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elimination of languages, and thereby devaluing the education
received.
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The second cause is the perpetuation of rigid disciplinary boun-
daries, and even, in some of the newer universities, the erecting
of new ones where none existed before. The dissatsfaction of
students with this kind of arrangement is reflected in the boom
in adult education language enrolments in centres throughout the
country.

Freedoms once given cannot casily be taken back, and so th
membets of foreign language departments must accept, thougl me
probably do not, that the day of serious language preparation |
secondary school is over for ever, except for the minority of children
who are already bilingual and who are fortunate enough to attend §
bilingual school, or whose parents are rich enough to be able o
send them to a school where languages continue to be taught.

At the university level, language centres and beginners' co
within existing departments, and the freeing of the acquisition
a language skill from its traditional role, that of literary
acsthetic analysis, for use in other roles as well will all help. O e Australian, 27th October, 1973,
important form of organisation of academic work w'i'dci}- emplo .{é “A,I gl:;ig?muu (ed.), Language Loyalty in the United States (The Hague,
in other countries is the "Funlext" or “area study”, as desq 3 L r:-!m'm:t'. A Functiona] View of Langnage (Oxford: O.UP, 1961), p. 107,
by Associate Professor M. Clyne* where scholars from a num Paole Giglioli, “Introduction”, In Pier Paclo Giglioli (ed.), Languoge and
of dilferent disciplines can work on a common area of study Sacial Contex (Hammondsworth: Penguin, 1972), p. 1L. |

: - : ifvine element. This would be - i MecManners :Lnd Crawford, R._ M., The Future of the Humanities in. the
Which 'a “auguage 13 the umI}'mB S tralian Universities (Melbourne: M.UE,, 1965, p. 9, quoted by Wykes, ap. cit.,
most elfective at graduate school level where a basic level  2).
language and other disciplinary competence may be presuppe
1t is vitally necessary that the isolation of foreign language le:
in Australian universities be broken in as many ways as po
so that at least those students who want to understand wl
going on in foreign countries and who are at present disco
from doing so, may be given the opportunity to do so# =

In the wider context of the whole of Australian Eulﬁﬂl'.f,. i
only be presented clearly to all the members of the socety
when they decide that foreign languages are not rel+¢'-*am. GUERRILLA LINGUISTICS
deciding that foreign countries are not relevant either, )

Sussex has written that: N 1 Ray CATTELL
It is idle in these circumstances to pretend that Australid & IR bjccis: ave botn interdisciplinarydt £ lines of teseirch in
“go it alone” in splendid monolingualism.2* -

No society can bath isolate itself linguistically and sull |
positive role in the scientific and intellectual wn_;.-rrId. The: ho_
surrounding the study of languages in Australia have t.hus.
form an unnecessary restriction on the number of areas.
enquiry while serving no useful purpose.
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¢ Australian, Ind October, 1973,

cheel Clyne, “Some Thoughts on Departmental Structure”, Vester Symposivm:
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L. Sussex, Lanpuage and Languages fn Auwrtrafio; Tosugurnl Lecture, Jomes
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erial traditional fields converge, the researchers involved

ment of Linguistics, University of Newcastle.

‘obvious to the reader that the term “discipline” is used fairly loosely
cle, 10/ mean “field of study™, T am aware of different and more tightly
definitions, but find this one more relevant o what [ want to say. If
8 strongly that 1 am misusing the word “discipline’, [ will be happy if
ientally substitute whatever term he prefers.
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can come to feel that their interests are more strongly I‘Jﬂ“’d 183 have appeared in the past decade or so in volumes with titles like
parts of neighbouring fields than to the rest of their “own". Readings in Mathematical Psychology, The Twelfth Symposium
Traditional demarcations then serve only to irritate, and it is in Applied Mathematics, I.R.E. Transactions on Information
likely that attempts will be made to redraw the lines. If they are theory, Logic, Methodology and Philosophy of Science, Boston
successful, @ new, “interdisciplinary"’ subject is born. i ‘Studies in the Philosophy of Science, Biological Foundations of
That is not the way in which the label “interdisciplinary” I ;;.,ml_guage:*. Language and Philosophy, and numerous others of
come to be applied to Linguistics, which is a very old disriiplim:._ i_;_f similar kinds. oy i
its own right. In the latter part of the fourth century B.C., Panini The 1-::!'0’55-[12‘]‘““5:1“0[] of academic interests goes far towards
wrote an Indian grammar that still draws almost universaf Cexplaining the fact that in America scholars calling themselves
admiration (perhaps not entirely because most linguists are unable linguists are employed in numerous _deparlmeml_: 1.-;|}hr dll'fm:em
to read it in the original). About the same time, the Greeks ; _ itles. A recent number of the Bulletin of the Linguistic Society
interested themselves in linguistic questions. There have been lings of America' includes a report on employment in the field of
of development from those days to the present, linguistics. It gives a breakdown of the departments in which

Linguistics is one of the subjects that achieve “interdisciplinags inguists work in the United States.
ness”™. (I am not sure whether there are any that have it u
upon them, so this series is now terminated.) In recent years, |
of research have led out from Linguistics to other disciplines.
the process, various “interdisciplinary™ satellites like mathematical
linguistics, psycholinguistics and sociolinguistics have been be
but the cross-disciplinary interests have not been :*:_-olntcd h_y these
developments, and continue to be part of Linguistics proper.

At the beginning of each year, the Linguistics Section ol
Quarterly Progress Report of the Research Laboratory of Elw_
at M.LT, always carries the same statement of research objecti
which begins: y

The ultimate objective of our research is to gain a be
understanding of man’s mental capacities by studying the
in which these capacities manifest themselves in las
Language is a particularly promising avenue because,
one hand, it is an intellectual achievement that is aco
to all normal humans, and, on the other hand, we have
detailed knowledge about language than about any.
human activity involving man's mental capacities.
I think it is fair to say that the majority of linguists would pre
agree with this statement, though there would be sharp diflen
of opinion as to how the objectives were to be fulfilled. And, ¢s, and from the Australian Institute of Aboriginal
this statement, it is not surprising that Linguistics has @ les Various other fields are represented amongst the general
grountd  with Psychology, Philosophy, A_.mluapolf:gf, S0 i .th.
Education and most other cognitive su.!,dms. Nor is it B . .o additional reason why linguists in Australia
given that its data is language, that it should d:auisER nselves working in departments with names other than
contribute to the study of particular languages such as BIBE i -1 hac thiece are very few lnguistics departments
JapEnchc Roct b pLoERs ineult BEE in. In 1972, there were 59 universities in the United States
It is symptomatic of these relationships that papers on Lingts Bif & Linguistics PhuD.® In Australia, as far as 1 am aware®

Linguists hold appointments principally in departments of:
Linguistics 26,99
English 21.79%
Commonly tanght foreign languages

(French, German, Romance, Slavic, etc.) 1929,
Anthropology 8.497,

Another 849 hold joint appointments, most between linguis-
tics and foreign language or English departments.
Departments which employ the remaining 1549 include
uncommonly taught foreipn languages (e.g., Far Eastern
African) , E.S.0.L., psychology, speech, area and ethnic studies,
communicitions, education, computer science, and various
special institutes, projects and programmes,

- 43

1 have no figures for Australia, but have had close contact with
alian linguistic organisations in recent years, and have the
impression that the diversity of employment is at least as
here as in America. Before the last election of office-bearers
CLinguistic Society of Australia, the six members of the
ive were drawn from departments of English, French,
¢ and Linguistics. The members of the present executive
departments of Anthropology, Education, English and
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interest in the field. The A.U.C. has set up a six-man committee
to report on the whole range of language studies and linguistics
in Australian universities, While linguistics is perhaps only a
subsidiary part of the committee’s terms of reference, it could
emerge as a most important part of any integrated plan for
Janguage studies. It would seem strange to the point of eccentricity,
in fact, if the subject that deals with the theory of language did
not have an important place in any integrated plan for language
studies at university level.

seanwhile, the actual situation in the universities is not as bad
45 the mere counting of linguistics departments might suggest. Full
courses in the subject are being offered at present in English depart-
‘ments at Queensland and New England, in The Language Centre
Melbourne, in the departments of Modern Languages, Philosophy
d sociology at La Trobe, and in the School of Anthropology at
festern Australia.t And these courses formally labelled Linguistics
by no means exhaust what is being taught, since a good deal occurs
‘4t various universities in strands of courses with other names. At
he University of Tasmania, for instance, there are linguistics
trands in English courses, and at Monash some attention is given
linguistics not only in the Linguistics Department, but also in
Departments of French, German, Indonesian, Japanese, Russian
Spanish. I will not attempt to be exhaustive in such listings,
there are pockets of activity from coast to coast, often involv-
people who have to work in isolation from other linguists and
le against all sorts of local difficulties. I believe these "guerrilla”
ities in linguistics are likely to be very important to the [uture
ie subject in Australia,

there were three. The American figures do not include Il{'.]ml'l.li'l.l::!n.p_-j
offering a Ph.D. in subjects such as English or Anthropalogy with
a concentration in linguistics. Nor, by definition, do they include
institutions which offer linguistics only 1n lower degrr:c:-. In Aus-
tralia, as far as I know, there are no additional institutions offering
honours at the B.A. level in the subject Linguistics beyond the
ones that offer Ph.D.s. In America there are many, though 1 am&

not in possession of the exact figures.

ft might be argued that the fgure of 59 pniversities ﬂﬂurinﬁ
Ph.D.’s in Linguistics in the United States, where the population
is over two hundred million, is not really much better, propor
tionally, than three in Australia, where the pc:pulmion 15 abonl
thitteen million. While arithmetically correct, this argument would
ignore the extra institutions in the United States offering Linguistics
to honours level in lower degrees, and would also ignore the
that a number as low as three or four universities is below he
threshold of complexity needed for vigorous ;u;ti_wt}' in a subject
in any country, no matter what the population is.

A present, Australia has two universitics with departmenty
labelled simply “Linguistics” (A.N.U. and Monash), one
of English and Linguistics” (Macquarie) and one “Sub-Departme
of Linguistics” (Newcastle). The latter is an autonomous um
“sub” only in the sense that it is smaller than a full depar
and lacks a chair. Apart from A.N.U., which is blessed with
the rest of Australia has just two and a half linguistics departments
Sydney is about (o establish one, and there are various other
rumours which 1 will not fan here.

Overseas, particularly in America, there has been a tren
expansion in linguistics in the past decade, though it is true|
it has slackened off with the recent cutbacks on spending,
growth seems to have been a direct result of the m.:adcmig.l’;i;;!
of the subject, and the realisation of its potential importan
cognitive studies. In Ausiralia, no dr.uu‘alic‘ expansion has
taken place, though there are subtle indications that it maj
beginning. Bernard Shaw introduced a female character in ¢
his plays with the remark that she had never withered
she had never bloomed, and until recently it seemed fair 1oy
whether this was to be the fate of linguistics in Australis

subjects have an immediate popular appeal, so that some-
Iy has to mention that the university should have a depart-
n one of them and everyone seems to agree instantly; popular
i is wanslated into an official request o the AU.C., and
restol a department is established. That is not the status of
stics in Australia at the moment. Many university adminis-
s and for the A.U.C. have sat [fairly heavily on proposed
pnents in linguistics in recent triennia, perhaps more through
ence than outright hostility. The committee already referred
| possibly change this, but at present the situation is that
who hopes to establish a department of linguistics must
the subject going as a fourishing concern, and then try
and it and convince the planners that they should begin
g for something they didn't plan for.

MEre 15 often a special difficulty for anyone who would iy to
#lis from within a language department. The history of growth

The recent change of name from “School of English Stud
“School of English and Linguistics” at Macquarie, the estublisl
of the sub-department at Newcastle at the end of 1972, and
imminent establishment of a department at Sydney are
signs, and there are some indications of increasing B0
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and particularly because of the different directions from which
departments can come. And surely no one will regret that

of languages in Australian universities has been such that the
subject-names, “English”, “French”, “German’, €Lc., uorm:ally me.ai:._,
“English Literature”, “French Literature”, “German anratu_rn_: i
ete. Lhere is language study, in the sense that students are required
to learn the language that they are going to speak and wlmss_.-.-
literature they are going to study, but the mms of the courses are
not normally linguistic, and the courses are rarely the funcuon
of an underlying linguistic theory. It is not my present purpose:
to argue that this is wrong, but rather to draw attention Lo: L
apparent Eacts and to comment that the sl.udlcuu understand whap
is meant by the subject-names, and expect things to be as they are.
This orientation of the language subjects contains potential i...—_
culties for the linguist. Il he is serious abour what he is do
he will inevitably find himsell wanting to introduce  kinds
language study that are not traditional in language depart
in Australia. To make matters worse, he is very frequently S0mEO]
who did not start off as a linguist, and who is officially suppose
to be something else. He is likely, therefore, to be _duiug somethi 1y
unaccustomed, not only as far as the department 13 L‘(:rnr:cmwd petween departments and between individuals in departments, the
also as far as his own life and career are mnFe.In.ml’ In_l]m abser isational framework for staff appointments, courses, graduate
of any other linguists in the immediate vicnity, this can [ Bl S rsearch oy b prestippois insalamas (densth
lonely expernence. nis. The unit system at a number of universities (e.g, Macquarie,
If optional linguistics components of courses _aq:_inm)d_u_ ) ush) has made undergraduate courses more flexible, but units
such a department, the number of takers will lﬂf[l:ll]]l' be all. are generally departmentally-based. The maintenance of the
This can mean a lower work-load for the linguist than [{:.1- g it departmental system has almost become an end in itsell.
colleagues, in terms of marking, interviewing, etc. (though maditionally there are some departments which teach a dis

usually in number of lecture-hours) . They may (Not UNIEAsOn

: : : . ine—a set of principles or methods on a theoretical framewaork
feel some resentment about this, particularly if their own pl its application), e.g., Linguistics, Literature, Sociology; and
are heavy, and a demand may develop to make the ling

{ :'r. which are multdisciplinary, e.g., German, Asian Studies,
strands compulsory, so as to distribute the lu;_:.:l Lretter, uiation, Medieval Studies, in which several disciplines (such as
demand succeeds, further problems are immediately creat

‘ istics, Literature, Sociology, Visual Arts, Philosophy, Politics,
students become the unwilling recipients of something they. eil to a particular context (area, period or objective) are
join for.

i I is wsually assumed—in  university regulations, for

Setting aside future acts of God, which might strike uj ¢ IStince—that each llcp'&rtn_mut represents one “discipline”. Course
ments fully-formed out of nowhere, it seems likely tha ences are based on this assumption and any sequences that
linguistics departments will struggle into the light because ¢ n to be discipline-oriented and cut  across departmental
1 have already called guerrilla activities. It is highly like ilaries are treated as exceptions. One university recently found
departments that have this kind of birth will differ from ¢ ssary. Lo pass @ special regulation deeming History and
according to their origins. In any subject-area, a Certiii
is normal: there will be some departments that arc st
oriented towards theory, and others that are more Inter
applications; some that follow one school of thought,
that follow others. But there is probably an extra il
diversity in linguistics because of its crossdisciplinary relat

NOTES

). 8. A. Bulletin (Linguistic Society of America), No. 58, Oclober 1973, p. 14.
LS. A. Bulleting Mo, 56, March 1973, p. 34,

0t is difficult to be cerinfn of the [acts because handbooks are not always explicit
about arrangements for’ PhIL's, and also ‘because handbooks for a° previous year
are difficult to come across. Meveribeless, [ believe the statement in the fext is
P accurate.

{4 These details are taken from the handbooks and calendars of the rélevant univer-
Cgitics. At the time of writing, only those for 1973 were available (o me, and it
gould be that there will be chunges In 1974 of which I am unaware.
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SOME THOUGHTS ON DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE

g

MicHAEL CLyNE®

-{ WOST Australian universities possess—and pérpetuate—a struc
ITE pure with watertight departments. While co-operation exists

E;'.

the purpose of one paragraph onlyl There are some dis
which are taught in as many as eight departments in one
¥, and some topics recur in the courses of several depart-
but there is little recognition of this fact.

Profesor of German, Monash University.




