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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT
Received: 29 May 2020 The official announcement of COVID-19 as a global pandemic on 11 March 2020 by WHO, the world economy has
Accepted: 17 Jul. 2020 abruptly declined, billions of people are in lockdown, maintaining self-isolation.

In this survey, 150 respondents were selected randomly and this survey intends to highlight the impact of
lockdown in agriculture Students on their education along with their response towards pros and cons.
This survey shows that maximum respondent, around 52% of them found lockdown beneficial in the sense that it
has helped to neutralize the gravity of viral infection and 48% of them doesn’t found it beneficial as their
educational schedule has been halted. The practical education of a student is disturbed due to lockdown and now
they are utilizing this period involving in online courses, training, and webinars.

Many of them couldn’t have access to the internet to catch the session, thus the government should initiate policy
in education through a long term perspective so that no pandemic could interfere with the educational institution
in digital world.
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INTRODUCTION

Coronavirus disease (COVID-19) could also be a transmissible or disease caused by severe acute respiratory syndrome
coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2). Novel Corona Virus (COVID-19 or 2019-nCoV) is an appearing worldwide health concern that requires
arapid diagnostic test (Lamb et al., 2020). From the time immemorial world has passed through the global pandemic, so the global
pandemicis not a new topic for mankind which has abruptly brought significant impacts on public health and the global economy.
As per the World Health organization, corona virus consists of considerable family that not only affects birds and animals but also
human beings (WHO, 2020). Some of the global pandemic due to the family of these viruses are Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome
(SARS) 2002-2003 and Middle East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS) 2015 (Cascella et al., 2020). Thus, on March 11, 2020, WHO has
officially declared outburst of COVID 19 as a global pandemics (Cucinotta & Vanelli, 2020). This virus has hard hit developed
countries of the third world including Italy, Spain, the United States with maximum human loss. Globally all together 3,664,011
cases have been reported (The Guardian, 2020). Out of these the death number reached to 257,301 and 982,592 populations have
been recovered from COVID-19 (Data correct at 12.10 UTC 6 May). As per WHO reports, the number of coronaviruses, cases till 5t
May 2020 has crossed 80 in Nepal (good part is that no death report has been issued and more than 16 are recovered)
(Worldometer, 2020). The pandemic COVID 19 is escalating so rapidly worldwide due to which protection measures cost for
humans is inflecting as a result of which has abated the world’s economic activities. According to the World Economic Outlay
Report (2020), It has been estimated that the global economy is projected to reduce sharply by -3 percent in 2020, which is much
more worse than 2008-2009. It has been also assumed that there will be a rise in the global economy by 2021 by 5.6 percent as all
the activities will normalize assisted by policy makers. COVID-19 was first spotted and recognized from pneumonia victim patient
belongs to Wuhan, China (Zhu et al., 2020).

Thereport from ADB (2019) shows that before the outbreak of the pandemic disaster the growth percentage has been expected
as7.1in Nepal due to infrastructural development, post-earthquake construction procedure increased export of electricity, tourist
visit, enhanced agriculture production, and remittance. Now all these components for the GDP growth rate will be affected in 2020
due to COVID-19. Similar to that of an economic perspective, COVID-19 has a detrimental effect on the field of education and
research studies. Thus, this paper entails about the effect of COVID-19 lockdown in the scenario of agriculture students on their
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study and extension. Specifically, we will discuss about student response towards lockdown and both positive as well as negative
impacts on the field of education faced by them.

METHODOLOGY

A preliminary online survey was conducted in May (2-4), 2020 through which respondents were selected by random sampling
techniques. The sampling size was adjusted to 150 students of faculty viz. Agriculture, forestry, veterinary and animal husbandry,
and fishery from different institutions across Nepal, however very few respondents were from India and Germany too.

The students were selected from different faculties and forms were circulated through emails and messaging. Out of selected
350 respondents, only 150 filled their form within a stipulated time. The main reason for not getting 100% of the respondents
responding may be due to lack of internet facility, ignorance to form, and unavailable on social media during those days. Research
instrument includes questionnaire in google forms, various questions and use of social media like Gmail, Whatsapp, Viber, and
Facebook for circulation of information.

The research design was done to meet the respondent’s view towards the impact of lockdown on their education and their
response towards its pros and cons. Similar type of survey was conducted by (Rossi et al., 2020) and also suggested by
(Bidarbakhtnia et al., 2020) for online surveys during these days to excel the research.

Data entry was done using MS excel 2016 and IBM SPSS v.20. Statistical analysis includes descriptive analysis, mean, standard
error, and range using SPSS v. 20. Inferential statistics include the chi-square test.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS

Socio-economic Characteristics

An online preliminary survey was conducted in which randomly 150 respondents were selected out of which 54.0% were
female and 48.0% were males. The ethnicity of the respondents; Brahmin (62.0%) were found to be more than other ethnic groups
followed by Chhetri’s (27.9%), Janjatis (10%), and Dalit (0.7%). Survey finding shows that respondent’s age was between 17 to
27year old.

The randomly selected 150 respondents belong to different colleges with different faculties & levels. Among them 80% were
from Tribhuwan university (34% were from GAASC, 12.7% were from Lamjung college, 12.7 were from Paklihawa college, 1.3% from
forestry (Hetauda), 0.7% from IAAS ( Chitwan), 4% from Live science, 3.3% from Horticulture college (lllam), 2% from IAAS
(Kathmandu), 9.3 % from prithu college) 8.7% were from agriculture and Forestry University (6.7% AFU (Rampur), 1.3% from AFU
(Sindhuli), 0.7% from AFU (Pokhara), , 0.7% from valley Krishi campus ), 2.0% from Banaras Hindu University, and 0.7% from Leibtniz
University, 5.4% from Purwanchal University (4.7% from GPCAR, 0.7% from NPI). Out of 150 respondents, 9.3% were from first
semester, 32.0% from second semester, 22.0% from fourth semester, 5.3% from fifth semester, 16.0% from sixth semester, 9.3%
from eight-semester, 4% from master first semester, 0.7% from master 3™ semester and 1.3% were pass-out students. Distribution
of respondents as per faculty is 94.7% were from agriculture faculty, 0.7% from fishery, 1.3% from forestry, and 3.3% from
veterinary and animal husbandry faculty.

Response of Students Regarding the Lockdown

Among the surveyed 150 respondents, 52% of the respondents found lockdown beneficial, but 48% of the responded as not
beneficial. The main reason regarding lockdown being beneficial is it helped to control the widespread of the virus across the
country and to date, no deaths have been recorded in Nepal. Also, respondents claimed that they got a chance to get involved in
varieties of work at home and explore their knowledge regarding agriculture in their fields and also got a chance to spent a quality
time with family members after a long time. However, students who were having their exams found it not beneficial as their
timeline of study is interrupted and their semester schedule is disturbed. They are mentally disturbed (Meda et al., 2020) due to
lockdown which seems to be unhealthy regarding physical health but staying at home is necessary to prevent spread of disease.
The details of respondents’ responses regarding finding lockdown beneficial and harmful are shown in Figure 1a and Figure 1b.
In following lockdown, the information and awareness provide by medias and health ministry regarding social distancing was
circulated well as a result of which all the respondents are following more strictly.
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benificial not benificial

= minimized spread of virus

= got extra time with family = delay in examination

. . ) being passive
spent ample time in home garden and field - gp

. . schooling and passout pattern is distrubed
= helped in household activities

= got time to learn extra skills
Figure 1. a) benicifial aspects of lockdown b) not beneficial aspect of lockdown

Figure 2. Impact of lockdown on education (respondents response)

Impact on Education

In this study, most of them had reported having a negative impact on education (82%) and no idea (6.7%) and 11.3% didn’t
found a negative impact on education respectively (Figure 2). However, much of the respondents claimed that the practical
education of students is disturbed (82%), 5.3% have no idea about this and 12.7% of the respondents think that there’s no effect
on practical due to lockdown.

The main reason for the practical education is due to course requirements due to seasonal arrangement of crops (31.3%),
there would be lack of infrastructure after lockdown (17.3%), there would be less time for practical (38%) and 13.3% have no idea
about this. Generally, in Nepal, agriculture students are enrolled in the spring semester each year, and thereafter the arrangement
of courses is as per season so that it influences practical education. Cereal crop production placed in the second semester
(generally falls between Feb-Aug), during this period cultivation of rice, wheat, maize (Manandhar, 2005) is feasible but due to
lockdown once the class is interrupted it is hard to achieve that time for practical. Similarly, due to influenza outbreak in 2000,
teachers strike in Israel led to schools closure and almost 85 countries was affected at that time (Cascella et al., 2020).
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Figure 3. Students involvement during lockdown
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Figure 4. Students involvement on extra work during lockdown

The main reason for the huge impact on education is due to the lack of long term perspective in the field of education (Wan,
2020). Similar, to that of agricultural education medical education is being disturbed due to pandemic and are problematic
attending classes (Parvati et al., 2020). The lockdown has huge impact on education of students and their exams which has also
been observed by Jadhav (2020). Burgess and Sievertsen (2020) reported that COVID-19 and shut down of educational institutions
have a huge effect on graduate students and their research activities. However, must of the nations are resuming their classes by
digital means like Zoom and Google meet (Radwan & Radwan, 2020), yet it is not accessible to all of those residing in developing
countries (UNESCO, 2020).

Involvement of Student during a Lockdown

During these days of lockdown due to COVID-19, all of them are spending their time with their families and sharing ideas and
knowledge. At this time student are involved in preparing for exams and the upcoming semester (27.3%), maintaining home
garden (17.3%), establishing rooftop gardens (2.7%), doing some research studies (15.3%) (Figure 3). However, 21.3% are involved
in all of these activities and 16% are involved in none of them. The response of students on involvement in online courses, training,
and webinars was only 44.7% and the rest 55.3% do not have access to high-quality internet to participate (details are shown in
Figure 4; chi sq.= 21.085, p-value=0.049). Since major source of information for Nepalese is from radio and national television
(Kharel, 2018), so there might be problem on accessing internet and many places of Nepal are still devoid of internet facilities.
Though the continuing in classes are being achieved by zoom classes (Anonymous, 2020) but most of the institutions in Nepal are
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facing problem in launching online classes due to unequal access to resources among all of their students (Mustafa, 2020). Similar
to present situation past pandemic hold a potential role in disturbing education sectors like the influenza outbreak in France
(1957), Israel (2000), Hongkong (2008), America and Australia (2003) (Cascella et al., 2020). Though it has negative impact on
education but the only solution for outbreak control and reducting the number of patient visit it seemed to be effective.

CONCLUSION

The COVID-19 pandemic has affected economic as well as educational systems worldwide, leading to the near-total closures
of schools, universities and colleges. Our study managed to capture some views of students regarding about the lockdown and
their activities during lockdown along with the impact on education. From our results we claimed that more than half of the
respondents find the lockdown beneficial where they are strictly following rules and regulation of lockdown and spending quality
time with their family members which was not possible in other regular days. As well as students are involving in indoor activities
such as joining online courses, trainings, webinars, maintaining home garden, establishing rooftop gardening and some of the
students are preparing for their upcoming exams. There is negative impact on education, mainly for the agricultural students
which focuses on practical field work and can’t possible in online classes. The corona virus pandemic and the lockdown has
brought enormous uncertainty for students studying for exam, hoping to start new semester or college or university and entering
the world of work. Therefore, the Government should initiate policy in education through long term prospective so that no any
pandemic could interfere the educational institutions in digital world.
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