Jusczyk, 1993; Metsala, 1997; Metsala & Walley, 2013). Then the number of words keep
increasing, so they must continue to the smaller level of nonword or phoneme, which is the
smallest unit of sound that distinguishes a word from the other words in a particular language
(Baars & Gage, 2013). The improved ability to distinguish between phonemes leads to better
temporary storage of new vocab in the phonological loop and the vocab acquisition to the
long-term memory. The greater vocab size results in better distinguishing of phonemes
and other factors such as spellings or the physical looks of the words could lead to more
segmentalized lexical representations.

Research on bilingual working memory

While bilingual advantages in attention, inhibitory control, cognitive flexibility, and other
domains of cognition have been consistently reported and generally accepted, evidence for
bilingual advantages in WM processes remains controversial with mixed findings. Morales et
al. (2013) as well as Blom et al. (2014) report that bilingual children have better WM than
monolingual children in both the visuospatial and verbal domains, especially in WM tasks that
include processing or updating of the memory contents i.e., tasks involving the central
executive. Cockcroft et al. (2019) report that multilinguals perform better than monolinguals
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on all of the WM components i.e., visuospatial maintaining, visuospatial manipulating, verbal
maintaining, and verbal manipulating.

On the other hand, Bonifacci et al. (2011) report no bilingual advantage in WM when they ask
the bilingual children and young adults to remember numbers and symbols. Engel de Abreu
(2011) reports no WM advantage of the bilinguals compared to the monolinguals. Ratiu and
Azuma (2015) put bilingual and monolingual young adults through four WM tests and does
not find bilingual advantage in WM, suggesting that bilingual advantages may take place only
in tasks involving central executive. Namazi and Thordardottir (2010) study the interaction
between controlled attention and WM between bilinguals and monolinguals. Although they
report a relationship between WM and controlled attention, they do not find a bilingual
advantage in terms of WM.

A meta-analysis study by Grundy and Timmer (2017) reviews 27 independent studies on
bilingualism effect on WM and reports a small to medium effect size supporting the view that
WM capacity is higher in bilinguals than in monolinguals. These mixed results might emerge
from the fact that WM tasks employed in most studies could not effectively dissociate different
cognitive processes described in the Multi-component Working Memory Model, particularly
the maintenance and the manipulation processes, which are related to the fluid and the
central executive systems, respectively.

Thus, here the researchers adapt the previously established WM task from another
neuroscientific study investigating WM manipulation (Itthipuripat et al., 2013), so that it could
be used in this study to effectively track the maintenance and manipulation processes across
linguistic and non-linguistic domains, as well as examine the effect of bilingualism on
behavioral performance.

By varying cognitive loads, or the amount of information that the human WM can process at
a time (Van Merrienboer & Sweller, 2005), between the maintenance and manipulation
conditions, the researchers expect to see the differences in the behavioral results. Normally,
the manipulation condition, where the subjects have to remember a higher amount of
information and cognitively manipulate the information in their WM, demands more cognitive
load than the maintenance condition, where the subjects remember a lesser amount of
information and do not have to manipulation information in their WM.

METHODOLOGY
Subjects and task conditions

Twenty-six native Thai speakers, aged 18-36 years old with normal or corrected-to-normal
vision and no history of neurological or psychiatric disorders were recruited. The focus was
given to this group because their prefrontal cortex and subcortical region called striatum have
reached developmental maturation while still not shown signs of decline as in dementia
(Alladi et al., 2013; Bialystok et al., 2007; Somerville & Casey, 2010). In this age range, these
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brain areas are still capable of being developed given appropriate task goals (Braver et al.,
2009; Zanto & Gazzaley, 2013). The subjects are subordinate bilinguals. They learn a second
language in adulthood and have a strong first language. They learn a second language through
their first language and they usually translate their second language back to their first language,
so they possess only one meaning concept. Also, they are sequential Thai-English bilinguals
who were introduced to the second language after the age of three when they already
mastered their first language.

The subjects were recruited from a community nearby King Mongkut’s University of Technology
Thonburi (KMUTT) through posters posting both on-site and online channels. The subjects
were provided with a written informed consent, issued by the Institutional Review Board at
KMUTT. The subjects filled in the questionnaire to reveal their ages and proficiency levels of
the English and Thai languages.

Table 1 introduces the tasks and task conditions used in the verbal and visual domains as well
as maps them to the hypotheses

Table 1
Tasks and task conditions in the verbal and visual domains

Hypothesis Domain Task Condition
1) There are correlations in the working memory English Maintenance
manipulation effect of behavioral data (hit rate and Thai Manipulation
ai

reaction time) between languages (Thai, English, Mixed). Verbal Manipulation
Maintenance
Manipulation

Mixed English-Thai

2) There are correlations in the working memory
manipulation effect of behavioral data (hit rate and
reaction time) between the languages (Thai, English,
Mixed) and visual domains.

Maintenance

Visual Visual
Manipulation

The maintenance condition refers to the condition that subjects only remember the sound or
picture items shown to them in sequence, and respond by selecting the pictures shown on
the screenin that sequence. The manipulation condition refers to the condition when subjects
remember the sound or picture items shown to them in a sequence. After the sequence ends,
a new item is added and subjects must abandon the first item in the sequence from their
memory and put the new item at the last position in the sequence to create a new sequence.
Subjects respond by selecting the pictures shown on the screen according to the new sequence.

These two task conditions provide behavioral data called hit rate and reaction time. The hit
rate is the percentage of accuracy, indicating what percentage of the tasks that subjects respond
correctly. Reaction time (RT) is the time that subjects use to respond to the tasks, indicating
how long subjects use to respond measured in the unit of milliseconds (msec).

Instruments

There are two instruments employed in this study. First, the adapted version of the Language
and Social Background Questionnaire (LSBQ) (Anderson et al., 2018; Li et al., 2006) was adapted
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to be used with the subjects to inquire their current ages, onset ages of L1 and L2 learning,
and proficiency levels of the English and Thai languages (min = 1, max = 10) (see Appendix A).

Then, two computerized cognitive tasks that were designed for the subjects to perform for
half a day. These tasks measured their performances (hit rate and reaction time) in WM
maintenance and manipulation (Itthipuripat et al., 2013). These tasks are the Verbal-working
-memory task and the Visual-working-memory task that will allow us to investigate the
correlation within the verbal domain and between the verbal and visual domains.

Experimental procedures

The experiment took half a day (maximum 3.5 hours, including experiment preparation and
breaks). It was conducted one-by-one in a quiet environment. The subjects performed the
experiment by sitting comfortably in front of a computer screen in an air-conditioned room,
so they can pay good attention to doing the experiment. The experiment consists of two tasks,
the verbal-working-memory task and the visual-working-memory task. No practice trials were
given to the subjects. The subjects were only given PowerPoint presentation explaining the
experiment details, sequence of the sounds and pictures, and actions they have to take during
the experiment.

The Verbal-working-memory task

The first experiment was the verbal-working-memory task (Figure 1). This task was used to
investigate the effect of bilingualism on cognitive mechanisms underlying WM manipulation
in the language-specific domain. Specifically, the task investigated if the experience using one
vs. two languages lead to cost or benefit in the adults’ ability to update information contents
in the first and the second languages as well as when they had to use both languages at the
same time.

In this task, there were three language conditions, Thai, English and Mixed Thai-English. The
subjects, sitting in front of a computer screen, listened to and remembered the list of word
sounds in sequence in a language condition, and remembered them during the first delay
period (Delay#1). The interstimulus interval (ISI) was 0 second. The delay is 1.5s long because
the authors would like to look at manipulation effect within working memory, not sensory
memory or long-term memory, which have shorter and longer durations, respectively. The
sounds were presented through speakers.

After Delay#1, a new item appeared either as a noise or a new word. If the subjects heard
a noise, a musical note at middle C, they must continue remembering (maintain) those words
during the second delay period (Delay#2). During the response phase, they had to choose the
pictures corresponding to the words they had previously remembered in sequence by pressing
the keyboard buttons corresponding to the pictures on screen. However, if the subjects heard
a new word instead, they had to make a new sequence of words by forgetting the first word
in their memory and adding the new word to the end of the sequence (manipulate). During
the response phase, they had to choose the pictures corresponding to the words they had
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previously remembered in sequence by pressing the keyboard buttons corresponding to the
pictures on screen. This is called one trial of the task.

There are overall 40 trials in the task for one language condition, dividing equally into two
halves. In 20 trials, the subjects maintained the information they remembered and answered
in sequence. Inthe other 20 trials, they manipulated the information and answered in sequence.
These two halves of the trials were randomly mixed with each other, so the subjects could not
guess whether the next trial would ask them to maintain or manipulate the words they heard.
Trials that include only four different word sounds during the encoding phase were equally
mixed with trials that include four-word sounds with one word sound presented twice, so they
actually consisted of three different word sounds. The researchers performed one 40-trial
verbal-WM task for each language condition (Thai, English, and Mixed Thai-English), Thus there
were the overall 120 trials for the three language conditions.

Note that in the Mixed Thai-English tasks, the presentation order of language is pseudo-
randomized across trials in both the maintenance and manipulation conditions. Also, the Thai
(L1) and English (L2) words used in this study are one-syllabic and frequently-used words e.g.,
u1-dog, win-cat, fls-bee. These words are carefully selected for this study to ensure that all of
them are easy enough for all the subjects to understand.

Delay New Delay

Encoding Phase #“ item a2

Response Phase

:

(NOISE}

@ & @ i by —ume '3

BIRD DOG BEE

+oH|oHoH°f o1

J 1.5sec

1.5sec 1.5 sec

&

Each sound 0.8 sec
IS =0 sec 4.7 sec

Until response

7.7 sec

Figure 1 The verbal-working-memory task
The visual-working-memory task

To test the generality of the bilingual effect on cognitive processes underlying WM manipulation
in the non-linguistic domain, subjects performed the variant of the visual-working-memory
task (Figure 2). In this task, there was only one visual condition. The subjects, sitting in front
of acomputer screen, saw and remembered the abstract images in sequence and remembered
them during the first delay period (Delay#1). The interstimulus interval (ISI) was 0.5 second.
The one-and-a-half-second delay allows the authors to see manipulation effect within the
process of interest, working memory. This reduces possible interferences from other memory
systems such as sensory memory and long-term memory.

After Delay#1, a new item appeared either as a “#” sign or a new image. If the subjects saw a
“#” sign. They must continue remembering (maintain) those images during the second delay
period (Delay#2). During the response phase, they had to choose the pictures corresponding
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to the images they had previously remembered in sequence by pressing the keyboard buttons
corresponding to the pictures on screen. However, if the subjects saw a new abstract image
instead, they had to make a new sequence of images by forgetting the first image in their
memory and adding the new image to the end of the sequence (manipulate). During the
response phase, they had to choose the pictures corresponding to the images they had
previously remembered in sequence by pressing the keyboard buttons corresponding to the
pictures on screen. This is called one trial of the task.

There are the overall 40 trials in the task, dividing equally into two halves. In 20 trials, the
subjects maintained the information they remembered and answered in sequence. In the
other 20 trials, they manipulated the information and answered in sequence. These two halves
of the trials were randomly mixed with each other, so the subjects could not guess whether
the next trial would ask them to maintain or manipulate the images they saw. Trials that include
only three different images during the encoding phase were equally mixed with trials that
include three images with one image presented twice, so they actually consisted of two
different images. The number of images in this task is different from the number of sounds in
the Verbal-working-memory Task in order to control task difficulty. The tasks are designed to
be difficult enough for the subjects to put in their effort to successfully complete them, but
not too difficult to make the subjects abandon all their efforts. The researchers performed one
40-trial task for the visual task, so there were the overall 40 trials for a visual condition.

Note that in the Mixed Thai-English tasks, the presentation order of language is pseudo-
randomized across trials in both the maintenance and manipulation conditions.

Delay New Delay

Encoding Phase Response Phase

#1 item #2
0.5 sec 1.5 sec - - u ﬂ n

Each picture 0.5 sec
IS1=0.5 sec

Until response

4.5 sec 6.5 sec

Figure 2 The visual-working-memory task

Both the verbal- and visual-WM tasks, consisting of 40 trials of Thai, 40 trials of English,
40 trials of Mixed, and 40 trials of Visual, were summed up to one set of experiments. The
researchers performed the overall three sets of experiments in sequence for each subject as
illustrated in Table 2. The language and visual conditions were randomly mixed among
themselves in a sequence for each subject. This gave us the overall 120 trials for each language
and visual condition for one subject. The subject could ask for a break between sets, conditions,
or whenever and for however long they needed.
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Example of experimental sets, trials, and sequence for a research subject

Experiment
Setl Set 2 Set 3
Sequence  Numberof Sequence  MNumberof  Sequence Number of Overall rtumher
. \ . of Trials
Trials Trials Trials
English 40 English 40 English 40 120
Thai 40 Thai 40 Thai 40 120
Visual 40 Visual 40 Visual 40 120
Mixed 40 Mixed 40 Mixed 40 120

The sequence in each set of experiments was randomly assigned to each subject, so all the
subjects did not start at the same condition and follow the same sequence.

Data analyses

Correlation analysis was employed to examine the relationship between the manipulation
performance across the visual and auditory tasks. If WM manipulation is domain-general and
is thus shaped by bilingual experience in a similar way across linguistic and non-linguistic
domains, the positive correlation between the behavioral performance in manipulating the
WM contents across the visual and verbal tasks will be observed.

Statistical analyses

Six data analysis methods are employed. First, Analysis of Variance (ANOVA) is used. Variance
is the dispersal of the data points around the mean. ANOVA is a collection of statistical models
used to analyze differences among means when comparing means of several datasets. A two-way
ANOVA is used to analyze the effects of two categorical independent variables on a continuous
dependent variable. It allows researchers to determine whether there are significant interactions
between the independent variables and whether each independent variable has a significant
main effect on the dependent variable. ANOVA produces F-statistic or F-value, which is the
ratio between two variances (between-group variance and within group variance). F-value is
reported in the form of F(d.f.). Degree of freedom (d.f.) is the number of all subjects minus 1.
Larger F-value (and lower p-value, p < 0.05) signifies that the result is significant because there
is higher variation between sample means than variation within the samples. Second, post-hoc
t-tests are used to carry out multiple t-tests to test for differences between each pair of
categories. Post-hoc t-tests are used as a follow-up to ANOVA to determine which comparison
pair contributes to the overall significant difference observed in the F-value.

Third, the Bonferroni correction is used with the post-hoc t-tests to adjust the p-values to
decrease the errors that may arise from making multiple statistical tests. Fourth, regression
analysis is used to show the relationship between two variables, one dependent variable
against anotherindependent variable, in each pairwise comparison. Fifth, Pearson Correlation
Coefficient takes into account the covariance and their standard deviations to yield the
correlation coefficient called rho, which is a measure of the closeness of the linear relationship
between variables on the x-axis and y-axis. Rho values range from -1 to 1. The closer the rho
value gets to -1, the closer the relationship between variables on the x-axis and y-axis is
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a perfect negative linear correlation. The closer the rho value gets to 1, the closer the relationship
between variables on the x-axis and y-axis is a perfect positive linear correlation. Last, Bayes
factor is used in Bayesian hypothesis testing to quantify the strength of evidence for one
hypothesis relative to another. It provides a way to compare the likelihood of observing the
data under different competing hypotheses.

RESULTS
Questionnaire results

The LSBQ vyields the overall 14 males and 12 females. Given that 1 means no proficiency in
that language and 10 means native proficiency in that language, the results from the
guestionnaire reveal the profile of the subjects as follows: The mean score of Thai proficiency
based on their rating is 9.12, S.D. £1.19. The mean score of English proficiency based on their
rating is 5.99, S.D. +1.76. The mean age of all the subjects is 25.96, S.D. +5.63. Table 3 below
shows the average age the subjects began learning Thai and English. The subjects are classified
as sequential and subordinate because they started learning the second language (English)
after the age of three when they already had a strong mother tongue (Thai).

Table 3

Average age the subjects start learning the languages at home and in school

Average age starting learning Thai (year) Average age starting learning English (year)
at home in school at home in school
2.54 (+2.62) 5.00 (+2.86) 5.42 (+2.33) 6.04 (+2.13)

Figure 3 shows the number of subjects in each language proficiency level. The histogram
suggests that the subjects are relatively homogeneous, native Thai speakers with different
English language proficiency levels (Figure 4).

Number of subjects in each Thai language proficiency level

14
6
4
|+ 0 i 0 -

[4.75,5.5]  (5.5,6.25] (6.25,7] (7,7.75] (7.75,85]  (85,9.25]  (9.25, 10]

Number of subjects

Proficiency Level

Figure 3 The number of subjects in each Thai language proficiency level
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Number of subjects in each English language proficiency level

[2.75,3.75] (3.75,4.75] (4.75,5.75] (5.75,6.75] (6.75,7.75] (7.75,8.75] (8.75,9.75]

=

Number of subjects
O R N WA UIOON WO

Proficiency Level
Figure 4 The number of subjects in each English language proficiency level
Behavioral results

All the subjects significantly outperformed the chance levels (0.160% for each language task,
0.800% for visual task) of getting the entire letter sequence correct for both maintenance and
manipulation conditions. The WM manipulation effect on hit was computed by subtracting hit
rates of the maintenance condition from the hit rates of the manipulation condition in English,
Mixed, Thai, Visual tasks. Regression analyses reveal that WM manipulation effect on hit
correlates significantly among the language tasks, English-Thai (rho(1, 25) = 0.581, p = 0.002),
English-Mixed (rho(2, 25) = 0.577, p = 0.020), and Thai-Mixed (rho(3, 25) = 0.390, p = 0.049,
Figure 5), but does not correlate significantly between the language tasks and the visual task,
English-visual (rho(1, 25) = 0.202, p = 0.323), Mixed-visual (rho(1, 25) = 0.159, p = 0.439),
Thai-visual (rho(1, 25) = 0.167, p = 0.416, Figure 6).

The WM manipulation effect on RT was computed by subtracting RTs of the maintenance
condition from the RTs of the manipulation condition in English, Mixed, Thai, Visual tasks.
Regression analyses reveal that WM manipulation effect on RT correlate significantly among
the language tasks, English-Thai (rho(1, 25) =0.590, p = 0.002), English-Mixed (rho(2, 25) =0.467,
p = 0.016), and Thai-Mixed (rho(3, 25) = 0.551, p = 0.004, Figure 7), but does not correlate
significantly between the language tasks and the visual task (English-visual (rho(1, 25) = 0.247,
p =0.225), Mixed-visual (rho(1, 25) =-0.059, p = 0.776), Thai-visual (rho(1, 25) = 0.331,
p =0.098; Figure 8).

Bayes Factor (BFo) reveal that WM manipulation effect on hit rates across the language tasks
and the visual task are BF;p Mixed-Visual = 0.32 (substantial evidence for the null hypothesis)
and BFjo Thai-Visual = 0.33, BF;p English-Visual = 0.39 (anecdotal evidence for the null hypothesis).
Bayes Factor reveal that WM manipulation effect on RTs across the language tasks and the
visual task are BF;p Mixed-Visual = 0.25 (substantial evidence for the null hypothesis) and BFjp
Thai-Visual = 0.89, BF;o English-Visual = 0.49 (anecdotal evidence for the null hypothesis). See
Appendix B for Bayes Factor Interpretation.
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Figure 5 WM manipulation effects on hit rate, comparing correlation across the language domain
(p £0.05 (*), p<0.01 (**), p <0.001 (***), p > 0.05 (not significant))
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Figure 6 Correlations of WM manipulation effect on hit across the language and visual domains
(p<0.05 (*), p<0.01 (**), p<0.001 (***), p > 0.05 (not significant))
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Figure 8 Correlations of WM manipulation effect on reaction time (RT) across the language and visual
domains (p < 0.05 (*), p <0.01 (**), p £ 0.001 (***), p > 0.05 (not significant))

Correlations between English language proficiency and WM manipulation effect in the language
tasks and the visual tasks are not significant, English-English proficiency (rho(1, 25) = 0.007,
p =0.974), Mixed-English proficiency (rho(2, 25) =-0.010, p = 0.963), Thai-English proficiency
(rho(1, 25) =-0.121, p = 0.556), Visual-English proficiency (rho(1, 25) = -0.044, p = 0.830; Figure 9).
Similarly, correlations between age and WM manipulation effect in language tasks and
the visual tasks are not significant, English-age (rho(1, 25) = -0.178, p = 0.383), Mixed-age
(rho(2,25)=-0.128, p=0.533), Thai-age (rho(1, 25) =-0.113, p = 0.583), Visual-age (rho(1, 25) =0.282,
p =0.163; Figure 10).
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Figure 9 Correlations between English proficiency and manipulation effect across the language
domain (p £0.05 (*), p £0.01 (**), p <£0.001 (***), p > 0.05 (not significant))
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Figure 10 Correlations between age and manipulation effect across the language domain
(p<0.05(*), p<0.01 (**), p<0.001 (***), p > 0.05 (not significant))

Also, the hit rates in the English, Mixed, Thai, and Visual tasks are significantly lower in the
manipulation condition than in the maintenance condition as shown in the two-way ANOVA
(F(25) = 44.50, p < 0.001; Figure 11). Consequently, the RT in the English, Mixed, Thai, and
Visual tasks are significantly higher in the manipulation condition than in the maintenance
condition (F(25) = 68.51, p < 0.001).

The hit rates differ significantly among the language tasks (F(25) = 32.15, p < 0.001). Post-hoc
t-tests (Bonferroni adjusted p-value = 0.017) reveal pairwise comparisons of means contributing
to the overall significant difference that is observed in the F-statisticamong the language tasks,
specifically English-Thai (t(1, 25) = -6.279, p = 0.004), English-Mixed (t(2, 25) = -2.400,
p = 0.024), and Thai-Mixed (t(3, 25) = -6.537, p = 0.000). Likewise, the reaction times (RTs)
differ significantly among the language tasks (F(25) = 23.49, p < 0.001). Post-hoc t-tests
(Bonferroni adjusted p-value = 0.017) reveal pairwise comparisons of means contributing to
the overall significant difference that is observed in the F-statistic among the language tasks,
specifically English-Thai (¢(1, 25) =5.077, p = 0.000), English-Mixed (t(2, 25) = 1.150, p = 0.000),
and Thai-Mixed (t(3, 25) = 5.393, p = 0.000).

Thus, Thai has a higher hit rate than Mix and Mix has higher hit rate than English while English
has higher RT than Mix and Mix has higher RT than Thai.

0.45
rrrrr donance  maniguiation mainterance manipulation

Figure 11 Comparison between the maintenance and manipulation conditions of hit rate (Left) and
1302 reaction time (RT, Right) among the English, Mixed, Thai (Top) and visual (Bottom) tasks
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DISCUSSION

It is hypothesized that (1) there are correlations in the WM manipulation effect on behavioral
data (hit rate and RTs) between languages (Thai, English, Mixed). (2) There are correlations in
the WM manipulation effect on behavioral data (hit rate and reaction time) between the
language (Thai, English, Mixed) and visual domains. Supporting the first hypothesis, the results
show that the WM manipulation effects of hit rates and RTs correlate between each language
pairwise, suggesting that Thai-English bilingual adults use the same cognitive mechanism that
supports WM manipulation across languages, or within the linguistic domain.

The hit rates and RTs correlate among the language tasks with post-hoc t-tests confirming
pairwise comparisons (English-Thai, English-Mixed, Thai-Mixed) of means contributing to the
overall difference that is observed in the F-statistic among almost all the language tasks. The
regression analyses confirm linear relationship between each of the language pairwise
comparisons. The WM manipulation effect on hit in a language task correlates with that of the
other language tasks. When the subjects perform one language task in the manipulation better
than the maintenance conditions, they will do so in the other language tasks.

However, the results refute the second hypothesis as WM manipulation effects between the
language (Thai, English, Mixed) and visual domains do not correlate, suggesting that Thai-English
bilingual adults may not use the same cognitive mechanism that supports WM manipulation
across the linguistic and verbal domains. The hit rates and RTs do not correlate between the
language tasks and the visual task, implying that when the subjects perform one language task
in the manipulation better than the maintenance conditions, they will not perform so in the
visual task, and vice versa. Bayesian correlation analysis of hit rates and RTs also confirms this
lack of correlation across the language tasks and verbal task as it suggests substantial evidence
for the null hypothesis in the correlation of WM manipulation effects across the Mixed-Visual
tasks, and anecdotal evidence for the null hypothesis in the correlations of WM manipulation
effects across the Thai-Visual and English-Visual tasks (see Appendix B: Bayes Factor Interpretation).

There might be a trend toward correlation across the linguistic and visual domains, but from
our behavioral results, the cognitive transfer cannot be generalized across these domains.
These results are consistent with the literature showing that cognitive transfer between the
visual and verbal domains is possible by means of neuroplasticity, but there are many factors
influencing this far transfer that may limit it including the individual’s belief in the malleability
of the brain and the cognitive trainings the individuals have received (Dahlin et al., 2008; Kray
& Ferdinand, 2013).

WM manipulation effect on hit rates of the three language tasks as well as the visual task do
not correlate with English language proficiency level, implying English proficiency level does
not affect hit rates in the subjects with low (1-5) and high (6-10) proficiencies. The WM
manipulation effect on hit rates of the three language tasks as well as the visual task do not
correlate with age, implying that age does not affect hit accuracy in the younger (18-26) and
older (27-36) subjects. These results are consistent with other studies reporting that L2
proficiency and age do not affect WM manipulation in the subjects in this age range (Crone
et al., 2006; Emery et al., 2008).
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Results show that hit rates in the manipulation conditions are lower than the maintenance
conditions, reflecting the greater level of difficulty it takes to complete the manipulation tasks
as cognitive loads increase (Albouy et al., 2017; Itthipuripat et al., 2013; Sauseng et al., 2005).
All the subjects outperformed the chance levels of getting the entire letter sequence correct
for both maintenance and manipulation conditions, suggesting that they paid attention to
doing the tasks, not simply guessing the answers.

LIMITATIONS AND FUTURE DIRECTIONS

There are two main limits in this study. First, the English task may not resemble the real
cognitive demand that bilinguals face in everyday life since the English (L2) words used in this
study are one-syllabic and frequently-used words e.g., dog, cat, and bee. These words are
carefully selected for this study to control for the different L2 proficiency levels in the subjects.
The researchers would like to compare the WM manipulation effects within the verbal domain,
and between the visual and verbal domains. Thus, it is imperative that every subject understand
the meaning of all the L1 and L2 words used in the study so that the results obtained are not
due to the difficulty of words. The words that are specific to any particular field of study are
avoided. Also, the words in each language should match in length and number of syllables.

Since frequency of use is a vital factor influencing the speed at which bilinguals successfully
access and retrieve the meaning of words from their memory, future studies should incorporate
the more advanced and infrequently-used L2 words that are carefully controlled to match with
the Thai words in meaning, length, and syllable, e.g., e1-drug, fina-court, vie-pipe, to study the
effects of word difficulty and L2 proficiency on WM manipulation effects within the verbal
domain, and between the visual and verbal domains.

Second, the pool of subjects available in our Bangkok area is limited mostly to the Thai-English
sequential bilinguals who begin learning English as a second language after the age of three.
It is difficult to clearly observe patterns from the results and make implications from this pool
of subjects, but future studies can be extended to include Thai-English simultaneous bilinguals
and compare their WM manipulation effects in the behavioral data with those of the Thai
monolingual subjects. Also, neuroscientific technique such as EEG can be used to subserve the
behavioral results.

PEDAGOGICAL IMPLICATIONS

Nowadays, not all Thai adults are Thai-English bilinguals, but are being encouraged to be. To
encourage the learners to learn foreign vocabulary which will enhance their English proficiency,
the teachers can train the learners using the linguistic tasks that focus on manipulation of
contents in their working memory (WM). Also, the fact that the learners can be trained across
different languages suggests that this WM manipulation task can be used for the third language
or used in the first language, so the learners can transfer this strategy to learning new languages
as well.
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Our results show that the cognitive trainings are possible, but only within the linguistic domain.
The manipulation effect can be trained across different languages using linguistic tasks, but
the visual task may not produce the desired manipulation effect in the verbal tasks. Educators
and teachers should use linguistic manipulation tasks to teach students when they wish them
to get better at the same task in another language. In the Multi-component WM Model
(Baddeley, 2012; Baddeley & Hitch, 1974), the phonological loop in WM provides an active
storage for students to learn unfamiliar words (e.g., foreign words) and learn to associate these
words with their meanings, visual images, contexts, or words that they have already learned.
When capacity and efficiency of the phonological loop are greater, the vocabulary size (in the
long-term memory) is greater, the verbal fluency is better, and the speed of acquiring foreign
vocabulary is faster.

To train for an efficient phonological loop, teachers can design to use Thai only, English only,
or the combination of both as our results show that all of these three language conditions
significantly correlate with one another. However, they should keep in mind that the
manipulation is more difficult than the maintenance of language contents such as words and
phrases. English manipulation condition is more difficult than the Mixed manipulation condition,
and the Mixed manipulation condition is more difficult than the Thai manipulation condition
for native Thai adults. If teachers wish to design a cognitive training program for Thai adult
students with low English proficiency level, it is recommended that they start from the easy
conditions and gradually move to the more difficult ones in order to progress along the Zone
of Proximal Development.

For example, in the Mixed-manipulation, the students heard a sequence of words e.g.,
“un (bird), room, ship, at (bee)”. After a musical note, a new word “cat” appears. The students
manipulate the sequence in their WM into “room, ship, ot (bee), cat” before they responded by
sequentially choosing the pictures corresponding to the meaning of each word.

Williams (1999) suggests that limitation in short-term memory capacity might put a limit on
a person’s organization and use of linguistics knowledge. Training the students on the cognitive
tasks that combine the WM training with linguistic training such as introduction of new L2
words into the Mixed task in both maintenance and manipulation conditions can help students
enhance both the WM capacity and the words’ forms and meanings. Visual representations
such as pictures that signify the meaning of these new L2 words can be incorporated into the
training tasks. Students with low L2 proficiency tend to rely on the frontal control network to
process L2 contents, but with enough time and training, their L2 proficiency levels reaches
automaticity level, and they change from the reliance on the frontal control network to the
subcortical and posterior brain regions. This provides bilingual benefits as it frees the frontal
control network to do other cognitively demanding tasks and reserves cognition because the
frontal area of the brain tends to deteriorate faster than the posterior areas in old age (Bice
et al., 2020).

Ideally, it is advised that students learn their L2 by both living or immersing themselves in an

environment where that L2 language is used frequently on a daily basis, and learning their L2
through explicit instructions in a classroom at the same time. This combination would target

1305



Aé"“‘ rEFLections
Vol 31, No 3, September - December 2024

both the implicit and explicit memories of the students, leading them to automaticity in L2
faster and in a more natural manner. Unfortunately, many Thai students have difficulty finding
such a natural environment where English is used on a daily basis. Thus, explicit learning in
classroom and linguistic cognitive trainings can be alternatives that put them onto a path to
L2 automaticity as well.

CONCLUSION

This study answers the main question of whether human cognitive control can be generalized
across linguistic and non-linguistic domains. Though there has been much debate on the subject,
our behavioral results indicate that WM manipulation effects correlate significantly within the
linguistic domains i.e., English and Thai, English and Mixed, Thai and Mixed, but not between
the linguistic domain and the visual domain. English (L2) proficiency level and age do not
contribute significantly to the WM manipulation effects observed in each verbal and visual
task. Important implications for cognitive trainings are presented in favor of the training
programs targeting the linguistic WM tasks using different languages and task conditions.
Future works should focus on incorporating advanced words that more resemble the real-world
language use and include the Thai-English simultaneous bilinguals into the experiment.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

This work was supported by National Research Council of Thailand (NRCT), fiscal year 2021;
Thailand Science Research and Innovation (TSRI), fiscal year 2022 under project number
FRB650048/0164; fiscal year 2021 under project number FRB640008; fiscal year 2020 under
project number 62W1501; Asahi Glass Foundation (AGF); Research and Innovation for
Sustainability Center, Magnolia Quality Development Corporation Limited, Thailand; KMUTT
Partnering initiative grant, fiscal year 2021; The startup fund for junior researchers at King
Mongkut’s University of Technology Thonburi; KMUTT’s Frontier Research Unit Grant for
Neuroscience Center for Research and Innovation; HHS | NIH | National Eye Institute (NEI),
RO1 EY025872. The authors declare no competing financial interests.

THE AUTHORS

Patdanai Puvacharoonkul is a graduate with a Master of Arts in Applied Linguistics (ELT) from King Mongkut's
University of Technology Thonburi, Thailand, and a Master of Science in Project Management for Environmental
and Energy Engineering from Ecole des Mines de Nantes, France. He works as a Cloud Governance and Technical
Writer at SCBX. His research interests include bilingualism, cognitive linguistics, and language acquisition.

p.puvacharoonkul@gmail.com

1306



/) rEFLections
L Vol 31, No 3, September - December 2024

Pornapit Darasawang, PhD, is an associate professor at the School of Liberal Arts, King Mongkut’s University of
Technology Thonburi, Thailand. She obtained her Ph.D. in TESOL from the University of Edinburgh, UK. Her main
interests are in learner autonomy, language learning and teaching, self-access learning, and language teacher
education, and she has published widely in those areas.

pornapit.dar@kmutt.ac.th

Tanagrit Phangwiwat is a Master’s degree student in the Computer Engineering Programme at King Mongkut's
University of Technology Thonburi, Thailand. He also works as a research assistant at the Neuroscience Center for
Research and Innovation Laboratory. His research areas include cognitive science and data science.

tanagrit.phang@gmail.com

Praewpiraya Wiwatphonthana is a graduate with a Bachelor's degree in Computer Engineering from King
Mongkut's University of Technology Thonburi, Thailand, and has a background in neuroscience research, particularly
neuroimaging and cognitive science. She is currently pursuing a Double Master's degree in Security and Cloud
Computing (SECCLO). Her research focuses on cloud technology, big data security, and neuroimaging.

praewpiwwpt@gmail.com

Sirawaj Itthipuripat, PhD, is an assistant professor in Neuroscience and the director of the Neuroscience Center
for Research and Innovation at King Mongkut’s University of Technology Thonburi, Thailand. His research explores
brain function changes across the human lifespan in healthy and clinical populations. He was recognized by Forbes
Asia as one of Asia’s top early career neuroscientists.

itthipuripat.sirawaj@gmail.com

REFERENCES

Acheson, D. J., & MacDonald, M. C. (2009). Verbal working memory and language production: Common approaches
to the serial ordering of verbal information. Psychological Bulletin, 135(1), 50-68. https://doi.org/10.1037/
a0014411

Albouy, P., Weiss, A., Baillet, S., & Zatorre, R. J. (2017). Selective entrainment of theta oscillations in the dorsal
stream causally enhances auditory working memory performance. Neuron, 94(1), 193-206. https://doi.
org/10.1016/j.neuron.2017.03.015

Alladi, S., Bak, T. H., Duggirala, V., Surampudi, B., Shailaja, M., Shukla, A. K., Ray, J., & Kaul, S. (2013). Bilingualism
delays age at onset of dementia, independent of education and immigration status. Neurology, 81(22),
1938-1944. https://doi.org/10.1212/01.wnl.0000436620.33155.a4

Altarriba, J. (2006). Cognitive approaches to the study of Emotion-laden and emotion words in monolingual and
bilingual memory. In A. Pavlenko (Ed.), Bilingual minds: Emotional experience, expression, and representation
(pp. 232-256). Multilingual Matters. https://doi.org/10.21832/9781853598746-011

Altarriba, J., & Heredia, R. R. (2018). An introduction to bilingualism: Principles and processes (2nd ed.). Routledge.

Anderson, J. A., Mak, L., Keyvani Chahi, A., & Bialystok, E. (2018). The language and social background questionnaire:
Assessing degree of bilingualism in a diverse population. Behavior Research Methods, 50, 250-263.
https://doi.org/10.3758/s13428-017-0867-9

Anguera, J. A., Boccanfuso, J., Rintoul, J. L., Al-Hashimi, O., Faraji, F., Janowich, J., Kong, E., Larraburo, Y., Rolle, C.,
Johnston, E., & Gazzaley, A. (2013). Video game training enhances cognitive control in older adults. Nature,
501(7465), 97-101. https://doi.org/10.1038/nature12486

1307



ﬁ rEFLections
Vol 31, No 3, September - December 2024

Atkins, P. W., & Baddeley, A. D. (1998). Working memory and distributed vocabulary learning. Applied
Psycholinguistics, 19(4), 537-552. http://doi.org/10.1017/5S0142716400010353

Avons, S. E., Wragg, C. A., Cupples, W. L., & Lovegrove, W. J. (1998). Measures of phonological short-term memory
and their relationship to vocabulary development. Applied Psycholinguistics, 19(4), 583—601. http://doi.
org/10.1017/50142716400010377

Baars, B., & Gage, N. M. (2013). Fundamentals of cognitive neuroscience: A beginner's guide. Academic Press.

Baddeley, A. (2000). The episodic buffer: A new component of working memory? Trends in Cognitive Sciences, 4(11),
417-423. https://doi.org/10.1016/5S1364-6613(00)01538-2

Baddeley, A. (2012). Working memory: Theories, models, and controversies. Annual Review of Psychology, 63, 1-29.
https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-psych-120710-100422

Baddeley, A., Gathercole, S., & Papagno, C. (1998). The phonological loop as a language learning device.
Psychological Review, 105(1), 158-173. https://doi.org/10.1037/0033-295X.105.1.158

Baddeley, A., & Hitch, G. (1974). Working memory. The Psychology of Learning and Motivation, 8, 47-90. https://
doi.org/10.1016/5S0079-7421(08)60452-1

Badre, D., & Wagner, A. D. (2007). Left ventrolateral prefrontal cortex and the cognitive control of memory.
Neuropsychologia, 45(13), 2883—-2901. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.neuropsychologia.2007.06.015

Bangkok Post. (2021, 22 November). English gets raw deal. https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/
2219235/english-gets-raw-deal

Barker, R. M., & Bialystok, E. (2019). Processing differences between monolingual and bilingual young adults on an
emotion n-back task. Brain and Cognition, 134, 29-43. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.bandc.2019.05.004

Bedore, L. M., Pefia, E. D., Griffin, Z. M., & Hixon, J. G. (2016). Effects of age of English exposure, current input/
output, and grade on bilingual language performance. Journal of Child Language, 43(3), 687-706.
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0305000915000811

Bialystok, E., Craik, F. I., & Freedman, M. (2007). Bilingualism as a protection against the onset of symptoms of
dementia. Neuropsychologia, 45(2), 459—464. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.neuropsychologia.2006.10.009

Bialystok, E., & Feng, X. (2009). Language proficiency and executive control in proactive interference: Evidence from
monolingual and bilingual children and adults. Brain and Language, 109(2-3), 93—100. https://doi.org/
10.1016/j.bandl.2008.09.001

Bialystok, E., & Viswanathan, M. (2009). Components of executive control with advantages for bilingual children
in two cultures. Cognition, 112(3), 494-500. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cognition.2009.06.014

Blom, E., Klintay, A. C., Messer, M., Verhagen, J., & Leseman, P. (2014). The benefits of being bilingual: Working
memory in bilingual Turkish—Dutch children. Journal of Experimental Child Psychology, 128, 105-119.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jecp.2014.06.007

Bice, K., Yamasaki, B. L., & Prat, C. S. (2020). Bilingual language experience shapes resting-state brain rhythms.
Neurobiology of Language, 1(3), 288—318. https://doi.org/10.1162/nol_a_00014

Bonifacci, P., Giombini, L., Bellocchi, S., & Contento, S. (2011). Speed of processing, anticipation, inhibition and
working memory in bilinguals. Developmental Science, 14(2), 256—269. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-
7687.2010.00974.x

Bouton, M. E., & Moody, E. W. (2004). Memory processes in classical conditioning. Neuroscience & Biobehavioral
Reviews, 28(7), 663—674. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.neubiorev.2004.09.001

Braver, T. S., Paxton, J. L., Locke, H. S., & Barch, D. M. (2009). Flexible neural mechanisms of cognitive control within
human prefrontal cortex. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, 106(18), 7351-7356. https://
doi.org/10.1073/pnas.0808187106

Brown, G. D., & Hulme, C. (2013). Nonword repetition, STM, and word age-of-acquisition: A computational model.
In G. Brown & C. Hulme (Eds.), Models of short-term memory (pp. 129-148). Psychology Press.

1308



/) rEFLections
L Vol 31, No 3, September - December 2024

Brysbaert, M., & Duyck, W. (2010). Is it time to leave behind the revised Hierarchical Model of bilingual language
processing after fifteen years of service? Bilingualism: Language and Cognition, 13(3), 359-371. https://
doi.org/10.1017/51366728909990344

Calkins, A. W., McMorran, K. E., Siegle, G. J., & Otto, M. W. (2015). The effects of computerized cognitive control
training on community adults with depressed mood. Behavioural and Cognitive Psychotherapy, 43(5),
578-589. https://doi.org/10.1017/51352465814000046

Carpenter, E., Rao, L., Pefialoza, C., & Kiran, S. (2020). Verbal fluency as a measure of lexical access and cognitive
control in bilingual persons with aphasia. Aphasiology, 34(11), 1341-1362. https://doi.org/10.1080/026
87038.2020.1759774

Castilla, A. P, Restrepo, M. A., & Perez-Leroux, A. T. (2009). Individual differences and language interdependence:
A study of sequential bilingual development in Spanish—English preschool children. International Journal
of Bilingual Education and Bilingualism, 12(5), 565-580. https://doi.org/10.1080/13670050802357795

Cattell, R. B. (1963). Theory of fluid and crystallized intelligence: A critical experiment. Journal of Educational
Psychology, 54(1), 1-22. https://doi.org/10.1037/h0046743

Cattell, R. B. (1971). Abilities: Their structure, growth, and action. Houghton Mifflin.

Cattell, R. B. (1987). Intelligence: Its structure, growth and action. Elsevier.

Chein, J. M., Moore, A. B., & Conway, A. R. (2011). Domain-general mechanisms of complex working memory span.
Neurolmage, 54(1), 550-559. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.neuroimage.2010.07.067

Chenaksara, P. (2005). Needs analysis for English communication skills of Thai Airways international cabin crew.
Kasetsart University.

Cheung, H. (1996). Nonword span as a unique predictor of second-language vocabulary language. Developmental
Psychology, 32(5), 867—-873. https://doi.org/10.1037/0012-1649.32.5.867

Cools, R., & D'Esposito, M. (2011). Inverted-U-shaped dopamine actions on human working memory and cognitive
control. Biological Psychiatry, 69(12), Article e113-e125. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.biopsych.2011.03.028

Cockcroft, K., Wigdorowitz, M., & Liversage, L. (2019). A multilingual advantage in the components of working
memory. Bilingualism: Language and Cognition, 22(1), 15-29. https://doi.org/10.1017/51366728917000475

Crone, E. A., Wendelken, C., Donohue, S., van Leijenhorst, L., & Bunge, S. A. (2006). Neurocognitive development
of the ability to manipulate information in working memory. Proceedings of the National Academy of
Sciences, 103(24), 9315-9320. https://doi.org /10.1073/pnas.0510088103

D'Acierno, M. R. (1990, March). Three types of bilingualism. ERIC. https://eric.ed.gov/?id=ED321574

Dahlin, E., Neely, A. S., Larsson, A., Backman, L., & Nyberg, L. (2008). Transfer of learning after updating training
mediated by the striatum. Science, 320(5882), 1510-1512. https://doi.org /10.1126/science.1155466

Daneman, M., & Merikle, P. M. (1996). Working memory and language comprehension: A meta-analysis.
Psychonomic Bulletin & Review, 3(4), 422—433. https://doi.org/10.3758/BF03214546

Darasawang, P. (2007). English language teaching and education in Thailand: A decade of change. Cambridge
Scholars Publishing.

Deluca, V., Rothman, J., Bialystok, E., & Pliatsikas, C. (2019). Redefining bilingualism as a spectrum of experiences
that differentially affects brain structure and function. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences,
116(15), 7565-7574. https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1811513116

D'Esposito, M., & Postle, B. R. (2015). The cognitive neuroscience of working memory. Annual Review of Psychology,
66, 115-142. https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-psych-010814-015031

Diamond, A. (2013). Executive functions. Annual Review of Psychology, 64, 135-168. https://doi.org/10.1146/
annurev-psych-113011-143750

Dijkstra, T., & Van Heuven, W. J. (2002). The architecture of the bilingual word recognition system: From
identification to decision. Bilingualism: Language and Cognition, 5(3), 175-197. https://doi.org/10.
1017/51366728902003012

1309



ﬁ rEFLections
Vol 31, No 3, September - December 2024

Diller, K. C. (1970). “Compound” and “coordinate” bilingualism: A conceptual artifact. Word, 26(2), 254-261. https://
doi.org/10.1080/00437956.1970.11435596

Dronkers, N., & Baldo, J. (2009). Encyclopedia of neuroscience. Elsevier.

Education First. (2023, November 15). EF English Proficiency Index. https://www.ef.co.th/epi/ regions/asia/thailand/

Eichenbaum, H. (2004). Hippocampus: Cognitive processes and neural representations that underlie declarative
memory. Neuron, 44(1), 109-120. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.neuron.2004.08.028

Ekman, U., Eriksson, J., Forsgren, L., Mo, S. J., Riklund, K., & Nyberg, L. (2012). Functional brain activity and
presynaptic dopamine uptake in patients with Parkinson's disease and mild cognitive impairment: A
cross-sectional study. The Lancet Neurology, 11(8), 679-687. https://doi.org/10.1016/51474-4422(12)70138-2

Ellis, N. C. (1996). Sequencing in SLA: Phonological memory, chunking, and points of order. Studies in Second
Language Acquisition, 18(1), 91-126. https://doi.org/10.1017/50272263100014698

Emery, L., Heaven, T.J., Paxton, J. L., & Braver, T. S. (2008). Age-related changes in neural activity during performance
matched working memory manipulation. Neuroimage, 42(4), 1577-1586. https://doi.org/10.1016/].
neuroimage.2008.06.021

Engel de Abreu, P. M. (2011). Working memory in multilingual children: Is there a bilingual effect? Memory, 19(5),
529-537. https://doi.org/10.1080/09658211.2011.590504

French, R. M., & Jacquet, M. (2004). Understanding bilingual memory: Models and data. Trends in Cognitive
Sciences, 8(2), 87-93. https://doi.org/10.1016/].tics.2003.12.011

Friesen, D. C., Luo, L., Luk, G., & Bialystok, E. (2015). Proficiency and control in verbal fluency performance across
the lifespan for monolinguals and bilinguals. Language, Cognition and Neuroscience, 30(3), 238-250.
https://doi.org/10.1080/23273798.2014.918630

Gathercole, S. E. (2006). Nonword repetition and word learning: The nature of the relationship. Applied
Psycholinguistics, 27(4), 513-543. https://doi.org/10.1017/50142716406060383

Gathercole, S. E., & Baddeley, A. D. (1989). Evaluation of the role of phonological STM in the development of
vocabulary in children: A longitudinal study. Journal of Memory and Language, 28(2), 200-213.
https://doi.org/10.1016/0749-596X(89)90044-2

Gathercole, S. E., & Masoura, E. V. (2005). Contrasting contributions of phonological short-term memory and
long-term knowledge to vocabulary learning in a foreign language. Memory, 13(3-4), 422-429. https://
doi.org/10.1080/09658210344000323

Grosjean, F., & Li, P. (2013). The psycholinguistics of bilingualism. John Wiley & Sons.

Grundy, J. G., & Timmer, K. (2017). Bilingualism and working memory capacity: A comprehensive meta-analysis.
Second Language Research, 33(3), 325-340. https://doi.org/10.1177/0267658316678286

Gupta, P. (2003). Examining the relationship between word learning, nonword repetition, and immediate serial
recall in adults. The Quarterly Journal of Experimental Psychology Section A, 56(7), 1213-1236. https://
doi.org/10.1080/02724980343000071

Haier, R. J. (2017). The neuroscience of intelligence. Cambridge University Press.

Hayakawa, S., Tannenbaum, D., Costa, A., Corey, J. D., & Keysar, B. (2017). Thinking more or feeling less? Explaining
the foreign-language effect on moral judgment. Psychological science, 28(10), 1387—1397. https://doi.
org/10.1177/095679761772094

Hayes, D. (2016). The value of learning English in Thailand and its impact on Thai: Perspectives from university
students. Asia Pacific Journal of Education, 36(1), 73-91. https://doi.org/10.1080/02188791.2014.924390

Hernandez, A. E., Bodet Ill, J. P.,, Gehm, K., & Shen, S. (2021). What does a critical period for second language
acquisition mean?: Reflections on Hartshorne et al.(2018). Cognition, 206, Article 104478. https://doi.
org/10.1016/j.cognition.2020.104478

1310



/) rEFLections
L Vol 31, No 3, September - December 2024

Itthipuripat, S., Wessel, J. R., & Aron, A. R. (2013). Frontal theta is a signature of successful working memory
manipulation. Experimental Brain Research, 224, 255-262. https://doi.org/10.1007/s00221-012-3305-3
Jarunthawatchai, W., & Baker, W., (2024). English language education and educational policy in Thailand. In A.
Moody (Ed.), The Oxford handbook of Southeast Asian Englishes (pp. 557-574). Oxford University Press.

Javor, R., & Javor, R. (2016). Bilingualism, theory of mind and perspective-taking: The effect of early bilingual
exposure. Psychology and Behavioral Sciences, 5(6), 143—148. https://doi.org /10.11648/].pbs.20160506.13

Jeffreys, H. (1961). Theory of probability. Oxford University Press.

Jensen, 0., & Tesche, C. D. (2002). Frontal theta activity in humans increases with memory load in a working
memory task. European Journal of Neuroscience, 15(8), 1395-1399. https://doi.org/10.1046/j.1460-
9568.2002.01975.x

Jumonville, A. (2012). Encyclopedia of the sciences of learning. Reference Reviews, 26(8), 23—24. https://doi.org/
10.1108/09504121211278133

Jusczyk, P. W. (1993). From general to language-specific capacities: The WRAPSA model of how speech perception
develops. Journal of Phonetics, 21(1-2), 3-28. https://doi.org/10.1016/5S0095-4470(19)31319-1

Kandel, E. R. (2007). In search of memory: The emergence of a new science of mind. WW Norton & Company.

Kaur, A., Young, D., & Kirkpatrick, R. (2016). English education policy in Thailand: Why the poor results? In R.
Kirkpatrick (Ed.), English language education policy in Asia (pp. 345—-361). Springer. https://doi.org/
10.1007/978-3-319-22464-0_16

Kaushanskaya, M., & Prior, A. (2015). Variability in the effects of bilingualism on cognition: It is not just about
cognition, it is also about bilingualism. Bilingualism: Language and Cognition, 18(1), 27-28. https://doi.
org/10.1017/51366728914000510

Klein, D., Mok, K., Chen, J. K., & Watkins, K. E. (2014). Age of language learning shapes brain structure: A cortical
thickness study of bilingual and monolingual individuals. Brain and Language, 131, 20-24. https://doi.
org/10.1016/j.bandl.2013.05.014

Krause, B., & Kadosh, R. C. (2013). Can transcranial electrical stimulation improve learning difficulties in atypical
brain development? A future possibility for cognitive training. Developmental Cognitive Neuroscience, 6,
176-194. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.dcn.2013.04.001

Kray, J., & Ferdinand, N. K. (2013). How to improve cognitive control in development during childhood: Potentials
and limits of cognitive interventions. Child Development Perspectives, 7(2), 121-125. https://doi.org/
10.1111/cdep.12027

Kroll, J. F., Van Hell, J. G., Tokowicz, N., & Green, D. W. (2010). The Revised Hierarchical Model: A critical review and
assessment. Bilingualism: Language and Cognition, 13(3), 373—381. https://doi.org/10.1017/513667289
1000009X

Laufer, B. (1990). Why are some words more difficult than others?—Some intralexical factors that affect the
learning of words. IRAL: International Review of Applied Linguistics in Language Teaching, 28(4), 293—-308.
https://doi.org/10.1515/iral.1990.28.4.293

Lehto, J. E., Juujarvi, P., Kooistra, L., & Pulkkinen, L. (2003). Dimensions of executive functioning: Evidence from
children. British Journal of Developmental Psychology, 21(1), 59-80. https://doi.org/10.1348/02615100
3321164627

Li, P., Sepanski, S., & Zhao, X. (2006). Language history questionnaire: A web-based interface for bilingual research.
Behavior Research Methods, 38(2), 202-210. https://doi.org/10.3758/BF03192770

Luankanokrat, S. (2011, March). Needs analysis for English communication skills of employees at HSBC in Thailand.
Thammasat University. https://cdn.cocodoc.com/cocodoc-form-pdf/pdf/69080416--Needs-analysis-for-
English-communication-skills-of-employees-at-HSBC-in-Thailand-Language-Institute-English-for-Careers-
Research-paper-digi-library-tu-ac-.pdf

1311



ﬁ rEFLections
Vol 31, No 3, September - December 2024

Luk, G., & Bialystok, E. (2013). Bilingualism is not a categorical variable: Interaction between language proficiency
and usage. Journal of cognitive Psychology, 25(5), 605—621. https://doi.org/ 10.1080/20445911.2013.795574

Luo, L., Luk, G., & Bialystok, E. (2010). Effect of language proficiency and executive control on verbal fluency
performance in bilinguals. Cognition, 114(1), 29-41. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cognition.2009.08.014

Majerus, S., Poncelet, M., Greffe, C., & Van der Linden, M. (2006). Relations between vocabulary development and
verbal short-term memory: The relative importance of short-term memory for serial order and item
information. Journal of Experimental Child Psychology, 93(2), 95-119. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jecp.
2005.07.005

Mala, D. (2018). Thai English proficiency drops. Bangkok Post. https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/
1570042 /thai-english-proficiency-drops

Mayr, S., & Buchner, A. (2007). Negative priming as a memory phenomenon. Zeitschrift fiir Psychologie/Journal of
Psychology, 215(1), 35-51. https://doi.org/10.1027/0044-3409.215.1.35

Metsala, J. L. (1997). An examination of word frequency and neighborhood density in the development of
spoken-word recognition. Memory & Cognition, 25(1), 47-56. https://doi.org/10.3758/BF03197284

Metsala, J. L., & Walley, A. C. (2013). Spoken vocabulary growth and the segmental restructuring of lexical
representations: Precursors to phonemic awareness and early reading ability. In J. Metsala & A. Walley
(Eds.), Word recognition in beginning literacy (pp. 89—120). Routledge.

Miller, E. K., & Cohen, J. D. (2001). An integrative theory of prefrontal cortex function. Annual Review of neuroscience,
24(1), 167-202. https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev.neuro.24.1.167

Miyake, A., Friedman, N. P., Emerson, M. J., Witzki, A. H., Howerter, A., & Wager, T. D. (2000). The unity and diversity
of executive functions and their contributions to complex “frontal lobe” tasks: A latent variable analysis.
Cognitive Psychology, 41(1), 49-100. https://doi.org/10.1006/cogp.1999.0734

Ministry of Education. (2019, November 13). Bilingual school curriculum must overcome hurdles. The Nation.
https://www.nationthailand.com/in-focus/30378314

Moradi, H. (2014). An investigation through different types of bilinguals and bilingualism. International Journal of
Humanities & Social Science Studies, 1(2), 147-154. https://citeseerx.ist. psu.edu/document?repid=rep1&
type=pdf&doi=7faaf99e4910126e67f7cdc28bc1124b5f682ac7#page=150

Morales, J., Calvo, A., & Bialystok, E. (2013). Working memory development in monolingual and bilingual children.
Journal of Experimental Child Psychology, 114(2), 187-202. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jecp.2012.09.002

Morgan-Short, K., Faretta-Stutenberg, M., Brill-Schuetz, K. A., Carpenter, H., & Wong, P. C. (2014). Declarative and
procedural memory as individual differences in second language acquisition. Bilingualism: Language and
Cognition, 17(1), 56—72. https://doi.org/10.1017/5S1366728912000715

Morton, J. B., Ezekiel, F., & Wilk, H. A. (2011). Cognitive control: Easy to identify but hard to define. Topics in
Cognitive Science, 3(2), 212—-216. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1756-8765.2011.01139.x

Namazi, M., & Thordardottir, E. (2010). A working memory, not bilingual advantage, in controlled attention.
International Journal of Bilingual Education and Bilingualism, 13(5), 597—616. https://doi.org/10.1080/
13670050.2010.488288

Papagno, C., Valentine, T., & Baddeley, A. (1991). Phonological short-term memory and foreign-language vocabulary
learning. Journal of Memory and Language, 30(3), 331-347. https://doi.org/10.1016/0749-596X(91)90040-Q

Punthumasen, P. (2007, December). International program for teacher education: An approach to tackling problems
of English education in Thailand. In The 11th UNESCO-APEID international conference reinventing higher
education: Toward participatory and sustainable development (pp. 12—14). https://backoffice.onec.go.th/
uploaded/Category/EngBook/ProblemEngEd13dec07-03-03-2011.pdf

Ratiu, I., & Azuma, T. (2015). Working memory capacity: Is there a bilingual advantage? Journal of Cognitive
Psychology, 27(1), 1-11. https://doi.org/10.1080/20445911.2014.976226

1312



/) rEFLections
L Vol 31, No 3, September - December 2024

Sasisekaran, J., Smith, A., Sadagopan, N., & Weber-Fox, C. (2010). Nonword repetition in children and adults: Effects
on movement coordination. Developmental Science, 13(3), 521-532. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-
7687.2009.00911.x

Sauseng, P., Klimesch, W., Schabus, M., & Doppelmayr, M. (2005). Fronto-parietal EEG coherence in theta and
upper alpha reflect central executive functions of working memory. International Journal of
Psychophysiology, 57(2), 97-103. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijpsycho.2005.03.018

Schacter, D. L. (1987). Implicit memory: History and current status. Journal of Experimental Psychology: Learning,
Memory, and Cognition, 13(3), 501-518. https://doi.org/10.1037/0278-7393.13.3.501

Schmiedek, F., Lovdén, M., & Lindenberger, U. (2010). Hundred days of cognitive training enhance broad cognitive
abilities in adulthood: Findings from the COGITO study. Frontiers in Aging Neuroscience, 2, Article 27.
https://doi.org/10.3389/fnagi.2010.00027

Service, E. (1992). Phonology, working memory, and foreign-language learning. The Quarterly Journal of
Experimental Psychology Section A, 45(1), 21-50. https://doi.org/10.1080/14640749208401314

Singh, L. (2018). Bilingual infants demonstrate advantages in learning words in a third language. Child development,
89(4), Article e397-e413. https://doi.org/10.1111/cdev.12852

Snodin, N., Savski, K., & Sameephet, B. (2024). English in Thailand. In A. Moody (Ed.), The Oxford handbook of
Southeast Asian Englishes (pp. 311-326). Oxford University Press.

Somerville, L. H., & Casey, B. J. (2010). Developmental neurobiology of cognitive control and motivational systems.
Current Opinion in Neurobiology, 20(2), 236-241. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.conb.2010.01.006

Squire, L. R., Stark, C. E., & Clark, R. E. (2004). The medial temporal lobe. Annual Review of Neuroscience, 27,
279-306. https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev.neuro.27.070203.144130

Strobach, T., Karbach, J., & Strobach. (2016). Cognitive training. Springer.

Suthiwartnarueput, S., (2021, April 23). Sethaput Suthiwartnarueput: The Thai economy - the current state and the
way forward. Bank for International Settlements. https://www.bis.org/review/r210423c.htm

Swanson, H. L. (2003). Age-related differences in learning disabled and skilled readers’ working memory. Journal
of Experimental Child Psychology, 85(1), 1-31. https://doi.org/10.1016/50022-0965(03)00043-2

Thitiratsakul, T. (2024, 15 March). Education woes aren’t about funding. Thailand Development Research Institute.
https://tdri.or.th/en/2024/03/education-woes-arent-about-funding/

Trakulphadetkrai, N. V. (2011). Thailand: Educational equality and quality. In C. Brock & L. Pe Symaco (Eds.),
Education in South-East Asia (pp. 197—219). Symposium Books.

Tulving, E., & Schacter, D. L. (1990). Priming and human memory systems. Science, 247(4940), 301-306. https://
doi.org/10.1126/science.2296719

Ullman, M. T. (2001). A neurocognitive perspective on language: The declarative/procedural model. Nature
Reviews Neuroscience, 2(10), 717-726. https://doi.org/10.1038/35094573

Ullman, M. T. (2004). Contributions of memory circuits to language: The declarative/procedural model. Cognition,
92(1-2), 231-270. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cognition.2003.10.008

Van der Linden, L., Van de Putte, E., Woumans, E., Duyck, W., & Szmalec, A. (2018). Does extreme language control
training improve cognitive control? A comparison of professional interpreters, L2 teachers and monolinguals.
Frontiers in Psychology, 9, Article 411607. https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2018.01998

Vanhove, J. (2013). The critical period hypothesis in second language acquisition: A statistical critique and a reanalysis.
PloS One, 8(7), Article €69172. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0069172

Van Merrienboer, J. J., & Sweller, J. (2005). Cognitive load theory and complex learning: Recent developments and
future directions. Educational Psychology Review, 17, 147-177. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10648-005-
3951-0

1313



ﬁ rEFLections
Vol 31, No 3, September - December 2024

Weingarten, E., Chen, Q., McAdams, M., Yi, J., Hepler, J., & Albarracin, D. (2016). From primed concepts to action:
A meta-analysis of the behavioral effects of incidentally presented words. Psychological Bulletin, 142(5),
472-497. https://doi.org/10.1037/bul0000030

Williams, J. N. (1999). Memory, attention, and inductive learning. Studies in Second Language Acquisition, 21(1),
1-48. https://doi.org/10.1017/50272263199001011

Wiriyachitra, A. (2002). English language teaching and learning in Thailand in this decade. Thai TESOL Focus, 15(1),
4-9. https://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/document?repid=rep1&type=pdf&doi=a0 dc5b8cd3e5cf69324df00adce
0b1d3bc8965db

Zanto, T. P., & Gazzaley, A. (2013). Fronto-parietal network: Flexible hub of cognitive control. Trends in Cognitive
Sciences, 17(12), 602—603. https://doi.org/10.1016/].tics.2013.10.001

1314



/) rEFLections
L Vol 31, No 3, September - December 2024

Appendix A

wuuUssifiuuszdanienien (lne-aenge)

doyannsio
Yo-uwana: Bl
LUBSINSAWY: JuNviuuUseidiu;

[l

samoumawselldnunnuduass neldniemne O wiadumneuludasing

0. 018 @)

o. b g g

. 81T

& sEAUNIAnwIZean:

& sgeznaimeliTinegluinsUsemaildnmdsngumiunivman (unsvhou wasnslizinuszdriv)

¥ WAau

5. WWunawWudntlueasiagaiviuldiinlussszma

¥ WAau

a. mwilafivinuSeusiluniwiusn mavhudvlanlaeEeuinwunndd 1 avmdeuiu Winszy)

0 8angw 0 vy

<. MuBFuEsunIwdengeileagwiile ()

SuSgunvu Sussunlsasey

& MnusuSsunnedisogitla @)

SuSgunvu SuSsunlsasey

oo. ulinwiveuaznundinguedsazdszanaiesidudsetu (saunnianssuvesiv)

nelng % AIBINGY %

@6. NUINAzynAanssuseludlunwle

UIN/AU/gay/Msiavatinaans Onmwdingy O anwlneg
Hu O awissnge [ awwilne
uanImUlNIsUITRAIINSN Omwdingy 0 anwlneg

1315



Aé"“‘ rEFLections
Vol 31, No 3, September - December 2024

eb. LlIE]L‘Ui‘t’J‘ULWBUﬂ?WNﬁWN’]iﬂIUﬂ’ﬁI"Uﬂ'IU’WENﬂ’E]USUBQ‘WWNﬂUL‘\]’l“U’eNﬂTl’:}’] muummmmsamu 9 e]mmuiu
mememm‘lm (@ ﬂaimuﬂamawmiﬂmumaa e @o ﬂammmmmmmuuaﬂm&mmwmmam’]m)

e
Y
wla
U
a
e
em. Welliguiisuanuannsalunsiinesdsngeuesviuiudiresnw vinudauausanu aee) wandilu
mwdangennile (o Aeliifanuanunsamuiliae ey oo Aelinnuansafulaaisuminidvesny)
e
wla
87U
ey

oc. Muldaruineunnvilalusdazianssusalull

ee

Wld  des vwnans wn viavue
A U U U U U
s 0 0 0 0 0
214 0 0 0 0 0
Wey 0 0 0 O O

oc. Nuliarwasngusnnwintalulsazianssudalul

g ey Ynuwnens wn vanue

A 0 0 0 0 0
la 0 g g g g
81U U U U 0 0

Weu [ 0 0 0 0

ob. Wovuaumniugdu vinuaenaudwseUstleaseninaineuaznwsinguluunaunuiasuiemiely
Owe  Olsiiee

e MunauAmzeUslenszninin e inelarnwsinguluuvaunuiasuiiiesnsnaln

Odewpss Huwess  Ouewass  Onnass

YOUANAINTUANNTINID

1316



/) rEFLections
L Vol 31, No 3, September - December 2024

Language and social background questionnaire (English-Thai)

Contact Information:
Name: Email:

Telephone: Today’s Date:

Please answer the following questions to the best of your knowledge by putting a@in the boxes or write
answers in the space provided below.

1. Age (in years): 2.Sex: Ll Male LI Female

3. Occupation:

4. Highest level of education:

5. Specify the duration of your stay in the country that uses English as the main language (at work and
in daily life)

year(s)______ month(s)
6. Specify the number of years (and months) that has passes since your last stay abroad?
year(s) month(s)

7.Specify the language you learn first in your life (If you grew up with more than one language
simultaneously, please specify)

I English U Thai

8. Please specify the age at which you started to learn the English language in the following situations
(in years)

At home At school

9.Please specify the age at which you started to learn the Thai language in the following situations
(in years)

At home At school
10. Estimate the percentage you use English and Thai languages per day (in all daily activities):
English % Thai %

11. In which languages do you usually:

Add, multiply, and do simple arithmetic? ] English [ Thai
Dream? L] English U Thai
Express anger or affection? L] English Ll Thai
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12. Relative to a highly proficient speaker’s performance, rate your proficiency level on a scale of 0-10
for the following activities conducted in English (1 means no proficiency at all and 10 means
native-like proficiency).

Speaking
Understanding
Reading
Writing

13. Relative to a highly proficient speaker’s performance, rate your proficiency level on a scale of 0-10
for the following activities conducted in Thai (1 means no proficiency at all and 10 means native-like
proficiency).

Speaking
Understanding
Reading
Writing

14. Of the time you spend engaging in each of the following activities, how much time is carried out in
Thai?

None Little Some Most All
Speaking 0 0 0 0 0
Listening U U U U U
Reading U U U U U
Writing U U U U U

15. Of the time you spend engaged in each of the following activities, how much time is carried out in
English?

None Little Some Most All
Speaking U U U U U
Listening U U U U U
Reading U U U U U
Writing H H H U U

16. When you are speaking, do you ever mix words or sentences between English and Thai?
[Yes [INo
If yes, how often do you ever mix words or sentences between English and Thai?

L] Rarely L] Sometimes U Frequently U] Always

THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION
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Appendix B

Bayes factor interpretation

Interpretation of Bayes factors (BF;p) as evidence for null hypothesis (HO) and alternative
hypothesis (H1). BF;p indicates the Bayes factor in favor of H1 over HO, whereas BF,; indicates
the Bayes factor in favor of HO over H1 (Adapted from Jeffreys, 1961; Van der Linden et al.,

2018).

In the present study, the null hypothesis refers to not having significant correlations in WM
manipulation effect of hit rates and RTs across the verbal and visual domains, while the
alternative hypothesis refers to having significant correlations in WM manipulation effect of
hit rates and RTs across the verbal and visual domains.

Bayes factor (BF1) Evidence Category

<0.01 Decisive evidence for HO
0.03-0.01 Very strong evidence for HO
0.10-0.03 Strong evidence for HO
0.33-0.10 Substantial evidence for HO
0.33-1 Anecdotal evidence for HO
1 No evidence

1-3 Anecdotal evidence for H1
3-10 Substantial evidence for H1
10-30 Strong evidence for H1
30-100 Very strong evidence for H1
>100 Decisive evidence for H1
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