
Get Smart Fast: High-Quality Afterschool and 
Summer Programs Lead to Improved Student Outcomes 

Why does this topic matter?
Afterschool and summer programs: 

Served as lifelines for youth and 
families during the pandemic 

and continue to be in high 
demand – More children would 

enroll if there was a summer 
and/or afterschool program 

available to them

Meet a variety needs, 
including acting as learning 
hubs, connecting youth to 

peers and caring adults,  
and cultivating interests 

Confer the greatest 
benefit when they are 
intentionally designed 

and of high quality

What does the evidence say?
Program quality, intentionality, and regular youth attendance increase the value and benefits of afterschool and summer 
learning programs.
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https://www.afterschoolalliance.org/covid/community-learning-hubs.cfm
https://www.afterschoolalliance.org/covid/community-learning-hubs.cfm
https://wallacefoundation.org/sites/default/files/2023-08/The-Value-of-Out-of-School-Time-Programs.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/documents/coronavirus/learning-acceleration.pdf
https://afterschoolalliance.org/documents/AA3PM/AA3PM-Healthy-Futures-Report-2022.pdf?utm_source=landing&utm_medium=website&utm_campaign=AA3PM_Rural&utm_content=hero_btn


What do conditions of success look like?
In order for summer and afterschool programs to be successful, there are conditions that must be in place at the state educational 
agency (SEA), local educational agency (LEA), and program level. These critical components support intentionally designed 
and well-implemented programs that are poised for success.

Intentionally 
designed and 

well-implemented 
summer and 

afterschool programs
SEAs:

• Collect data to understand the  
landscape

• Build capacity of districts, 
schools, and community partners

• Design policies and grant 
opportunities LEAs:

• Consider local areas of need 
• Engage partners
• Determine how to measure 

success 
• Identify sustainable funding 

sources

Programs:
• Plan early
• Train staff
• Promote attendance
• Develop engaging programming 
• Establish a positive culture

What innovative models exist?

Hawaii offered summer 
programming at 98% of schools 
and increased the Kindergarten 

Summer Start footprint from  
10 to 80 schools.

Oregon offered high school 
students the chance to serve as 

teaching assistants, strengthening the 
pathway to teaching while providing 

needed work experience and income.

Texas supplemented existing 
state funding to encourage districts 
to add up to 30 instructional days 

to their school year. 

How are efforts funded?
A variety of funding opportunities exist with strategies for blending and braiding of funds, depending on the type of program. 

y At the federal level: 

› The American Rescue Plan

› Nita M. Lowey 21st Century Community Learning Centers Program and additional allowable uses

y At the state and local level:

› Varies by state, with some providing no support and others providing substantial support

− California, for example, offers $4 billion in state funding

› Can include leveraging  tax revenues

For more information and helpful resources, visit https://compcenternetwork.org/
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https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RR366-1.html
https://www.hawaiipublicschools.org/TeachingAndLearning/SpecializedPrograms/SummerSchool/Pages/home.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/studentsuccess/pages/summer-programs.aspx
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/learning-support-and-programs/additional-days-school-year
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5b75d96ccc8fedfce4d3c5a8/t/6509b0defe71912cffbfd7de/1695133919682/Funding+Out-of-School+Time+Programs+Final.pdf
https://oese.ed.gov/offices/office-of-formula-grants/school-support-and-accountability/21st-century-community-learning-centers/
https://oese.ed.gov/offices/office-of-formula-grants/school-support-and-accountability/21st-century-community-learning-centers/
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/ex/elopinfo.asp#:~:text=The%20Expanded%20Learning%20Opportunities%20Program%20(ELO%2DP)%20provides%20funding,transitional%20kindergarten%20through%20sixth%20grade.
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5b75d96ccc8fedfce4d3c5a8/t/6509b0defe71912cffbfd7de/1695133919682/Funding+Out-of-School+Time+Programs+Final.pdf
https://compcenternetwork.org

