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OVERVIEW:

Postsecondary education (PSE) is more than just a learning opportunity for people with intellectual
disability—it’s an effective pathway to competitive employment and financial independence.
Research shows PSE leads to higher employment rates and increased wages for people with
intellectual disability, and long-term cost savings for supporting them. This resource highlights key
research on the impact PSE has on the employment outcomes for people with intellectual disability.
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CONCLUSION

The evidence is clear—PSE unlocks employment and earnings potential for students with intellectual
disability. Yet only 3.2% of people with intellectual and developmental disabilities (IDD) aged 18-25 are
enrolled in a college or university (National Core Indicators, 2022). Investments in higher education
opportunities empower people with intellectual disability to achieve their fullest potential, contribute
to the workforce, and lead fulfilling, independent lives. Learn more about the impact of PSE on

employment at thinkcollege.net.

Postsecondary education unlocks employment and earnings

potential for students with intellectual disability.

Sources

Cimera,R.E, Thoma, C. A, Whittenburg, H. N, & Ruhl, A.
N. (2018).1s getting a postsecondary education a good
investment for supported employees with intellectual
disability and taxpayers? Inclusion, 6(2), 97-109.
https://doi.org/10.1352/2326-6988-6.2.97

Grigal, M, Hart, D,, Papay, C, Bukaty, C, Choiseul-Praslin,
B, & Pound, S. (2024). Annual report of the cohort
3TPSID model demonstration projects (Year 3,
2022-2023). University of Massachusetts Boston,

Institute for Community Inclusion. https:/thinkcollege.

net/resource/program-evaluation-student-outcomes/
annual-reportof-the-cohort-3-tpsid-model-1

National Core Indicators (2022). What do NCI-IDD
data tell us about how many people with IDD
receiving state services are enrolled in college or
university? https://idd.nationalcoreindicators.org/
wp-content/uploads/2022/10/NCl-Data-Highlight-on-

About the Think College National Coordinating Center

The National Coordinating Center (NCC) provides coordination and
evaluation of Transition and Postsecondary Programs for Students
with Intellectual Disability (TPSID) programs funded by the Office
of Postsecondary Education, US Department of Education. The NCC
also offers technical assistance to TPSIDs and other postsecondary
education programs for students with intellectual disability
nationally, develops related resources, disseminates information
about college opportunities for students with intellectual disability,
and supports students and their families to learn about and prepare
for college. Learn more about the NCC at https://thinkcollege.net/

projects/ncc.

PostSecondary-Education-FINAL.pdf

Ruby’s Rainbow (2024). 2023 impact report. https:/
rubysrainbow. org/about/financials/

Sannicandro, T, Parish, S, Fournier, S, Mitra, M., &
Paiewonsky, M. (2018). Employment income and SSI
effects of postsecondary education for people with
intellectual disability. American Journal on Intellectual
and Developmental Disabilities, 123(5), 412-497.
https://doi.ora/10.1352/1944-7558-123.5.412

Smith, F, Grigal, M., & Shepard, J. (2018). Impact of
postsecondary education on employment outcomes of
youth with intellectual disability served by vocational
rehabilitation. (Think College Fast Facts Issue No.

18). University of Massachusetts Boston Institute for
Community Inclusion. https://thinkcollege.net/sites/
default/files/files/resources/FF18_R.pdf

FAST FACTS, Issue No. 38,2025

This FAST FACTS is a publication of the Think College National
Coordinating Center, a project of the Institute for Community
Inclusion at the University of Massachusetts Boston, funded by

a grant from the Office of Postsecondary Education (Grant No.
P407B100002). The opinions contained in this document are those
of the grantee and do not necessarily reflect those of the funder.

Recommended citation: Papay, C, Bukaty, C.A, & Choiseul-Praslin,
B.(2025). From Learning to Earning: The Impact of Postsecondary
Education on Employment for Individuals with Intellectual
Disability. Think College Fast Facts, Issue No. 38. University of
Massachusetts Boston, Institute for Community Inclusion.

lIII Il ThinkCollege

NATIONAL
COORDINATING

INSTITUTE FOR COMMUNITY INCLUSION, UMASS BOSTON

www.thinkcollege.net
www.facebook.com/thinkcollege

2 « From Learning to Earning: The Impact of Postsecondary Education on Employment for Individuals with Intellectual Disability



https://thinkcollege.net/projects/ncc
https://thinkcollege.net/projects/ncc
http://www.thinkcollege.net
http://www.facebook.com/thinkcollege
http://thinkcollege.net
https://doi.org/10.1352/2326-6988-6.2.97
https://thinkcollege.net/resource/program-evaluation-student-outcomes/annual-reportof-the-cohort-3-tpsid-model-1
https://thinkcollege.net/resource/program-evaluation-student-outcomes/annual-reportof-the-cohort-3-tpsid-model-1
https://thinkcollege.net/resource/program-evaluation-student-outcomes/annual-reportof-the-cohort-3-tpsid-model-1
https://idd.nationalcoreindicators.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/NCI-Data-Highlight-on-PostSecondary-Education-FINAL.pdf
https://idd.nationalcoreindicators.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/NCI-Data-Highlight-on-PostSecondary-Education-FINAL.pdf
https://idd.nationalcoreindicators.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/NCI-Data-Highlight-on-PostSecondary-Education-FINAL.pdf
https://rubysrainbow.org/about/financials/
https://rubysrainbow.org/about/financials/
https://doi.org/10.1352/1944-7558-123.5.412
https://thinkcollege.net/sites/default/files/files/resources/FF18_R.pdf
https://thinkcollege.net/sites/default/files/files/resources/FF18_R.pdf

	FAST FACTS
	OVERVIEW:
	Higher Employment Rates
	Increased Earnings
	Cost Savings
	CONCLUSION
	Sources
	About the Think College National Coordinating Center
	FAST FACTS, Issue No. 38, 2025



