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High-Leverage Problem

Massachusetts 2022 National Assessment of 
Educational Progress (NAEP) data show eighth-
grade students’ reading scores declining, with 
only 40% of eighth graders demonstrating 
reading proficiency (a score of 280). Further, 
reading score disparities exist between White 
students (average score 275) and historically 
minoritized students, particularly Black (254) 
and Hispanic students (252). For multilingual 
learners, the difference in outcomes is especially 
pronounced, with an average score of 215. 
Although the Massachusetts Department of 
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) 
is providing guidance on evidence-aligned 
instructional materials to establish a strong 
foundation in early literacy (Grades PreK–3) and 
core curricular programs, adolescent literacy 
interventions (for Grades 4–12) have yet to receive 
similar attention.

Evidence-aligned literacy interventions support 
teachers in accelerating student learning in 
reading, writing, and speaking skills. Research also 
suggests the benefit of culturally and linguistically 
sustaining practices (CLSP) in addressing 
inequitable outcomes for historically marginalized 
students. However, training and curricula often 
fail to incorporate these approaches sufficiently 
to enable educators to recognize and utilize 
students’ assets. Massachusetts schools need 
information and processes to identify high-quality 
instructional materials grounded in evidence that 
accelerate students’ learning while leveraging their 
strengths through their cultural and linguistic 
identities. 

R1CC Approach

Year 4 continued the Adolescent Literacy 
Intervention Selection Tool (A-LIST) 
development work from Year 3 and focused 
on reviewing the degree to which selected 
adolescent interventions support evidence-
based recommendations. To inform that 
review, Region 1 Comprehensive Center (R1CC) 
and DESE collaboratively developed a Literacy 
Intervention Review Rubric based on the IES 
Practice Guide: Providing Reading Interventions for 
Students in Grades 4–9.

To conduct the review, R1CC and DESE 
developed an in-person literacy panel review 
process, which brought together six to eight 
local literacy experts over 3 days to calibrate 
on scoring with the rubric and to score two to 
three interventions. R1CC and DESE facilitated 
two rounds of panel scoring with a combined 
total of 13 panelists and eight interventions 
reviewed.

Once the panel ratings were finalized, R1CC 
and DESE shared with publishers their 
comprehensive intervention report (including 
information from What Works Clearinghouse 
and Evidence for ESSA). R1CC and DESE met 
with the publishers to review the reports for 
accuracy, discuss panel findings, and invite 
publishers to provide a publisher’s statement 
for inclusion in the tool.

https://www.nationsreportcard.gov/reading/states/scores/?grade=8
https://www.nationsreportcard.gov/reading/states/scores/?grade=8
https://hrmars.com/papers_submitted/5907/A_Systematic_Review_The_Effect_of_Culturally_Responsive_Pedagogy_on_Student_Learning_and_Achievement.pdf
https://hrmars.com/papers_submitted/5907/A_Systematic_Review_The_Effect_of_Culturally_Responsive_Pedagogy_on_Student_Learning_and_Achievement.pdf
https://hrmars.com/papers_submitted/5907/A_Systematic_Review_The_Effect_of_Culturally_Responsive_Pedagogy_on_Student_Learning_and_Achievement.pdf
https://hrmars.com/papers_submitted/5907/A_Systematic_Review_The_Effect_of_Culturally_Responsive_Pedagogy_on_Student_Learning_and_Achievement.pdf
https://hrmars.com/papers_submitted/5907/A_Systematic_Review_The_Effect_of_Culturally_Responsive_Pedagogy_on_Student_Learning_and_Achievement.pdf
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/practiceguide/29
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/practiceguide/29
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/practiceguide/29
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/
https://www.evidenceforessa.org/about/


• Developed a Literacy Intervention 
Review Rubric on the use of evidence-
based practices based on the IES Practice 
Guide: Providing Reading Interventions 
for Students in Grades 4–9.

• Collaborated with intervention 
publishers to (a) collect artifacts 
for panelists to review and (b) 
gather feedback on the accuracy and 
completeness of their Program Reports.

• Trained and facilitated two panels (13 
total members) of DESE-selected literacy 
expert reviewers using the Literacy 
Intervention Review Rubric, collected 
artifacts, and scoring guidance.

• Scored eight adolescent intervention 
programs.

• Developed a Culturally and Linguistically 
Sustaining Practices Rubric for inclusion 
in future panel reviews.

• Developed a webpage for the Adolescent 
Literacy Intervention Selection Tool 
(A-LIST) on the R1CC website.

Key Milestones Outputs

• Adolescent literacy intervention data 
collection tool with uploaded program 
artifacts.

• Two rounds of three scoring panel 
sessions, each facilitated by R1CC staff 
with DESE support.

• A-LIST Process Guide.

• Culturally and Linguistically 
Sustaining Practices in Adolescent 
Literacy Intervention Programs Rubric.

“The process is very effective. Really appreciate 
the discussions and opportunities to reflect and 
change.”

“This has been an incredible collaborative 
experience.”

Outcomes

1. DESE staff have increased human 
capacity to collect materials 
and facilitate scoring panels for 
evaluation of literacy interventions’ 
alignment to evidence-based practice 
recommendations.

2. DESE staff and review panelists have 
increased human capacity on how to 
score adolescent reading interventions 
using the developed rubric.

American Institutes for Research® | AIR.ORG

Notice of Trademark: “American Institutes for Research” and “AIR” are registered trademarks. All other brand, product, or company names are trademarks or 
registered trademarks of their respective owners.

This material is in the public domain. While permission to reprint is not necessary, publication should be cited. The material is prepared by the Region 1 
Comprehensive Center under Award #S283B190004 for the Office of Program and Grantee Support Services (PGSS) within the Office of Elementary and Secondary 
Education (OESE) of the U.S. Department of Education and is administered by the American Institutes for Research®. The content of the document does not 
necessarily reflect the views or policies of the PGSS or OESE or the U.S. Department of Education nor does mention of trade names, commercial products, or 
organizations imply endorsement by the U.S. Government.

February 2024


	Massachusetts Adolescent Literacy Intervention Selection Tool
	High-Leverage Problem
	R1CC Approach
	Key Milestones
	Outputs
	Outcomes




Accessibility Report



		Filename: 

		R1CC_LtrcyIntrvntnSlctionTool.pdf






		Report created by: 

		


		Organization: 

		





[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.



		Needs manual check: 2


		Passed manually: 0


		Failed manually: 0


		Skipped: 1


		Passed: 29


		Failed: 0





Detailed Report



		Document




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set


		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF


		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF


		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order


		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified


		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar


		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents


		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast


		Page Content




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged


		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged


		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order


		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided


		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged


		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker


		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts


		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses


		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive


		Forms




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged


		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description


		Alternate Text




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text


		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read


		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content


		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation


		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text


		Tables




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot


		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR


		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers


		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column


		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary


		Lists




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L


		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI


		Headings




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting







Back to Top


