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Introduction

The Consumer Price Index (CPI), which has been widely used since 1913 to indicate rising
costs and changing economic conditions and to adjust salaries and wages of employees at various
levels, has long been under criticism. The traditional CPI, popularly known as the "cost-of-
living index," is correctly termed the Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earmers and Clerical
Workers. It has been faulted when used as a measure of change in the economic position of the
general population. Since the index purports to measure only changes in consumer prices for
wage earners and clerical workers in 56 urban areas, it has been considered an inadequate measure
of relative changes in the purchasing power of personnel, especially professional personnel,
employed in many businesses, industries, schools, colleges, and other governmental agencies. In
response to this criticism, the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) for several years has been
working on a new and broader based index.

The new index, titled the Consumer Price Index for ALl Urban Consumers (CPI-U), was
introduced on February 27, 1978 by the Bureau of Labor Statistics. Starting with January
1978 data BLS has been publishing the new CPI-U data monthly. With the introduction of the new
index, coverage has been expanded to include salaried workers, professional workers, the
self-employed, retired workers, and unemployed persons.

Because of pressure from labor groups and others who are familiar with and have relied
heavily on the unrevised CPI for Urban Wage Earmers and Clerical Workers for contractual
agreements, BLS will continue reporting it, but in a revised form (revised CPI-W) beginning
with January 1978 data. Parties that use the CPI in escalation or in other contractual
agreements may have a choice of adapting their existing contracts to either the new CPI-U or to
the revised CPI-W, explains the Bureau. In order to facilitate transition from the unrevised
CPI-W to either the new CPI-U or the revised CPI-W, the Bureau of Labor Statistics will continue
to report the old, unrevised CPI-W series of data through June 1978.

The purpose of this Information Aid is to alert school officials to changes and revisions
in the Consumer Price Index, to familiarize them with differences between the former CPI and the
new and revised indexes, to demonstrate how BLS computes changes in the CPIs, to indicate its

appropriate uses, and to describe available sources of information.



The Consumer Price Index

Since its inception in 1913, the traditional Consumer Price Index has been the most widely
used economic indicator of changes in retail prices in the United States. Before the 1978 revision

of the CPI, the Bureau of Labor Statistics defined the Consumer Price Index as follows:

The Consumer Price Index is a monthly statistical measure of the average
change in prices of goods and services purchased by urban wage earners and
‘clerical workers for day-to-day living. It is based on prices of about 400
"market basket'" items selected to represent all consumption goods and services
purchased by these workers. The quantity and quality of these items is kept
essentially unchanged between major revisions so that only price changes will
be measured. Prices are collected from about 40,000 tenants and 18,000 retail
establishments in 56 urban areas across the country. All taxes directly
associated with the purchase and use of the 400 items are included in the index.
Since the CPI is based on the expenditures of a specific population group, it
may not accurately reflect the experience of other families and individuals
with different buying habits. Though the CPI is often called the "Cost-—of-
Living Index," it measures only price change, which is just one of several .
important factors affecting living costs. Area indexes do not measure differences
in the level of prices among cities. They only measure the average change in
prices for each area since the base period. For geographic comparisons of living
costs, see the BLS family budget studies.

SOURCE: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Monthly Labor Review, 101 (March 1978),
p. 80.

Among the goods and services that have been included in the pricing for CPI data are food,
clothing, homes, fuel, drugs, and doctors' fees—-including sales and excise taxes. Trained
representatives from BLS obtain the prices of most goods and services from consumers and retail
establishments; mail questionnaires are used to obtain other kinds of information (e.g., local
transit fares, public utility rates, newspaper prices, fuel prices). To calculate the U.S.
city average, the most frequently quoted CPI, price changes for the various items in each
location are averaged together. The prices of items are weighted to indicate their importance
in the spending of consumers. The data are then combined to obtain a U.S. city average, as well
as separate indexes for several local areas. Monthly figures are published for five urban areas
(New York, Los Angeles, Chicago, Detroit, and Philadelphia) and once every three months on a

rotating basis for other major metropolitan areas. Table 1 shows the 1977 U.S. city average CPI



and the separate 1977 indexes for the 25 areas reported by the Bureau of Labor Statistics in its
Monthly Labor Review before the 1978 revision. (For a comparison of Table 1 with the new method
of reporting the CPI, U.S. city average, for selected areas, see Table A in the Appendix.) It is
important to note that the Consumer Price Index for the selected cities measures only varying rates
of price ,change within the given metropolitan area. It camnot be used to measure price differences
among two or more areas. For geographic comparisons, the Bureau of Labor Statistics recommends use
of BLS family budget studies, discussed on pages 16-19.

Many wage rates in collective bargainigg contracts are adjusted by changes in the U.S. city
average CPI; others are tied to the closest metropolitan area index; still others link wages to

an average of the two.

Base period.--The CPI measures price changes from a specific reference year. BLS has changed the
base year of the CPI several times since its inception in 1913. At the present time, the index
is set at 100.0 for the base year of 1967. 1In December 1977 when the CPI rose to 186.1, the
average price of the '"market basket" of goods and services bought by urban wage earners and
clerical workers had risen from $10.00 in 1967 to $18.61 in December 1977. Before the 1967

revision, the base period was 1957 with prices in that year set at 100.0.

Percent Changes in the CPI.--Changes in the Consumer Price Index usually are expressed as percent

changes rather than as index point changes, since index point changes are affected by the level
of the index in relation to its base period. Percent changes are not affected in this way.
Table 2 illustrates how to obtain the percent change in the CPI between two given periods of
time. As shown in the example, the percent increase in the CPI, U.S. city average, between
October 1977 and November 1977 was 0.5 percent while the index point change for the same period
was 0.9. During the 13-month span, October 1976 to October 1977, the CPI increased by 6.5
percent.

The 12 month U.S. city average CPI is calculated by summing the monthly CPIs for the period
under study and dividing by 12. For example, the 1977 annual average CPI (from January to
December 1977) is equal to 181.5. Thus, the percent change from the 1976 annual average CPI
(170.5) to the 1977 annual average CPI (181.5) is 6.5 percent. Figure 1 shows the annual monthly

average percent changes in the Consumer Price Index during the period 1966 to 1977.

Seasonally adjusted v. unadjusted data.--The Bureau of Labor Statistics publishes both

seasonally adjusted and unadjusted changes in the CPI from month to month. Seasonally adjusted
changes are preferred for analyzing general price trends in the economy since they eliminate
the effect of changes that normally occur at the same time and in about the same magnitude

each year, e.g., price changes resulting from climatic conditions, production cycles, and
holidays. The unadjusted data, however, are of primary interest to consumers concerned about
the prices they actually pay. Unadjusted data are used extensively for cost-of-living adjust-

ments in collective bargaining comtract agreements and pension plans.



TABLE 1.--Consumer Price Index--U. S. City Average, and Selected Areas
(1967 = 100 Unless Otherwise‘Specified)

Annual 1976 1977
Areal average
1977 Dec. Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec.
All Items
U.S. city averagez.._ ..... veeee... 181.5 174.3 175.3 177.1 178.2 179.6 180.6 181.8 182.6 183.3 184.0 184.5 185.4 186.1
Atlanta, Ga ssesmsodsse 5w e o ol e - 179.6 172.0  ===——  —m——— 176.1  ==—=== ————— 179.1  ——=== e 183.0 -—-—--= = ————- 184.5
Baltimore, Mde:eeeoveonesoneranes 185.9 178.4 ===  ————— 182.2  ————- ————  185.8 —==== e 188.8 ——===  ———— 190.7
Boston, Mass ..ceecescsonscasons ———— e 178.9  —==—- === 181.6 @ ———m= === 184.5  —mmem meeee 185.7  —=mmm e
Buffale, N.Y. ssbseliswossdbosdsss 177.5 ===== = 181.3 ————= e 182.7  —=m== e 185.1  —=——-
Chicago, Ill.-Northwestern Ind... 175.6 169.1 -169.5+ 171.2 172.4 ° 173.8 174,4 - 175.,1° 176.4 177.3 178.5 178.8 179.4 180.0
Cincinnati, Ohio-Kentucky........ 182.2 174.5 —==—=  ————— 178.8 ————= 182.0 —==== - 185.2 —-———- -———-- 186.7
Cleveland, Ohio secccesossascecss 176.6  —==—=  ————— 179.9 === e 181.1  ====m e 184.4 —————
Dallas, TeX sessvecoosoonsneesions 175.2 —==== e 179.4  —==== ————- 182.4 W —=m=m mmeee 183.8  —==—-
Detroit, Mich....... » caxshurs oo o KATRedu 180.4 173.1 173.8 175.1 176.8 179.0 179.3 181.0 182.5 182.6 182.8 183.1 184.5 184.4
Honolulu, Hawaiicoeeeoeooooaeeannn 171.0 165.5 @ mem=m  ————— 16843 —mmm— e 170.5 ===== e 173.4 ==——- ———— 174.9
Houston, TeX:c:essovesoessasses e mmmm— e 183.5 —--—- ————=  188.6 ——=—— e 191.6 —====  ———— 192.7 ————— e
Kansas City, Mo.-Kansas «cecoecen 178.3 170.7  ————- ——=== 175.0 —==—=  ————— 179.0 ——=e= meeee 180.6 ===== = ———— 182.7
Los Angeles-Long Beach, Calif. .. 179.6 172.8 174.8 176.3 176.7 177.9 178.5 179.5 180.4 180.6 181.6 181.6 182.9 184.4
Milwaukee, Wis ceccesocoscessasns 173.6  ————- ——— 178.0 ——===  ————— 178.7 ———— ————— 181.6  ~—=—-
Minneapolis-St. Paul, Minn.......  =——=- ————= 175.9 === = 179.6  —===m ———— 184.5 === —m——— 187.0  ===== e
New York, N.Y.-Northeastern N.J.. 185.5 179.7 180.5 182.1 182.9 183.7 184.6 186.2 186.4 187.2 187.3 187.6 188.5 188.8
Philadelphia, Pa.-N.J.....cocunen 183.5 175.5 176.7 178.7 180.4 181.9 183.1 183.8 184.8 185.0 186.5 187.0 187.4  186.9
Pittsburgh,; Pa wsesfisaonesvasoss  —m—==, === 172.9 —==== —e——— 178.1 —==em e 180.6  —=—== - 183.5 « =====  —mee—
Portland, Oreg.-Wash.” ccccceccen ——— ———— 172.4  ———~— ————  177.8 —mm=— = 181.5 ===m= e 183.8  ==———=  —me——
St. Louis, Mo.-Ill. eccecoccs ceen 176.5 168.2 ——=== e 173.2 —==-= 177.4 === e 179.1 === --——— 180.5
San Diego, Calif. eccevecvececeris  mmm—mm —meee ——==  176.6 —==== —===  180.6 —m———  ————— 184.1  ——=== e 186.6  ——==-
San Francisco-0Oakland, Calif..... 180.8 172.3  —==== ———— 176.0 ——===  ———— 180.7 ===m= e 184.0 —====  ————o 187.3
Scranton, Pa3 cevereriiiiiiiinnnn 176.8  —=mmm  —mmee 179.0  ————- —————  181.3  —mmmm ————e 182.8  ————-
Seattle, Wash ceccovccresencanses 171.4 ————- ———  176.2 —==—- ———==  180.2  —=m== ————- 182.5 ————-
Washington, D.C.-Md.-Va...ecveven 178.4  ~—==m —mme- 182.2 © —=p—if c———r 185.5 @ re==E= memse 188.1 ===

lThe areas listed include not only the central city but the entire urban portion of the Standard Metropolitan Statistical
Area, as defined for the 1960 Census of Population; except that the Standard Consolidated Area is used for New York and Chicago.

2Average of 56 "cities" (metropolitan and nonmetropolitan urban places beginning January 1966).

3Old series (old market basket compo

NOTE: All items are computed monthly for 5 areas and once every 3 months on a rotating cycle for other areas.

nents) .

SOURCE: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Monthly Labor Review, 101 (February 1978), p. 92.




TABLE 2.--Index Point Change and Percent Change in the
Consumer Price Index, Monthly and 13 Month Span

Monthly 13 Month Span

(October 1977 (October 1976
to November 1977) to October 1977)

Index Point Change

CPIL 185.4 184.5
Less previous index 184.5 173.3
Equals index point change: 0.9 11.2

Percent Change

Index point difference 059 13.2

Divided by the previous index 184.5 173.3

Equals : 0.005 0.065
Results multiplied by one hundred 0.005 x 100 0.065 x 100
Equals percent change: 0.5 6:5

FIGURE 1.--Annual Monthly Average Fercent Change in Consumer Price
Indexes, 1966 to 1977, All Items (1967=100)

100

R

12 11.0%
11

Percent
Charge

2.9%

O NWHLULON

1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977

Years

SOURCE: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Monthly Labor Review, 101 (March 1978), p. 81l.
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Use of the CPI for negotiating employee salaries.—-During the 1970s, the negotiating efforts of

many teacher unions and other school employee bargaining groups focused on "cost—of-1living"
(COL) adjustments in salaries based on the Consumer Price Index as well as other compensations.
Use of the CPI for negotiating COL adjustments in teacher salaries presents school boards and
school administrators with additional concerns. COL clauses without a cap are open~ended
agreements to pay unknown amounts that may provide salary increases which school boards might
be unable to provide. The ERS Information Aid titled Cost-of-Living Adjustments in Teacher
Contracts: Pros and Cons describes the position of labor and management in relation to COL
clauses in these words:

With prices continuing to soar and with no end in sight, labor organizations

feel obliged to press for collective bargaining agreements that would at least keep

salaries and wages abreast of consumer price increases and that would prevent

erosion of the economic position of the employees they represent. Consequently,

COL provisions automatically triggering salary and wage increases without further

bargaining and without running the risk of further economic hardship due to strikes

are advocated by labor organizations, and COL clauses often are pressed when
bargaining for new contracts.

Employers, on the other hand, tend to take the opposite view. Faced with slow
sales, reduced revenue, employee reductions-in-force, rapidly increasing costs in
nearly all budget categories, and an uncertain economic future, employers are
reluctant to agree to open—ended COL clauses in new contracts, especially when these
could result in substantial increases in salaries and wages. Many employers faced
with these conditions feel that they cannot in good faith agree to COL provisions
that they very likely would be unable to keep. Under these conditions of stagfla-
tion many employers reject COL proposals by labor and resort to seeking settlements
of short duration that call for specific salary and wage adjustments which manage-
ment believes can be funded in the immediate future.

Figure 2 compares changes in the biennial average maximum scheduled salaries for teachers
in school systems of 25,000 or more pupils with changes in the national biennial average CPI.
In the middle and late 1960s, the figure indicates that percent increases in teacher salaries
were much greater than increases in the CPI. By the mid-1970s, however, conditions had reversed
and the CPI was increasing much faster than teacher salaries. In the mid-1970s, a number of
local teacher unions and school boards faced frustration and embarrassment when local school
boards were unable to obtain the revenue necessary to fund steep increases called for in COL
clauses contained in bargained contracts. In some cases school boards with clauses previously
negotiated without caps calling for COL increases in teacher salaries of 10 to 12 percent found

themselves able to fund increases of no more than 4 or 5 percent.

Limitations of the CPI.—-While the use of the Consumer Price Index to determine COL adjustments

in staff salaries presents specific concerns for school boards and school administrators, many
persons and groups have pointed out still other problems in its use. The CPI is not a true

gauge of the cost-of-living for professional workers, but rather an indicator of price changes

of things the average family of an urban wage earner and clerical worker buys. It reflects price
movements based on expenditure patterns, not changes in income levels and income-related taxes.

Also, the use of the CPI in COL adjustments is inadequate for persoms on the lowest salary levels
who spend proportionally more on necessities than on other items. BLS data indicate that

necessities are increasing in price faster than other items.



FIGURE 2.--Percent Increase in Biennial Mean Maximum Scheduled Salaries for Teachers
in School Systems with 25,000 or More Pupils Compared with Percent
Increase in the Biennial Average Consumer Price Index,
1963-64 to 1977-78
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SOURCES: Data for the CPI: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.
Data for Teacher Salaries: Educational Research Service. Salaries Scheduled for Admin-
istrative and Supervisory Persomnel in Public Schools, 1973-74 (1973), p. 27 and Scheduled
Salaries for Professional Persomnel in Public Schools, 1977-78 (1978), p. 22.




Other weaknesses limit the CPI's effectiveness as a national yardstick of price change,
among them the following, noted in the ERS publication Cost-of-Living Adjustments in Teacher
Contracts: Pros and Cons:

e It is not an exact measure of price change since it masks the fact that some
prices have risen more than others.

e It measures price changes only, and none of the other factors that affect
living expenses, such as income and personal property taxes.

e It cannot be used to contrast accuratedy the living costs between cities since
the index shows only the difference between two periods of time, not between
two cities at the same time.

e It is slow to reflect changes in consumer buying habits. As prices rise
consumers make any number of substitutions, thereby deviating from the
original consumption of the market basket. Also, consumers buy new pro-
ducts as they are introduced and change their preferences for current
market goods.

e It does not reflect such non-cash consumption as home-grown food.

e It is biased toward price movements in urban areas.

e It contains data that are almost two months 0ld by the date of the publication.



The New and Revised Consumer Price Indexes

Because of the inherent limitations of the CPI as a true gauge for measuring the change
in purchasing power of urban consumers, the Bureau of Labor Statistics has instituted a new
index and revised the former index. The changes, as announced in various CPI press releases

issued by BLS, are described below:

Two indexes will be published monthly.--When BLS announced its intention in 1974 to discontinue

the CPI for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers and to broaden the coverage of the CPI to
include all urban households, labor leaders urged the Bureau to reconsider. Unions were familiar
with the present CPI and many had incorporated it into COL adjustments in existing contracts.
Labor union officials argued that a new set of data covering other groups whose market place
experience was different from that of wage and salaried workers would not be acceptable to
management and labor for collective bargaining purposes. In order to represent the consumer
price experiences of traditional users of the CPI as well as the experiences of all consumers,

BLS decided to issue two indexes. The Bureau's description of the two indexes follows:

The CPI for All Urban Consumers includes, in addition to wage earners and
clerical workers, groups which historically have been excluded from CPI coverage
such as professional, managerial, and technical workers, the self-employed, short-
term workers, the unemployed, and retirees and others not in the labor force. At
the national level, this index covers approximately 80 percent of the total non-
institutional civilian population of the United Sates. The revised CPI for Urban
Wage Earners and Clerical Workers (revised CPI-W) represents about one-half of the
population covered by the CPI for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U). (Neither index
includes persons in the military services or in institutions, or persons living
outside urban areas such as farm families.)

The CPI is based on prices of food, clothing, shelter, fuel, drugs, trans-
portation fares, doctor's and dentist's fees, and other goods and services that
people buy for day-to-day living. The quantity and quality of these items are
kept essentially unchanged between major revisions so that only price changes
will be measured. Prices are collected from over 18,000 tenants, 24,000 retail
establishments, and 18,000 housing units for property taxes in 85 urban areas
across the country. All taxes directly associated with the purchase and use of
items are included in the index. Because the CPI's are based on the expenditures
of two population groups in 1972-73, they may not accurately reflect the exper-
ience of individual families and single persons with different buying habits.
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The unrevised CPI will be published through June 1978.--

"BLS will publish the unrevised CPI for 6 months so that those who have diffi-
culty making the transition quickly to the revised CPI or to the new CPI will have

some extra time.'*

The new and revised indexes will be linked to the unrevised index.--

"Both the new CPI-U and the revised CPI-W form a continuous series with the

unrevised CPI-W. For the national index and for the five areas for which indexes

are published monthly, this was accomplished through a process called pivoting in
which the new and revised indexes were set equal to the unrevised CPI as of December
1977. Each index will move upward or downward from that level in accordance with
subsequent changes in prices. Indexes for areas were pivoted or will be pivoted

in accordance with the schedule shown in Table [31."

The base period will continue to be 1967.--

N "The standard reference base period for the revised and the new CPI remains

1967=100, the same as for the unrevised index."

The number of area CPIs and frequency of publication of area indexes are increased.--

"The number of CPI's for local areas was expanded to 28 from 24*%* in the unrevised
series. The four additional indexes cover Miami, Florida; Portland, Oregon; Scranton,
Pennsylvania; and Denver, Colorado. With the exception of Miami (base period - Nov.
1977) and Anchorage (base period - Oct. 1967), the base period for the area indexes
remains 1967=100.

"The U. S. index and those for the five largest cities will continue to be
published monthly. Indexes for all other areas will be published bi-monthly instead
of quarterly as at present. (See Table [3].) The change from quarterly to bi-monthly
publication schedules for local area indexes in the revised CPI may present problems
for some users of the CPI. The Bureau is prepared to provide, upon request, estimates
of revised local area indexes for those months covered under the previous quarterly
publication schedule but not under the bi-monthly schedule. Note that area indexes
for the unrevised Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers (unrevised CPI-W) - both
for monthly and quarterly publication areas—-will be terminated with publication of the

June 1978 index."

*
Quotation marks used in this chapter indicate material taken verbatim from BLS press releases

and the Monthly Labor Review.

**The Washington, D.C., BLS office presently reports unrevised CPI-W data on 23 local areas.
A spokesperson for BLS in Washington explained that the Bureau office in San Francisco has been

reporting CPI data for the Anchorage, Alaska area over a period of time. Data for Anchorage
have not appeared in previous reports issued by the Washington office but are being reported
nationally for the new CPI-U and the revised CPI-W.
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TABLE 3.--Pricing Schedule for Local Areas in the Consumer Price Index

Reference month

Reference month
for first published index
Pivot Month of

New and revised indexes

Unrevised*

. . 4
new and revised indexes

Monthly

Chicago, Ill,~Noxrthwestern Ind. .ssevsesssniseeensssess

Detrodit, MICH ;5.6 ss s 5 s s o s s o 5 550 578 s 6 08 68 608 60 6 515 o
Los Angeles--Long Beach, Anaheim, Calif...............
New York, N.Y.--Northeastern N.J.....ceeveecocnas o s wive
Philadelphia, Penn-N.J......ceeeeroeneceooancocccnannnes

January,March,May,July,September ,November

Miami, Flal RS ESE AR AR OE R RN S B e e 5% s 5w

Midwaukee, WASH v s sk s s ovs om 6§ 5 58 515 8 5 06 5l o0 5 5 5 e 505 58

Northeast, Pa (Seranton).......:sssesmemesese s S

San Diego, Calalil . sy s v wssie mm sis s 5 8 s 50 605 8 516 B8 w5 548 & 598 508 59
Seattle-EVerett, WABH & i fwsidew o om s o B mid sl s o s s s 400
Washington, D.C.-Md.-Va........cveveueenononconan e

Anchorage, Alaska2 ........................ o im win = o e e i D

BOStoms MASE & uie 3.6 5565 56 518 508 508 6.5 5 5 5 o0kl 515 5 18 5 618 516 5l 598 5 B0d oo

Denver-Boulder, Colo............. T PP R o 6
Portland, Ore.=Wash ;.;auvevmemsssamemsss oess sesws e e s

Baltimore, Md ,........ & 6 8 548 w0 88 oo we s o 8 e WS #9088 s e 8 .
Cincinnati, Ohio-Ky.-Ind........coveveveeennnens e
St. Louis, Mo.~-Ill ..ccevcee W ierd @ 8 oUH @ 88 (0 8 91 8 e wue 6 1o 8 s s WU

February,April,June,August,October,December

Atlanta, Ga ecceccccccocscs EEERR ceccccseeneccesscssensanns
Honolulu, Hawaii ecccecvceccccecccccscccccccoonnans cieann
Kansas City, Mo-Kan-..-.-.- teeesecsessacsses s aenns cecenan
San Francisco--0Oakland, Calif.ccccocccecsecncs esessenansae

Buffalo, NoY. ceeeeeernonececconnosasenocsssssnccscscnns

Cleveland, Ohio ceecocscoccccsccces cecessensnaesnaanen

Dallas-Ft. Worth, TeXaSeseeecoccesccocsaocnnn ceseenecens

Houston, TexXas ececeecescosse A S e

Minneapolis, St. Paul, Minn.-Wis....... R
Pittsburgh, Penn «ceccecccccccns O A oo

December 1977

"

January 1978
1"

RRRRR

N

NN

January 1978

[

" "

3 March 1978 May 1978

w W

" "

December 1977 February 1978
n "

" "

W www

" n

N N

February 1978 April 1978
T "
2 n "

April 1978 June 1978
" "

o

n "

1/

—'Miami base period - November 1977; no index
in the old series for Miami.

g-/Anchorage, Alaska base period, October
1967=100.

-Q/Pivot month: The month in which the indexes
for the unrevised series and the new and revised
series are set at the same level; each index will
move upward or downward from that level in accordance
with subsequent changes in prices.

A/Data will appear in a press release sched-
uled to be issued before the end of the month
following the reference month.

*Pricing schedule - unrevised CPIL
M--Every month.
l1--January, April, July, and October
2--February, May, August, and November
3--March, June, September, and December

NOTE: Area indexes for the unrevised series--both
for monthly and quarterly areas--will be terminated
with publication of the June 1978 index. The change
from quarterly to bimonthly publication schedules for
local area indexes in the revised CPI may present
problems for some users of the CPI. The Bureau is
prepared to provide, upon request, estimates of
revised local area indexes for those months

covered under the previous quarterly publication
schedule but not under the new bimonthly schedule.

SOURCE: Bureau of Labor Statistics ., The Consumer Price Index--April 1978, May 31, 1978, p. 13.
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A regional CPI cross-classified by population size will be introduced.--

"New regional CPI's cross-classified by population size were introduced with

the release of the February 1978 data. These indexes will enable users in local
areas for which an index is not published to get a better approximation of the CPI
for their area by using the appropriate population-size class measure for their
region. These indexes, which will be published bimonthly, are based on December
1977=100. (See Tables [D, E, and H in the Appendix].)

"The ability to produce this information results from a major expansion in the
number of areas in which price data are collected for the new and the revised CPI--
to 85 from 56 urban areas in the unrevised index. The sample for the unrevised
index was based on the 1960 Census of Population. The 85-area design is a probability
sample of urban areas based on the 1970 Census of Population.

"Indexes by regions only and population-size, previously published on a quarterly
basis——in March, June, September, and December--will also be published bimonthly,

starting with the February 1978 data."

Changes have been made in the methods of collecting price data and in the process of product

>
selection for pricing.--

"Improvements were made in obtaining the updated 1972-73 consumption weights
for the CPI through changes in sample design and collection methods. . . .

"Substantial improvements were also made in the method of selecting retail
stores in which price data are collected for the CPI. The selection of retail
stores was based, for the most part, on the results of a household survey--
referred to as the Point-of-Purchase Survey--in which families across the
country were asked for information on the name, location, and amount spent in
retail stores for many different categories of goods and services. Data pro-
vided from this household survey have been used to develop a consistent, ob-
jective, and scientifically-based sample of retail stores and service establish-
ments for the CPI.

"In addition, a major change in the process of item selection for pricing
within stores was introduced. For the unrevised CPI, data collectors select
items conforming to detailed specifications, which are basically the same for
every store across the country. For the new and the revised CPI's, the selection
of each detailed item is keyed to the sales experience of the store in which it
is priced. Data collectors work from a list of fairly general categories in
selecting the item to be priced over time. The new procedure gives each variety,
brand, size, etc., a chance of selection proportional to its importance in total
sales for the general category in the particular store. Once selected, the same
item is priced over time. As a result, a considerably larger range of goods and
services will be priced, giving a much better representation of the varieties that

exist in the market place."
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CPI price data will be more representative of the month as a whole.--

"Timeliness of data. Food items in the CPI--which were priced in the first

week of each month in the unrevised series--will be priced during the entire
month for the new and revised series. This change makes pricing for the food
component consistent with pricing for the other components of the CPI.

"The collection of prices of other items is being spread more evenly over
the month, and prices collected on a quarterly cycle for the unrevised series
will be collected on a bi-monthly cycle.

""Consequently, the new and revised CPI will be more representative of the

month as a whole, and price changes will be reflected more quickly."

Data will be presented differently.--

"The [unrevised] CPI is discussed primarily in terms of food, other commodities,
and services. Starting with the January 1978 data, the emphasis in the press
release text will shift to the major categories of consumption as viewed by most
American families--for example, housing, transportation, etc., rather than
nondurables or durable goods. Within each household budget category, however,
information will be provided separately for commodities and services, a
distinction which is often important to economic analysis. The [tables in the
Appendix] show the categories which will be used as a basis for discussion in the

CPI release each month."

Table 4 provides data on the Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers
and the percent change in the CPI-W for all items and seven major consumer goods categories from
1967 to 1977. Table 5 presents a comparison of the changes in the unrevised, revised, and new

CPIs, from March 1978 to April 1978, not seasonally adjusted.



TABLE 4.--Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers,

Annual Averages and Changes, 1967-77 (1967=100)

All items EOOd Al Housing Appa;el Al Transportation Medzczl Entertainment Other goods
Year everages upkeep car and services
Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent
CPI
change change change change change change change change
1967 100.0 s 100.0 Wi 100.0 o 100.0 oo 100.0 X 100.0 e 100.0 5l %6 100.0 w e
1968 104.2 4,2 103.6 3.6 104.0 4.0 105.4 5.4 103.2 3.2 106.1 6.1 105.7 5.7 105.2 5.2
1969 109.8 5.4 108.8 5.0 110.4 6.2 111.5 5.8 107.2 359 113.4 6.9 111.0 5.0 110.4 4.9
1970 116.3 5.9 114.7 5.4 118.2 7.1 116.1 4,1 112.7 5.1 120.6 6.3 116.7 5.1 116.8 5.8
1971 121.3 4.3 118.3 3.1 123.4 4.4 119.8 32 118.6 5.2 128.4 6.5 122.9 5.3 122.4 4.8
1972 125.3 3.3 123.2 4.1 128.1 3.8 122.3 2.1 119.9 1.1 132.5 3.2 126.5 2.9 127.5 4.2
1973 133.1 6.2 139.5 13.2 133.7 4.4 126.8 3 123.8 3:3 137.7 3.9 130.0 2.8 132.5 3.9
1974 147.7 11.0 158.7 13.8 148.8 11.3 136.2 7.4 137.7 11.2 150.5 9.3 139.8 7D 142.0 7.2
1975 161.2 9.1 172.1 8.4 164.5 10.6 142.3 4.5 150.6 9.4 168.6 12.0 152.2 8.9 153.9 8.4
1976 170.5 5.8 177.4 3.1 174.6 6.1 147.6 3.7 165.5 9.9 184.7 9.5 1598 5.0 162.7 S5
1977 181.5 6.5 188.0 6.0 186.5 6.8 154.2 &y D 177.2 7.1 202.4 9.6 167.7 4.9 172.2 5.8
SOURCE: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Momthly Labor Review, 101 (May 1978), p. 97.

Vi
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TABLE 5.--Comparison of Changes in the CPI-U, Revised CPI-W, and Unrevised CPI-W,
from March 1978 to April 1978, Not Seasonally Adjusted

CPI-U revised CPI-W unrevised CPI-W
Expenditure Index Percent Change Index Percent Change Index Percent Change
Cgte o Apr. Mar. 1978 to Apr. Mar. 1978 to Apr. Mar. 1978 to
S 1978 Apr. 1978 1978 Apr. 1978 1978 Apr. 1978
All Items 1/ 191.5 .9 191.4 .9 191.3 .8
Food and beverages™ 202.6 1.6 202.2 1.5 200.8 1.0
Housing2/ 198.3 .8 198.1 il 197.5 .7
Apparel and upkeep 158.4 1.2 158.1 1.3 159.2 5
Transportation 181.1 .7 181.3 .7 181.2 .8
Medical care 215.7 «6 215.6 .6 216.4 .7
Entertainment~ 4/ 175.6 .9 175.3 .7 174.4 wD
Other goods and services— 179.8 «3 180.1 <3 180.8 4
l'/Includes alcoholic beverages, formerly in "Other goods and services."
g/Includes TV and sound equipment and repairs, formerly in "Health and recreation."
Q/New series.
4/

—' Includes personal care and education-related expenses, formerly found in "Health and recreation."

SOURCE:

Bureau of Labor Statistics.

The Consumer Price Index--April 1978, May 31, 1978, p. 6 and Table 1.



16

Family Budgets

Unlike the Consumer Price Index for selected areas, the Bureau of Labor Statistics' Family
Budgets can be used to estimate differences in living costs among different urban centers.

The most recent data on family budgets are found in the Autumn 1977 Urban Family Budgets
and Comparative Indexes for Selected Urban Areas which was published on April 26, 1978.

The Family Budgets are based on estimates of costs for a hypothetical family rather than on
compilation of actual expenditures by families. The "average, well established family," as
defined for this budget, includes a 38-year-old fully-employed husband, a non-working wife, a

13-year-old son, and an 8-year-old daughter.

Three Economic Levels.--The Bureau of Labor Statistics supplies budget costs for three family

economic levels: low, intermediate, and high. (The "lower'" budget does not represent a
minimal or subsistence level of existence.) As shown in Table 6, the average national budgets
for an urban family of four for autumn 1977 are: $10,481 for a lower budget level, $17,106 for
an intermediate budget level, and $25,202 for a higher budget level.

Budgets for each of the three levels also are listed by urban and geographical areas, as
depicted in Table 7. These budgets allow for comparison of the "cost of living' among different
metropolitan centers and can be of use in comparing the salary requirements of educational
personnel in different urban areas. Total budget levels were lowest in small cities in the South.
In general, budgets for metropolitan areas are higher than those for nonmmetropolitan urban areas
(places with 2,500 to 50,000 population). The difference in Autumn 1977 budgets between
metropolitan and nonmetropolitan areas was 8.6 percent at the lower level budget, 13.5 percent
at the intermediate level, and 19.6 percent at the higher level. The percent that one area is

above another may be computed as shown in Table 8.

Bases for Estimates.—-The family budgets are compiled using figures from the Consumer Price

Indexes and based on assumptions of how families at different economic levels maintain their
standard of living in urban areas. The Bureau of Labor Statistics does not publish comparative

data for rural families.



TABLE 6.--Annual Costs of Lower, Intermediate, and Higher Budgets

for a Four Person Family _l./,

Autumn 1977

Lower Intermediate Higher
Area Budget Budget Budget
Level-g/ Level 2/ Level Z/
URBAN UNITED STATES . g........... ... §$ 10,481 $ 17,106 $ 25,202
METROPOLITAN AREAS ~'....... 5% sk 5 10,636 17,498 25,983
NONMETROPOLITAN AREAS 4/.......... 9,790 15,353 21,712
NORTHEAST :
BOSTON; MASS. v s sweie s s 5 59 & 9ilse 11,481 20,609 31,199
BUFFALO, N. Yivervorurruooenennnnn 10,681 18,298 26,818
HARTFORD, CONN ........ ceeeeenen.. 10,872 17,796 25,006
LANCASTER, PA ...icieeeroconnnnnns 10,089 16,322 23,273
NEW YORK-NORTHEASTERN, N.J. ...... 11,155 19,972 31,655
PHILADELPHIA, PA-N.J...vvvvnnnn.. 10,897 17,792 25,933
PITTSBURGH, PAu voevvenreeeneennn 10,216 16,516 24,016
PORTLAND, MAINE ...... VERETRRPITS 10,904 17,578 24,796
NONMETROPOLITAN AREAS — ..cvveeens 10,337 17,052 23,645
NORTH CENTRAL:
CEDAR RAPIDS, TOWA wvvevrvneeennns 10,170 16,681 24,295
CHAMPAIGN—-URBANA, ILL.uuvvevnnnnn. 10,896 17,223 25,126
CHICAGO, ILL.-NORTHWESTERN IND. ., 10,789 175330 25,006
CINCINNATI, OHIO-KY.-IND ..c...c... 9,940 16,547 23,289
CLEVELAND, OHTO v s & sins & & wisa s s 10,476 17,411 25,010
DAYTON, OHIO +vevvncennnrocnannans 9,778 15,695 23,185
DETROIT, MICH.ccccoeevcorsecsnnnnne 10,400 17,427 25,550
GREEN BAY, WIS tevveeerervennncnns 9,905 16,768 25,114
INDIANAPOLIS, IND. ccccevocccccnes 10,179 16,695 23,806
KANSAS CITY, MO.-KANS ............ 10,153 16,486 24,384
MILWAUKEE, WIS eeveuvenennennans 10,610 18,230 26,695
MINNEAPOLIS~-ST. PAUL, MINN ....... 10,471 17,813 26,118
ST. LOUIS, MO.=ILL suuuvureeenennnn 10,043 16,377 23,683
WICHITA, KANS ..o.v.n.. VIRTREPRPR 10,310 15,994 23,168
NONMETROPOLITAN AREAS —'.......... 10,069 15,658 22,280
SOUTH:
ATLANTA, GA ..vvvrrrernrennnnnnns 9,594 15,483 22,584
AUSTIN; TEX sies'swmwis s swiv s s wive & sws 9,286 14,776 21,727
BALTIMORE, MD tevveececonccononnnn 10,796 17,204 25,308
BATON ROUGE, LA ...ccvvevencenncns 9,572 15,283 22,695
DALLAS, TEX .cicscncsosiossncessnse 9,618 154313 22,500
DURBAM; N.C. swwsosenesnssnwsesion 9,989 16,369 23,514
HOUSTON; TEX v e awe o s wins s sinies &0 9,921 15,488 22,421
NASHVILLE, TENN ...ccevvevvecocens 9,413 15,290 22,206
ORLANDO; FLA cwwaswwnss wvesviosssos 9,661 14,910 21,832
WASHINGTON, D.C.—MD.—V%, .......... 11,084 18,026 26,454
NONMETROPOLITAN AREAS —'.......... 9,202 14,471 20,584
WEST:
BAKERSVILLE, CALIFE e« civoeenionsone 10,199 15,686 22,329
DENVER, COLO vtvvuvvennnernennns ... 10,188 16,711 24,377
LOS ANGELES-LONG BEACH, CALIF .... 11,134 17,126 25,880
SAN DIEGO; ‘CALLF ¢ isis s smwss s susia s sase 10,591 16,721 24,908
SAN FRANCISCO-OAKLAND, CALIF ..... 11,601 18,519 27,418
SEATTLE-EVERETT, WASH......c...... 11,397 17,211 24,487
HONOLULU ©+eoeececooeen SIS & SIS 6 2 13,280 20,883 31,897
NONMETROPOLITAN AREAS —'...eveeenn 10,453 15,334 21,703
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA ....cciitiiveeennnn 17,5375 24,019 34,620

i/The family consists of an employed husband, age 38, a wife not
employed outside the home, an 8-year-old girl, and a 13-year-old boy.

2/

—'Total budget costs include personal income taxes, social security,
other items and total consumption.

3/

~"As defined in 1960-61.

For a detailed description of these and

previous geographical boundaries, see the 1967 edition of Standard Metro-
politan Statistical Areas, prepared by the Office of Management and Budget.

4/

—'Places with population of 2,500 to 50,000.

SOURCE:

Bureau of Labor Statistics. Autumn 1977 Family Budgets and Com-
parative Indexes for Selected Urban Areas, April 26, 1978.

17
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TABLE 7.--Indexes of Comparative Costs Based on Lower, Intermediate,
and Higher Budgets for a Four Person Family l., Autumn 1977
(U.S. Urban Average Cost=100)

Lower Intermediate Higher
Area Budget Budget Budget
Level Level Level
URBAN UNITED STATES . PYEEEIE 100 100 100
METROPOLITAN AREAS. ./3 .. .. 101 102 103
NONMETROPOLITAN AREAS /. . . . 93 90 86
NORTHEAST:
BOSTON, MASS. . + « « « « « « & 110 120 124
BUFFALO, N.Y. © . « « « &« « « =« 102 107 106
HARTFORD, CONN. . . « « « « « =« 104 104 99
LANCASTER, PA. it als & & & w.is 96 95 92
NEW YORK-NORTHEASTERN, N.J. . . 106 117 126
PHILADELPHIA, PA.-N.J . . . . . 104 104 103
PITTSBURGH, PA. . . . . « « « . 97 97 95
PORTLAND, MAINE . . . . Yl 104 103 98
NONMETROPOLITAN AREAS . ./. A 99 100 94
NORTH CENTRAL:
CEDAR RAPIDS, IOWA. . . . . . . 97 98 96
CHAMPAIGN-URBANA, ILL . . . . . 104 101 100
CHICAGO, ILL.-NORTHWESTERN IND. 103 101 99
CINCINNATI, OHIO-KY,-IND. . . . 95 97 92
CLEVELAND, OHIO . . . . . . . . 100 102 99
DAYTON, OHIO. . . « « & « « o =« 93 92 92
DETROIT, MICH . . « « « « « « =« 99 102 101
GREEN BAY, WIS. . . . . « « « =« 95 98 100
INDIANAPOLIS, IND . . . « « « . 97 98 94
KANSAS CITY, MO.-KANS . . . . . 97 96 97
MILWAUKEE, WIS. . . . « « « « =« 101 107 106
MINNEAPOLIS-ST. PAUL, MINN. . . 100 104 104
ST. LOUIS, MO.-ILL. . . . . . . 96 96 94
WICHITA, KANS . . . . . 4. . . 98 93 92
NONMETROPOLITAN AREAS . /. . . 96 92 88
SOUTH:
ATLANTA, GA . . « ¢« « « « « o & 92 91 90
AUSTIN, TEX o« <« de e o o o o 3 89 86 86
BALTIMORE, MD . . . « « « « - - 103 101 100
BATON ROUGE, LA . . . . « . « =« 91 89 90
DALEAS, TEX v o o s o o o = o 92 90 89
DURHAM, N.C . . « « « « « o o« =« 95 96 93
HOUSTON, TEX. . « « « « &« « « =« 95 91 89
NASHVILLE, TENN . . . « « . . . 90 89 88
ORLANDO, FLA. . . « « « « « « & 92 87 87
WASHINGTON, D.C.-MD.-VA T 106 105 105
NONMETROPOLITAN AREAS . ./. 88 85 82
WEST:
BAKERSFIELD, CALIF. . . . . .« . 97 92 89
DENVER, COLO . . . « « « « « =« 97 98 97
10S ANGELES-LONG BEACH, CALIF . 106 100 103
SAN DIEGO, CALIF. . . . . . . . 101 98 99
SAN FRANCISCO-OAKLAND, CALIF. . 111 108 109
SEATTLE-EVERETT, WASH . . . . . 109 101 97
HONOLULU. . . . « « « = T 127 122 127
NONMETROPOLITAN AREAS . /. . . 100 90 86
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA . . . . . . . . 166 140 137

l/The family consists of an employed husband, age 38, a wife not
employed outside the home, an 8-year-old girl, and a 13-year-old boy.

Z/As defined in 1960-61. TFor a detailed description of these and
previous geographical boundaries, see the 1967 edition of Standard Metro-
politan Statistical Areas, prepared by the Office of Management and Budget.

Q/Places with population of 2,500 to 50,000.

SOURCE: Bureau of Labor Statistics. Autumn 1977 Family Budgets and Com-
parative Indexes for Selected Urban Areas, April 26, 1978.
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TABLE 8.--Computation of Area Differences between Metropolitan
and Nonmetropolitan Areas, Lower Level Budget

Index Point Difference

Index for metropolitan areas (lower level budget-Table 7) 101
Less index for nonmetropolitan areas (Lower level budget) 93
Difference in index points )
Percent Difference
Index point difference 8
Divided by the nonmetropolitan.index 93
Equals .086
Results multiplied by one hundred .086 x 100
Equals percent difference (metropolitan above nonmetropolitan) 8.6

The quantities of goods and services, methods of calculation, and sources of data used by the
Bureau of Labor Statistics to compute family budgets are detailed in BLS Bulletin 1570-5, Three
Standards of Living for an Urban Family of Four Persons (Spring 1967). Copies may be obtained
for $4.7? each from the National Technical Information Service, U. S. Department of Commerce,
Springfield, Virginia 22151. Specify accession number PB 227542/LK. A supplement, with budgets
for spring 1969-70, is available from any BLS regional office listed at the end of this

Information Aid.
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The Producer Price Indexes

While the Consumer Price Index and the Family Budgets can serve school administrators in esti-
mating changes in employee purchasing power and in gauging the rate of retail price increases in
household consumer goods and services, they are of little help in estimating changes in the prices
of many commercial goods and services needed by school systems. The Producer Price Indexes (known
as the Wholesale Price Index until spring 1978) of the Bureau of Labor Statistics can be useful in
estimating increases in commodity prices in primary markets. Presented in Table 9 are the Wholesale
(Producer) Price Index and percent changes in the Wholesale (Producer) Price Index from 1967 to
1977. The Producer Price Indexes are published monthly by BLS; selected tables from the indexes
also can be found in the Monthly Labor Review.

The U.S. government does not publish a special index of price changes of goods specifically
purchased by schools. However, data on commodities of particular interest to educational adminis-
trators can be selected from the Producer Price Indexes, as illustrated in Table 10. As with the
Consumer Price Index, the base year used by BLS for the Producer Price Indexes is 1967. Therefore,
the price for all commodities in primary markets in March 1978 was 103.8 percent more than the 1967
annual average price, since the index for 1967 equals 100.0 and for March 1978 equals 203.8. Table
10 presents data on the Producer Price Indexes for commodity groups for March 1978, for each of the
previous 12 months, and the 1977 annual average. Data on the Producer Price Indexes found in BLS
publications are based on seasonally unadjusted figures unless otherwise noted. In analyzing
price increases from March 1977 to March 1978, the following percent changes occurred: the prices
of all commodities in primary markets increased 6 percent (from Producer Price Index 192.0 to 203.8);
the price of farm products, processed foods, and feeds increased 5 percent (190.9 to 200.3); and the
price of industrial commodities increased 6 percent (191.7 to 204.1).

Fuels, related products, and power prices increased 7 percent between March 1977 and March 1978,
In this group, gas fuels showed the highest rate of price increase, 14 percent. Prices for electric
power increased 12 percent, while both coke and crude petroleum prices each increased 9 percent.
Coal increased 7 percent and refined petroleum products, 3 percent.

Lumber and wood products increased 16 percent during this 12 month period. Transportation
equipment prices and prices of metal and metal products each increased 7 percent. Prices of fur-
niture and household durables increased 5 percent., The price of rubber and plastic products and
the price of pulp, paper, and allied products each increased 4 percent.

The procedure for calculating and using percent changes in the Producer Price Indexes are the

same as those for the Consumer Price Index (See Table 2 on page 5).



TABLE 9.--Wholesale Price Index and Percent Changes in the Wholesale Price Index
for All Commodities; Farm Products, Processed Foods and Feeds; and
Industrial Commodities, 1967 to 1977 (1967=100.0)

Wholesale Prices

Farm products,

All commodities processed foods Indus?r%al
Year commodities
and feeds
Trdes Percent Tades Percent tElas Percent
change change change
1967 100.0 a2 100.0 -3.4 100.0 LD
1968 102.5 2.5 102.4 2.4 102.5 235
1969 106.5 3:9 108.0 555 106.0 3l
1970 110.4 3.7 111.7 3.4 110.0 3.8
1971 114.0 33 113 .9 2.0 114, 3 7
1972 119.1 4.5 122.4 75 117.9 3:3
1973 134.7 13.1 159.1 30.0 125.9 6.8
1974 160.1 18.9 177.4 11..5 153.8 22:2
1975 174.9 9.2 184.2 3.8 171.5 11.5
1976 182.9 4.6 183.1 -.6 182.3 6.3
1977 194.2 6.1 188.8 31 195.1 7.0

SOURCE: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Monthly Labor Review, 101 (March 1978), p. 81.
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TABLE 10.--Producer Price Indexes, by Commodity Groupings

(1967=100 Unless Otherwise Specified)

Annual 1977 1978
Code Commodity group g
» 1977 Mar. Apr. May June July Aug | Sept’ [ Oct' Nov. Dec. Jan, Feb. Mar.
All commodities ... :...vue snmas smmen 1942 192.0 194.4 195.2 1945 1948 1946 195.3 196.3 197.0 198.2 199.9 202.0 2038
All commodities (1957-59 = 100) _....... 2060 | 2037 | 2062 | 2070 | 2063 | 2066 | 2065 | 2072 | 2082 | 2090 | 2103 | 2121 2143 | 2162
Farm products and processed foods and
10008 o s s smmmme s 188.8 190.9 1959 | 1968 | 1915 | 1887 | 1843 1844 | 1843 | 1868 | 1895 | 1921 1966 | 2003
Industrial commodities . ........._.___. 195.1 191.7 1933 | 1942 | 1947 | 1959 | 1969 | 1978 | 1991 199.2 | 2000 | 2015 | 2028 | 204.1
FARM PRODUCTS AND PROCESSED FOODS
AND FEEDS
01 FarmproduetS’ weosms sowes scmnie s aamms 1925 | 2025 | 2082 | 2043 | 1928 | 1902 | 1818 | 1820 | 1820 | 1855 | 1883 | 1922 | 1989 | 2053
01-1 Fresh and dried fruits and vegetables ... ... 1922 | 2192 | 2057 | 2018 | 1763 | 1821 1765 1829 | 1880 | 1929 | 170.1 1971 2046 | 2016
01-2 GraiNS: . o oo cccesbidan - 165.2 1834 184.4 1712 157.7 151.1 140.5 1442 144.7 164.6 167.3 169.1 170.8 1789
01-3 Livestock . ... s 173.0 163.5 167.9 180.2 172.3 180.5 175.2 1729 1775 171.6 182.7 188.2 202.1 208.3
01-4 | Livepoultry ... ... ..... 1754 | 1772 1823 | 1831 1827 | 1937 176.1 1817 | 1705 | 1627 | 1578 | 1702 | 1888 | 1879
01-5 | Plant and animal fibers ....... .| 2023 | 2524 | 2495 | 2386 | 197.3 | 1953 | 1803 | 1658 | 166.9 164.1 161.0 | 1710 | 1744 | 1869
01-6 | Fluidmilk .:.uowpmsaafnass .| 2026 | 1952 | 1977 | 1983 | 1993 | 2027 | 2050 | 2067 | 2096 | 2098 | 2101 2084 | 2097 | 2197
01-7 | EQES - .| 1620 | 1735 | 1652 | 1444 | 1414 | 1566 | 1620 | 1633 | 1376 | 1494 1663 | 1452 | 1703 | 167.4
01-8 | Hay, hayseeds, and oilseeds . ... ........ 2343 | 2780 | 3224 | 2898 | 2702 | 2077 | 196.0 1782 | 1788 1935 1969 | 1984 | 1915 | 2095
01-9 | Other farm products ................. 3254 | 3684 | 3863 | 3586 | 3417 | 3350 | 2920 | 3174 2963 | 3026 | 3026 | 2838 | 2764 | 2741
02 Processed foods and feeds . ............. 186.1 183.9 188.5 1919 190.1 187.2 184.9 184.4 1843 186.7 189.3 1913 1946 196.8
02-1 | Cereal and bakery products ............ 1732 | 1715 | 1716 | 1720 | 1711 1719 | 1721 1746 | 1755 | 1797 1820 | 1836 | 1847 | 1857
02-2 | Meats, poultry, and fish 1820 | 1749 | 1836 | 1835 | 1895 | 1895 | 1827 1828 | 1847 1908 | 1936 | 1936 | 2047 | 2046
02-3 Dairy products - ....... 1734 168.0 1735 1742 1743 175.1 1753 1756 1759 1769 178.2 178.0 1787 180.3
02-4 | Processed fruits and vegetables ......... 1873 | 1840 | 1852 | 1858 | 1877 | 1883 | 1904 | 1911 1904 | 1930 | 1944 | 1944 | 1946 | 1956
02-5 | Sugar and confectionery .............. 1775 | 1802 | 1864 1844 | 1763 | 1713 | 1788 | 1743 | 17041 1778 | 1790 | 1858 | 1938 | 1929
02-6 | Beverages and beverage materials . .. ... .. 2009 | 1996 | 2021 206.1 2079 | 2047 | 2055 | 2048 | 2050 | 2006 | 2013 | 2019 | 2011 200.0
02-71| Animal fatsandoils ......_._.___._.. 2670 | 2530 | 3058 | 3077 | 2799 | 2587 | 2520 | 2436 | 2765 | 2700 | 2632 | 2502 | 2628 | 284.7
02-72| Crude vegetable oils - . .. 1975 | 2229 | 2537 | 2486 | 2296 | 181.0 | 1807 | 1552 | 1643 | 1750 | 1966 | 1859 | 1846 | 2239
02-73| Refined vegetable oils . . . .. 198.9 219.9 229.1 2289 219.2 182.0 1733 162.6 179.7 189.9 2121 2217 2249 2303
02-74| Vegetable oil end products 198.6 1878 206.3 2148 2163 208.7 199.9 201.1 195.1 192.3 1974 1945 1939 206.6
02-8 | Miscellaneous processed foods ... ....... 1900 | 1838 | 1848 | 1924 1929 | 1944 | 1943 1942 | 1939 | 1919 | 1918 | 1935 | 194.1 195.8
02-9 Manufactured animal feeds . .. .. ........ 205.0 2218 2430 2393 2254 188.3 176.7 1747 168.5 194.0 187.5 193.0 1686.3 2008
INDUSTRIAL COMMODITIES
03 Textile products and apparel _............ 154.0 152.4 1537 154.0 154.6 1545 154.6 155.1 155.2 155.3 155.9 156.4 157.0 157.3
03-1 Synthetic fibers' . .. .. ... ... ... ... 107.4 103.2 106.4 107.2 109.2 108.9 109.3 100.4 109.2 109.6 109.6 1103 1105 1105
03-2 | Processed yarns and threads' . . .. ....... 100.9 987 | 1015 | 1023 | 1034 1034 | 1028 | 1021 1012 | 1004 | 1006 | 1006 | 101.0 | 1011
03-3 .| Greyfabrics! .« .wesn smvrmnn ssmama ves 1047 | 1045 | 1050 | 1046 | 1044 | 1049 | 1033 | 1030 | 1037 | 1052 | 1072 | 1089 | 1099 | 1122
034 Finished fabrics! . . 103.6 103.0 104.3 105.0 104.8 104.6 104.6 104.4 104.3 103.3 1034 1034 1035 1029
03-5 Apparel oo sissimme wamas seemee s o 1473 146.0 146.5 146.6 1473 1473 147.8 148.4 148.6 149.1 1494 | --eee | aimen faennn
03-6 | Textile housefurnishings .. ............. 1715 | 1704 | 1704 | 1693 | 1694 | 169.4 1708 | 1744 | 1752 1756 | 1757 | ----- | -e-e- | -----
04 Hides, skins, leather, and related products .... | 1795 1779 179.9 181.9 179.4 180.0 180.2 179.6 179.2 180.3 1818 186.1 1875 | 188.1
04-1 | Hidesandskins .................... 2868 | 2859 | 3050 | 3130 | 2888 | 2915 | 2883 | 2744 | 2666 | 2732 | 2919 | 3004 | 2982 | 2960
04-2 | Leather 201.1 2014 | 2041 2107 | 2023 | 1987 | 2003 | 2005 | 1964 1970 | 2004 | 2108 | 2119 | 2153
04-3. | Foolwear .ucswoasns e casmmss o 1689 | 1664 | 1672 | 1681 1682 | 1698 | 1699 | 1700 | 171.2 1720 | 1721 1738 | 1762 | 1762
04-4 | Other leather and related products . . ... ... 1634 | 1626 | 1632 | 1637 | 1637 1638 | 1642 | 1645 | 1644 164.7 1647 | 1703 | 1705 | 1717
05 | Fuels and related products and power . ..... 3022 | 2937 | 2988 | 3024 | 3043 | 307.0 | 3095 | 3099 | 3107 | 3104 | 3119 | 3128 | 3129 | 3153
05-1 | Coal _._.. .. .. . ...... 3894 | 3788 | 3798 | 3867 | 3905 | 3930 | 3942 | 3951 | 3985 | 400.1 4022 | 4041 | 4051 | 4072
05-2 | Coke ... oo 3794 | 3673 | 3729 | 3751 386.1 386.1 386.1 386.1 386.1 386.1 386.1 | 3884 | 4009 | 4009
05-3 Gas fuelS: oo sries cmapmmmEe s 387.9 3709 379.0 390.2 386.6 3918 400.9 405.2 406.2 4141 4224 4205 | 4179 4236
054 | Electricpower - .. ... ... ... ........ 2329 | 2234 | 2294 | 2305 | 2343 | 2390 | 2446 | 2428 | 2421 2378 | 2372 | 2397 | 2428 | 2500
05-61| Crude petroleum . ..__.............. 2742 | 2700 | 2710 | 2710 | 2718 | 2708 | 2733 | 2761 2786 | 2829 | 288.1 | 2888 | 2807 | 2034
05-7 Petroleum products, refined ............ 308.1 3019 306.8 3103 3122 3138 313.1 3132 3142 3134 3137 3141 3128 3111
06 | Chemicals and allied products 1927 | 1912 | 1930 | 1940 1939 | 1936 | 1936 | 1932 | 1937 | 1938 | 1939 | 1940 | 1952 | 1962
06-1 | Industrial chemicals . - 2239 | 2223 | 2235 | 2242 | 2242 | 2246 | 2245 | 2241 2249 | 2249 | 2252 | 2242 | 2244 | 2241
06-21| Prepared paint . . . 1824 | 1789 | 1806 | 1817 | 1823 | 1839 | 1839 | 1851 185.1 186.7 | 1859 | 186.1 1885 | 1895
06-22 | Paint materials .. ............. 2059 | 206.1 2094 | 2103 | 2093 | 2066 | 2068 | 2047 | 2038 | 2043 | 206.1 2050 | 2049 | 2077
06-3 | Drugs and pharmaceuticals . 1405 | 1390 | 1396 | 1397 | 1408 | 1412 | 1412 | 1414 | 1418 | 1422 | 1429 | 1441 1449 | 1453
064 Fats and oils, inedible - . .............. 279.0 273.7 3049 3375 3188 2819 268.9 2469 260.9 265.4 266.1 263.2 2815 2046
06-5 Agricultural chemicals and chemical products . 187.7 187.1 189.7 188.6 189.0 188.5 188.6 189.9 190.2 188.1 186.9 187.3 188.9 1808
06-6 | Plastic resins and materials ...... .. | 1974 1946 195.9 196.6 1976 200.2 200.2 200.1 199.8 199.4 198.6 198.9 198.4 199.4
06-7 | Other chemicals and allied products .. ... .. 1756 | 1746 | 1754 1759 | 1760 | 1759 | 1764 | 1765 | 1766 | 1772 | 1775 | 1784 | 1803 | 1814
07  |Rubber and plastic products . ............ 1675 | 1646 | 1657 | 1663 | 1675 | 1689 | 1693 | 1695 | 1702 | 170.0 | 1608 | 1699 | 1702 | 1713
07-1 Rubber and rubber products - .. ... ...... 1735 169.3 1718 172.0 173.0 174.9 175.5 176.2 177.2 176.8 176.9 1773 1778 179.0
07=11,| Crudeimubber. .. .icnw sssn smwnmi sens 1715 166.9 168.5 170.1 1718 1724 1728 176.6 176.6 1771 1768 177.3 1811 1818
07-12| Tires and tubes 169.7 165.6 169.9 168.0 168.0 1714 1720 1720 172.0 1716 171.9 1724 170.8 1722
07-13| Miscellaneous rubber products . 176.6 172.3 1731 175.2 1772 1778 178.4 178.9 180.9 180.6 180.6 181.3 1828 184.0
07-21| Plastic construction products? 1332 129.8 128.9 130.6 134.1 136.5 136.7 136.0 136.1 135.7 1347 1346 134.6 1348
07-22| Unsupported plastic film and sheeting® .. ... 160.3 159.6 159.2 159.8 160.3 160.9 161.0 161.2 161.6 161.7 161.5 161.2 161.2 162.7
07-23| Laminated plastic shests, high pressure? . . .. 141.2 138.3 1416 1422 1424 143.1 1429 142.0 1421 142.6 142.2 142.1 1428 1432
08 | Lumber and wood products 2362 | 2290 | 2298 | 2295 | 2288 | 2356 | 2427 | 2529 | 2478 | 2432 | 2491 2563 | 2637 | 2660
08-1 Lumber 2765 2664 268.8 268.3 264.8 2759 2864 301.7 2924 2848 2910 300.4 308.5 3125
08-2 | Millwork .. 1936 | 1883 | 1907 | 1915 | 1924 | 1922 | 1948 1978 | 2006 | 2025 | 2042 | 2092 | 2194 | 2250
08-3 | Plywood 2120 | 2079 | 2025 | 200.1 2027 | 2119 | 2198 | 2304 | 2218 | 2128 | 2256 | 2316 | 2330 | 2263
08-4 | Other wood products - - .........--... 1843 | 1789 | 1810 | 1844 | 1854 | 1856 | 1865 | 1897 | 1898 1898 | 191.0 | 1946 | 189.0 | 2021

See footnotes at end of table.
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TABLE 10 (Continued)
i Annual 1977 1978
Code Commodity group average
1977 Mar. Apr. May June July Aug.” | Sept’ | Oct’ Nov. Dec. Jan, Feb. Mar.
INDUSTRIAL COMMODITIES—Continued
09 Pulp, paper, and allied products ........... 186.4 1836 185.3 186.2 1873 187.8 187.8 188.1 188.7 188.3 187.6 188.2 188.7 189.8
09-1 | Pulp, paper, and products, excluding building
d 1874 184.3 184.9 187.4 188.4 188.8 188.6 188.7 189.2 188.8 188.0 188.4 188.7 189.6
09-11 2818 2837 286.3 286.3 2858 285.8 282.1 2775 276.0 276.7 266.8 2645 263.0 2628
09-12 187.2 180.6 181.8 185.3 186.3 186.3 1836 187.3 191.1 2013 208.0 209.9 2108 2029
08-13 1943 192.0 193.3 194.0 1943 195.4 196.2 196.0 1974 197.5 197.1 197.8 198.3 199.0
09-14 176.5 1724 1745 179.0 1795 180.6 179.3 1788 1778 1742 17141 170.7 1722 1741
09-15| Converted paper and paperboard products . . 176.5 1740 175.6 175.9 1775 1774 1775 178.1 1786 178.2 178.2 178.9 179.0 180.2
09-2 Building paper andboard ............_. 157.0 1459- | 1488 1513 153.8 157.8 1625 166.8 168.9 168.3 170.4 1749 180.1 186.6
10 | Metals and metal products .............. 209.0 2065 208.2 208.5 2077 2106 2117 2126 2118 2120 | 2133 2152 2191 2211
10-1 loniandisteel . .occscn as semmmn s 2303 2274 2283 2280 2270 | 2321 2332 236.0 | 2344 2334 2355 231.7 2446 2472
10-13| Steel mill products _................. 2299 2238 2244 2253 2254 2334 2344 2375 2375 2373 2375 2375 246.4 2485
10-2 | Nonferrousmetals _......_...__...... 195.4 195.8 200.1 2009 197.3 198.0 198.5 195.1 193.6 194.2 195.1 198.0 199.7 | 2011
10-3 | Metal containers . ... ... ............. 2182 2167 217.0 216.8 2169 2175 218.3 2251 226.5 2271 2271 2272 2337 2368
104 Hardware _ .. _ . __ .. .. ... .._...... 185.3 183.3 183.6 1837 184.6 187.0 186.8 1876 186.8 187.8 189.0 1929 1935 194.0
10-5 | <Plumbing fixtures and brass fittings . . ... ... 186.6 182.2 182.8 185.0 186.1 189.3 189.9 1908 190.9 1911 191.9 192.4 1947 196.0
10-6 Heating equipment __ ... . __..___..... 165.5 163.7 163.5 164.0 164.5 165.4 166.0 166.8 168.0 168.3 169.3 171.0 1704 1711
10-7 Fabricated structural metal products . .. .... 206.8 201.7 203.1 204.1 2049 2079 2101 211.9 211.8 2124 2134 2146 219.1 2215
10-8 | Miscellaneous metal products - ... _....... 196.4 192.3 1924 192.9 1945 196.9 198.1 1998 | 2005 201.9 202.6 203.2 2044 206.1
1 Machinery and equipment ... ............ 181.7 178.2 178.9 180.0 180.7 181.8 182.8 1838 | "854 186.7 187.3 189.1 180.1 1914
1-1 Agricultural machinery and equipment . . .. .. 197.7 1945 194.8 195.4 195.9 1966. | 198.6 2004 2014 204.1 205.2 205.9 207.2 207.6
11-2 | Construction machinery and equipment _ . ... 2137 208.3 2102 2117 2120 2139 2153 2147 2172 2214 2218 222.6 2240 2249
11-8 | Metalworking machinery and equipment .... | 1985 193.7 194.7 195.8 1979 199.3 200.8 2023 2035 204.9 205.8 208.1 209.2 2105
11-4 | General purpose machinery and equipment .. | 2017 197.5 198.3 2004 2017 202.8 2037 204.6 205.5 206.6 2071 208.6 209.9 2111
11-6 | Special industry machinery and equipment ... | 2028 197.2 199.1 2007 2019 202.8 2038 204.1 209.5 210.2 2120 2138 2146 216.7
1-7 Electrical machinery and equipment . ...... 154.1 151.9 152.0 152.7 153.0 154.1 154.6 155.7 157.3 157.8 157.9 160.0 160.5 161.7
11-9 Miscellaneous machinery .............. 180.7 1774 178.0 179.2 179.7 180.7 1819 1833 184.0 185.1 185.8 188.0 189.2 191.2
12 Fumniture and housshold durables 1514 149.6 150.1 150.6 1515 151.4 152.6 152.7 153.0 153.6 154.0 155.6 156.3 1574
12-1 Housshold fumiture 162.2 159.7 160.7 161.2 162.2 162.9 163.2 163.3 164.1 165.1 166.4 168.2 168.8 168.9
12-2 Commercial fumiture 1859 1788 183.3 184.9 186.7 1844 191.0 19038 190.8 192.2 192.2 192.8 193.0 198.8
12-3 Floor coverings 136.4 1356 135.6 1356 1358 136.1 136.5 136.6 1371 138.1 1383 139.8 139.8 1401
124 1449 1429 1433 1433 1448 1457 146.6 1475 147.8 1475 1476 149.1 149.4 150.9
12-5 | Home electronic equipment 87.7 89.4 883 88.3 884 86.8 86.8 86.4 86.2 86.4 86.4 86.8 88.1 88.5
12-6 | Other household durable goods 190.1 188.4 1879 189.6 189.9 190.7 1914 1914 1917 1926 1935 197.7 198.7 198.1
13 Nonmetallic mineral products 2004 195.1 198.6 199.3 2006 201.7 2025 2043 205.4 2056 206.5 2127 2150 215.8
13-11| Flatglass ... .. .......... 160.8 159.6 159.6 159.8 1616 160.0 161.1 161.1 1625 164.0 168.2 168.2 170.3 1703
13-2 Concrete ingredients 1988 195.4 198.4 199.6 199.9 200.6 2009 201.0 201.3 2008 2009 208.6 209.7 2111
13-3 | Concrete 1918 1884 1899 | 1906 191.0 1928 1935 194.0 195.0 1954 195.7 2027 205.2 2059
134 Structural clay products excluding refractories 1798 170.7 1775 178.8 180.2 183.8 1845 185.7 1878 185.1 185.5 189.6 1913 1935
13-5 RBACIONGS™ - oot trarn kot S s 5 199.6 1932 1933 194.3 196.5 197.3 1985 2071 2085 210.0 210.0 2102 2107 210.7
253.0 2431 2431 2431 2462 2535 2535 2671 2752 2752 | -275.2 2774 2174 2716
1835 164.0 172.2 175.9 187.1 186.6 189.8 193.7 2016 2032 204.9 209.7 2159 217.0
2143 202.0 2181 218.1 218.1 218.1 218.1 218.1 2185 2188 218.8 2368 236.5 2365
2505 2453 2479 2478 250.4 2515 2537 2576 | 256.1 256.0 257.3 260.7 267.2 268.6
161.3 1584 | 1587 159.1 1595 159.6 160.7 1615 | 1678 168.0 168.3 169.0 169.4 169.6
1637 160.7 161.0 1614 161.9 161.9 163.2 1639 | 1707 170.6 170.9 1713 1717 1719
144 2335 230.0 2311 2311 2320 2342 2352 2352 | 2387 238.7 239.7 2437 2446 2446
15 Miscellaneous products . ............... 164.4 161.0 1625 163.1 1635 163.9 164.2 166.0 168.4 168.9 169.6 1715 171.2 1725
15-1 Toys, sporting goods, small arms, ammunition 155.2 1545 154.2 1545 154.9 155.2 155.7 155.5 156.7 156.7 156.9 159.6 161.2 162.0
15-2 | Tobaccoproducts . .................. 180.0 1748 175.1 175.3 175.3 175.7 175.8 186.8 189.6 189.6 189.9 190.4 1912 190.9
15-37 |- ‘Notions < _ =32, T BEILEa s Wil 1724 1724 1724 1724 1724 1726 1729 1729 1728 1728 1728 180.7 180.7 1815
15-4 | Photographic equipment and supplies ... ... 1389 1385 137.9 139.9 1404 141.2 141.0 1406 140.7 140.7 1415 142.1 142.6 142.7
15-9 | Other miscellaneous products . ... ....... 1674 161.9 167.2 167.3 167.1 167.0 167.5 167.7 1734 1741 175.0 1715 1741 1775

December 1975 = 100.
2December 1969 = 100.
3December 1970 = 100.
“December 1968 = 100.

SOURCE:

pp. 105-106.

Bureau of Labor Statistics, Monthly Labor Review, 101 (May 1978),
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Projecting Cost Increases

Measuring current prices and past changes in both consumer and producer prices is a
comparatively simple and relatively accurate statistical process. This, however, is not true
with regard to the prediction of future prices or future educational costs. There are many
variables and unpredictable factors that make most economic and cost projections little more
than educated guesses. This is why most projections are stated as an "assumption' rather than
a prediction. It is also the reason why most developers of school budgets "assume' that a
specific change (usually percentage change) in prices and service costs will occur during the
budget period.

The person estimating future costs or prices, as in the development of a schocl budget, is
at liberty to assume any change he or she believes appropriate. The choice is a matter of
judgment and reasonable expectation. But the estimator usually must explain and justify his or
her chosen assumption to the budget reviewing authorities and other interested persons in order
to convince them of its reasonableness. The Consumer Price Index and the Producer Price Indexes
often are used as the statistical bases for making and justifying future cost and price
assumptions. There are four basic ways sometimes used in projecting future prices and costs.

Simple Percent Change —— One approach in estimating price and cost changes is to assume that
prices and costs will change in the future by the same percent they did in a similar period in
the past. For example, if one were using the data contained in Table 4 to project price data
for 1978, one assumption could be that since the Consumer Price Index for all items increased
by 6.5 percent in 1977, prices would increase by a similar 6.5 percent in 1978.

Average Percent Change —- Another approach is to estimate that price changes in the future
will be the average of changes that occurred during several recent periods. Again if one were
using the data contained in Table 4 to project price changes during 1978, one would find that the
Consumer Price Index increased 11.0 percent in 1974, 9.1 percent in 1975, 5.8 percent in 1976,
and 6.5 percent in 1977. One assumption, therefore, could be that price increases in 1978 will
be the average of the increases in each of the four years 1974-1977, which is 8.1 percent. Thus,
the assumption would be that prices would increase 8.1 percent in 1978.

The estimator may choose any number of years in computing the average. (A 3-to 5-year span
is used most commonly in school budget making.) Some persons feel that the reliability of the
estimate is increased by the number of years averaged when computing the percent change. This

is not necessarily true. Although one may feel more confident in using price and cost changes
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over a span of several years, it should be remembered that neither this method nor any other
can guarantee accuracy.

Moreover, monthly percent changes in the Consumer Price Index are often used by the news
media and others as estimates of the average annual percent change in the CPI. School
administrators should be aware of the differences that may occur in these annual estimates,
depending on (1) whether or not seasonally adjusted or unadjusted data are used and (2) whether
or not the CPI-U or the revised CPI-W are used. For example, in February 1978 BLS reported that
the seasonally adjusted CPI-U and the reviggd CPI-W for January 1978 each rose by 0.8 percent.

One newspaper related that "at an annual rate, the price increase last month equals a 9.6 percent

inflation rate." However, the seasonally unadjusted CPI-U for January 1978 increased 0.6 percent,

for an estimated 7.2 percent annual inflation rate. The seasonally unadjusted revised CPI-W for

January 1978 increased 0.5 percent, projecting an annual rate of inflation of 6.0 percent.

[As discussed previously, unadjusted data are used extensively in COL adjustments in
collective bargaining contracts. BLS also states that parties may choose to adapt their
existing contracts to either the CPI-U or the revised CPI-W.]

' Trended Percent Change -- Still another method for estimating price changes is to project
the continuation of an upward or downward trend which has occurred in recent years. Since the
price, increase lessened from 1973 to 1976, as reflected in Table 4 on page 14, a downward trend for
1977 might have been projected with some reasonableness. The increase dropped by 1.9 percentage
points between 1974 and 1975 (from 11.0 to 9.1) and the increase dropped another 3.3 percentage
points between 1975 and 1976 (from 9.1 to 5.8). Projecting this trend of a 1.4 percentage
point annual drop in the rate of increase, one could assume a price increase of only 4.4 per-
cent in 1977. Such an assumed increase, however, did not occur in 1977, as shown in Table 4
which indicates that the annual rate of price increases in 1977 was 6.5 percent. This illustrates
the hazard of projecting the continuation of past trends. One never knows when the trend is
going to change either in direction or in pace.

Stated Govermmental Goal -- A different kind of assumption regarding future prices and costs
is the use of a stated governmental economic, price, or wage goal. Such goals usually are
established arbitrarily. Moreover, the goals typically are contrary to previous trends. An
example of a stated governmental goal is the Cost of Living Council's goal to limit inflation
in 1973 to 3.0 percent. A school system that used this 3.0 percent increase as a firm assumption
in projecting prices for its 1973 budget would have been in economic trouble since, according to
BLS data shown in Table 4, the increase for 1973 was over 6 percent.

Ultimately, any assumption, projection, or estimate of future prices and costs —-- even though
relying on abundant and accurate data of past trends —- leaves much to the vagaries of chance. As
many economists, government officials, and school budget makers have discovered, projecting
accurately the rates of inflation or deflation is a matter of knowledge, judgment, and much good

luck.
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Sources of Information for Data on
Consumer Price Indexes

School administrators and others who need to stay abreast of the latest developments on changes
in the CPI should consult two authoritative sources published by the Bureau of Labor Statistics:

Monthly Labor Review and monthly BLS press releases.

Monthly Labor Review.--In addition to feature articles on industrial relations, employment trends

and analysis, and court decisions in labor cases, Monthly Labor Review provides a section on cur-—
rent labof statistics, including data on the CPI. CPI data published in the MLR are three months
behind the issue date of the journmal, e.g., the May 1978 MLR contains CPI data compiled through
February 1978.

MLR provides four extensive tables detailing information on the CPI:

1. The annual average CPI for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers and percent changes
in the CPI-W since 1967 for all items, food and beverages, housing, apparel and upkeep,
transportation, medical care, entertainment, and other goods and services. (See Table 4
on page 14.)

2. The U.S. city average CPI-U and revised CPI-W, listing figures for the last six months
and the month in the previous year corresponding to the latest month reported (e.g.,

February 1977 if the latest reported index is February 1978). A general summary pre-

sents this information according to seven major consumer goods categories plus commod-
ities and services, and 16 special indexes (e.g., "all items less food," "services less

rent"). U.S. city average CPI data are also listed in a more comprehensive section of

the table, according to group, subgroup, and selected items. The major group components
include such items as food, housing, apparel and upkeep, transportation, medical care,
entertainment, and other goods and services.

3. The CPI-U, cross—classified according to region and population size class, by expenditure

category and commodity and service group. Four population size classes are reported:
1.25 million or more; 385,000 to 1.25 million; 75,000 to 385,000; and 75,000 or less.
The four regions include the Northeast, North Central, South, and West. The cross—
classified indexes will be published bimonthly. (See Table E in the Appendix.)

4., The U.S. city average CPI-U and revised CPI-W, all items, for selected areas. Twenty-

eight Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas (SMSAs) are included in this table. (See
Table A in the Appendix.)
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Subscriptions to MLR are $16.00 a year (single copy price is $1.40) and should be sent to

Monthly Labor Review, Box 353, La Plata, Maryland 20646. Checks should be made payable to Super-

intendent of Documents.

Monthly

BLS press releases.—-BLS issues press releases which announce monthly changes in the CPI

(both seasonally adjusted and unadjusted) as soon as the data are made available by the Department

of Labor. There is a one month time lag between the collection of the data and the release of

information about the CPI in these press releases. CPI data are highlighted in tables summarizing

the following:

1.

P

10.

11,

To

persons

Percent changes in the CPI-U, seasonally adjusted, for all items and seven major consumer
goods categories.

Percent changes in the revised CPI-W, for all items and seven major consumer goods cate-
gories.

Comparison of changes in the revised CPI-W and the unrevised CPI-W, not seasonally adjusted,
from the previous month. (See Table 5 on page 15.)

The CPI-U, U.S. city average, by expenditure category and commodity and service group.
(See Table B in the Appendix.)

The CPI-U, seasonally adjusted U.S. city average, by expenditure category and commodity
and service group. (See Table C in the Appendix.)

The CPI-U, all items, by 28 selected areas, four regions, five population size classes,
and 16 regional/population size class cross classifications. These indexes will be pub-
lished bimonthly. (See Table D in the Appendix.)

The revised CPI-W, U.S. city average, by expenditure category and commodity and service
group. (See Table F in the Appendix.)

The revised CPI-W, seasonally adjusted U.S. city average, by expenditure category and
commodity and service group. (See Table G in the Appendix.)

The revised CPI-W, all items, by 28 selected areas, four regions, five population size
classes, and 16 regional/population size class cross classifications. These indexes will
be published bimonthly. (See Table H in the Appendix.)

The unrevised CPI-W, U.S. city average, by commodity and service group and expenditure
classes (ending with the release of the June 1978 figures). (See Table I in the Appendix.)
The unrevised CPI-W, all items most recent index and percent changes from selected dates,
U.S. city average and selected areas (ending with the release of the June 1978 figures).
(See Table J in the Appendix.)
be placed on the free mailing list for BLS Consumer Price Index press releases, interested

should contact the Information Office, U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics,

Washington, D.C. 20212, phone: (202) 523-7827 or (202) 523-8416.



APPENDIX

TABLE A.--Consumer Price Index—-U.S. City Average, and Selected Areas
(1967=100 Unless Otherwise Specified)

All Urban Consumers Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers (revised)
Area! 1977 1978 1977 1978
Feb. I Sept. | Oct. I Nov. l Dec. Jan. Feb. Feb. l Sept. l Oct. | Nov. l Dec. Jan. Feb.
All items
US. city avgrage’ ....................... 1774 184.0 1845 185.4 186.1 187.2 188.4 1774 184.0 184.5 185.4 186.1 187.1 188.4
Anchorage, Alaska® . .. icoeaamnnnaaaes | mrmes i 1773 | cemem | 2mee- 1792 | ceeen | meeee [ amenn 1778 | ceeee | e 1792 | -----
MBI, A, .« oeoemmasisiss s simmne swmmmas « | SHS0= 1830 | ----- | ----- 1845 | ----- 1861 | ----- 1830 | -----|----- 1845 | ----- 1865
Baltimore, Md: o ww simsiogmsisss embcaiegs, otiatae o | Trioie 1888 | ----- | ----- 1907 | --e-- | emmee [ eeees 1888 | ----- | ----- 1907 | ~-e-- | -----
Boston, Mass. - .-ccccnainnnaaaaon- g5 | e | o 1857 [ ----c [ -e-- 1875 | ----- - | me 1857 | ----- | oe-n- 1875 | -----
BUBAIO, NY, © o i orimn s s simms swwsen « 1775 | ----- | ----- 1850 | w-ees [ ecems | aeien 1775 | ----- [ ----- 1851 | =eeen [ e | eee
Chicago, lll.-Northwestern Ind. _ .. .. ... ..ot 1848 | 1785 | 1788 | 1794 | 180.0 1825 | 1842 1848 | 1785 | 1788 1794 | 1800 | 1824 | 1838
Cincinnati, Ohio-Ky.-Ind. .. ..cuemmmmeanenaaa|=omn 1852 | ----- | ----- 1867 | ----- |- |- 1852 | ----- [ ----- 1867 | ----- | -----
o7 oAl R —— 1766 | ----- [ ----- 1844 | --eee | e [ omeen 1766 | ----- [ ----- 1844 | --e-n fomeee | mmien
Dallas-Ft. Worth, TeX. - cccccunnnnnnannnns 1762 | ---c- | ----- 1838 | ----- | eee-- | -ooe 1762 | ----- [ ----- 1838 | ---e- | -emem | ee
Denver-Boulder, COl0. - .oveucceneenmmmenaan | s | mm 1887 | ----- | ----- 1921 [ ----c [ oemee [ omme 1887 | ----- | ----- 1921 [ -----
Detroit, Mich. . .. cccceieaaaiea s 1751 1828 | 1831 1845 | 1844 | 1850 | 1856 | 1751 1828 | 183.1 1845 | 1844 | 1850 | 1858
Honolulu, Hawaii [ s 1734 | ----- | ----- 1749 | ----- 1780 | ----- 1734 | ----- | ----- 1749 | ----- 1715
Houston, TeX. - .ceeeeaccccccnnnnmemmmee | =mmms | =mon" 1927 | seeem | mme 1962 | ----- | ememe | oee L A R 1962 | -----
Kansas City, Mo.-Kansas ...........ccoeaon| == 1806 | ----- | ----- 1827 | ----- 1838 | ----- 1806 | ----- | ----- 1827 | ----- 184.4
Los Angeles-Long Beach, Anaheim, Calif. ....... 1763 | 1816 | 1816 | 1829 | 1844 | 1855 | 1865 | 1763 | 1816 1816 | 1829 | 1844 | 1856 | 1868
T L St ree gty B L b Rty 1000 | ----- 1007 | <--ns | meeen [ eeeee | omee 1000 | ----- 1006 | -----
Milwaukee, Wis. . ... .cc.occcemcanaaacen- 1736 | ----- | ----- 1816 | ----- 1835 | ----- 1736 | ----- | ----- 1816 | ----- 1840 | -----
Minneapolis-St. Paul, Minn-Wis. . . ..... ... | ==--- | =-=-" 1870 [ ----- | ----- 1905 | ----- | -eeee | mes 1870 | ----- | == 1905 | -----
New York, N.Y.-Northeastem N.J. ............ 182.1 1873 1876 | 1885 | 1888 | 1898 | 1908 | 1821 1873 | 1876 | 1885 | 1888 | 1898 | 1908
Northeast, Pa. (SCranton) - - .o oocoeommmnnnn | somms | mmen | om0t 1828 | ----- 1849 | -e-en | mmeee | e oo 1828 | ----- 1846 | -----
Philadelphia, Pa-N.J. - ..o ceemvencaanacanns 1787 | 1865 | 1870 | 1874 | 1869 | 1876 | 1882 | 1787 | 1865 1870 | 1874 | 1869 | 1874 | 1887
Pittsburgh, Pa. - . - ccceaemneemeeeeeoaa [ T | 1835 | ----- | ----- 1849 | ----- | ceeem | meen 1835 | <---- | ----- 1849 | -----
Portland, Oreg.-Wash. ... .....oeecmamaamna | =mmmn [ oo es 1838 | ---en | 2rime- 1879 | ~---- | cemes | mem 1838 | ----- | ----- 1879 | -----
S Lo, Mool - vomvms mmom s i e | 8 £5E 1791 | ----- | mmie- 1805 | ----- -] oie- 1791 | -=--- | ----- 1805 | ----- |-
San Diego, Calif. - . ...oceneeaeaoiainnnn 1766 | ----- | ----- 1866 | ----- 1889 | ----- 1766 | ----- | ----- 1866 | ----- 1889 | -----
San Francisco-Oakland, Calif. .. ............| -=-"- 1840 | ----- | ----- 1873 | ----- 1892 | ----- 1840 | ----- | ----- 1873 | -----
Seattle-Everett, Wash. ... ... ..ceeaaoaaann 174 | ----- | ----- 1825 | ----- 1841 [ ----- APAT B IPEEE IEETEE 1825 | ----- 1838
Washington, D.C-Md-Va. .. ... ...........- 1784 | ----- | ----- 1881 | ----- 1902 | ----- 1784 | <---- | =---- 1881 | ----- 1895
1The areas listed include not only the central city but the entire portion of the Standard Metropolitan 2Average of 85 cities.

Statistical Area, as defined for the 1970 Census of Population, except that the Standard Consolidated 30ctober 1967 = 100.
Area is used for New York and Chicago. 4November 1977 = 100.

SOURCE: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Monthly Labor Review, 101 (May 1978), p. 104.
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TABLE B.--Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers: U.S. City Average,

Group

AL LETEMS ,oeinianie s s s vowoioiosi 5555 5a/oaei s s s & Gows
All items(1957-59=100).... uuuiuimnunrnnennnn
Food and beverages...eceescesnrrvonecssoms
Fo0duswmpeewn s  » o
Food at home.......
Cereals and bakery products.........
Meats, poultry, fish, and eggs......
Dairy produCtS......uoeeuuennennnnnn-
Fruits and vegetables.....
Sugar and sweets..........
Fats and oils....ccvvevvons
Nonalcoholic beverages 1/.
Other prepared foods 2/...
Food away from home.........
Alcoholic beverages...........
Housing 2/
Shelter . ovescsss
Rent, residentia
Other rental costs 2/....
Homeownership..........
Home purchase ..........cocecuencnnn
Financing, taxes, and insurance 2/..
Maintenance and repairs.............
Maintenance and repair services...
Maintenance and repair commodities
Fuel and other utilities 2/.............
BUBLS 2/ ssvovves v ¢ v swwusmoions & o » simimmimisie = v & i
Fuel oil, coal, and bottled gas.....
Gas (piped) and electricity 2/......
Other utilities and public services 2/
Household furnishings and operation 2/..
Housefurnishings 2/...............enn
Housekeeping supplies....
Housekeeping services 2/.
Apparel and upkeep...........
Apparel commodities........
Men's and boys' apparel...
Women's and girls' apparel............
Infants' and toddlers' apparel 2/.....
FOOLWEAT e cvvoeesoossomccsssonosasnssann
Other apparel commodities 2/..........
Apparel services 1/.........vcceueens
Transportation............
Private transportation..
New CarS....ceaveeeees
Used cars...
Gasoline 2/
Maintenance and repair 2/..........
Other private transportation 2/
Other private trans. commodities 2/.
Other private trans. services 2/....
Public transportation................ s
Medical care.........eeuueuon.
Medical care commodities 2/
Medical care Services................
Professional services 1/ 2/........
Other medical care services 2/
Entertainment 2/.......c.iouieuiiiiinnnn
Entertainment commodities 2/.........
Entertainment services 2/............
Other goods and services 2/
Tobacco products........

Personal care 1/.....cuvunenieninnnns
Toilet goods and personal care
appliances 1/ 2/...cccverecnnrannnen

Personal care services 1/........
Personal and educational expenses 2/....
School books and supplies 2/..........
Personal and educational services 2/..

Relative
importance
December

1977

~

.000

.813
.718
-235
.530
.943
.654
.789
.435
.360
+513
.041
.483
.095
912
.181
.624
.711
.846
.967

211

.668
.800
.868
.516
.289
.897
#5391

227

WA
.602
.559
.053
.800
.137
.646
.044
127
.716
.604
.662
.027
.930
.039
.020
.205
.516
. 149
<133
.416
.097
.969
.859
.110
.007
.103
.085
.423
.662
.394
.202
.752

799,
.961
.441
.189
252

Unadjusted indexes
Mar.
1978

189.
220.
199.
204.
202.
194.
193.
179.
203.
251.
200.
341.
184.
212.
156.
196.
202.
160.
202.
218.
190.
244.
225.
242.
185.
2125
242.
297.
226.
157
173.
151.
202.
218.
156.
152+
155.
145.
213.
160.
155.
180.
179.
179
151.
172.
189.
Zl5s
182.
156.
191.
187.
214.
141.
229.
204.
260.
174.
1755
172.
179.
173..
178.

173
183.
193.
180.
197
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R R AN

Apr.
1978

191.
222.
202.
207.
206.
195..
199.
181.
210.
254.
204.
342.
185.
214
157.
198.
204.
161.
202.
220.
191.
247.
228.
246.
187
213.
244.
296.
229.
157
1755
152,
203.
220.
158.
154.
156.
149.
215,
161.
1555
181.
181.
180.
151.
1727
190.
216.
182.
156.
191.
187.
215.
141.
231
205.
262.
175.
1775
173
179.
173.
179..

173
184.
193.
180.
197.
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TABLE B.——-Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers: U.S. City Average,
by Expenditure Category and Commodity and Service Group, 1967=100 (Continued)

Relative Unadjusted Seasonally adjusted

Group importance Unadjusted indexes percent change to percent change from-
December Mar. Apr. Apr. 1978 from- Jan. to Feb. to Mar. to
1977 1978 1978 Apr. 1977 Mar. 1978 Feb. Mar. Apr.

Commodity and service group

ALl ZtemS. v eeennnnneosennaneeneseeasanens 100.000 189.8 191.5 6.6 0.9 0.6 0.8 0.9
Commodities......... 59.306 181.6 183.5 5.9 1.0 +5 .8 .9
Food and beverages 18.813 199.5 202.6 8.5 1.6 1.2 13 1.8
Commodities less food and beverages .... 40.493 170.9 172:3 4.7 .8 2 .6 .5
Nondurables less food and beverages... 17230 1727 173.7 4.3 .6 3 x4 5
Apparel commodities................. 9.137 152.8 154.8 3.3 13 =142 1.0 1.1
Nondurables less food, beverages,
and apparel 1/ 12.093 186.1 186.6 4.7 - 3 .4 -3
Durables i . 23.263 168.3 169.9 4.7 1.0 7 0 «5
Services....... D 40.694 204.9 206.5 8.0 .8 7 .8 «9
Rent, residential...........cevennn ©5.624 160.5 161.5 6.5 .6 4 .6 57
Household services less rent 2/.... 20.394 226.0 228.3 9.5 1.0 1.0 1.2 1.3
Transportation services............ 6.029 194.9 195.3 4.6 = 4 .1 .0
Medical care services.............. - 4.110 229.9 231.3 8.5 .6 8 5 -7
Other Services 2/.....ceeevenneennaeneens 4.537 180.7 181.7 6.8 .6 6 .6 .6
Special indexes:
All items less food.....coeeiiinnnnnnenenn 82.282 185.9 187.4 6.4 .8 .5 oy o7
All items less shelter..........c.coeeev.n 70.819 186.3 188.1 6.0 1.0 .6 .8 9
All items less mortgage interest costs 1/. 93.495 187.1 188.8 6.3 .9 .6 o .9
All items less medical care............... 95.031 188.3 190.1 6.6 1.0 .6 #9 1.0
Commodities less food............ I 41.588 170.0 171.3 4.7 .8 2 .6 .5
Nondurables less food............. 18.325 170.7 171.8 4.3 .6 = ad .6 +5
Nondurables less food and apparel 1/...... 13.188 181.0 181.7 4.7 .4 +3 .4 .4
Nondurables 1/...eeeuniennnnennnnennnnnnn 36.043 186.8 188.8 6.4 (oA | 57 .9 L.l
Services 1€SS TeNt......couueenurancannsens 35.070 213.0 214.6 8.2 .8 .8 9 .9
Services less medical care 1/...........nn 36.583 200.9 202.5 7.9 .8 -l 5 T .8
Energy 1/.cueeneinimmmnemnennennnennannns 8.585 214.3 215.7 5.2 -7 .6 .6 4
All items less energy 1/......ocvunneennns 91.415 188.2 190.0 6.8 1.0 .6 .8 1.0
All items less food and energy.......... 73.697 183.4 184.9 6.4 .8 .4 .7 o7
Commodities less food and energy...... 36.395 166.2 167.6 5.0 .8 52 .6 .6
Energy commodities 1/..........c.o.eunnn 5.194 206.6 207.2 2.5 .3 .0 .0 .3
Services 1€SS Energy.......eeeeeenccen 37.302 203.3 204.7 7.9 -7 7 .8 .8
Purchasing power of the consumer dollar:
1967=$1.00 1/....cvenvenn = $.527 $.522 -6.3 -.9 -.6 58 -9
1957-59=$1.00 1/ = 453 . 449 = = - - <

1/ Not seasonally adjusted.
Z/ Index series has undergone a change in title and/or definition.
NOTE: Index applies to a month as a whole, not to any specific date.

SOURCE: Bureau of Labor Statistics. The Consumer Price Index--April 1978,
May 31, 1978.




TABLE C.--Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers: Seasonally Adjusted
U.S. City Average, by Expenditure Category and
Commodity and Service Group, 1967=100

Seasonally adjusted indexes Seasonally adjusted annual rate
percent change for-
Group Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. 3 months ending in 6 months ending in
1978 1978 1978 1978 July Oct. Jan. Apr. Oct. Apr.
1977 1977 1978 1978 1977 1978

Expenditure category

- - - L 4.5 6.7 10.0 Sl 8.3
197.0 199.5 203.1 4.3 3.0 8.9 18.4 357 135.5
201.6 204.3 208.1 4.2 3.1 8.9 1931 3.7 13.9
.0 199.5 202.5 207.3 3.2 2.5 9.7 22.6 2.9 16.0
Cereals and bakery products........... 190.3 192.1 192.9 193.8 6.1 5.5 8.2 7.6 5.8 7.9
Meats, poultry, fish, and eggs........ 184.2 189.4 195.4 204.7 -5.9 .0 19.2 52.5 =3.0 34.8
Dairy products......cceeuieuinniennnannnns 175.¢  176.9 178.1 180.9 14.0 .2 -1.6 11.9 6.9 4.9
Fruits and vegetables. . 200.8 200.7 202.2 205.6 -20.8 13.0 18.4 9.9 -5.4 14.1
Sogar andisWeets.’ .\ covesind s ¢ v omeseidens 243.0  243.7 247.7 253.4 18.6 w5 14.1 18.3 9.2 16.2
Bats and OS5 wewni i cumeans § s 53 oussneg 195.2 19747 199.6 204.9 48.2 -12.6 -2.0 21.4 13.8 9.1
Nonalcoholic beverages 1/............. 337.1 339.5  341.7 342.9 56.5 -5.7 -6.9 7:1 21.5 =32
Other prepared foods 2/7.............. 181.7 182.8  183.8 184.5 2.1 10.7 6.9 6.3 6.3 6.6
Food away from home ... 208.4 210.5 212.5 214.0 9.0 5.5 7.8 1152 7.2 9.5
ALCONDYic DeVerages.. s o wewemian o o sosnpmses 154.4 155.6  156.7 157.9 4.6 1.6 6.2 9.4 3.1 7.8
Housing 2/... e 193.5 194.7 196.6 198.4 8.8 5.9 6.9 10.5 7.3 8.7
Shelter.... 199.7 201.0 203.1 205.1 9.0 6.2 9.8 11...3 7.6 10.5
5 Rent, residential 158.8 159.4 160.3 161.5 6.2 6.4 6.8 7.0 6.3 6.9
Other rental costs 2/......cvvuuevnnnnn. 198.2 201.3 202.6 203.7 2.2 11.4 15.7 11.6 6.7 13.6
Homeownership...... ....ciiiiiiinnnnnn. 214.5 216.0 218.5  220.9 10.1 59 10.1 12.5 8.0 1.3
Hom®: \PUXCRASE w o & wisvevesereinis 5 5 aoraveniossioss o 188.5 189.0 190.5 191.5 7.4 9.0 10.6 6.5 8.2 8.6
Financing, taxes, and 1nsurance Z/ 238.4 241.0 245.0 249.2 14.3 3.3 10.4 19.4 8.7 14.8
Maintenance and repalrs §vee i 222:9 224.5 226.6 229.2 6.8 6.5 7.7 11.8 6.6 9.7
Maintenance and repa1r SeerCeS ..... 238.5 240.8 243.8 247.2 8.0 5.8 7.5 15.4 6.9 11.4
Maintenance and repair commodities.. 186.9 187.0 186.8 187.2 3.4 8.0 8.6 .6 5.7 4.5
Fuel and other utilities 2/..... . 207.7 209.4 211.5 213.2 12.0 7.4 -.8 11.0 9.7 5.0
BuBLS, 2/ ., viojsiosgionin o n b sibimiorersrs’s’s & istors ... 234.4 2371 240.3 243.1 13.3 7.8 -2.5 15.7 10.5 6.2
Fuel oil, coal, and bottled gas. ... 290.8 291.1 294.0 295.7 8.1 4.1 1.8 6.9 6.1 4.3
Gas (piped) and electricity 2/...... . 218.8 222.0 225.0 228.1 15.4 92 -4.3 18.1 12.2 6.3
Other utilities and public services 2/ 156.5 156.8 157.3 157.5 7.7 6.7 4.2 2.6 7.2 3.4
Household furnishings and operation 2/.... 171.8 172.2 173.5 174.6 5.4 3.9 5.5 6.7 4.6 6.1
Housefurnishings 2/...............0. .. 150.3 150.4 1517 152.5 3.6 3.0 3.8 6.0 3.3 4.9
Housekeeping supplies.. . 198.8 199.4 202.1 203.1 10.7 3.3 4.8 8.9 7.0 6.8
Housekeeping services 2/. 216.1 217.6  217.6 219.6 5.6 6.7 9.6 6.6 6.1 8.1
Apparel and upkeep....... 157:2 155.7 157.2 158.8 5.3 2.6 3.9 4.1 4.0 4.0
Apparel commodities 154.0 152.1 153.6 155.3 4.9 1.9 2.9 3.4 3.4 3.2
Men's and boys' apparel. 156.7 155.1 156.1 156.2 4.3 2.6 3.7 =153 3.4 1.2
Women's and girls' apparel ....... 148.1 144.6 147.0 150.7 6.2 =5 2.5 752 2.8 4.8
Infants' and toddlers' apparel Z/ ses  213.4 211.0 214.9 215:5 -3.1 25.8 -2.8 4.0 10.4 .6
BOOLWEAT svvsons s 5 ¥ sarmunmunmss o3 ” «es 159.8 159.9 160.5 161.2 3.1 4.4 3.1 3.6 3.8 3.3
Other apparel commodities 2/ S [ 154.9 155.6  155.9 6.3 3.2 3.2 3.1 4.7 3.2
Apparel services 1/........ e 177.3 179.2 180.4 181.7 7.9 6.3 11.1 10.3 7.1 10.7
Transportation........... . 180.3 181.4 181.7 182.0 .0 -.2 6.5 3.8 -.1 5.1
Private transportation. . 179.7 180.7 181.0 181.3 -.9 w2 6.5 3.6 ~.3 5.0
New cars..... “s . 149.3 150.3 150.5 151.0 7.0 6.0 12.4 4.6 6.5 8.4
Used cars. 178.0 181.6 181.6 182.2 -19.9 -20.0 12.6 9.8 -19.9 11.2
Gasoline 2/ .............. « 192.3 191.6 192.1  192.3 =313 4.1 6.3 .0 <3 3.1
Maintenance and repair 2/....... .. 212.0 213.7 214.4 215.7 7.4 7.0 8.1 7.2 7.2 7.6
Other private transportation 2/......... 181.0 181.6 181.6 181.2 9.5 5.8 o .4 7.5 .1
Other private trans. commodities 2/... 154.4 155.6 155.9  156.8 2.4 6.5 1.0 6.4 4.4 3.7
Other private trans. services 2/...... 189.8 190.3 190.1 189.4 11.4 5.2 -.8 -.8 8.3 -.8
Public transportation.............. . 185.9 186.8 187.2 188.2 7.2 -2.8 6.0 5.0 2.1 5.5
Medical ¢areavmes s s somsemensis s 211:3 2130  214.2 215.7 8.7 8.5 T.o7 8.6 8.6 8.2
Medical care commodities 2/ . 138.9 140.1 141.0 141.7 7'5 6.7 6.3 8.3 7.1 7.3
Medical care services........ 226.6 228.4 229.6 231.3 8.7 8.9 8.2 8.6 8.8 8.4
Professional services 1/ 2/... . 201.9 203.5 204.5 205.7 7.5 7.8 722 7.7 7.7 7.5
Other medical care services 2/ .. 256.6 258.5 259.9 262.3 10.2 9.8 8.7 9.2 10.0 8.9
Entertainment 2/.......c0vuvunians s 17251 173.3 174.6 175.6 5.2 7.1 3.8 8.4 6.1 6.1
Entertainment commodities 2/. . 173.8 175.0 176.2 177.3 6.9 6.3 5.5 8.3 6.6 6.9
Entertainment services 2/.% . 169.9 171.1 172.6 173.4 3.2 7.7 1.9 8.5 5.4 5.2
Other goods and services Z/.. .. 178.2 178.6 179.1 180.0 545 9.1 5«1 4.1 7.3 4.6
Tobacco products....... .. 172.8 172.7 173.1 173.7 3.4 13:5 o2 2.1 8.4 1.2
Personal care 1/.c.eeieesss sovvavesss svaom 177.2 1777 178.2 179.1 7.1 6.2 7.8 4.4 6.6 6.1
Toilet goods and personal care
appliances 1/ 2/........ .. 173.0 173.1 173.2 173.5 6.4 6.3 6.0 1.2 6.4 3.6
Personal care services 1/.......... .. 181.4 182.4 183.1 184.6 7.7 6.3 9.1 7.2 7.0 8.2
Personal and educational expenses 2/...... 191.9 192.6 193.2 194.2 6.1 9.2 7.6 4.9 7.6 6.3
School books and supplies 2/....7. esesss 177.9  178.9  180.0 181.0 6.4 16.1 6.6 7.2 11.1 6.9
Personal and educational services 2/.... 195.6 196.3 196.9 197.8 5.9 7.4 7.7 4.6 6.7 6.1

(Continued)



TABLE C.--Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers: Seasonally Adjusted
U.S. City Average, by Expenditure Category and
Commodity and Service Group, 1967=100 (Continued)

Seasonally adjusted indexes Seasonally adjusted annual rate
percent change for-
Group Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. 3 months ending in 6 months ending in
1978 1978 1978 1978 July Oct. Jan. Apr. Oct. Apr.
1977 1977 1978 1978 1977 1978

Commodity and service group

ALl PL@MS..evveurnennensnnnansnssasoscosensnns - S - - 5.7 4.5 6.7 10.0 5l 8.3
Commodities.......... 179.9  180.8 182.3  184.0 3.5 3.5 7.4 9.4 3.5 8.4
Food and beverages......eeeeoesosens . 194.7 197.0 199.5 203.1 4.3 3.0 8.9 18.4 Sied 13.5
Commodities less food and beverages.......® 170.6 170.9 171.9 172.8 3.2 3.7 6.8 5.3 3.4 6.0
Nondurables less food and beverages 172.7 172.2 173.4 174.0 4.6 4.3 5.0 3.0 4.5 4.0
Apparel commodities.......... i swewesss  19450-1 152,31 153.6 155.3 4.9 1.9 2.9 3.4 3.4 3.2
Nondurables less food, beverages, b
and apparel 1/...icuienirnennacnannnnn 184.9 185.4 186.1 186.6 6.7 4.3 4.2 3.7 545 4.0
Jurables........ s & & @ peeiptee 8 & SisiERieE e S 167.6 168.7 169.5 170.4 2.0 2.5 8.0 6.9 2.2 7.4
Services ve... 201.5 203.0 204.7 206.6 9.3 6.3 5.8 10.5 7.8 8.1
Rent, Fesidentiale . seunn s aaaans 158.8 159.4 160.3 161.5 6.2 6.4 6.8 7.0 6.3 6.9
Household services less rent 2/ .. 220.9 223.2 225.9 228.9 11.4 5.7 6.4 15.3 85 10.8
Transportation services....... .. 193.2 194.0 194.2 194.2 9.6 3.4 3.0 2.1 6.4 2.5
Medical care services.... 226.6 228.4 229.6 231.3 8.7 8.9 8.2 8.6 8.8 8.4
Other services 2/........ 178.6 179.7 180.8 181.8 6.0 6.9 7.9 7.4 6.4 7.2
Special, indexes:
All items less f0Od......oovuriernnennnnnnnn . 184.2 185.1 186.4 187.7 6.0 4.8 6.8 7.8 5.4 7.3
All items less shelter..... sEdEmEeEes E v eEaE .. 184.3 185.4 186.8 188.4 4.8 3.8 6.1 9.2 4.3 7.6
All items less mortgage interest costs 1/... 184.7 185.8 187.1 188.8 6.5 3.8 5.8 9.2 5.1 7.5
All items less medical care. . 186.0 187.1 188.7 190.5 5.5 4.3 7.0 10.0 4.9 8.5
Commodities less food....... 169.5 169.9 170.9 171.8 3.2 3.4 6.6 5.5 Be3 6.1
Nondurables less food........coeenue % . 170.6 170.1 171.2 172.1 4.7 4.1 4.8 3.6 4.4 4.2
Nondurables less food and apparel 1/ ..... 179.7 180.3 181.0 181.7 6.1 4.2 4.1 4.5 5.1 4.3
Nondurables 1/...... e TR vow 183.9 - 185.1 186.8 188.8 6.2 2.9 5.6 1.1 4.6 8.3
Services less rent..... . . 209.2 210.9 212.8 214.8 9.8 6.0 5.7 11.1 7.9 8.4
Services less medical care 1/ . 198.1 199.5 200.9 202.5 8.6 6.6 1.2 9.2 7.6 8.2
Energy 1/..coevecenentnennenennens . . 211.8 213.0 214.3  215.7 9.1 2:5 1.7 7.6 Sel 4.6
All items less energy 1/ ................ . 185.6 186.7 188.2 190.0 6.7 4.3 6.5 9.8 5.5 8.2
All items less food and energy..... .o 181.9 182.6 183.8 185.1 6.6 4.6 7.6 vier 5.6 7.4
Commodities less food and energy....... 165.6 165.9 166.9 167.9 4.1 3.3 7.1 5.7 3.7 6.4
Energy commodities owwrnns weeeseesases. 206.8 206.7 206.6 207.2 6.9 .2 2.4 .8 3.5 1.6
Services less energy....... teveeeaseasss 200.2 201.6 203.2 204.9 8.7 5.9 6.9 9.7 7.3 8.3

1/ Not seasonall{ adjusted.
z/ Index series has undergone a change in title and/or definition.
NOTE: Index applies to a month as a whole, not to any specific date.

SOURCE: Bureau of Labor Statistics. The Consumer Price Index--April 1978,
May 31, 1978,




TABLE D.--Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers: Selected Areas,

All Ttems Index, 1967=100 Unless Otherwise Noted

Other Indexes Percent change to Percent change to
Area 1/ Pricing index Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. Apr. 1978 from- Mar. 1978 from-
- schedule base 1978 1978 1978 1978 Apr. Feb. Mar. Mar. Jan. Feb
2 1977 1978 1978 1977 1978 197
U.S. city average.........ocuvuuenn 187.2 188.4 189.8 1391..5 6.6 1.6 0.9 6.5 1.4
Chicago, Ill.-Northwestern Ind..... M 182.5 184.2 186.3 187.3 7.8 1.7 #5 8.1 2.1
DEtWOTE, MICHI vhneTolll « sraverensiuots 5. ¢ & si9 M 185.0  185.6 188.4 190.2 6.3 2.5 1.0 6.6 1.8
L.A.-Long Beach, Anaheim, Calif.... M 185.5 186.5 187.4 189.6 6.6 1.7 1.2 6.1 1.0
N.Y., N.Y.-Northeastern N.J........ M 189.8 190.8 192.2 193.5 5.3 1.4 o 5.1 153
Philadelphia, Pa.-N.J.............. M 187.6 188.2 189.6 190.8 4.9 1.4 .6 5.1 151
Anchorage, Alaska.......couvueuunnnn 1 10/67 179.2 - 180.7 - - - - 3/ 5.1 .8
Baltimore, Md..... 1 = = - - - - - - -
Boston, Mass....... 1 187.5 - 188.2 - - - - 3/ 4.0 .4
Cincinnati, Ohio-Ky. 1 - - - - - - - - -
Denver-Boulder, Colo..,.ceuvueucenn. 1 192.3 = 195.1 - - - - 3/ 7.3 1.5
Miami, Fla........... 1 11/77  100.7 - 102.2 - - - - - 1:.5
Milwaukee, Wis 1 : 183.5 - 186.3 - - - - 4/ 5.6 1.5
Northeast Pennsylvania............. 1 184.9 - 187.0 - - - - 7/ 5.4 1.1
Portland, Oreg.-Wash..eiibeassiiaas 1 187.9 - 191.7 - - - - 3/ 8.6 2.0
St.Llouis; " Mo.-T1l..:uesucesecsines 1 = - = - - - - - -
San@Diego,iCalif. +s vore Tt s s & v 1 188.9 - 191.4 = - - - 4/ 7.2 143
Seattle-Everett, Wash.............. 1 184.1 - 187.2 - - - - T/ P55 1.7
Washington, D.C.-Md.-Va..... v o wumveseds 1 190.2 - 191.5 - - - - 1/ 6.2 .7
Atlanta; Gaeewsn s s oommens s 8 & e 2 - 186.1 - 188.5 4/ 6.3 1.3 - - -
Buffald; No¥siws s s s aamaaans o o o sl 2 - 187.5 - 189.0 3/ 4.6 .8 - - -
Cleveland,;<Ohio. c.tceciivinsessaions 2 - 186.6 - 190.3 3/ 6.3 2.0 - - -
Dallas-Fort Worth, TeX.......ocu... 2 - 186.7 - 189.3 3/ 6.0 144 - - -
Honolulu, Hawaii....eoveenueenunnn. 2 - 178.0 - 181.4 3/ 7.7 1.9 - - -
Houstonly. TeX. dus v eeveesms o s sonseas 2 = = e - o - < - -
Kansas City, Mo.-Kan.......... 2 - 183.8 - 188.9 4/ 6.7 2.8 - - -
Minneapolis-St.Paul, Minn.-Wis 2 - o - - = = = = =
Pittsburgh, Pa .. 2 - z = = & = = - -
San Francisco-Oakland, Calif....... 2 - 189.2 - 192.8 4/ 8.1 1.9 - - -
Region 5/
Noltheasti s« s & s sstemmongs & s asigaies 2 12/77 - 101.0 = 102.5 4/ 5.1 1.5 - - -
North Central. 2 12/77 - 101.4 = 103.2 1/ 6.8 1.8 = - =
South......... 2 12/77 - 101.3 - 103.0 3/ 6.8 1.7 - - -
WEST o Fetitino ofs s ndiordan 2 12/77 - 101.2 - 103.1 3/ 7.7 1.9 - - -
2 12/77 - 101.2 - 102.9 - 147 - - -
2 12/77 = 101.1 - 102.7 - 1.6 - - -
2 12/77 = 101.2 = ©103.1 - 1.9 - - =
2 12/77 = 101.3 - 103.1 - 1.8 - - -
2 12/77 - 101.3 - 102.8 - 1.5 - - =
Region/population size class
cross classification 5/
Northeast/A. svewswsssssasmsmessss 2 12/77 - 101.0 - 102.3 - 1.3 - - -
North Central/A. 8 2 12/77 - 101.4 - 103.4 - 2.0 - - -
South/A......... 2 12/717 - 101.2 - 102.7 - 1.5 - - -
West/A...... 2 12/77 - 101.1 - 103.0 = 1.9 - = =
Northeast/B..... 2 12/77 - 100.9 - 102.7 - 1.8 - - -
North Central/B. 2 12/77 = 101.3 = 103.1 = 1.8 = - =
Southy/B. us sslsnns 2 12/77 - 101.1 - 103.2 - 2.1 - - -
West/B.... 2 12/77 - 101.6 = 103.5 - 1.9 - - -
Northeast/C..... 2 12/77 - 101.2 = 103.2 - 2.0 - - -
North Central/C. 2 12777 = 101.3 - 102.8 = 1.5 - = -
South/C......... 2 12/77 = 101.4 - 103.4 - 2.0 - - -
West/C.Lxk.. 2 12/77 - 101.1 - 102.9 - 1.8 - - -
Northeast/D..... 2 12/77 - 101.0 - 102.2 = 1.2 - - -
North Central/D. 2 12/77 - 101.3 - 103.1 - 1.8 - - -
South/D......... 2 12/77 - 101.6 - 102.7 - 1.1 - - -
West/Di: s sanimomnns 5is ssammntoss § sas 2 12/77 - 100.8 - 102.6 - 1.8 - - -
1/ Area includes the urban portion of the corresponding Standard Metropolitan Statistical Area (SMSA) except for
L.A.-Long Beach, Anaheim which is an aggregation of two SMSA's and for New York and Chicago which are the more extensive
Standard Consolidated Areas. Area definitions are those established for the 1970 Census and do not include revisions
made since 1970.
2/ Foods, fuels, and several other items priced every month in all areas; most other goods and services priced as indicated:
M - Every month.
1 - January, March, May, July, September, and November.
2 - February, April, June, August, October, and December.
3/ Annual rate based on ll-month change.
4/ Annual rate based on 10-month change.
5/ Regions are defined as the four Census regions.
The population size classes are aggregations of areas which have urban population as defined below:
A-1 More than 4,000,000.
A-2 1,250,000 to 4,000,000.
B 385,000 to 1,250,000.
c 75,000 to  385,000.
D Less than 75,000.
Population size class A is the aggregation of population size classes A-1 and A-2.
NOTE: Price changes within areas are found in the Consumer Price Index; differences in living costs among areas are found in

Family Budgets.
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TABLE E.--Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers: Cross—Classification of
Region and Population Size Class by Expenditure Category and
Commodity and Service Group (December 1977=100)

Size class A Size class B Size class C Size class D
(1.25 miliion or more) (385,000-1.250 miliion) (75,000-385,000) (75,000 or less)
’ Category and group 1977 1978 1977 1978 1977 1978 1977 1978
Oct. Dec. Feb. Oct. Dec. Feb. Oct l Dec. Feb. Oct. Dec. Feb.
Northeast
Expenditure category
AROMS: oo svvinn s sieiie sniss sasimimnn smieivime simmamesnas 3 | =202 100.0 1010 | ----- 100.0 1009 | ----- 100.0 1012 | ----- 100.0 101.0
Food and beverages . ......-c.cceeceemceacceenananan | 77707 100.0 1028 | ----- 100.0 1025 | -<--- 100.0 1024 | ----- 100.0 1025
HOUSING = 2 a5 5.5 i SIS S Swmrmiaie sisvare e wmmime & | Fmiimie 100.0 100.8 100.0 1011 | ----- 100.0 1017 | ----- 100.0 101.3
Apparel and UPKEBP - - -« e ceeccaccanme e ea e | 7T 1000 97.3 100.0 942 | ----- 100.0 967 | ----- 100.0 95.7
Transportation . . . ..o o cceeoccanee e e | T 100.0 100.2 - 100.0 1007 | ----- 100.0 1005 | ----- 100.0 1003
(T e p———— | I 100.0 1019 | ----- 100.0 1016 | ----- 100.0 1025 | ----- 100.0 1018
Entertainment - .. c.ceeeecmeccccccnananacaacmcemane | T77"" 100.0 1019 | ----- 100.0 1012 | ----- 100.0 1007 | ----- 100.0 1013
Other goods and Services - ... - .-cceenmmennmnaaens st [ 100.0 1005 | ----- 100.0 1007 | ----- 100.0 1005 | ----- 100.0 1003
Commodity and service group
COMMOGIeS ..o .-veevecamcacccacceaansemamenassascacsnn| """ 100.0 1008 | ----- 100.0 1007 | ----- 100.0 1008 | ----- 100.0 100.6
Commodities less food and beverages .......----..cceceaaaa | =o""" 100.0 996 | ----- 100.0 998 | ----- 100.0 1001 | ----- 100.0 998
SOVICOS. oo e e Sumsrssrtrerd e smeiminie swminiomm mbmmml]) T HOT 100.0 1012 | ----- 100.0 1013 | ----- 100.0 1019 | ----- 100.0 101.5
North Central
Expenditure category
0 R R e—— R 100.0 1014 | ----- 100.0 1013 | ----- 100.0 1013 | ----- 100.0 1013
Food.and beverages - .. .....---cccceeeeecneenanaaaan | "m0 100.0 1033 | ----- 100.0 1020 | ----- 100.0 1029 [ ----- 100.0 103.2
HOUSOQ - -.c.cicsinim oo mimm siisies Siisiaings smmmm s Eme s b | 2 2o 100.0 1018 | ----- 100.0 1020 | ----- 100.0 1018 [ ----- 100.0 1015
Apparel and UpKBBD. . ..cv v susn s susnin wwmimiars mammn wmem | 5" 100.0 965 [ ----- 100.0 978 | ----- 100.0 971 | ----- 100.0 96.6
Transportation . - . - .o ccciiiin e a e | T 100.0 1001 | ----- 100.0 998 | ----- 100.0 1003 | ----- 100.0 100.0
MOOICALEAIE ........ s SomassTaeaeR SEREREReerme s | B8 $EE 100.0 1018 | ----- 100.0 1023 | ----- 100.0 1013 | ----- 100.0 102.8
Entortanimiont ... suwmes smamas swiemems iemsyems wnieimie mmime | 050 100.0 1010 | ----- 100.0 1014 | ----- 100.0 1012 | ----- 100.0 101.7
Other goods and SOIVICES - . . - .ccuevvcceaeancnaoanenanas | =7 " 100.0 1005 | ----- 100.0 1010 | ----- 100.0 999 | ----- 100.0 100.9
Commodity and service group
COMMOBIOS . : .ooms smrann sunse Datmmes summwewsmweses f; S0 = 100.0 1013 | ----- 100.0 1007 | ----- 100.0 1012 | ----- 100.0 101.1
Commodities less food and beverage . . I S 2L 100.0 1003 | ----- 100.0 1002 | ----- 100.0 1005 | ----- 100.0 100.2
SOIVICBS . ....ccccuvrecccncccccncnaaasenmnaaaaaaaacana | TmT" 100.0 1017 | ----- 100.0 1021 | ----- 100.0 1015 [ ----- 100.0 101.8
South
AIRBMS . covccincvmnnoenmmmnasosensinanensnnnesmansss | T582" 100.0 1012 | ----- 100.0 1011 | ----- 100.0 1014 | ----- 100.0 101.6
Food and beverages .. R 100.0 1027 | ----- 100.0 1025 [ ----- 100.0 1030 | ----- 100.0 103.1
HOuSING - - ccccccnmecanamccanccccuncccnenns I 100.0 1013 | ----- 100.0 1014 | ----- 100.0 1017 | ----- 100.0 101.6
Apparel and UpKeBp . - - <« ceveeiimn e [ T 100.0 999 | ----- 100.0 980 | ----- 100.0 973 | ----- 100.0 99.7
Transportabion . . . < v sreerueEny sukimes samswe vawss | T3S 100.0 1004 | ----- 100.0 999 100.0 1000 | ----- 100.0 100.2
MOdICAICRO. 5 s v wamsmasmmsmse gt simmmaie: mimmsinsn |0 07T 100.0 1015 | ----- 100.0 102.1 100.0 1018 [ ----- 100.0 1035
Entertainment . . ... .cciceeeiiicieieeeeaeeaaeee | T 100.0 1004 | ----- 100.0 102.1 100.0 1014 | ----- 100.0 102.2
Other goods and SeIVICES ... ....ccceeeaccccmennncnanan| """ 100.0 1005 | ----- 100.0 100.5 100.0 1013 | ----- 100.0 101.8
Commodity and service group
COMMOAII®S .« vovecoceceeoacaccccennaanancmnmmaaana| =7""" 100.0 1011 | ----- 100.0 1008 | ----- 100.0 1011 | ----- 100.0 1013
Commodities less food and beverages . ... ...-cceeecccaaaan| === " 100.0 1004 | ----- 100.0 1004 | ----- 100.0 1003 | ----- 100.0 1005
SOVICRS) 2 s samnsepEswEEE RS b emms wd e i e Saanaiiet | $¥8=Y 100.0 1014 | ----- 100.0 1017 | ----- 100.0 1017 | ----- 100.0 102.1
West
100.0 101.1 100.0 1016 | ----- 100.0 1011 | ----- 100.0 100.8
100.0 102.6 100.0 1031 | ----- 100.0 1030 | ----- 100.0 103.0
100.0 101.1 100.0 1017 | ----- 100.0 1009 | ----- 100.0 1003
100.0 989 100.0 990 | ----- 100.0 977 | ----- 100.0 977
100.0 1007 | ----- 100.0 1014 | ----- 100.0 1008 | ----- 100.0 100.4
100.0 1019 | ----- 100.0 1016 | ----- 100.0 1013 | ----- 100.0 1014
100.0 994 | ----- 100.0 1005 | ----- 100.0 1007 | ----- 100.0 102.0
100.0 1015 | ----- 100.0 1005 | ----- 100.0 1011 | ----- 100.0 1017
100.0 1010 | ----- 100.0 1014 | ----- 100.0 1013 | ----- 1000 101.3
100.0 1003 | ----- 100.0 1007 | ----- 100.0 1006 | ----- 100.0 100.6
100.0 1013 | ----- 100.0 1019 | ----- 100.0 1008 | ----- 100.0 100.2

SOURCE: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Monthly Labor Review, 101 (May 1978), p. 103.
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TABLE F.--Revised Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers:
U.S. City Average, by Expenditure Category and Commodity and Service Group,

¥

1967=100
Relative Unadjusted Seasonally adjusted
Group importance Unadjusted indexes percent change to percent change from-
December Mar. Apr. Apr. 1978 from- Jan. to Feb. to Mar. to
1977 1978 1978 Apr. 1977 Mar. 1978 Feb. Mar. Apr.
Expenditure category

All items 100.000 189.7 191.4 6.6 0.9 0.6 0.8 0.8
All items(1957-59=100) e - 220.6 222.6 - - - - -
Food and beverages........... 20.480 199.2 202.2 8.2 1.5 1.2 1.3 1.8
FoOd:...oiad 5 5 5 3 i 19.297 203.9 207.1 8.5 1.6 152 1.3 1.8
FOOd at: NOME . covce pis s o « Trsioimins @ 5 2 £ Hgans 13.493 202.2 206.0 8.8 1.9 153 15 23
Cereals and bakery products......... 1.692 194.7 195.7 T2 5 152 .5 .6
Meats, poultry, fish, and eggs...... 4.399 192.8 198.5 14.1 3.0 2.6 3.3 4.7
DALTY PLOAUECTS wn o v v & ciaresaniss v & ereseismnie 1.821 179.4 181.6 6.0 1.2 5 il 1.5
Fruits and vegetables............... 1.837 203.1 209.9 3.4 3.3 S .4 1.5
Sugar and SWeetS.........cccaniannnn .466 252.1 254.4 12.4 .9 ) 1.6 1.9
Fats and oils .390 200.0 205.1 11.8 2.5 U2 +9 352
Nonalcoholic beverages 1/........... 1.728 340.0 340.8 9.4 2 25 .4 22
Other prepared foods 2/% 1.161 184.8 186.1 6.7 o7 w7 .4 .6
Food away from home...... 5.804 211.9 213.5 8.1 .8 .9 »9, il
Alcoholic beverages........ 1.183 156.8 158.2 5.6 .9 .8 1.0 .8
Housing 2/.:::%ebeseonss s susmemns s § vuwaens 40.683 196.7 198.1 7.8 o .6 1.0 .8
ShElEeT  oce o s o vniosnblid § & E0TF0E 4 5 3 5 G0m0ms 26.373 202.9 204.5 9.0 .8 ol 1.0 «9
Rent, residential......ccocccveeennnnne 5.322 160.5 161.4 6.5 .6 .4 .6 o7
Other rental costs 2/...ceveeennananns .488 202.2 202.9 10.3 .3 T.7 o7 .5
Homeownership......ccoiieeveeccvcennns 20.563 218.3 220.2 9.6 .9 o] 1.2 1.0
Home purchase ..........ccocciunninnnn 8.753 190.6 191.7 8.4 .6 «3 .8 .5
a Financing, taxes, and insurance 2/.. 8.507 245.1 248.0 11.8 1.2 1.1 1.7 1.7
Maintenance and repairs............. 3.303 224 .4 226.6 723 1.0 .8 .5 .8
Maintenance and repair services... 2.322 241.6 244.0 8.3 1.0 1.2 .8 1.0
Maintenance and repair commodities .981 185.2 187.1 4.9 1.0 oo | =02 .4
Fuel and other utilities 2/ 6.398 212.7 214.1 7.4 o .8 Ll .9
EuElis 2/ s sumeeuwiss v ivs - 4.268 242.2 244.4 8.4 9 1.l 1.4 1.2
Fuel oil, coal, and bottled gas... .892 297.1 296.5 5.1 -.2 o 1.0 .6
Gas (piped) and electricity 2/...... 3.375 226.7 229.4 9.3 1.2 1.4 1.5 1.4
Other utilities and public services 2/ 2.130 157.4 157.8 5:3 <3 22 .4 .1
Household furnishings and operation 2/.. 7.912 173.6 174.6 Sl .6 a1l .9 +3
HousefurniSHIngs 2/ ¥ vovewnios s « « sretimas 4.735 151.8 152.6 4.0 .5 -.1 1.0 ol
Housekeeping supplies........ovvuannnn 1.616 201.9 203.2 (% .6 3 1.2 5
Housekeeping services 2/.............. 1.560 218.2 219.8 7.0 o7 .6 .0 -9
Apparel and upkeep........ ccieiiiniaannnn 5.836 156.0 158.1 3.8 1.3 -.8 .6 11
Apparel commodities............... ... 5.200 152.3 154.4 3.1 1.4 -1:0 .6 1.2
Men's and boys' apparel............... 1.644 155.4 156.6 2.3 .8 <Ll =3 3
Women's and girls' apparel............ 2.081 144.7 148.2 3.2 2.4 -1.6 1.2 2.4
Infants' and toddlers' apparel 2/..... .144 211.6 215.2 5.2 1.7 -1.5 o2 1.2
EOOEWEA: & & sniwseivn s 5 ¥ 0O a@ass § § § Hanme =157 159.8 161.1 31 .8 sl -.1 .6
Other apparel commodities 2/.......... .575 155.5 156.6 4.5 o7 .0 3 .6
Apparel services 1/.........icceiiennnse .636 180.4 181.8 8.9 .8 1.0 .7 .8
TransSportatiioNi e s « « weeezamrsie s & = seissacess 20.233 180.0 181.3 2.6 .7 .6 .1 4
Private transportation.................. 19.249 179.2 180.5 2.4 .7 .6 -1 -2
NEW=EATER s 5 v eaenh oa s @ seeioya™ s v 8 sieemie 4.275 151.1 1512 75 .1 5 .2 -3
Used CarSi wawwmppmnies 3 ¥ saaamins § & § demems 3.855 172.3 1773 -5.6 2.9 2.:0 .0 o3
Gasoline 2/............ ivis 4.786 189.4 190.1 1.7 .4 -.4 .3 s1
Maintenance and repair 2/........ 1.664 216.3 217.0 7.8 .3 1zl 2 &)
Other private transportation 2/ 4.668 182.7 183.0 3.9 .2 .3 .1 =22
Other private trans. commodities 2/. .815 157.5 158.3 5.0 <5 .8 .6 .9
Other private trans. services 2/.... 3.854 19142 191.4 37 .1 il A | -.4
Public transportation..........ccoeeeeees <985 187.3 187.3 3.8 .0 55 .3 .5
Medical care.........oeveveunnn 4.492 214.3 215.6 8.3 .6 .8 .6 ol
Medical care commodities 2/. .780 141.0 142.2 7.4 .9 .9 T .8
Medical care services......oececeecccnee 3.712 229.7 231.0 8.4 .6 .8 =D 7
Professional services 1/ 2/........... 1.916 204.8 205.8 7.6 5 .8 D -5
Other medical care services 2/........ 1.796 260.1 261.5 9.1 .5 .6 .5 -8
Entertainment 2/....coeccsvrevesinonssiwevns 3.910 174.1 1753 5.9 o7 1.2 3 .4
Entertainment commodities 2/ 2.497 175:3 176.1 6.0 o) 10 il sl
Entertainment services 2/.7 1.413 172.9 174.9 6.2 1=2 1.6 .6 1.0
Other goods and services 2/ 4.367 179.6 180.1 6.1 .3 .3 .4 .4
Tobacco products........... 1.454 173.7 173.9 4.7 ol N | .4 -3
Personal care 1/...cccciveeusnssssonanne 1.813 178.9 179.7 6.7 -4 .6 -4 .4

Toilet goods and personal care .
appliances 1/ 2/...cievenrccninnanse .871 174.5 174.7 5.7 1 5 =3 51
Personal care services 1/ .942 183.4 184.8 7.7 8 6 .5 .8
Personal and educational expenses 2/. 1.100 193.6 193.7 7.0 1 5 .3 .5
School books and supplies 2/..... .166 181.0 181.2 9.3 1 6 il .6
Personal and educational services 2/.. .934 197.1 197.3 6.4 1 4 -3 5

(Continued)
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TABLE, F.--Revised Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers:
U.S. City Average, by Expenditure Category and Commodity and Service Group,
1967=100 (Continued)

Relative Unadjusted Seasonally adjusted

Group importance Unadjusted indexes percent change to percent change from-
December Mar. Apr. Apr. 1978 from- Jan. to Feb. to Mar. to
1977 1978 1978 Apr. 1977 Mar. 1978 Feb. Mar. Apr.

Commodity and service group

All PtemS..eueeroonnnnnsnnsonnnoanons 100.000 189.7 191.4 6.6 0.9 0.6 0.8 0.8
Commodities....oveereersnanoncnneens 62.156 181.5 183.4 5.8 1.0 .6 .8 .9
Food and beverages 20.480 199.2 202.2 8.2 1.5 1.2 1.3 1.8
Commodities less food and beverages .... 41.677 170.8 172.1 4.6 .8 3 .5 .4
Nondurables less food and beverages... 18.201 172.6 173.6 4.3 .6 <2 .6 3
Apparel commodities........cccuoenen 5.200 152.3 154.4 3.1 1.4 -1.0 .6 1.2
Nondurables less food, beverages,
and apparel 1/......oiieiiieaeneenn 13.001 186.1 186.7 4.8 <3 .3 .4 +3
Durables...... § e s B e 23.475 168.2 169.7 4.6 .9 .5 o5 5
Services g s 37.844 205.0 206.4 7.9 .7 .8 .8 59
Rent, residential.............. 5.322 160.5 161.4 6.5 .6 4 .6 .7
Household services less rent 2/ 18.384 226.0 228.2 9.5 1.0 1.0 1.3 1.2
Transportation services........ 6.502 195.2 195.5 4.7 By, +D el -.1
Medical care services... ) 3.712 229.7 231.0 ° 8.4 .6 .8 w9 4T
Other Services 2/......eeeeeecenncenenns 3.924 1811 182.4 T2 ~4 1.0 .6 .8
Special indexes: 2
All items less foOd....cevverennnenccnenen 80.703 185.8 187.2 6.2 .8 +5 .6 .6
All items less shelter.. 73.627 186.3 188.0 5.9 .9 a7 .6 «9
Al]l items less mortgage interest costs 1/ 93.855 187.0 188.7 6.2 .9 2T .6 59
All items less medical care .. 95.508 188.3 190.0 6.5 -9 .6 sl -9
Commodities less food............ wion 42.859 169.9 171.2 4.6 .8 .3 D D
Nondurables less food ase 19.384 170.7 171.8 4.3 .6 -.2 .6 5
Nondurables less food and apparel 1/ eioene 14.184 181.1 181.7 4.7 3 .4 .4 .3
Nondurables 1/....civiiumnnnnncacnacnnnnns 38.681 186.6 188.7 6.4 1.1 .7 .8 1.1
Services 1€SS TeNt.....cevecennaocconcnens 32.522 213.0 214.6 8.2 .8 #9 .8 -9
Services less medical care 1/............. 34.131 201.0 202.4 7.8 -7 .8 o7 7
ENETZY 1/ cnuveeenurensoneennuesnnnaannnes 9.160 214.1 215.4 5.0 .6 o9 .6 .6
All items less energy 1/......eceeeevnvennn 90.840 188.1 189.9 6.7 1.0 T ol 1.0
All items less food and energy “ 71.543 183.3 184.7 6.3 .8 .4 .6 57
Commodities less food and energy. 37.075 166.1 167.5 4.9 .8 32 5 .6
Energy commodities 1/......... 5.785 206.5 207.0 2.4 .2 =gl .0 .2
Services 1€SS ENergy....ceeeseseennases 34.468 203.2 204.6 . 7.8 .7 o7 .7 .8
Purchasing power of the consumer dollar:
1967=$1.00 1/...cueeneinnnnn 4iE § & svesimmme v - $.527 $.522 -6.3 -.9 =6 -.8 -.9
1957-59=81.00 1/ ccvvnmnnnnnenernuonnnnnns - .453 .449 - - - - -

1/ Not seasonally adjusted.

2/ Index series has undergone a change in title and/or definition.
NOTE: Index applies to a month as a w ole, not to any specific date.

SOURCE: Bureau of Labor Statistics. The Consumer Price Index--April 1978,
May 31, 1978.
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TABLE G.—--Revised Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers:
Seasonally Adjusted U.S. City Average, by Expenditure Category and
Commodity and Service Group, 1967=100

Seasonally adjusted indexes Seasonally adjusted annual rate
percent change for-
Group Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. 3 months ending in 6 months ending in
1978 1978 1978 1978 July Oct. Jan. Apr. Oct. Apr.
1977 1977 1978 1978 1977 1978

Expenditure category

All QtemS...ieevereenoeeaansssocoecacsoossannns - = = = 5.7 4.5 6.9 9.5 5.1 8.2
Food and beverages.. 196.8 199.3 202.8 4.3 3.0 8.4 18.2 3.7 13.2
Food . s o ewwm s 201.4 204.0 207.7 4.2 3+ 8.5 18.7 Fial 13.4
Food at home........iieitiiniiinenerrannn . 199.3 202.2 206.9 3.2 2.5 9.2 222 2.9 15.5
Cereals and bakery products........... 190.1 192.3 193.2 194.3 6.1 5.5 7.7 9.1 5.8 8.4
Meats, poultry, fish, and eggs........ 184.1 188.9 195.1 204.2 -5.9 .0 18.9 51.4 -3.0 34.2
Dairy productsS.....coceeeceececncanoes 176.1 177.0 178.2 180.9 14.0 2 -1.1 11.4 6.9 4.9
Fruits and vegetables............... Ve 199.7 200.6 201.5 204.6 -20.8 13.0 15.8 10.2 -5.4 13.0
Sugar and sweetS...........0 ceessscens 243.0 244.2 248.1 252.9 18.6 -5 14.1 17%3 9.2 15.7
Fats and 0ils.....ccccvvvnerenccccansss 195.1 197.4 199.2 205.5 48.2 -12.6 -2.2 231 13.8 9:7
Nonalcoholic beverages 1/ ............. 336.9 338.5 340.0  340.8 56.5 =5.7 -7.1 4.7 21.5 -1.4
Other prepared foods 2/ ...ccuevevenn. 181.9 183.1 183.9 185.0 21 10.7 7.4 7.0 6.3 7.2
Food away from home.... 210.2 212.1 213.5 9.0 58 7.6 10.4 T2 9.0
Alcoholic beverages 155.5 157.0 158.2 4.6 1.6 5.9 10.5 3l 8.2
Housing 2/. . 194.7 196.6 198.2 8.8 5.9 6.9 10.1 7.3 8.5
Shelter. 201.0 203.1 205.0 9.0 6.2 9.8 11.0 7.6 10.4
Rent, r651 ent al [ 159.4 160.3 161.4 6.2 6.4 6.8 6.7 6.3 6.8
Other rental costs 2/ 201.3 202.8 203.9 2+2 11..4 152 1205 6.7 13.8
Homeownership......... 216.1 218.6 220.8 10.1 5.9 10.3 1201 8.0 11..2
Home purchase ......c.coceececccccosons 189.1 190.6 191.5 7.4 9.0 10.6 6:5 8.2 8.6
Financing, taxes, and insurance 2/.. 238.6 241.2 245.3 249.5 14.3 3.3 10.7 19.6 8.7 15.1
Maintenance and repairs........cecco0e 222.6 224.4 225.5 227.4 6.8 6.5 Tl 8.9 6.6 8.0
Maintenance and repair services..... 238.1 240.9 242.8 245.2 8.0 5.8 6.8 2135 6.9 9.6
Maintenance and repair commodities.. 186.2 186.4 186.1 186.9 3.4 8.0 6.9 1.5 5.7 4.2
Fuel and other utilities 2/.. 5 209.3 211.6 213.4 12.0 7.4 -1.0 LE7 9.7 5.2
FUELS 2/ vonadivions s sainmomnsneeans .o . 237.0 240.3 243.3 135.3 7.8 ~Z5 16.1 F0.°5 6.4
Fuel o0il, coal, and bottled gas. 290.7 291.1 293.9 295.6 8.1 4.1 1.7 6.9 6.1 4.3
Gas (piped) and electricity 2/........ 218.7 221.8 2251 228.3 15.4 9.2 -4.4 18.7 12.2 6.5
Other utilities and public services 2/ 156.5 156.8 157.4 157.6 7.7 6.7 4.2 2.8 72 3.5
Household furnishings and operation 2/ 171.9 172.1 173.6 174.2 5.4 339 5.8 525 4.6 5.6
Housefurnishings 2/..ccceceeeccecenes .. 150.6 150.5 152.0 152.3 3.6 3.0 4.6 4.6 33 4.6
Housekeeping suppTxes .. 198.7 199.3 201.7 202.8 10.7 3.3 4.6 8.5 7.0 6.5
Housekeeping services 2/ .. 216.4 217.6 217.5 219.4 5.6 6.7 10.2 5.7 6.1 79
Apparel and upkeep........ e .. 156.9 155.7 156.7 158.5 5.3 2.6 3.1 4.1 4.0 3.6
Apparel commodities...... 153<7 15222 15321 154.9 4.9 1.9 2.1 332 3.4 2.6
Men's and boys' apparel... 157.0 155.3 155.7 156.1 4.3 2.6 4.5 =23 3.4 1.0
Women's and girls' apparel........ .. 146.9 144.6 146.3 149.8 6.2 -.5 -.8 8.1 2.8 3.6
Infants' and toddlers' apparel 2/. .. 215.4 212.2 212.7 215.2 -3.1 25.8 .9 -.4 10.4 3
FOOLWEAT . s siosivnsns s s saassnvsissosie .. 159.5 159.7 159.6 160.6 3.1 4.4 2.3 2.8 3.8 255
Other apparel commodities 2/. .. 155.4 155.4 L5528 156.8 6.3 Il 5.0 e 4.7 4.3
Apparel services 1/......... e s 1775 179.2 180.4 181.8 7::9 6.3 11.6 10.0 7.1 10.8
Transportation....cceceeee sa 1807 181.8 182.0 182.3 .0 <=l 7.4 3.6 = ol 55
Private transportation.. 180.0 181.1 181.3 181.6 =59 52 72 3.6 -3 5.4
New cars.... 149.4 150.2 150.5 151.0 7.0 6.0 1257 4.4 6.5 8.4
Used cars.. 178.0 181.6 181.6 182.2 -19.9 -20.0 12.6 9.8 -19.9 1152
Gasoline 2/...vuvecussanns 192.3 191.6 192.1 192.2 3.3 4.1 6.3 -.2 .3 3.0
Maintenance and repair 2/....... .» 212.5 214.9 215.4 216.4 7.4 7.0 9.1 7.5 7.2 8.3
Other private transportation 2/ ......... 181.2 181.7 181.8 181.5 95 5.5 .2 sl T.ub .4
Other private trans. commodities 2/... 154.7 156.0 156.9 158.3 2.4 6.5 1.8 9.6 4.4 L
Other private trans. services 2/...... 190.0 190.4 190.2 189.5 11.4 S:2 -.4 -1.0 8.3 = T
Public transportation................ veo  1185.9 186.8 187.3 188.2 7.2 -2.8 6.0 5.0 il 5.5
Medical care....cccccacacacans ee 21053 212.9 214.1 215.6 8.7 8.5 7.7 8.4 8.6 8.1
Medical care commodities 2/. 138.7 140.0 141.0 142.1 TS 6.7 5.7 10.2 7.1 7.9
Medical care services......... 226.6 228.3 229.4 231.0 8.7 8.9 8.2 8.0 8.8 8.1
Professional services 1/ 2/.. 202.1 203.8 204.8 205.8 TS5 7.8 7.7 7.5 T-sT 7.6
Other medical care services 2/. 256.4 258.0 259.3 261.5 10.2 9.8 8.4 8.2 10.0 8.3
Entertainment 2/.........c..00ue we: 1720 174.1 174.6 175.3 5.2 7.1 3.6 7.9 6.1 Ss 7
Entertainment commodities Z/ .. 174.0 175.8 176.0 176.1 6.9 6.3 6.0 4.9 6.6 5.4
Entertainment services 2/. 169.3 172.0 173.1 174.9 32 7.7 -5 13.9 5.4 7.0
Other goods and services 2/. 178.1 178.7 179.4  180.1 5+5 91 4.9 4.6 7.3 4.7
Tobacco products......... i, AdLs T 172.5 173.2 17347 3.4 13.5 0 2.3 8.4 1.2
Personal €are 1/ .eeise o cmimmeaimn oo o smineieire 177.1 178.2 178.9 179.7 Tzl 6.2 7.6 6.0 6.6 6.8
Toilet goods and personal care
appliances 1/ Z/ewsssonenedion s s cumvsine 173.0 173.9 174.5 174.7 6.4 6.3 6.0 4.0 6.4 5.0
Personal care services 1/ s 181.4 182.5 183.4 184.8 7 6.:3 9.1 T 7.0 8.4
Personal and educational expenses 2/. 191.8 192.7 193.3 194.3 6.1 9.2 7.4 5.3 7.6 6.4
School books and supplies 2/......... 178.3 179.3 180.5 181.6 6.4 16.1 745 7.6 11.1 7.6
Personal and educational services 2/. 195.5 196.3 196.9 197.9 5.9 7.4 7:5 5.0 6.7 6.2

(Continued)
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TABLE G.-- Revised Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers:
Seasonally Adjusted U.S. City Average, by Expenditure Category and
Commodity and Service Group, 1967=100 (Continued)

Seasonally adjusted indexe’s Seasonally acjusted annual rate
percent change for-
Group Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. 3 months ending in 6 months ending in
1978 1978 1978 1978 July Oct. Jan. Apr. Oct. Apr.
1977 1977 1978 1978 1977 1978

Commodity and service group

All PteMS..evveensansovosnassssonssesssascnsnns = £ - = 547 4.5 6.9 9.5 Sal 8.2
Commodities........... . 181.0 182.4 184.0 335 355 BT 9.2 3.5 8.4
Food and beverages 196.8 199.3 202.8 4.3 3.0 8.4 18.2 Biesl- 13:2
Commodities less food and beverages....... 170.6 1711 172.0 172.7 3.2 3.7 6.8 5.0 3.4 5.9
Nondurables less food and beverages..... 172.6 172.3 173.3 173.9 4.6 4.3 4.8 3.0 4.5 3.9
Apparel commodities..........c.cceennnn 153.7 152.2 153.1 154.9 4.9 1.9 2.2 3.2 3.4 2.6
Nondurables less food, beverages,
and apparel 1/...c.ceeennnennnncennes 184.8 +185.4 186.1 186.7 6.7 4.3 4.0 4.2 5.5 4.1
Durables..... . 21677 168.6 169.4 170.2 2.0 2.5 8.3 6.1 2.2 7.2
Services.......oc0e0 . 201.5 203.1 204.7 206.5 9.3 6.3 5.8 10.3 7.8 8.0
Rent, residential........covennn . -158.8 159.4 160.3 161.4 6.2 6.4 6.8 6.7 6.3 6.8
Household services less rent 2/ . 220.8 223.1 225.9 228.7 11.4 5.7 6.2 151 8.5 10.6
Transportation services....... . 193.4 194.3 194.5 194.4 9.6 3.4 3.4 Zod: 6.4 2.7
Medical care services.... . 226.6 228.3 229.4 231.0 8.7 8.9 8.2 8.0 8.8 8.1
Other services 2/....ccoviveneeerenccnnees 178.4 180.1 181.1 182.5 6.0 6.9 6.5 9.5 6.4 8.0
Special indexes:
All items less food.....uieeurvnncennnneneens 184.2 185.2 186.4 187.6 6.0 4.8 6.8 7.6 5.4 Toe2
All items less shelter...........cceceeuevnns 184.4 185.6 186.8 188.4 4.8 3.8 6.3 9.0 4.3 746
All items less mortgage interest costs 1/... 184.6 185.8 187.0 188.7 6.5 3.8 5.6 9.2 Sl 7.4
All items less medical care .. 186.1 187.3 188.7 190.4 545 4.3 7.2 9.6 4.9 8.4
Commodities 1less f0Od....oveverirnneccoccens 169.6 170.1 171.0 171.8 3.2 3.4 6.9 5.3 3.3 6.1
Nondurables less food......ocuvvirnnnncaannns 170.5 170.2 171.2 172.1 4.7 4.1 4.6 3.8 4.4 4.2
Nondurables less food and apparel 1/........ 179.6 180.3 181.1 181.7 6.1 4.2 3.9 4.8 5.1 4.3
Nondurables 1/....ccvunieennencnnns SRR & e 183.8 185.1 186.6 188.7 6.2 2.9 5.4 11.1 4.6 8.2
Services less rent E §% s @ o * 20951 211.0 212.7 214.6 9.8 6.0 5.5 10.9 449 8.2
Services less medical care 1/....vecvvnnenns 198.0 199.6 201.0 202.4 8.6 6.6 7.0 9.2 7.6 8.1
Energy 1/...ceeeeeneecnnnannnnns a¢ el 212.8 214.1 215.4 9.1 2:5 1.5 7.2 5.7 4.3
All items less energy 1/.. . 185.5 186.8 188.1 189.9 6.7 4.3 6.3 9.8 S 8.0
All items less food and energy... 181.8 182.6 183.7 184.9 6.6 4.6 7.4 7.0 5.6 7.2
Commodities less food and energy 165.6 165.9 166.8 167.8 4.1 3.3 T+l 5.4 37 6.2
Energy commodities 1/.......... 206.7 206.5 206.5 207.0 6.9 .2 2.2 .6 3.5 1.4
Services 1€SS Energy...eeescecscssaccnscs 200.1 201.6 203.1 204.8 8.7 5.9 6.7 9.7 743 82

1/ Not seasonally adjusted.
7/ Index series has undergone a change in title and/or definition.
NOTE: Index applies to a month as a whole, not to any specific date.

SOURCE: Bureau of Labor Statistics. The Consumer Price Index--April 1978,
May 31, 1978.
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TABLE H.--Revised Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers:
Selected Areas, All Items Index, 1967=100 Unless Otherwise Noted

Other Indexes Percent change to Percent change to
Area 1/ Pricing index Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. Apr. 1978 from- Mar. 1978 from-
- schedule base 1978 1978 1978 1978 Apr. Feb. Mar. Mar. Jan. Feb.
2 1977 1978 1978 1977 1978 1978
US., (Gaity aVerage' saemmeesss sanpioss 187.1 188.4 189.7 191.4 6.6 1.6 0.9 6.5 1.4 07
Chicagp, Ill.-Northwestern Ind M 182.4 183.8 185.6 186.6 7.4 1.5 »5 Tl 1.8 1.0
Detroit, Mich.....coseeios ueitn. M 185.0 185.8  187.9  189.8 6.0 2.2 1.0 6.3 1.6 1.1
L.A.-Long Beach, Anaheim, Calif. M 185.6  186.8  187.1 188.9 6.2 1.1 1.0 5.9 .8 .2
N.Y., N.Y.-Northeastern N.J.. s M 189.8  180.8 191.9 192.8 5.0 1.0 .5 4.9 1.1 .6
Philadelphia, Pa.-N.J...civeuennnns M 187.4 188.7  189.7 191.5 5.3 1.5 .9 5.2 1.2 5
Anchorage, Alaska......oovuvennnnnnn 1! 10/67 179.2 - 180.8 - - - - 3/ 5.2 9 -
Baltimore, Md.... 1 - e - - - - - - - -
Boston,, Mass. oo, Vs 1 187.5 - 187.8 - - - - 3/ 3.7 o2 -
Cincinnati, Ohio-Ky.-Ind 1; - - - - - - - - - -
Denver-Boulder, Colo.... 1 192.3 = 195.7 - = = - 3/ 7.7 1.8 &
Miami;-Fla.:cvivieacs 1 11/77  100.6 - 102.3 - - - 2 - 1.7 -
Milwaukee, Wis.. 1 184.0 - 186.5 & = - 2 4/ 5.8 1.4 =
Northeast Pennsylvania. 1 184.6 - 187.2 - - - - 4/ 5.5 1.4 -
Portland, Oreg.-Wash... 1 187.9 - 191.9 - - - - 3/ 8.7 2.1 -
St. Louis, Mo.-Ill... 1 = - = - - - - - - -
San Diego, Calif..... 1 188.9 - 191.2 - - N - 4/°7.1 1.2 -
Seattle-Everett, Wash.... % 1 183.8 = 186.8 = - - & 3/ 7.3 1.6 =
Washington, D.C.-Md.-Va............ 1 189.5 - 191.4 2 5 - % 1/ 6.1 1.0 -
........................ 2 = 186.5 - 188.9 4/ 6.6 1.3 = - = -
2 - 187.5 - 189.2 3/ 4.8 .9 - - - -
T 2 - 186.6 - 190.7 3/ 6.6 2.2 o - - -
Dallas-Fort Worth, Tex. 2 - 186.7 - 189.7 3/ 6.3 1.6 - - - -
Honolulu, Hawaii....... 2 = 177.5 ~ 181.3 3/ 7.6 201 = - - -
Houston, TeX........ 2 - = - = - - - - - -
Kansas City, Mo.-Kan......... 2 - 184.4 - 188.6 4/ 6.5 2.3 = - = -
Minneapolis-St.Paul, Minn.-Wis. 2 = - = - - - - - - -
Pittsburpgh; Pateaweass s saasanss g 2 - & 5 - - = - - - -
San Francisco-Oakland, Calif....... 2 - 189.5 - 192.4 4/ 7.8 135 - - - -
Region 5/
NorgheaSt. s svenises s vowamoonns go4 2 12/77 - 101.1 - 102.4 4/ 5.0 1.3 - - - -
North Central. 2 12/77 - 101.3 - 103.1 4/ 6.7 1.8 - - - -
South.s:s isass 1 2 12/77 = 101.2 - 103.1 3/ 6.9 1.9 E - - -
WESE wcinome's 1 ermibrssmursiioss » = Fisumsnsiosose w8 am 2 12/77 - 101.3 - 102.9 4/ 7.5 1.6 - - - -
2 12/77 - 101.3 - 102.6 - 1.3 - - - -
2 12/77 - 101.1 - 102.8 - 1.7 - - - -
2 12/77 - 101.3 3 103.2 - 1.9 - - - -
2 12/77 - 101.2 - 103.1 - 1.9 = - = -
2 12/77 - 101.3 - 102.8 = 1.5 - - - -
Region/population size class
cross classification 5/
NOTLheaSt/Aci v s o s sacnisipss ¢ s 2 12/77 = 101.0 - 102.1 = Ll - - - -
North Central/A 2 12/77 = 101.3 - 103.2 = 1.9 = o - -
South/A.. 2 2 12/77 = 101.2 = 103.0 = 1.8 = & E =
West/A...... 2 12/77 = 101.3 - 102.7 - 1.4 & - = =
Northeast/B...... 2 12/77 - 101.1 - 102.8 - 1.7 - - - -
North Central/B.. 2 12/77 - 101.5 - 103.6 - 241 = - = -
South/B..., e 2 12/77 - 101.0 - 103.1 - 241 - - - -
WESE/Bl cwipssimmnes's & 3 wosommes § 3 was 2 12/77 = 101.7 = 103.4 = 1..7 = - - -
Nottheast/Cubrvunis s 3 supmans s § sdlsa 2 12/77 - 101.2 - 103.2 = 2.0 - - - =
North €entral/C....ccvevnossasons 2 12/77 - 101.2 - 102.9 - 17 - - - =
SOUth/C.vvniiiiiinniininnnnnnen . 2 12/77 = 101.3 - 103.2 - 1.9 - - - -
WESL/Ciie vivroninoisiogs oo mivmonies s s emas 2 12/77 - 101.0 - 103.0 - 2.0 = - - -
Northeast/D.s s ae s cusimmaenzs s s 5 viv e 2 12/77 - 101.2 - 102.5 - 1.3 = = = =
North Central/Di.ssivwesnnsssaves 2 12/77 - 101.2 - 103.0 = 1.8 = - - =
SOULN/D o vivrnates shoin & wiawime wims ¢ & Fosas 2 12/77 - 101.6 ~ 102.9 - 13 a - - =
West/Diessmnon s 56 o5 dameaims s & s5ai 2 12/77 - 100.7 - 102.5 Z 1.8 = - - =

1/ Area includes the urban portion of the corresponding Standard Metropolitan Statistical Area (SMSA) except for
L.A.-Long Beach, Anaheim which is an aggregation of two SMSA's and for New York and Chicago which are the more extensive
Standard Consolidated Areas. Area definitions are those established for the 1970 Census ard do not include revisions
made since 1970.
2/  Foods, fuels, and several other items priced every month in all areas; most other goods and services priced as indicated:
M - Every month.
1 - January, March, May, July, September, and November.
2 - February, April, June, August, October, and December.
3/ Annual rate based on 1l-month change.
1/ Annual rate based on 10-month change.
B/ Regions are defined as the four Census regions.
The population size classes are aggregations of areas which have urban population as defined below:

A-1 More than 4,000,000.
A-2 1,250,000 to 4,000,000.
B 385,000 to 1,250,000.
C 75,000 to  385,000.

Less than 75,000.
Population size class A is the aggregation of population size classes A-1 and A-2.

NOTE: Price changes within areas are found in the Consumer Price Index; differences in living costs among areas are found in
Family Budgets.

SOURCE: Bureau of Labor Statistics. The Consumer Price Index—-April 1978,
May 31, 1978.
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TABLE, I.—-Unrevised Consumer Price Index—-United States City Average for Wage Earners
and Clerical Workers, By Commodity and Service Groups, :
and Expenditure Classes
Relative Unadjusted indexes Unadjusted Seasonally adjusted
importance| 1967=100 unless percent change to percent change from
December otherwise noted April 1978 from-- previous month
1977 March April April March Jan. to Feb. to Mar. to
1978 1978 1977 1978 February March April
Commodity and service groups
_______________________ 100.000 189.8 1913 6.5 0.8 0.7 0.8 0.8
All items (1957-59=100) & 220.8 222.5 - - - = =
62.070 181.7 183.3 5.8 .9 .7 .8 .8
23.954 203.6 205.6 7.7 1.0 1.2 1.2 1.2
18.683 202.1 204.3 7.9 P G 1.3 1.5 1.4
Cereals and bakery product 2.504 194.4 194.8 6.7 .2 1.3 = .3 .5
Meats, poultry, and fish 5.712 194.8 199.4 14.2 2.4 1.9 2,2 3.5
2.747 179.9 181.4 5.8 .8 .1 .7 1.1
Fruits and vegetable: 3.103 205.1 208.9 | 2.9 349 2.7 2.0 b
Other foods at hom 4,617 233,1 231.6 i 5.7 - .6 A 1.6 - .1
Food away from hcm - 5.271 209.3 210.9 6.8 .8 o 5 7
Commodities less food 38.116 169.8 171.0 4.5 .7 <5 oS .5
Nondurables less food 22,411 171.3 172.2 4.6 5 W4 Wb .3
Apparel commodities 7.581 154.6 155.4 3.7 5 «3 W4 3
2.421 157.8 158.7 3.7 .6 o1 W4 - .1
Women's and girls' 3.240 147.7 148.5 3.4 o3 .1 W4 o7
1.347 161.5 162.5 4.0 .6 +9 .7 .2
Other apparel commodities -- 4572 166.3 166.3 4.8 .8 .1 -.1
Nondurables less food and apparel 14.830 181.2 182.2 5.0 .6 .3 KA A
Gasoline and motor oil 3.367 188.6 189.1 2.0 .3 - .3 -.3 - .2
1.854 174.1 174.3 4.9 s .1 .2 )
Alcoholic beverages 2.139 156.9 158.4 5.7 1.0 .8 1.0 1.0
Fuel oil and coal 1.096 295.7 295.5 4.8 -1 1.1 .6
Other nondurables 6.375 177.1 178.4 6.4 27 .6 5 .5
15.705 167.8 169.6 4.6 1.1 o7 6 il
Household durable 4.332 156.2 157.1 4.2 . .6 .6 +3
1.917 152.5 152.9 8.7 .6 - .2 &3
2.087 169.3 175.8 -6.4 28 2.0 1.0 1.4
7.369 180.0 181.4 .8 3% .8% 8%
37.930 | 204.8 | 206.2 7,8 .7 .6 .8 .8
4,514 160.6 16144 6.5 .5 4 .6 .6
Services less veut 33,416 212.8 ae! 7.5 .7 .6 .9 1.3
Household services less rent 16.524 226.9 )9 9.2 -9 -8 1.3 ‘
Transportation services 5.292 194.7 X 3.2 4.6 .3 N ~-.1 .3
Cedicel rome Eotvis 6.084 230.4 232.1 6.9 .7 .8 5 1.0
5.516 179.6 180.5 6.9 .5 .6 = b
AL items less food 76.046 185.8 187.1 6.2 .7 .5% LT 7%
e o ey 46.365 | 186.9 | 188.3 6.1 .7 1.0 .9% .7%
Apparel commodities less footwear- 6.233 153.2 153.9 3.6 .5 -3 -3 '2*
Services less medical care services 31.846 200.7 202.0 7.6 -6 6% - 8% 6
TS erahce aad EIRAnS 10.152 223.7 225.9 8.7 1.0 §5 1.0 1.4
Utilities and public transportatio 5.680 195.9 196.2 6.3 -2 -2 1.0 -3
Housekeeping and home maingenance services - 4,830 238.3 240.1 8.5 .8 J9% 1.4% 8%
Appliances (including radio and TV) 1.334 127.9 128.1 2.3 o2 W2 4 .3
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TABLE I.--Unrevised Consumer Price Index--United States City Average for Wage Earners
s and Clerical Workers, By Commodity and Service Groups,
and Expenditure Classes (Continued)

Relative | Unadjusted indexes Unadjusted Seasonally adjusted
importance| 1967=100 unless percent change to percent change from
Groups December otherwise noted April 1978 from-- previous month
1977 March April April March Jan. to Feb. to Mar. to
1978 1978 1977 1978 February March April
Expenditure classes
All it 100,000 189.8 191.3 6.5 .8 &7 .8 .8
Food 23.954 203.6 205.6 7.7 1.0 1.2 1.2 12
Housing 34,530 19955 201.0 T3 .8 6% 9% 8%
Shelter 1/ 21.631 202.2 204.1 8.7 .9 5% L9% L9%
Rent 4.514 160.6 161.4 6.5 .5 N .6 .6
H rship 2/ 16.709 217.3 219.7 9.3 1.1 4% 1.0% 1.1%
Fuel and utilities 3/ 5.484 212.1 212.4 6.5 o 0 751 2
Gas and electricity 2.974 226.4 226.8 8.1 .2 4 1.4 .3
Household furnishinge and operation==-——-——————o—e———_ 7.415 184.3 185.4 5.7 .6 .9 .5 S5
Apparel and upkeep 8.977 158.4 159.2 4.5 .5 +3 .6 +3
Transportatio 13.239 | 179.7 181.2 2.5 .8 .3 -1 .7
Privat 11.947 178.8 180.4 2.4 .9 A -2 .6
Public 1.291 187.6 187.9 4.2 .2 5 7 .7
Health and recreati. 18.924 181.9 183.0 6.8 .6 JT* 6% 6%
Medical car 6.863 214.8 216.4 8.7 .7 1.0% JT% 7%
v Personal car 2,553 179.5 180.8 7.4 .7 9% Ak 7%
Reading and recreation 5.030 163.2 163.8 5.0 4 2 .6 o1
Other goods and servi 4.479 165.3 166.2 5.4 .5 o7 El <5
Special indexes:
All items less shelter: 78.369 186.7 188.0 5.9 .7 9% 8% 1%
All items less medical car 93.137 188.3 189.8 6.4 .8 8% 8% .8%
All items less mortgage interest costs — 95.681 187.3 188.6 6.2 7 8% 8% il
Domestically produced farm foods 4/ ——— 15.587 190.7 193.3 7.9 1.4 2.1% 1.4% 1.4%
Selected beef cuts 5/ 1.765 180.5 188.0 16.3 4.2 2.9 2 7.3
All items less food -and energy E/ 68.609 183.3 184.6 6.3 .7 .6 sl .6
Purchasing power of the consumer dollar: .
1967=$1.00 - $0.527 $0.523 -6.1 -.8 = = -
1957-59=$1.00 - .453 .450 - - - - =

1/ Also include hotel and motel rates not shown separately.

2/ Includes home purchase, mortgage interest, taxes, insurance, and maintenance and repairs.

3/ Also includes residential telephone, fuel oil, coal, water, and sewerage services not shown separately.

4/ Calculated from the CPI food at home component by excluding fish, nonalcoholic beverages, bananas, chocolate candy bars,
chocolate syrup and about half of the index weight for sugar.

5/ Calculated from the CPI beef and veal component by excluding veal cutlets and beef liver.

6/ Energy includes gasoline, motor oil, fuel oil, coal, gas, and electricity.

NOTE: Index applies to month as a whole; not any specific date.

* Not seasonally adjusted.

SOURCE: Bureau of Labor Statistics. The Consumer Price Index--April 1978,
May 31, 1978.




42

TABLE J.--Unrevised Consumer Price Index--The United States and Selected Areas
for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers, All Items Most Recent

TIndex and Percent Changes from Selected Dates

Indexes
Pricing A
Area 1/ Schedule 2/ Percent change from:
’ 1967=100 1957-59=100 JRIr
§ bases
April 1978 April 1977 January 1978 |March 1978
U.S. City Average =———=--——- M 191.3 222.5 6.5 2.4 0.8
Chicago M 185.1 210.3 6.5 2.3 .3
Detroit M 6/191.6 220.1 7.0 3.6 .6
Los Angeles-Long Beach ———-—-| M 188.9 222.2 6.2 1.9 1:1
N+Y.-Northeastern N.J. —-———- M 192.9 229.5 5.0 1.9 «D
Philadelphia =—m——=m=———=-mm= M 192.7 225.0 5.9 2.7 .9
April 1978 April 1977 |January 1978
“% %
Boston 1 187.6 224.7 8.3 % 0.1
Houston 1 202.9 2321 746 3.2
Minneapolis-St. Paul ———=—-=- 1 194.9 225.9 8.5 2:2
Pittsburgh ———mm——===—=--==== 1 190.1 218.6 6.7 2.8
February 1978 February 1977 [November 1977
Buffalo 2 187.5 . ! 3/206.0 5.6 1.2
Cleveland ———————m====——==== 2 186.6 wed  210.6 5.7 142
Dallas 2 186.7 §/201.9 6.6 1.6
Milwaukee ———————====—————== 2 183.2 206.8 5.5 .9
San Diego —=———=———=———=—=== 2 189.3 4/199.0 A2 1.4
Seattle 2 186.1 218.7 8.6 2.0
Washington —————====——=———= 2 190.9 222.4 7.0 1.5
March 1978 March 1977 December 1977
Atlanta 3 189.9 218.3 7.8 2.9
Baltimore ——=—m———-———=———=== 3 195.7 227.2 734 2.6
Cincinnati ————————==—=————- 3 192.3 218.2 7.6 3.0
Honolulu 3 177.9 §]191.8 5.7 b 97
Kansas Ciity ——————————m=—r== 3 186.8 221.8 6.7 252
St. Louls ==——===m==— - 3 184.0 214.9 6.2 1.9
San Francisco-Oakland —-—---— 3 191.0 227.2 8.5 2.0

1/ Area coverage includes the urban portion of the corresponding Standard Metropolitan Statistical Area
for New York and Chicago where the more extensive Standard Consolidated Areas are used. Area definitions are
lished for the 1960 Census and do not include revisions made since 1960.

(SMSA) except
those estab-

2/ Foods, fuels, and several other items priced every month in all cities; most other goods and services priced as

indicated:
M - Every month.
1 - January, April, July, and October.
2 - February, May, August, and November.
3 - March, June, September, and December.

3/ November 1963=100 . 6/ Revised Index 1/78, 184.9; 2/78, 186.8;

4/ February 1965=100 .
5/ December 1963=100 .

3/78, 190.0.

NOTE: The Consumer Price Index cannot be used for measuring differences in living costs among areas; it indicates price

change within areas. Estimates of differences in living costs among areas are found in +he family budgets.

SOURCE: Bureau of Labor Statistics. The Consumer Price Index--April 1978,

May 31, 1978.
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SELECTED BLS PUBLICATIONS

The Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) maxi-
mizes the availability of the information it
collects through a broad publications program
that includes bulletins, reports, periodicals,
press releases, and a variety of other pub-
lished documents. Some of this material is
avaiiable on microfiche; some data are avail-
able on punch cards and magnetic tapes. How
these materials may be obtained is described
below.

Priced publications, which include all
bulletins, may be purchased from any of the
Bureau's regional offices listed at the end
of this publication, or from the Superinten-
dent of Documents, Washington, D.C. 20402.

All subscription services may be purchased from
the Superintendent of Documents except the
Monthly Labor Review, which should be ordered
from Box 353, La Plata, Maryland 20646.

Free publications, such as reports and
press releases, are available from the Bureau's
regional offices or from Inquiries and Corre-
spondence, Bureau of Labor Statistics, Roorm
1539, GAO Building, 441 G Street, N.W.,

Washington, D.C. 20212, The regional offices

also issue additional reports and releases
presenting local or regional data.

Selected out-of-print publications are
available in microfiche and hard copy from the
National Technical Information Service (NTIS),
Springfield, Va. 22151. Microfiche reproduc-
tions—-a 4'"x6" sheet of film--currently range
from $3 upward for each document. Paper copy
documents up to 300 pages are available at
varying prices. Remittance and orders by acces-
sion number and title should be sent directly
to NTIS.

Copies of published BLS data on punch cards
or magnetic tape (machine readable) are available
to users, usually for a fee equal to costs.
Under certain circumstances, unpublished data
also may be released. Requests for unpublished
data, punch cards, or magnetic tapes should be
addressed to the Commissioner, Bureau of Labor
Statistics, GAO Building, 441 G Street, N.W.,

Washington, D.C. 20212.



GENERAL PUBLICATIONS

Handbook of Labor Statistics. Annual. 1976

Edition, Bulletin 1905, $4.30. Tables of
major series published by BLS for 1967-75.
Related series from other governmént
agencies and foreign countries.

Occupational Outlook Handbook. Biennial.
1976-77 Edition, Bulletin 1875, $7. Employ-
ment outlook, nature of work, training, re-
quirements for entry, line of advancement,
location of jobs, earnings, and working
conditions for over 850 occupations and

30 major industries, including farming.

Employment and Wages. Quarterly. Summary

and statistics of developments for workers
covered by State unemployment insurance
laws and unemployment compensation for

Federal employees.

BLS Handbook of Methods. Irregular. Bulletin

1910, $3.50. A description of each major
BLS program. Includes background and de-
scription of data; data sources and collec-

tion methods; sampling and estimating

procedures; analysis and presentation; uses
and limitations; and major research in prog-
ress. Brief detailed description of BLS

technique for adjustment of monthly data for

seasonal factors given in Appendix A.

BLS Publications, 1886-1971. Bulletin 1749,

$1.50. A complete catalog of all major BLS
publications; an annotated listing of all
bulletins issued since their publication be-
gan in 1886; a numerical listing of all re-
ports from their first issuance in 1958; a
list of current periodicals; and a subject
index for all bulletins published between
1915 and 1971.

Monthly Labor Review Index of Volumes 94-98.

Bulletin 1922, $1.15. Contains listings, by
subject and by author, of all articles, re-—
search reports, and court decisions published
in Monthly Labor Review from January 1971
through December 1975. Authors of books re-
viewed during the 5-year period also are

listed.

SUBSCRIPTION PUBLICATIONS
Monthly Labor Review. $16 a year; $20 foreign; individual States, and for more than 200
single copy, $1.40. Articles on employment, local areas on employment, hours, earnings,
labor force, wages, prices, productivity, unit and labor turnover.

labor costs, collective bargaining, workers' Occupational Outlook Quarterly. $4 for four

satisfaction, social indicators, and labor
developments abroad. Regular features in-
clude a review of developments in industrial
relations, significant court decisions in
labor cases, book reviews, and current labor
statistics. Send subscription orders to the
Monthly Labor Review, Box 353, La Plata,
Maryland 20646.

Employment and Earmings. Monthly. $24 a year;

$30, foreign; single copy, $2.70. Current

data for the United States as a whole, for

issues during the school year; $5, foreign;
single copy, $1.30. Current information on
employment trends and outlook, supplementing
and bringing up to date information in the

Oceupational Outlook Handbook.

Current Wage Developments. Monthly. $12 a year;

$16, foreign; single copy, $1.35. Wage and ben-

efit changes resulting from collective bargaining
settlements and unilateral management decisions;

statistical summaries; and special reports on

wage trends.



Wholesale Prices and Price Indexes. Monthly,
plus annual supplement. $16 a year; $20,
foreign; single copy, $1.80; supplement
separately, $2.70. A monthly report on
priFe movements at the primary market
level, including statistical tables of sum—
mary indexes for groups of products and for
most commodities. The subscription price
includes the annual supplement which con-
tains changes in the relative importance
of components of the index; revisions in
coverage; and annual averages.

CPI Detailed Report. Monthly. $9 a year;
$11, foreign; single copy, $.75. Contains
detailed data on the Consumer Price Index
used to measure retail price changes, pur-
chasing power of consumer dollar, and in-
flation or deflation.

Chartbook on Prices, Wages, and Productivity.
Monthly. $11 a year; $14, foreign; single
copy, $ .95. Presents 19 analytical charts
and detailed supporting tables on Consumer
and Wholesale Price Indexes and components,

hourly compensation, and productivity.

45

Digest of Selected Pension Plans, 1973 Edition.
$8.15 domestic; $10.20, foreign. Summarizes
the principal features of selected pension
plans for employees under collective bargain-
ing and for salaried employees. It is a
companion volume to Digest of Health and In-
surance Plans, 1974 Edition. The digest is
kept current by supplements, issued at irregu-
lar intervals.

Digest of Health and Insurance Plans. 1974
Edition. $14.00 domestic; $17.50, foreign.
Summarizes the principal features of selected
health and insurance plans for office and
nonoffice employees in the private sector
of the economy. The digest is kept current
by supplements providing revised summaries.

Directory of National Unions and Employee Asso-
ctations. Biennial. 1973 Edition. $4.45;
$5.60 foreign. Names of officers and profes-
sional employees, number of members, and
number of locals of each union, along with
sections on union membership, structure, and
function. Includes State labor organizations.
Directory is kept current by supplements,

issued at irregular intervals.
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Publications: Prices and Living Conditions Date of issue

Consumer Prices and Price Indexes

Consumer Price Index, A Short Description . « « + ¢ o o o o o 1971
Consumer Price Index, Conversion Factor to and

frofm 1967 BaSE .« o o o o o s s o = » & s s 3 « 2 8. 2. ° 1971
CPI Detailed REPOTL « « o o = o o o o o o o o o o o o o = 0 Monthly
Consumer Price Index (press release) « o o o o o . e e e oe e Monthly
Consumer Prices in the United States,

1959-68 (Bulletin 1647) « « o o« « o o o o o o o o 0 = e 1970
Retail Food Prices by Cities, Estimated

(press release) . « « « & o o o o o o oo I P Monthly
Retail Prices and Indexes for Fuels and Electricity

(press Telease) . o « « + o o e e osoeoee e e e e e e Monthly
Special Price Reports s s-s.m o o = = & o % g 0,2, 3.0 2558 As completed

Industrial Prices and Price Indexes
Tuesday Spot Market Price Indexes and Prices

(press release) . « o ¢ o 4 e e e e e e e s e e 0 Weekly
Producer Prices and Price Indexes (press release) « ¢ ¢ o Monthly
Producer Prices and Price Indexes

(detailed TEPOTL) « « = « ¢ o o o o = = = o o o 0 o o~ Monthly

International Prices
U.S. Export Indexes (press release) < o o o o o o o s s e s Quarterly
U.S. Import Indexes (press release) o o o o o e s e e s e e Quarterly

Consumer Expenditure Studies
The 1972-73 Consumer Expenditure Survey

(Reprint 3018) .« « o o o o o o o s s e e e s et 0 1975
1972-73 Consumer Expenditure Survey Series: )

Diary Survey (Reports GEBY. = w o eTwRTI S0.HIEEE § 1975-76
1972-73 Consumer Expenditure Survey Series:

Interview Survey (Reports 455) & « o o ¢ o o o o e o e 1976
Consumer Expenditures and Income: Survey

Cuidelines (1960-61) (Bulletin 1684)1 . . . . . . . . . 1971

Family Budget Studies
Three Standards of Living for an Urban Family
of Four Persons, Spring 1967 (Bulletin 1570-5)1 . . . . 1969

Autumn 1977 Urban Family Budgets and Comparative

Indexes for Selected Urban Areas (press release) . . . 1978
Three Budgets for a Retired Couple in Urban Areas of

the United States, 1967-68 (Bulletin 1570-6)1 . . . . . 1970
Three Budgets for a Retired Couple, Autumn 1977

(press release) . . . . - e e e e e e e e e 1978

Revised Equivalence Scale for Estimating Equivalent
Tncomes or Budget Costs by Family Type

(Bulletin 1570-2)1 . . .. . .. ... ... ... 1968
Rent or Buy, Evaluating Alternatives in the Shelter
Market (Bulletin 1823) . « « « o o o o o o o o = o o " 1974

lOut-of—print publications are available only in libraries or in BLS
Washington and Regional Offices.

SOURCE: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Major Programs 1977 Bureau of Labor
Statistics. Report 488. (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Department of
Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, 1977), pp. 1-2, 18-19.




BLS National and Regional Offices

NATIONAL OFFICE

U.S. Department of Labor
Bureau of Labor Statistics
Room 1539, GAO Building
441 G Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20212
Phone: (202) 523-7827
(202) 523-8416
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REGION VI

REGIONAL OFFICES

Region | Region IV Regions Vil and VIII*
1603 JFK Federal Building 1371 Peachtree Street, NE. 911 Walnut Street
Government Center Atlanta, Ga. 30309 Kansas City, Mo. 64106
Boston, Mass. 02203 Phone: (404) 881-4418 Phone: (816) 374-2481
Phone: (617) 223-6761
Region V Regions IX and X**
Region I 9th Floor 450 Golden Gate Avenue
Suite 3400 Federal Office Building Box 36017
1515 Broadway 230 S. Dearborn Street San Francisco, Calif. 94102
New York, N.Y. 10036 Chicago, lil. 60604 Phone: (415) 556-4678
Phone: (212) 399-5405 Phone: (312) 353-1880
*Regions VIl and VIII are serviced
Region 1l Region VI by Kansas City
3535 Market Street Second Floor **Regions IX and X are serviced
P.O. Box 13309 555 Griffin Square Building by San Francisco
Philadelphia, Pa. 19101 Dallas, Tex. 75202

Phone: (215) 596-1154 Phone: (214) 749-3516
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