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Introduction

The Consumer Price Index (CPI), which has been widely used since 1913 to indicate rising

costs and changing economic conditions and to adjust salaries and wages of employees at various

levels, has long been under criticism. The traditional CPI, popularly known as the "cost-of-

living index," is correctly termed the Qonstsz Pic9 Jndei /or Vrbcn Vegs Ecnsrs cud ClericeZ

Workers. It has been faulted when used as a measure of change in the economic position of the

general population. Since the index purports to measure only changes in consumer prices for

wage earners and clerica1 workers in 56 urban areas, it has been considered an inadequate measure

of relative changes in the purchasing power of personnel, especially professional personnel,

employed in many businesses, industries, schools, colleges, and other governmental agencies. In

response to this criticism, the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) for several years has been

working on a new and broader based index.

The new index, titled the Monster Price /udez for MlZ 7rbQu Coasters (CPI-U), was

introduced on February 27, 1978 by the Bureau of Labor Statistics. Starting with January

1978 data BLS has been publishing the new CPI-U data monthly. With the introduction of the new

index, coverage has been expanded to include salaried workers, professional workers, the

self-employed, retired workers, and unemployed persons.

Because of pressure from labor groups and others who are familiar with and have relied

heavily on the unrevised JPJ for VrbcM Vcgs Ears dudJleioul Vorlers for contractual

agreements, BLS will continue reporting it, but in a revised form (revised CPI-W) beginning

with January 1978 data. Parties that use the CPI in escalation or in other contractual

agreements may have a choice of adapting their existing contracts to either the new CPI-U or to

the revised CPI-W, explains the Bureau. In order to facilitate transition from the unrevised

CPI-W to either the new CPI-U or the revised CPI-W, the Bureau of Labor Statistics will continue

to report the old, unrevised CPI-W series of data through June 1978.

The purpose of this Information Aid is to alert school officials to changes and revisions

in the Consumer Price Index, to familiarize them with differences between the former CPI and the

new and revised indexes, to demonstrate how BLS computes changes in the CPIs, to indicate its

appropriate uses, and to describe available sources of information.



The Consumer Price Index

Since its inception in 1913, the traditional Consumer Price Index has been the most widely

used economic indicator of changes in retail prices in the United States. Before the 1978 revision

of the CPI, the Bureau of Labor Statistics defined the Consumer Price Index as follows:

The Gousiur Price /ud9s isa monthly statistical measure of the average

change in prices of goods and services purchased by urban wage earners and

’clerical workers for day-to-day living. It is based on prices of about 400

"market basket" items selected to represent all consumption goods and services

purchased by these workers. The quantity and Quality of these items is kept

essentially unchanged between major revisions so that only price changes will

be measured. Prices are collected from about 40,000 tenants and 18,000 retail

establishments in 56 urban areas across the country. All taxes directly

associated with the purchase and use of the 400 items are included in the index.

Since the JP/ is based on the expenditures of a specific population group, it

may not accurately reflect the experience of other families and individuals

with different buying habits. Though the JP/ is often called the "Cost-of-

Living Index," it measures only price change, which is just one of several

important factors affecting living costs. Area indexes do not measure differences

in the level of prices among cities. They only measure the average change in

prices for each area since the base period. For geographic comparisons of living

costs, see the BZS family budget studies. . .

SOURCE: Bureauof Labor S tahistics, hon th!y labor Revher, 101 (Narch 197 8),

p . 80.

Among the goods and services that have been included in the pricing for CPI data are food,

clothing, homes, fuel, drugs, and doctors' fees--including sales and excise taxes. Trained

representatives from BLS obtain the prices of most goods and services from consumers and retail

establishments; mail questionnaires are used to obtain other kinds of information (e.g., local

transit fares, public utility rates, newspaper prices, fuel prices). To calculate the U.S.

city average, the most frequently quoted CPI, price changes for the various items in each

location are averaged together. The prices of items are weighted to indicate their importance

in the spending of consumers. The data are then combined to obtain a U.S. city average, as well

as separate indexes for several local areas. Monthly figures are published for five urban areas

(New York, Los Angeles, Chicago, Detroit, and Philadelphia) and once every three months on a

rotating basis for other major metropolitan areas. Table1 shows the 1977 U.S. city average CPI
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and the separate 1977 indexes for the 25 areas reported by the Bureau of Labor Statistics in its

HontkZy Labor Pouis before the 1978 revision. (Fora comparison of Table 1 with the new method

of reporting the CPI, U.S. city average, for selected areas, see TableA in the Appendix.) It is

important to note that the Consumer Price Index for the selected cities measures only varying rates

of price,change uitAiu the given metropolitan area. Jt ccunot be used to medsare pace di//ereuces

cmoup to or more rreos. For geographic comparisons, the Bureau of Labor Statistics recommends use

of BLS family budget studies, discussed on pages 16-19.

Many wage rates in collective bargaining contracts are adjusted by changes in the U.S. city

average CPI; others are tied to the closest metropolitan area index; still others link wages to

an average of the two.

Base period.--The GPI measures price changes from a specific reference year. BLS has changed the

base year of the CPI several times since its inception in 1913. At the present time, the index

is set at 100.0 for the base year of 1967. In December 1977 when the CPI rose to 186.1, the

average price of the "market basket" of goods and services bought by urban wage earners and

clerical workers had risen from $10.00 in 1967 to $18.61 in December 1977. Before the 1967

revision, the base period was 1957 with prices in that year set at 100.0.

Percent Changes in the GPI.--Changes in the Consumer Price Index usually are expressed as percent

changes rather than as index point changes, since index point changes are affected by the level

of the index in relation to its base period. Percent changes are not affected in this way.

Table 2 illustrates how to obtain the percent change in the CPI between two given periods of

time. As shown in the example, the percent increase in the CPI, U.S. city average, between

October 1977 and November 1977 was 0.5 percent while the index point change for the same period

was 0.9. During the 13-month span, October 1976 to October 1977, the CPI increased by 6.S

percent.

The 12 month U.S. city average CPI is calculated by summing the monthly CPIs for the period

under study and dividing by 12. For example, the 1977 annual average CPI (from January to

December 1977) is equal to 181.5. Thus, the percent change from the 1976 annual average CPI

(170.5) to the 1977 annual average CPI (181.5) is 6.5 percent. Figure 1 shows the annual monthly

average percent changes in the Consumer Price Index during the period 1966 to 1977.

Seasonally adjusted v. unadjusted data.--The Bureau of Labor Statistics publishes both

seasonally adjusted and unadjusted changes in the GPI from month to month. Seasonally adjusted

changes are preferred for analyzing general price trends in the economy since they eliminate

the effect of changes that normally occur at the same time and in about the same magnitude

each year, e.g., price changes resulting from climatic conditions, production cycles, and

holidays. The unadjusted data, however, are of primary interest to consumers concerned about

the prices they actually pay. PuJd)nst9d Jcfn cre used eiteusiueZ /or most-o/-Ziuiup adjnst-



Area

TABLE 1.--Consumer Price Index--U. S. City Average, and Selected Areas

Annual 1976

(1967 = 100 Unless Otherwise Specified)

1977

average

1977 Dec. Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. Nay June July Aug. S ept. 0ct. Nov. Dec.

All Items

U.S. city average2 ....... 181.5 174.3 175.3 177.1 178.2 179.6 180.6 181.8 182.6 183.3 184.0 184.5 185.4 186.1

Atlanta, Ga ..................... 179.6 172.0 ----- ----- 176.1 ----- ----- 179.1 ----- 183.0 ----- 184.5

Baltimore, Md.................... 185.9 178.4 ----- ----- 182.2 ----- ----- 185.8 ----- ----- 188.8 ----- ----- 190.7

Boston, Nass ................... ----- ----- 178.9 ----- ----- 181.6 ----- 184.5 ----- 185.7 -----

hnfgnatll'h.
rKhne n'Ind

::::2 ::4:3
169

.’ 177 17’ 1738 74‹ 1 3 1764
7

182
l78

’
8

18'- 1

Cleveland, Ohio ................. ----- ----- 176.6 ----- ----- 179.9 ----- 181.1 ----- 184.4

Dallas, Tex ..................... ----- ----- 175.2 ----- ----- 179.5 ----- ----- 182.4 ----- 183.8

Detroit, Mich.................... 180.4 173.1 173.8 175.1 176.8 179.0 179.3 181.0 182.5 182.6 182.8 183.1 184.5 184.4

Honomm , Hawaii....•• ...••• ..... 171.0 165.5 168.3 ----- 170.5 ----- 173.4 ———-— 174.9

Houston, Tex••• •• • • • • •• • • • • .. • ... ----- ----- 183.5 ----- ————- 188.6 ——--- ----- 19I.6 —---- ----- 192.7 —---- ———--

Kansas City, Mo.-Kansas .... ..... 178.3 170.7 ----- ----- 175.0 ----- ----- 179.0 ----- ----- 180.6 ----- ----- 182.7

Los Angeles-Long Beach, Calif. 179.6 172.8 174.8 176.3 176.7 177.9 178.5 179.5 180.4 180.6 181.6 181.6 182.9 184.4

Milwaukee, Wis .................. ----- 173.6 178.0 ----- ----- 178.7 ----- ----- 181.6

Minneapolis-St. Paul, Minn....... ----- ----- 175.9 ----- ----- 179.6 ----- ----- 184.5 ----- 187.0 -----

New York, N.Y.-Northeastern N.J.. 185.5 179.7 180.5 182.1 182.9 183.7 184.6 186.2 186.4 187.2 187.3 187.6 188.5 188.8

Philadelphia, Pa.-N.J............ 183.5 175.5 176.7 178.7 180.4 181.9 183.1 183.8 184.8 185.0 186.5 187.0 187.4 186.9

Pittsburgh, Pa ..........,....... ----- ----- 172.9 ----- ----- 178.1 ----- ----- 180.6 ----- ----- 183.5

Portland, Oreg.-Wash.3 ... --- ----- 172.4 ----- ----- 177.8 ----- ----- 181.5 ----- ----- 183.8

St. Louis, Mo.-Ill. ............. 176.5 168.2 ----- ----- 173.2 ----- ----- 177.4

San Diego, Calif. ............... ----- ----- ----- 176.6 ----- ----- 180.6 -----

San Francisco-0akland, Calif..... 180.8 172.3 ----- ----- 176.0 ----- ----- 180.7

scranton, Pa3 „„„„„.....„„ ---- ----- 176.8 ----- 179.0

Seattle, Wash ................... ----- ----- ----- 171.4 ----- ----- 176.2 -----

Washington, D.C.-Md.-Va.......... ----- 178.4 ----- 182.2 -----

184.1

----- 181.3 -----

180.2

185.5 -----

179.1 ----- ----- 180.5

----- 186.6

184.0 ----- ----- 187.2

’
The areas listed include not only the central city but the entire urban portion of the Standard Metropolitan Statistica1

Area, as defined for the 1960 Census of Population; except that the Standard Consolidated Area is used for New York and Chicago.

2
verage of 56 ”cities” (metropolitan and nonmetropolitan urban places beginning January 1966).

0ld eeries (old market basket components).

NOTE: All items are computed monthly for 5 areas and once every3 months on a rotating cycle for other areas.

SOURCE: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Houth£ Zebor Peril, 101 (February 1978), p. 92.

182.8

1825 -----

188.1



TABLE 2.--Index Point Change and Percent Change in the

Consumer Price Index, Monthly and 13 Nonth Span

Index Point Change

CPI

tess previous index

Equals index point change:

Percent Change

Percent

Charge

Index point difference

Divided by the previous index

Equals

Results multiplied by one hundred

Equals percent change:

Monthly 13 Month Span

(October 1977 (October 1976

to November 1977) to October 1977)

185.4

184.5

0.9

0.9

184.5

0.005

0.005 X 100

0.5

184.5

173.3

11.2

11.2

173.3

0.065

0.065 x 100

6.5

FIGGRE 1.--Annual Monthly Average "ercent Change in Consumer Price

Indexes, 1966 to 1977, All Items (1967=100)

1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977

Years

SOURCE: Bureau of Labor Statistics, NonâAl Labor Ssuiew, 101 (March 1978), p. 81.
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Use of the CPI for negotiating employee sa1aries.--During the l970s, the negotiating efforts of

many teacher unions and other school employee bargaining groups focused on "cost-of-living"

(COL) adjustments in salaries based on the Consumer Price Index as well as other compensations.

Use of the CPI for negotiating G0L adjustments in teacher salaries presents school boards and

school Administrators with additiona1 concerns. COL clauses without a cap are open-ended

agreements to pay unknown amounts that may provide salary increases which school boards might

be unable to provide. The ERS Information Aid titled OOst-o/-Liuin§ fl MsMsnts in ToccAor

Contrccâs: Pros and Cons describes the position of labor and management in relation to COL

clauses in these words:

With prices continuing to soar and with no end in sight, labor organizations

feel obliged to press for collective bargaining agreements that would at least keep

salaries and wages abreast of consumer price increases and that would prevent

erosion of the economic position of the employees they represent. Consequently,

COL provisions automatically triggering salary and wage increases without further

bargaining and without running the risk of further economic hardship due to strikes

are advocated by labor organizations, and COL clauses often are pressed when

bargaining for new contracts.

Employers, on the other hand, tend to take the opposite view. Faced with slow

sales, reduced revenue, employee reductions-in-force, rapidly increasing costs in

nearly all budget categories, and an uncertain economic future, employers are

r uctant to agree to open-ended COL clauses in new contracts, especially when these

could result in substantial increases in salaries and wages. Many employers faced

with these conditions feel that they cannot in good faith agree to COL provisions

that they very likely would be unable to keep. Under these conditions of 5tagfla-

tion many employers reject COL proposals by labor and resort to seeking settlements

of short duration that call for specific salary and wage adjustments which manage-

ment believes can be funded in the immediate future.

Figure2 compares changes in the biennial average maximum scheduled salaries for teachers

in school systems of 25,000 or more pupils with changes in the national biennial average CPI.

In the middle and late 1960s, the figure indicates that percent increases in teacher salaries

were much greater than increases in the CPI. By the mid-1970s, however, conditions had reversed

and the CPI was increasing much faster than teacher salaries. In the mid-1970s, a number of

local teacher unions and schoo1 boards faced frustration and embarrassment when local school

boards were unable to obtain fhe revenue necessary to fund steep increases called for in COL

clauses contained in bargained contracts. In some cases school boards with clauses previously

negotiated without caps calling for COL increases in teacher salaries of 10 to 12 percent found

themselves able to fund increases of no more than4 or 5 percent.

Limitations of the CPI.--While the use of the Consumer Price lndex to determine COL adjustments

in staff salaries presents specific concerns for school boards and school administrators, many

persons and groups have pointed out still other problems in its use. The CPI is not a true

gauge of the cost-of-living for professional workers, but rather an indicator of price changes

of things the average family of an urban wage earner and clerica1 worker buys. It reflects price

movements based on expenditure patterns, not changes in income levels and income-related taxes.

Also, the use of the CPI in COL adjustments is inadeQuate for persons on the lowest salary levels

who spend proportionally more on necessities than on other items. BLS data indicate thaC

necessities are increasing in price faster than other items.



FIGURE 2.--Percent Increase in Biennial Mean Maximum Scheduled Salaries for Teachers

in School Systems with 28,000 or More Pupils Compared with Percent

Increase in the Biennial Average Consumer Price Index,

1963-64 to 1977-78

Percent

Increase

100

22

20

18

16

14

12

10

8

6

Consumer Price Index }..j.:.

Teacher Salaries

16.7%

5.8

16.6/

12.0%

21.1%

12.6%

1963-64 1965-66 1967-68 1969-70 1971-72 1973-74 1975-76

to to to to to to to

1965-66 1967-68 1969-70 1971-72 1973-74 1975-76 1977-78

SOURCES: Data for the CPI: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Data for Teacher Salaries: Educational Research Service. ScZcries ScAednZud for Jdmiu-

isiraL Une and !Supervîsory Personnel En Pubî îo !SehooAs, 197 S-?4 (1973), p . 27 and 3eheduî ed

lafarî es for Pro/essîoua/ PersonneI En PubL ie !Sehoo Is 1 9 7 7-? 8 (1.978), p . 2 2.
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Other weaknesses limit the CPI's effectiveness asa national yardstick of price change,

among them the following, noted in the ERS publication dosh-of-5iuing/ swu rsi ZenoAex

It is not an exact measure of price change since it masks the fact that some

prices have risen more than others.

It measures price changes on1y, and none of the other factors that affect

living expenses, such as income and personal property taxes.

It cannot be used to contrast accurately the living costs between cities since

the index shows only the difference between two periods of time, not between

two cities at the same time.

It is slow to reflect changes in consumer buying habits. As prices rise

consumers make any number of substitutions, thereby deviating from the

original consumption of the market basket. Also, consumers buy uew pro-

ducts as they are introduced and change their preferences for current

market goods.

It does not reflect such non-cash consumption as home-grown food.

It is biased toward price movements in urban areas.

It contains data that are almost two months old by the ddte of the publication.



The New and Revised Consumer Price Indexes

Because of the inherent limitations of the CPI as a true gauge for measuring the change

in purchasing power of urban consumers, the Bureau of Labor Statistics has instituted a new

index and revised the former index. The changes, as announced in various CPI press releases

issued by BLS, are described below:

Two indexes will be published monthly.--When BLS announced its intention in 1974 to discontinue

the fPJ /or 7rbcn Pcg9 Users dudCZericQl Vorlers and to broaden the coverage of the CPI to

include all urban households, labor leaders urged the Bureau to reconsider. Unions were familiar

with the present CPI and many had incorporated it into COL adjustments in existing contracts.

Labor union officials argued that a new set of data covering other groups whose market place

experience was different from that of wage and salaried workers would not be acceptable to

management and labor for collective bargaining purposes. In order to represent the consumer

price experiences of traditional users of the CPI as well as the experiences of all consumers,

BLS decided to issue two indexes. The Bureau's description of the two indexes follows:

The CPI for All Urban Consumers includes, in addition to wage earners and

clerical workers, groups which historically have been excluded from CPI coverage

such as professional, managerial, and technical workers, the self-employed, short-

term workers, the unemployed, and retirees and others not in the labor force. At

the national level, this index covers approximately 80 percent of the total non-

institutional civilian population of the United Sates. The revised CPI for Urban

Wage Earners and Clerical Workers (revised CPI-W) represents about one-half of the

population covered by the CPI for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U). (Neither index

includes persons in the military services or in institutions, or persons living

outside urban areas such as farm families.)

The CPI is based on prices of food, clothing, shelter, fuel, drugs, trans-

portation fares, doctor's and dentist's fees, and other goods and services that

people buy for day-to-day living. The Quantity and Quality of these items are

kept essentially unchanged between major revisions so that only price changes

will be measured. Prices are collected from over 18,000 tenants, 24,000 retail

establishments, and 18,000 housing units for property taxes in 83 urban areas

across the country. All taxes directly associated with the purchase and use of

items are included in the index. Because the CPI's are based on the expenditures

of two population groups in 1972-73, they may not accurately reflect the exper-

ience of individual families and single persons with different buying habits.

9
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The unrevised CPI will be published through June 1978.--

"BLS will publish the unrevised CPI for 6 months so that those who have diffi-

culty making the transition quickly to the revised CPI or to the new CPI will have

some extra time."*

The new and revised indexes will be linked to the unrevised index.--

"Both the new CPI-U and the revised CPI-W form a continuous series with the

unrevised CPI-W. For the national index and for the five areas for which indexes

are published monthly, this was accomplished through a process called pivoting in

which the new and revised indexes were set equal to the unrevised CPI as of December

1977. Each index will move upward or downward from that level in accordance with

subsequent changes in prices. Indexes for areas were pivoted or will be pivoted

in accordance with the schedule shown in Table (3J.”

The base period will continue to be 1967.--

"The standard reference base period for the revised and the new CPI remains

1967=100, the same as for the unrevised index.”

The number of area CPIs and frequency of publication of area indexes are increased.--

”The number of CPI's for loca1 areas was expanded to 28 from 24*’ in the unrevised

series. The four additional indexes cover Miami, Florida; Portland, Oregon; Scranton,

Pennsylvania; and Denver, Colorado. With the exception of Miami (base period - Nov.

1977) and Anchorage (base period - Oct. 1967), the base period for the area indexes

remains l967=l00.

"The U. S. index and those for the five largest cities will continue to be

published monthly. Indexes for all other areas will be published bi-monthly instead

of quarterly as at present. (See Table [3].) The change from quarterly to bi-monthly

publication schedules for local area indexes in the revised CPI may present problems

for some users of the CPI. The Bureau is prepared to provide, upon request, estimates

of revised local area indexes for those months covered under the previous quarterly

publication schedule but not under the bi-monthly schedule. Note that area indexes

for the unrevised Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers (unrevised CPI-W) - both

for monthly and Quarterly publication areas--will be terminated with publication of the

June 1978 index."

Quotation marks used in this chapter indicate material taken verbatim from BLS press releases

“*The Washington, D.C., BLS office presently reports unrevised CPI-W data on 23 local areas.

A spokesperson ror BLS in Washington explained that the Bureau office in San Francisco has been

reporting CPI data for the Anchorage, Alaska area over a period of time. Data for Anchorage

have not appeared in previous reports issued by the Washington office but are being reported

nationally for the new CPI-U and the revised CPI-W.



TABLE 3.--Pricing Schedule for Local Areas in the Consumer Price Index

Reference month

New and revised indexes

Monthly

Unrevised*

Chicago, Ill,-Northwestern Ind. ........................

Detroit, Mich...........................................

Los Angeles--Long Beach, Anaheim, Calif.................

New York, N.Y.--Northeastern N.J........................

Philadelphia, Penn-N.J..................................

January,March,Nay,July,September,November

Niami, Fla'............................................

lwaukee, his..........................................

Northeast, Pa (Scranton)................................

San Diego, Calif........................................

Seattle-Everett, Wash ..................................

Washington, D.C.-Md.-Va.................................

Denver-Boulder, Colo..,.................................

Portland, Ore.-Wash .................................... -

N

M

N

2

2

2

2

1

1

Baltimore, Nd .......................................... 3

Cincinnati, Ohio-Ky.-Ind................................ 3

St. Louis, No.-Ill ..................................... 3

February,Apri1,June,August,October,December

Atlanta, Ga ............................................ 3

Honolulu, Hawaii ..... :. . .............................. 3

Kansas City, No-Kan.................... : : :........... 3

San Francisco--0akland, Calif........................... 3

Buffalo, N.Y. .......................................... 2

Cleveland, Ohio ..... .. . . .............................•. 2

Dallas-Ft. Worth, Texas................................. 2

Houston, Texas .....................................•... 1

Minneapolis, St. Paul, Minn.-Wis........................ 1

Pittsburgh, Penn ....... .... . . .. .. ..................•..• 1

Niami base period - November 1977; no index

in the old series for Miami.

Anchorage, Alaska base period, October

1967=100.

’Pivot month: The month in which the indexes

for the unrevised series and the new and revised

series are set at the same 1eve1; each index will

move upward or downward from that level in accordance

with subsequent changes in prices.

- Data will appear in a press release sched-

uled to be issued before the end of the month

following the reference month.

for

Pivot Nonth

M December 1977

November 1977

January 1978

Narch 1978

Reference month

first published index

Of

new and revised indexes

January 1978

January 1978

March 1978

May 1978

December 1977 February 1978

February 1978

April 1978

April 1978

June 1978

*Pricing schedule - unrevised CPI

N--Every month.

1--January, April, July, and October

2--February, Nay, August, and November

3--Narch, June, September, and December

11

NOTE: Area indexes for the unrevised series--both

for monthly and quarterly areas--will be terminated

with publication of the June 1978 index. The change

from quarterly to bimonthly publication schedules for

local area indexes in the revised CPI may present

problems for some users of the CPI. Ihe Bureau is

prepared to provide, upon request, estimates of

revised local area indexes for those months

covered under the previous quarterly publication

schedule but not under the new bimonthly schedule.

SOURCE: Bureau of Labor Statistics. Tñe Consxer Price ther--/priZ 79Z8, May 31, 1978, p. 13.
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A regional CPI cross-classified by population size will be introduced.--

"New regional CPI's cross-classified by population size were introduced with

the release of the February 1978 data. These indexes will enable users in local

areas for which an index is not published to get a better approximation of the CPI

f6r their area by using the appropriate population-size class measure for their

region. These indexes, which will be published bimonthly, are based on December

1977=l00. (See Tables lD, E, andH in the Appendix].)

"The ability to produce this information results froma major expansion in the

number of areas in which price data are collected for the new and the revised CPI--

to 85 from 56 urban areas in the unrevised index. The sample for the unrevised

index was based on the 1960 Census of Population. The 85-area design is a probability

sample of urban areas based on the 1970 Census of Population.

"Indexes by regions only and population-size, previously published on a quarterly

basis--in March, June, September, and December--will also be published bimonthly,

starting with the February 1978 data."

Changes have been made in the methods of collecting price data and in the process of product

selection for pricing.--

"Improvements were made in obtaining the updated 1972-73 consumption weights

for the CPI through changes in sample design and collection methods. . . .

"Substantial improvements were also made in the method of selecting retail

stores in which price data are collected for the CPI. The selection of retail

stores was based, for the most part, on the results of a household survey--

referred to as the Point-of-Purchase Survey--in which families across the

country were asked for information on the name, location, and amount spent in

retail stores for many different categories of goods and services. Data pro-

vided from this household survey have been used to develop a consistent, ob-

jective, and scientifically-based sample of retail stores and service establish-

ments for the CPI.

"In addition, a major change in the process of item selection for pricing

within stores was introduced. For the unrevised CPI, data collectors select

items conforming to detailed specifications, which are basically the same for

every store across the country. For the new and the revised CPI's, the selection

of each detailed item is keyed to the sales experience of the store in which it

is priced. Data collectors work from a list of fairly general categories in

selecting the item to be priced over time. The new procedure gives each variety,

brand, size, etc., a chance of selection proportional to its importance in total

sales for the genera1 category in the particular store. Once selected, the same

item is priced over time. As a result, a considerably larger range of goods and

services will be priced, giving a much better representation of the varieties that

exist in the market place."



CPI price data will be more representative of the month as a who1e.--

"Timeliness of data. Food items in the CPI--which were priced in the first

week of each month in the unrevised series--will be priced during the entire

month for the new and revised series. This change makes pricing for the food

component consistent with pricing for the other components of the CPI.

"The collection of prices of other items is being spread more evenly over

the month, and prices collected on a quarterly cycle for the unrevised series

will be collected on a bi-monthly cycle.

"Consequently, the new and revised CPI will be more representative of the

month asa whole, and price changes will be reflected more quickly."

Data will be presented different1y.--

"The [unrevisedl CP1 is discussed primarily in terms of food, other commodities,

and services. Starting with the January 1978 data, the emphasis in the press

release text will shift to the major categories of consumption as viewed by most

American families--for example, housing, transportation, etc., rather than

nondurables or durable goods. Within each household budget category, however,

information will be provided separately for commodities and services, a

distinction which is often important to economic analysis. The (tables in the

Appendix] show the categories which will be used as a basis for discussion in the

CPI release each month."

Table4 provides data on the Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerica1 Workers

and the percent change in the CPI-W for all items and seven major consumer goods categories from

1967 to 1977. Table5 presents a comparison of the changes in the unrevised, revised, and new

CPIs, from Narch 1978 to Apri1 1978, not seasonally adjusted.

13



Year

All items

p Percent

change

TABLE 4.--Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers,

Annua1 Averages and Changes, 1967-77 (1967=100)

Food and

beverages

CPI
Percent

change

Housing

CPI
Percent

change

AppareI a

upkeep

CPI

n

Transportation

ercent

change
CPI

Percent

change

Medical

care

CPI
Percent

change

Entertainment Other goods

and services

CPI
Percent

change
CPI

Percent

change

1967 100.0 ... 100.0 ... 100.0 ... 100.0 ... 100.0 ... 100.0 ... 100.0 ... lo0.o

1968 104.2 4.2 103.6 3.6 104.0 4.0 105.4 5.4 103.2 3.2 106.1 6.1 105.7 3.7 105.2 5.2

1969 109.8 5.4 108.8 5.0 110.4 6.2 111.5 5.8 107.2 3.9 113.4 6.9 111.0 ’ 5.0 110.4 4.9

1970 116.3 5.9 114.7 5.4 118.2 7.1 116.1 4.1 112.7 5.1 120.6 6.3 116.7 5.1 116.8 5.8

1971 121.3 4.3 118.3 3.1 123.4 4.4 119.8 3.2 118.6 5.2 128.4 6.5 122.9 5.3 122.4 4.8

1972 125.3 3.3 123.2 4.1 128.1 3.8 122.3 2.1 119.9 1.1 132.5 3.2 126.5 2.9 127.5 4.2

1973 133.1 6.2 139.5 13.2 133.7 4.4 126.8 3.7 123.8 3.3 137.7 3.9 130.0 2.8 132.5 3.9

1974 147,7 11.0 158.7 13.8 148.8 11.3 136.2 7.4 137.7 11.2 150.5 9.3 139.8 7.5 142.0 7.2

1975 161.2 9.1 172.1 8.4 164.5 10.6 142.3 4.5 150.6 9.4 168.6 12.0 152.2 8.9 153.9 8.4

1976 170.5 5.8 177.4 3.1 174.6 6.1 147.6 3.7 165.5 9.9 184.7 9.5 159.8 5.0 162.7 5.7

1977 181.5 6.5 188.0 6.0 186.5 6.8 154.2 4.5 177.2 7.1 202.4 9.6 167.7 4.9 172.2 5.8

SOURCE: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Uonth1g labor Peuirw, 101 (May 1978), p. 97.



All Items

TABLE 5.--Comparison of Changes in the CPI-U, Revised CPI-W, and Unrevised CPI-W,

from March 1978 to April 1978, Not Seasonally Adjusted

Expenditure

Food and

Housin

category

beverages-

Apparel and upkeep

Transportation

Medical care
3/

Entertainment-

Other goods and services-

-'Includes

2/
- Includes

CPI-U revised CPI-W unrevised CPI-W

15

Index Percent Change Index Percent Change Index Percent Change

Apr. Mar. 1978 to Apr. Mar. 1978 to Apr. Mar. 1978 to

1978 Apr. 1978 1978 Apr. 1978 1978 Apr. 1978

191.5

202.6

198.3

158.4

181.1

21 5.7

175.6

179.8

.9

l.6

.8

1.2

.7

.6

.9

.3

191.4

202.2

198.1

158.1

181.3

215.6

175.3

180.1

alcoholic beverages, formerly in "Other goods and services."

.9 191.3

1.5 200.8

.7 197.5

1.3 159.2

.7 1812

.6 216.4

.7 174.4

.3 180.8

TV and sound equipment and repairs, formerly in "Health and recreation."

New series.

.8

1.0

- Includes personal care and education-related expenses, formerly found in "Health and recreation."

.7

.5

.8

.7

SOURCE: Bureau of Labor Statistics. Tke Couseer Pzioe Indoi--/priZ 79Z8, May 31, 1978, p. 6 and Table 1.
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Family Budgets

Unlike the Consumer Price Index for selected areas, the Bureau of Labor Statistics' Family

Budgets can be used to estimate differences in living costs among different urban centers.

The most recent data on family budgets are found in the Ants fPZZ V b n EAmil Budgets

cnd Comp câ5ue /ndumes for So1ecfed Orbs âreds which was published on April 26, 1978.

The Family Budgets are based on estimates of costs for a hypothetical family rather than on

compilation of actual expenditures by families. The "average, well established family," as

defined for this budget, includes a 38-year-old fully-employed husband, a non-working wife, a

13-year-old son, and an 8-year-old daughter.

Three Economic Levels.--The Bureau of Labor Statistics supplies budget costs for three family

economic levels: low, intermediate, and high. (The "lower" budget does not represent a

minimal or subsistence level of existence.) As shown in Table 6, the average nationa1 budgets

for an urban family of four for autumn 1977 are: $10,481 fora lower budget 1eve1, $17,106 for

an intermediate budget level, and $25,202 for a higher budget level.

Budgets for each of the three levels also are listed by urban and geographical areas, as

depicted in Table 7. These budgets allow for comparison of the "cost of living" among different

metropolitan centers and can be of use in comparing the salary reQuirements of educational

personnel in different urban areas. Total budget levels were lowest in small cities in the South.

In general, budgets for metropolitan areas are higher than those for nonmetropolitan urban areas

(places with 2,500 to 50,000 population). The difference in Autumn 1977 budgets between

metropolitan and nonmetropolitan areas was 8.6 percent at the lower leve1 budget, 13.5 percent

at the intermediate level, and 19.6 percent at the higher level. The percent that one area is

above another mav be computed as shown in Table 8.

Bases for Estimates.--The family budgets are compiled using figures from the Consumer Price

Indexes and based on assumptions of how families at different economic levels maintain their

standard of living in urban areas. The Bureau of Labor Statistics does not publish comparative

data for rural families.



TABLE 6.--Annual Costs of Lower, Intermediate, and Higher Budgets

fora Four Person Familyl , Autumn 1977

Area

URBAN UNITED STATES .

NETROPOLI TAN AREAS

Lower

$ 10, 481

10,636

NONMETROPOLITAN AREAS ’.......... 9,790

NORTHEAST:

BOSTON, NASS ..................... 11,481

BUFFALO, N. Y..................... 10,681

HARTFORD, CONN ................... 10,872

LANCASTER, PA .................... 10,089

NEW YORK-NORTHEASTERN, N.J. ...... 11,155

PHILADELPHIA, PA-N.J.............. 10,897

PITTSBURGH, PA. .................. 10,216

PORTLAND, NAINE ......

NONNETROPOLI TAN AREAS

NORTH CEN'1’RAL:

10,904

......... 10,337

CEDAR RAPIDS, I ORA ............... 10,170

CHAMPAIGN-URBANA, ILL............. 10,896

CMICAGO, ILL.-NORTHWESTERN IND. . 10,789

CINCINNATI, 0HI0-KY.-IND ......... 9,940

CLEVELAND, OHIO.................. 10,476

DAYION, OHI0 ..................... 9,7 78

DEiR0n, xIca..................... 10,400

GREEN BAY, WIS ................... 9,905

INDIANAPOLIS, IND. ............... 10,179

KANSAS CITY, MO.-KANS ............ 10,133

HILVAUKEE, OIS • ................. 10,610

MINNEAPOLIS-ST. PAUL, HINN ....... 10, 471

ST. LOUIS, NO.-ILL ............... 10,043

WICHITA, KANS ........

NONMETROPOLITAN AREAS

......... 10,310

.... .... 10,069

SOU'£H:

A' LANTA, GA ..................... 9,594

AUSTIN, TEX ..................... 9,286

BAL'£IM0RE, ND .................... 10,796

BATON ROUGE, LA .................. 9,572

DALLAS, TEX ..................... 9,618

DURHAN, N .C . ..................... 9,989

HOUSTON, TEX .................... 9,921

NASHVILLE, ’TENN .................. 9,4 13

OVANflO, £V..................... 9,661

CASHINGTON, D .C. -ND. -V

N0NNETR0P0LITAfl AREAS

11,084

......... 9,202

TEST:

BAKERSVILLE, CALIF •. •. • .. • ....... 10, 199

DENVER, C0L0 ..................... 10,188

LOS ANGELES—LONG BEACH, CALIF .... 11, 134

sAu DIEco, cALir ................. 10,591

SAN FRANCIS CO-OAKLAND, CALIF ..... 11, 601

SEATTLE—EVERETT, CASH............. 1l,3 97

HOtfOLULU .............

NONMETROPOLITAN AREAS

- The

......... 13,280

......... 10,453

17,375

Intermediate

17,106

17,498

15,353

20,609

18,298

17,796

16,322

19,972

17,792

16,516

17,578

17,052

16,681

17,223

17,330

16,547

17,411

15,695

17,427

16,768

16,695

16,486

18,230

17,813

16,377

15,994

15, 658

15,483

14,776

17,204

15,283

15,313

16,369

15,488

15,290

14, 910

18,026

14,471

15,686

16,711

17,126

16,721

18,519

17,211

20,883

24,019

Migher

Level 2/

Budget

25,202

25,983

21,712

31,199

26,818

25,006

23,273

31,655

25,933

24,016

24,796

23,645

24, 295

25,126

25,006

23,289

25,010

23,185

25,550

25,114

23,806

24,384

26,695

26,119

23,683

23,168

22,280

22,584

21,727

25,308

2 2,695

2 2,500

23,514

22,421

22,206

21,832

26,454

20,584

22,329

24,377

25,880

24,908

27,418

24,487

31,897

21,703

34, 620

family consists oi an employed husband, age 38, a wife not

employed outside the home, an 8-year-old gir1, and a 13-year-old boy.

2/
— Total budget costs include persona1 income taxes, social security,

other items and total consumption.

As deflned in 1960-61. For a detailed description of these and

previous geographical boundaries, see the 1967 edition of SâC zd Ne€ao-

poZf c Sbt£s#icdS Areas, prepared by the Office of Management and Budget.

— Places with population of 2,500 to 50,000.

SOURCE: Bureau ofL abo r S tatistics. An 1977 T''amiIy BudgeLs and Tom-

param?we Ande:res for be iee ted Urban Wrens, Apri1 26, 1978.
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TABLE 7.--Indexes of Comparative Costs Based on

and Higher Budgets fora Four Person Family

(U.S. Urban Average Cost=lO0)

Area

URBAh UtfI TED S RATES .

METROPOLITAN AAEAS.

NONNETROPOLI LAN AREAS

N0RTHEAS'1:

BOSTON, NASS........

BUFFALO, N.Y .........

HARiFORD, CONN.......

LANCASTER, PA .......

NEWYORK—NORTHEASTERN, N .J.

PHILADELPHIA, PA.-N.J .

PITTSBURGH, PA....

PORTLAND, MAINE ...

NONNETROPOLI TAN AREAS

NORTH CENTRAL:

Lower

Budget

Level

100

101

93

110

102

104

96

106

104

97

104

99

CEDAR RAPIDS, IOWA. . 97

CHANPAIGN—URBANA, ILL 104

CHICAG0, ILL. —N0RTl-fifESCERN IND. 103

CINCINNATI, 0HI0-KY,-IND. 95

CLEVELAND, 0HI0 ..... 100

DAYTON, 0HI0....... 93

DETROIT, MICH . . . . . . 99

GREEN BAY, IIS ...... 95

INDIANAPOLIS, IND . . . . . . 97

KANSAS CITY, MO. -SANS .... 97

MILWAUKEE, WIS. . . . . . . 101

MINNEAPOLIS-ST. PAUL, MINM. 100

ST. LOUIS, MO.-ILL. . . . 96

RICHETA, PANS ....

NONNETR0P0LI'£AN AREAS

98

96

S 0U’TH:

ATLANTA, GA .......... 92

AUSTIN, TEX .......... 89

BALTIMORE, MD . . . . . . . . 103

BATON ROUGE, LA ........ 91

DALLAS, TEX .......... 92

DURHAN, N.C .......... 95

HOUSiON, HEX. ........ 95

NASHVILLE, TENN ........ 90

ORLANDO, FLA......... 92

WASHINGTON, D.C. -ND. -VA

NONMETROPOLI’I'AN AREAS .

WEST:

106

88

BAKERSFIELD, CALIF....... 97

DENVER, C0L0 ........ 97

LOSANGELES—LONG BEACH, CALIF 106

SAN DIEGO, CALIF....... 101

SANFRANCISCO—OAKLAND, CALIF. 111

SEATTLE-EVERETT, CASH .... 109

HONOLULU. . . . . . .

N0NME'£R0P0LITAN AREAS

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA ....

127

100

.. 166

Lower, Intermediate,

, Autumn 1977

Intermediate

Budget

Leve1

100

102

90

120

107

104

95

117

97

103

100

98
101

101

97

102

92

102

98

98

96

107

104

96

93

92

91

86

101

89

90

96

91

8g

87

105

85

92

98

100

98

108

101

122

90

140

The family consists of an employed husband, age 38,a wife not

employed outside the home, an 8-year-old girl, and a 13-year-old boy.

Higher

Budget

Level

100

103

86

124

106

gg

92

126

103

95

98

94

96

100

99

92

99

92

101

100

94

97

106

104

9 ft

9 2

88

9 0

8 6

100

90

89

93

89

88

87

105

82

g9

97

103

g9

109

97

127

86

137

As defined in 1960-61. For a detailed description of these and

previous geographical boundaries, see the 1967 edition of SfQVgzd Netro-

potffw SâQtisticQZ Areas, prepated by the Office of Management and Budget.

- Places with population of 2,500 to 50,000.

SOURCE: Bureau of Labor S catistics. An 2P ZZ Jm? Iy Budyeis and Com-

paramae Zndexes for' SeIe o L ed Urban Areas, April 26, 197 8.



TABLE 8.--Computation of Area Differences between Netropolitan

and Nonmetropolitan Areas, Lower Level Budget

Index Point Difference

Index for metropolitan areas (lower level budget-Table 7)

Less index for nonmetropolitan areas (Lower level budget)

Difference in index points

101

93

8

Percent Difference

Index point difference 8

Divided by the nonmetropo1itan'index 93

EQuals .086

Results multiplied by one hundred .086 x 100

Equals percent difference (metropolitan above nonmetropolitan) 8.6

19

The quantities of goods and services, methods of calculation, and sources of data used by the

Bureau of Labor Statistics to compute family budgets are detailed in BLS Bulletin 1570-5, Three

8tidards o/Liuiug for Ou Jrbou EAmi ofFour Persons (Spring 1967). Copies may be obtained

for $4.75 each from the National Technical Information Service, U. S. Department of Commerce,

Springfield, Virginia 22181. Specify accession number PB 227342/LK. A supplement, with budgets

for spring 1969-70, is available from any BLS regional office listed at the end of this

Information Aid.
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The Producer Price Indexes

hile theConsumer Price Index and the Family Budgets can serve school administrators in esti-

mating changes in employee purchasing power and in gauging the rate of retail price increases in

household consumer goods and services, they are of little help in estimating changes in the prices

of many commercial goods and services needed by school systems. The Producer Price Indexes (known

as the Wholesale Price Index until spring 1978) of the Bureau of Labor Statistics can be useful in

estimating increases in commodity prices in primary markets. Presented in Table9 are the Wholesale

(Producer) Price Index and percent changes in the Wholesale (Producer) Price Index from 1967 to

1977. The Producer Price Indexes are published monthly by BLS; selected tables from the indexes

also can be found in the Noutk1 labor Peuia.

The U.S. government does not publish a special index of price changes of goods specifically

purchased by schools. However, data on commodities of particular interest to educational adminis-

trators can be selected from the Producer Price Indexes, as illustrated in Table 10. As with the

Consumer Price Index, the base year used by BLS for the Producer Price Indexes is 1967. Therefore,

the price for all commodities in primary markets in March 1978 was 103.8 percent more than the 1967

annua1 average price, since the index for 1967 equals 100.0 and for March 1978 equals 203.8. Table

10 presents data on the Producer Price Indexes for commodity groups for March 1978, for each of the

previous 12 months, and the 1977 annual average. Data on the Producer Price Indexes found in BLS

publications are based on seasonally unadjusted figures unless otherwise noted. In analyzing

price increases from March 1977 to March 1978, the following percent changes occurred: the prices

of all commodities in primary markets increased 6 percent (from Producer Price Index 192.0 to 203.8);

the price of farm products, processed foods, and feeds increased 5 percent (190.9 to 200.3); and the

price of industrial commodities increased 6 percent (191.7 to 204.1).

Fuels, related products, and power prices increased 7 percent between March 1977 and March 1978.

In this group, gas fuels showed the highest rate of price increase, 14 percent. Prices for electric

power increased 12 percent, while both coke ani crude petroleum prices each increased 9 percent.

Coal increased 7 percent and refined petroleum products, 3 percent.

Lumber and wood products increased 16 percent during this 12 month period. Transportation

eQuipment prices and prices of metal and meta1 products each increased 7 percent. Prices of fur-

niture and household durables increased 5 percent. The price of rubber and plastic products and

the price of pulp, paper, and allied products each increased 4 percent.

The procedure for calculating and using percent changes in the Producer Price Indexes are the

same as those for the Consumer Price Index (See Table 2 on page 5),



TABLE 9.--Wholesale Price Index and Percent Changes in the Wholesale Price Index

for All Commodities; Farm Products, Processed Foods and Feeds; and

Industrial Commodities, 1967 to 1977 (1967=l00.0)

1967

1968

1969

1970

1971

1972

1973

1974

1975

1976

1977

Year
All commodities

Index

100.0

102.5

106.5

110.4

114.0

119.1

134.7

160.1

174.9

182.9

194.2

Percent

change

.2

2.5

3.9

3.7

3.3

4.5

13.1

18.9

9.2

6.1

Wholesale Prices

Farm products,

processed foods

and I eeds

Index

100.0

102.4

108.0

111.7

113.9

122.4

159.1

177.4

184.2

183.1

188.8

Percent

change

-3.4

2.4

5.5

3.4

2.0

7.5

30.0

11.5

3.8

-.6

3.1

Industrial

commodities

Index

100.0

102.5

106.0

110.0

114.1

117.9

125.9

153.8

171.5

182.3

195.1

Percent

change

1.5

2. '›

3. 4

3. 8

3. 7

3. 3

6 . 8

22 . 2

11.5

6.3

7.0

SOURCE: Bureau of Labor Statistics, WouâkZ Lc5or £euleu, 101 (March 1978), p. 81.
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,)2

)2-1

)2-2

12—3

)2-4

)2-5

)2—6

)2-7J

,12-?2

12-73

I2-74

’ 2—8

, 2-9

I3-5

)4-1

)#-2

4-4

J5

)5-1

)5-2

I5-7

b22

J7

)7-1

)7-12

)7-13

77-21

)7-22

)7-23

TABLE 10.--Producer Price Indexes, by Commodity Groupings

(1967=100 Unless Otherwise Specified)

FARN PRODUCTS AUD PROCESSED FOOOS

AND FEEDS

Hay, haysaads, and oilsaads

0her am products . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .

Processed foods and feeds ..............

Cereal and bakery products ............

Dairy products .....................

Processed fruits and vegetables .........

g8f 6Bd C0f 0¢i8ry ..............

....›t.I.d i!."%.?g?!t::::::::
Crude vegetable oils .................

Reflf 8d veg8tdble OIIS ................

Manufactured animal feeds .

S

t ..........

INDUSTRIAL CONNODITIES

Textile products and apparel .............

5yrlth6tiC flbBfS' ... ................

13-2 Proces yarns and threads' ...........

Finish rid*“ “ “ .. . ...... .

TBNiOñ0USBbTiSN1§S ...............

Hides, skins, leather, and related products ... .

Hides and skins ....................

Leather .........................

Fuels and related products arid power .......

Coal ...........................

Coke ...........................

Gasfuels ........................

Electnc power.....................

Crude petroleum ...................

Petroleum prodtJcts, retired ............

194.2 1g2.0 194.4 I 95.2 194.5 194.8 194.6 ‹95.3 196.3 197.0 19e.2 t99.9 202.0 203.8

206. 203.7 206.2 207.0 2 3 206.6 2e6.s 207.2 2 2 209.0 210.3 212.1 21‹.3 216.2

188.8 190.9 19s.9 196.8 191s 188.7 184.3 184.4 184.3 1e6.8 189S i92. ss.6 Z00,3

195.1 191.7 1t3.3 194.2 184.7 195.9 196.9 197.8 199.1 t99.2 200.0 201.5 202.8 204.1

192.5 202.5 208.2 204.3 192.8 190.2 181.8 182.0 182.0 185.5 188.3 192.2 198.8 205.3

192.2 219.2 205.7 201.8 176.3 182.1 176.5 182.9 188.0 192.9 170.1 197.1 204.6 201.6

165.2 f83.4 184.4 171.2 157.7 15t.f 140.5 144.2 144.7 164.6 167.3 J69.1 170.8 178.8

173.0 163.5 167.9 180.2 172.3 180.5 175.2 172.9 177.5 171.6 182.7 188.2 202.1 208.3

175.4 177.2 182.3 183.1 182.7 193.7 176.1 181.7 170.5 162.7 157.8 170.2 188.8 187.9

202.3 252.4 249.5 238.6 197.3 195.3 180.3 165.8 166.9 164.1 161.0 171.0 \7t.4 t86.9

202.6 195.2 J97.7 198.3 199.3 202.7 205.0 206.7 209.6 2%.8 210.1 208.4 209.7 219.7

162.0 173.5 165.2 144.4 141.4 156.6 162.0 163.3 137.6 149.4 166.3 145.2 170.3 167.4

234.3 278.0 322.4 289.8 270.2 207.7 196.0 178.2 178.8 193.5 IN.9 198.4 191.5 209.5

325.4 368.4 386.3 358.6 341.7 335.0 292.0 317.1 296,3 302.6 302.6 283.8 276.4 274.1

186.1 183.9 188.5 191.9 190.1 187.2 184.9 184.4 184.3 186.7 189.3 191.3 144.6 196.8

173.2 171.5 171.6 172.0 171.1 171.9 172.1 174.6 175.5 179.7 t82.0 183.6 184.7 185.7

182.0 174.9 183.6 183.5 189.5 189.5 182.7 182.8 184.7 190.8 \93.6 193.6 204.7 204.6

173.4 168.0 173.5 174.2 174.3 175.1 175.3 175.6 175.8 176.9 178.2 178.0 178.7 180.3

187.3 184.0 185.2 185.8 187.7 188.3 190.4 191.1 190.4 193.0 t94.4 194.4 194.6 195.6

t77.5 180.2 t86.4 184.4 1?6.3 t7t.3 178.8 174.3 170.1 177.8 t79.0 185.8 193.8 192.9

200.9 199,6 202.1 206.1 207.9 204.7 205.5 2@.8 205.0 200.6 201.3 201.9 201.1 200.0

267.0 253.0 305.8 307.7 279.9 258.7 252.0 243.6 276.5 270.0 263.2 250.2 262.8 284.7

197.5 222.9 253.7 248.6 229.6 181.0 180.7 155.2 164.3 175.0 196.6 185.9 184.6 223.9

198.9 219.9 229.1 228.9 219.2 182.0 173.3 162.6 179.7 189.9 212.1 221.7 224.9 230.3

198.6 187.8 206.3 214.8 216.3 208.7 199.9 201.1 195.1 192.3 197.+ 194.5 193.9 206.6

190.0 183.8 184.8 192.4 192.9 194.4 194.3 194.2 193.9 191.9 191.8 193.5 194.1 195.8

205.0 221.8 243.0 239.3 225.4 188.3 175.7 174.7 168.5 194.0 t87.5 193.0 186.3 200.8

154.0 152.4 153.7 t54.0 154.6 1S4.5 154.6 155.1 155.2 155.3 155.9 156.4 157.0 157.3

107.4 103.2 106.4 107.2 109.2 108.9 109.3 109.4 109.2 109.6 109.6 110.3 110.5 110.5

100.9 98.7 101.5 102.3 103.4 103.4 102.8 102.1 101.2 100.4 1@.6 100.6 101.0 101.1

104.7 104.5 105.0 104.6 104.4 104.9 103.3 103.0 103.7 105.2 107.2 106.9 109.9 112.2

103.6 103.0 1@.3 105.0 104.8 tH.6 104.6 104.4 104.3 103.3 \03.4 103.4 103.5 102.9

147.3 146.0 146.5 146.6 147.3 147.3 147.8 148.4 148.6 149.1 149.4 ---- -----

171.5 170.4 170.4 169.3 t69.4 t69.4 170.8 174.4 175.2 175.6 175.7 •--- -----

179.5 177.9 179.9 181.9 179.4 180.0 180.2 179.6 J79.2 180.3 181.8 186.1 187.5. 188.1

286.8 285.9 305.0 313.0 288.8 291.5 288.3 274.4 266.6 273.2 291.9 300.4 298.2 296.0

201.1 201.4 204.1 210.7 202.3 198.7 2@.3 200.5 196.4 197.0 200.4 210.8 211.9 215.3

168.9 166.4 167.2 168.1 168.2 169.8 169.9 170.0 171.2 172.0 172.1 173.8 176.2 176.2

163.4 162.6 163.2 163.7 163.7 163.8 164.2 164.5 164.4 164.7 j64.7 170.3 f70.5 171.7

302.2 2S3.7 298.8 302.4 304.3 307.0 309.5 309.9 310.7 310.4 31f.9 312.8 312.9 315.3

389.4 378.8 379.8 386.7 390.5 393.0 39‹.2 395.1 398.s 4 .1 ‹02.2 40‹.1 4 .1 407.2

379.4 367.3 372.9 37s.1 386.1 386.1 386.1 386.1 386.1 386.1 386.1 3N.4 •B.8 46.e

387.9 370.9 379.0 390.2 386.6 381.8 400.9 4 2 4 2 ‹1‹.1 ‹22‹ 420.5 ‹17.9 ‹23.6

232.9 223.4 229.4 230.5 234.3 239.0 24‹.6 2•2.8 242.1 z37.8 237.2 239.7 2‹2.8 250.0

274.2 270.0 271.0 271.0 271.8 270.8 273.3 276.1 278.6 282.9 288.1 288.8 289.7 293.4

308.1 301.9 306.8 310.3 312.2 313.8 313.1 313.2 314.2 313.4 3t3.7 314.1 312.8 3t1.1

cfiemicais and allied prauca ............ 19a.7 191.2 193a i 9‹a I93.9 19as 193.s 193z 193.7 193s i93e 19‹o let.2 196.2

Industrial chemicals .................. 223.9 222.3 223.5 224.2 224.2 224.6 224.5 224.1 224.9 224.9 225.2 224.2 224.4 224.1

Pre@red paint ..................... 182.4 178.g 180.6 181.7 182.3 183.9 183.9 18s.1 185.1 186.7 i85.9 166.1 ION.5 1895

Paint materials ..................... 205.9 206.1 209.4 210.3 209.3 206.6 206.8 204.7 203.8 204.3 206.1 205.0 20a.9 207.7

Drugs and pfiamaceuticals ............ 140.5 139.0 139.6 139.7 140.8 141.2 141.2 141.4 141.8 142.2 142.9 144.f 144.9 145.3

Fats and 0iIs, inedible ................ 279.0 273.7 304.9 337.5 318.8 2e1.e 2N.9 246.9 260.9 26s.4 266.1 263.2 281.5 294.6

Agricultural chemicals and chemical produce. 187.7 187.1 189.7 188.6 189.0 188.5 188.6 188.9 190.2 188.1 186.9 187.3 *869 88-8

Plastic resins and materials ............ 197.4 194.6 195.9 196.6 197.6 200.2 200.2 2@.1 199.8 199.4 198.6 198.9 ISB.4 199.4

Off+er chemicals and allied products. . . . ... 175.6 174.6 175.4 175.9 176.0 175.9 176.4 176.5 176.6 177.2 177.5 178.4 180.3 181,¥

i3ubber and plastic products .............

Rubber and rubber products............

TiFes and tubes ....................

PI st: construction products: . . .

Unsupported plastic film and sheeting’ .....

Laminated plastic sheets, high pressure’ . . . .

B Lumber and wood products ........ - - - - -

&1 Lumber

B—4 Other wood products .

Sn footnotes at end of table

167.5 164.6 165.7 166.3 167.5 168.9 169.3 169.5 170.2 170.0 169.8 169.9 170.2 171.3

173.5 169.3 171.8 172.0 173.0 174.9 175.5 176.2 177.2 176.8 176.9 177.3 177.8 179.0

17j.5 t66.9 168.5 170.1 171.8 172.4 172.8 176.6 176.6 177.1 176.8 177.3 181.1 1818

169.7 165.6 169.9 168.0 168.0 171.4 172.0 172.0 172.0 171.6 171.9 172.1 170.8 172.2

176.6 172.3 173.1 175.2 177.2 177.8 178.4 178.9 180.9 180.6 180.6 181.3 182.8 184.0

133.2 129.8 128.9 130.6 134.1 136.5 136.7 136.0 136.1 135.7 134.7 134.6 134.6 134.8

160.3 159.6 159.2 159.8 160.3 160.9 161.0 161.2 161.6 161.7 161.5 161.2 161.2 162.7

141.2 138.3 141.6 142.2 142.4 143.1 T42.9 142.0 142.1 142.6 142.2 142.1 142.8 143.2

236.Z 22S.0 229.8 229.5 228.8 235.6 Z42.7 25Z.9 247.8 243.2 249.1 256.3 263.7 266.0

276\ 266.4 268.8 268.3 264.8 275.9 286.4 301.7 292.4 204.8 201.0 300.I 306'5 312.5

212.0 207.9 202.5 200.\ 202.7 211.9 219.8 230.4 221.8 212.8 225.6 231.6 233.0 226-3

18t.3 178.9 181.0 104.4 18S.‹ 18s.6 186.5 189.7 189.8 189.8 191.0 194.6 10S.0 202.1



0ê-1ï Woo‹$lulp ...............

é.! ”’

e-1‹ P•p•@rd :: . .
04-15 Converled paper and paperboard

I¥I-2 &ikärg paper and board .....

TABLE 10 (Continued)

\077 1975

Nar. Apr. Nay Juna July At’ 5apL’ 0cL’ Nov. Oac Jan. Feix Mar.

186.4 183.6 185.3 186.2 187.3 187.8 187.8 188.1 188,7 188.3 187.6 188.2 188.7 t89.8

187.4 IBM.3 18‹.s 187.‹ 106.‹ 188.8 188.6 100.7 189.2 188.8 160.0 1e8.4 186.7 189.6

281.8 283.7 206.3 286.3 285.8 285.8 282.1 277.5 276.0 276.7 266.8 264.5 263.0 262.8

\87.2 180.6 I81.8 185.3 186.3 186.3 183.6 187.3 191.1 201.3 20&0 209.9 210.8 202.9

194.3 192.0 193.3 194.0 194.? 195.4 196.2 196.0 197.4 197.5 197.1 t97.8 198.3 199.0

176.5 172.4 174.5 179.0 179.5 180.6 179.3 178.8 177.8 174.2 171.1 170.7 172.2 174.1

176.5 174.0 175.6 175.9 177.5 177.4 177.5 178.1 178.6 178.2 178.2 178.9 17S.0 180.2

157.0 *145.9• 148.8 151.3 153.8 157.8 162.5 106.8 168.9 168.3 170.4 174.9 180.1 186.6

10 MeBlsaxi ›eI«I x s .............. 209.0 206.5 2 J 206.5 207.7 210.6 211.7 212.6 211.8 212.0 213.3 21S.2 219.1 221.1

10-1 lronedsteel ..................... €30.3 , 227.1 228.3 228.0 227.0 232.1 233a 236.0 234.4 233.4 23S.5 237.7 244.6 247.2

10-13 St8eI/ illpodx4s .................. 229.9 223.8 224.4 225.3 225.4 233.4 234.4 237.5 237.5 237.3 237.5 237.5 246.4 248.5

10-z N••f•r«› s«x›ois .................. 1es.‹ 195.e 2IXI.1 z00.9 197.3 1u.0 198.5 195.1 193.6 19‹.2 1S5.1 198,0 199.7 201.1

!ü Ë sta’°’s. .:: : . 2iiÏ 2ü:› 2ïf 268 2ü:l 2 70 ïtf› 2‹5: 2 › 2i 2 ï» !»:7 2ä8

10-S W• •atxur+ss/xIt›rassr qp........ 106.6 ›82.2 182.8 185.0 186.1 188.3 189.9 190.8 190.9 191.1 191.9 192.4 19‹.7 1es.0

JO-6 Heatñg eqñptent .

10-7 Fabr<ated structural

11-9 Mkcdlmexa maduery ..............

16S.5 163.7 163.5 164.0 164.5 165.4 166.0 166.8 168.0 168.3 165.3 171.0 170.4 171.1

206.8 20\.7 203.1 204.1 204.9 207.9 210.1 21J.9 211.8 212.4 2t3.4 214.6 2t9.I 221.5

196.1 192.3 192.4 192.9 194.5 196.9 198.1 199.8 200.5 201.9 202.6 203.2 204.4 206.1

181.7 178.2 178.9 180.0 180.7 181.8 \ 82.8 183.8 ’18S.4 186.7 187.3 189.1 190.1 191.4

197.7 104.5 194.8 195.4 195.9 196.6. 198.6 200.4 201.4 2@.1 205.2 20S.9 207.2 207.6

213.7 208.3 210.2 211.7 212.0 213.9 215.3 214.7 217.2 221.4 221.8 222.6 224.0 224.8

190.5 193.7 194.7 195.8 197.9 199.3 200.8 202.3 203.5 204.9 2B.8 208.1 209.2 210.5

201.7 197.5 108.3 200.4 201.7 202.8 203.7 204.6 205.5 206.6 207.1 208.6 209.9 2t1.1

202.8 197.2 199.1 200.7 201.9 202.8 203.8 204.1 209.5 210.2 212.Ò 213.8 214.6 2t6.7

154.1 151.9 152.0 152.7 153.0 1M.1 154.6 155.7 157.3 157.8 157.9 160.0 160.5 161.7

180.7 177.4 178.0 179.2 179.7 180.7 181.9 183.3 184.0 185.1 185.8 188.0 109.2 191.2

151.4 149.6 150.1 150.6 151.5 151.4 152.6 152.7 153.0 153.6 1M.0 155.6 156.3 157.4

182.2 158.7 180.7 161.2 162.2 162.9 t63.2 163.3 164.1 165.1 166.4 168.2 168.8 168.9

105.9 178.6 183.3 184.9 186.7 104.4 191.0 190.8 190.8 192.2 192.2 192.8 193.0 198.8

136.4 135.6 IM.6 135.6 135.8 136.1 136.5 136.6 137.1 138.1 138.3 139.8 139.8 140.1

144.9 142.9 143.3 143.3 144.8 145.7 146.6 147.5 147.8 147.5 \47.6 149.1 149.4 150.9

87.7 89.4 88.3 88.3 88.4 86.8 86.8 86.4 86.2 86.4 86.4 86.8 88.1 88.5

190.1 188.1 187.9 188.6 \89g 180.7 t9t.4 19t.4 \9t.7 t82.6 t93.5 t97.7 1S8.7 198.1

"::::: :::: ttt ‹' • •. ‹li •l â ât °.i °.. 1i
+-‹ R«Ir« .................. 233.5 230.0 231.1 231.1 232.0 23‹.z 235.2 2M.2 238.7 238.7 MO.7 2‹3.7 24 .6 24‹.6

5 eodteeaa p/odJcts ................ 164.4 161.0 182.5 163.1 163.5 163.9 164.2 166.0 168.4 168.9 169.6 171.5 171.2 172.5

15-1 Toys,Sp0I1¥\ggt¥¥B,at\dIanns, m¥xxri IM.2 154.5 \54J t54.5 IM.9 1M.2 155.7 1SS.5 156.7 156.7 t56.9 t59.6 j6t.2 162.0

I5-2 Ta›ecc»p»axa................... i¥0.0 i74.6 i7s.1 i7s.3 175.3 175.7 175.8 106.8 109.6 189.6 IN.e i¥0.4 i91.2 100.9

172.4 172.4 172.4 172.4 172.4 t72.6 172.9 172.9 }72.9 T72.8 172.8 180.7 180.7 181.5

130.8 138.5 137.9 139.9 140.4 \41J 141.0 140.6 }40.7 140.7 f11.$ 142.1 142.6 \42.7

SOURCE: Bureau of Labor Statistics, NonfkZy £Jbor Aeuil, 101 (May 1978),

pp. 105-106.
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Projecting Cost Increases

Measuring current prices and past changes in both consumer and producer prices is a

comparatively simple and relatively accurate statistical process. This, however, is not true

with regard to the prediction of future prices or future educational costs. There are many

variables and unpredictable factors that make most economic and cost projections little more

than educated guesses. This is why most projections are stated as an "assumption” rather than

a prediction. It is also the reason why most developers of school budgets "assume” that a

specific change (usually percentage change) in prices and service costs will occur during the

budget period.

The person estimating future costs or prices, as in the development of a school budget, is

at liberty to assume any change he or she believes appropriate. The choice is a matter of

judgment and reasonable expectation. But the estimator usually must explain and justify his or

her chosen assumption to the budget reviewing authorities and other interested persons in order

to convince them of its reasonableness. The Cousumer Price Index and the Producer Price Indexes

often are used as the statistical bases for making and justifying future cost and price

assumptions. There are four basic ways sometimes used in projecting future prices and costs.

6impfe PexcouA Jhcugu -- One approach in estimating price and cost changes is to assume that

prices and costs will change in the future by the same percent they did in a similar period in

the past. For example, if one were using the data coutained in Table 4 to project price data

for 1978, one assumption could be that since the Consumer Price Index for all items increased

by 6.5 percent in 1977, prices would increase by a similar 6.5 percent in 1978.

AuerAgs Percent Ckmgs -- Another approach is to estimate that price changes in the future

will be the average of changes that occurred during several recent periods. Again if one were

using the data contained in Table 4 to project price changes during 1978, one would find that the

Consumer Price Index increased 11.0 percent in 1974, 9.1 percent in 1973, 5.8 percent in 1976,

and 6.5 percent in 1977. One assumption, therefore, could be that price increases in 1978 will

be the average of the increases in each of the four years 1974-1977, which is 8.1 percent. Thus,

the assumption would be that prices would increase 8.1 percent in 1978.

The estimator may choose any number of years in computing the average. (A 3-to 5-year span

is used most commonly in schoo1 budget making.) Some persons feel that the reliability of the

estimate is increased by the number of years averaged when computing the percent change. This

is not necessarily true. Although one may feel more confident in using price and cost changes
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over a span of several years, it should be remembered that neither this method nor any other

can guarantee accuracy.

Horeover, monthly percent changes in the Consumer Price Index are often used by the news

media and others as estimates of the average annual percent change in the CPI. Schoo1

administrators should be aware of the differences that may occur in these annua1 estimates,

depending on (1) whether or not seasonally adjusted or unadjusted data are used and (2) whether

or not the CPI-U or the revised CPI-W are used. For example, in February 1978 BLS reported that

the seasonally adjusted 0P/-V and the rouisua OPJ-V for January 1978 each rose by 0.8 percent.

0ne newspaper related that "at an annual rate, the price increase last month equals a 9.6 percent

inflation rate.” However, the seasonally unadjusted GPJ-V for January 1978 increased 0.6 percent,

for an estimated 7.2 percent annual inflation rate. The seasonally unadjusted revised JPJ-V for

January 1978 increased 0.5 percent, projecting an annual rate of inflation of 6.0 percent.

[As discussed previously, unadjusted data are used extensively in COL adjustments in

collective bargaining contracts. BLS also states that parties may choose to adapt their

existing contracts to either the CPI-U or the revised CPI-W.]

Trouded Perceuâ CAcnge -- Still another method for estimating price changes is to project

the continuation of an upward or downward trend which has occurred in recent years. Since the

price increase lessened from 1973 to 1976, as reflected in Table 4 on page 14,a downward trend for

1977 might have been projected with some reasonableness. The increase dropped by 1.9 percentage

points between 1974 and 1975 (from 11.0 to 9.1) and the increase dropped another 3.3 percentage

points between 1975 and 1976 (from 9.1 to 5.8). Projecting this trend of a 1.4 percentage

point annua1 drop in the rate of increase, one could assumea price increase of only 4.4 per-

cent in 1977. Such an assumed increase, however, did not occur in 1977, as shown in Table 4

which indicates that the annua1 rate of price increases in 1977 was 6.5 percent. This illustrates

the hazard of projecting the continuation of past trends. One never knows when the trend is

going to change either in direction or in pace.

Sâcâed GouermmeuâcZ Goe1 --A different kind of assumption regarding future prices and costs

is the use of a stated governmental economic, price, or wage goal. Such goals usually are

established arbitrarily. Moreover, the goals typically are contrary to previous trends. An

example of a stated governmental goal is the Cost of Living Council's goal to limit inflation

in 1973 to 3.0 percent. A schoo1 system that used this 3.0 percent increase as a firm assumption

in projecting prices for its 1973 budget would have been in economic trouble since, according to

BLS data shown in Table 4, the increase for 1973 was over 6 percent.

Ultimately, any assumption, projection, or estimate of future prices and costs -- even though

relying on abundant and accurate data of past trends -- leaves much to the vagaries of chance. As

many economists, government officials, and school budget makers have discovered, projecting

accurately the rates of inflation or deflation is a matter of knowledge, judgment, and much good

luck.
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Sources of Information for Data on

Consumer Price Indexes

School administrators and others who need to stay abreast of the latest developments on changes

in the CPI should consult two authoritative sources published by the Bureau of Labor Statistics:

Monthly LAbor 5eUiew and monthly BLS press releases.

Mouth) fdbor 5euieu.--In addition to feature articles on industrial relations, employment trends

and analysis, and court decisions in labor cases, No th1 Labor Peuiew provides a section on cur-

rent labor statistics, including data on the CPI. CPI data published in the HI5 are three months

behind the issue date of the journal, e.g., the May 1978 NZ5 contains CPI data compiled through

February 1978.

HL5 provides four extensive tables detailing information on the GPI:

2.

3.

The annual average CPI for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers and percent changes

in the CPI-W since 1967 for all items, food and beverages, housing, apparel and upkeep,

transportation, medical care, entertainment, and other goods and services. (See Table 4

onp age 14.)

The U.S. city average CPI-U and revised CPI-W, listing figures for the last six months

and the month in the previous year corresponding to the latest month reported (e.g.,

February 1977 if the latest reported index is February 1978). A general summary pre-

sents this information according to seven major consumer goods categories plus commod-

ities and services, and 16 special indexes (e.g., "all items less food," "services less

rent"). U.S. city average CPI data are also listed ina more comprehensive section of

the table, according to group, subgroup, and selected items. The major group components

include such items as food, housing, apparel and upkeep, transportation, medical care,

entertainment, and other goods and services.

The CPI-U, cross-classified according to region and population size class, by expenditure

category and commodity and service group. Four population size classes are reported:

1.25 million or more; 385,000 to 1.25 million; 75,000 to 385,000; and 75,000 or less.

The four regions include the Northeast, North Central, South, and West. The cross-

classified indexes will be published bimonthly. (See TableE in the Appendix.)

The U.S. city average CPI-U and revised CPI-W, all items, for selected areas. Twenty-

eight Standard Netropolitan Statistical Areas (SMSAs) are included in this table. (See

TableA in the Appendix.)
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Subscriptions to LLP are $16.00 a year (single copy price is $1.40) and should be sent to

NoufAZp ZAbor Peril, Box 353, La Plata, Maryland 20646. Checks should be made payable to Super-

intendent of Documents.

Monthly BLS press releases.--BLS issues press releases which announce monthly changes in the CPI

(both seasonally adjusted and unadjusted) as soon as the data are made available by the Department

of Labor. There is a one month time lag between the collection of the data and the release of

information about the CPI in these press releases. CPI data are highlighted in tables summarizing

the following:

1. Percent changes in the CPI-U, seasonally adjusted, for all items and seven major consumer

goods categories.

2. Percent changes in the revised CPI-W, for all items and seven major consumer goods cate-

gories.

3. Comparison of changes in the revised CPI-W and the unrevised CPI-W, not seasonally adjusted,

from the previous month. (See Table5 on page 15.)

The CPI-U, U.S. city average, by expenditure category and commodity and service group.

(See TableB in the Appendix.)

5. The CPI-U, seasonally adjusted U.S. city average, by expenditure category and commodity

and service group. (See Table C in the Appendix.)

6. The CPI-U, all items, by 28 selected areas, four regions, five population size classes,

and 16 regional/population size class cross classifications. These indexes will be pub-

lished bimonthly. (See TableD in the Appendix.)

7. The revised CPI-W, U.S. city average, by expenditure category and commodity and service

group. (See TableF in the Appendix.)

8. The revised CPI-W, seasonally adjusted U.S. city average, by expenditure category and

commodity and service group. (See TableG in the Appendix.)

9. The revised CPI-W, all items, by 28 selected areas, four regions, five population size

classes, and 16 regional/population size class cross classifications. These indexes will

be published bimonthly. (See TableH in the Appendix.)

10. The unrevised CPI-W, U.S. city average, by commodity and service group and expenditure

classes (ending with the release of the June 1978 figures). (See Table I in the Appendix.)

11. The unrevised CPI-W, all items most recent index and percent changes from selected dates,

U.S. city average and selected areas (ending with the release of the June 1978 figures).

(See TableJ in the Appendix.)

To be placed on the free mailing list for BLS Consumer Price Index press releases, interested

persons should contact the Information Office, U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics,

Washington, D.C. 20212, phone: (202) 523-7827 or (202) 523-8416.
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A PPE ND IX

TABLE A.--Consumer Price Index--U.S. City Average, and Selected Areas

(1967=l00 Unless Otherwise Specified)

U.S. ¢ity 8v fa ... ...................

Aft¢tQfag0, AIBSk8^ ......................

Baltimore, Md. .........................

BOStOfl, U8sS. .........................

I!/!!f°...!“ih%!"!t!!”.'.. . : .: : :: : : : : : . :

Cley8l3f\d, Ohi0 ........................

0etr0it, Mid). .....: .................

Honolulu, Hawai .....................

Houston, Tex. ......................

Kansas Cd, Mo.-Kansas ...............

LosArgeles-Long Beach, Anaheim, Call. ....

Northeast, Pa. (Scranton) ..................

•°I •°•I °•I •••-L°• '••1 F• ••J •e'I °•) •'-I °• + I •-
›II‹

177.1 184.0 184.5 185.4 186.1 187.2 ) 88.4 177.1 184.0 184.5 185.4 186.1 187.1 188.4

----- ----• 177.3 ----- ----- 179.2 ----- ----- ----- 177.3 ----• ----- 179.2 -----

..... ]g$p ..... ..... §84 ..... 186a ..... §g$§ ..... ..... §g#$ ..... \g@§

..... 188d ..... ..... 190y ..... ..... ..... jgg$ ..... ..... \$g,} ..... .....

..... ..... 1$7 ..... ..... ]$}$ ..... ..... ..... )g$y ..... ..... 1$75 .....

177.5 ----- •---• 185.1 ----- ----- ----- 177.5 ----- ----- 185.1 ----- ----- -----

..... ]806 ..... ..... ]$§} ..... }838 ..... }$§g ..... ..... }$§} ..... § gg#

.. 176.3 181.6 181.6 182.9 184.4 185.5 186.5 176.3 \ 81.8 181.6 182.9 184.4 185.6 186.8

..... ..... ..... 1 bQ0 ..... ] QQ,/ .... ..... ... • . • • ... ]QQ,0 • ... • IQQ 6 • . • • •

] y3,Ą ..... ..... ] $ąb ..... d g3 ..... ] /3,§ ..... ..... 1g]g ..... ] @ 0 .....

182.1 187.3 187.6 188.5 188.8 189.8 190.8 182.1 187.3 187.6 186.5 188.8 189.8 190.8
..... ..... ..... {ggg ..... ]gg,g ..... ..... ..... ..... \ $§$ ..... 18a6 .....

SanFranciso>0akIarxl, Calif. ............... ----- 184.0 ----- ----- 187.3 ----- 189.2 ----- 184.0 ----- ----- 187.3 ----- 189.5

Seattle-Everett, Wash. .................... 171.4 ----- ----- 182.5 ----- 184.1 -• --- 171.4 -• --- ---• - 182.5 ----- 183.8 ----

Washington, D.C.-Igd.-Va. .................. 178.4 ----- ----- 188.1 ----- 190.2 ----- 178.4 ----- ----- 188.1 ----- 180.5 -----

'The areas listed include not only the central city but the entire portion of the Standard Metropolitan

Satistical Area, as defred for the 1970 Census of Population, excegt hot the Standard Gorisoldated

Area is used lor New York and Chicago.

’Average of 85 ¢ities.

October 1967 = 100.

‘Nov8mt›er 1977 = 100.

SOURCE: Bureau of Labor Statistics, South labor Peril, 101 (May 1978), p. 104.



TABLE B.--Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers: U.S. City Average,

by Expenditure Category and Commodity and Service Group, 1967=100

Group
Decenber f4ar . Apr . Apr . 19 78 Eram- Jan . to Feb . to Na r . t o

197 7 19 78 197 g Ap K . 19 7 7 Na K . 19 78 Feb . dar . Apr .

Gae'(pÍped) and elecb°ttley ga .’ 5 897 2 2 6 6

Other utili tres and public servi ces 2/ 2 . 227 157.3
Household£ urnishi ngs and operat tori 2/. . 8.2 IS l7 3.6

HouseCurnishings 2/................... 4.602 151.5

I-fa us e k e eg i ng suppTies ................. 1.5 59 202 .3

Ho us ek e ep i rig s e r v i c e s 2 / .............. 2.0S5 218.3

Apparel and upkeep........................ 5.800 156.5

' :.e1 I. ‘b.;1ie:p;are1::::::::::::::: S’‹7 i :l
Women's and gi rls' appare 1............ 2.044 l4S.4

F

ppaq
a

p andtoddlers apparel g2/.. .
: :i7 160 7

Other apparel connoditi es 2/.......... .6 04 lS5.3

Apparel servi ces 1/..................... . 662 180.4

Tr ans portati on ............................ 18.027 17 9.9

Used cars
Gasoline
Mai nte nance and r epair 2/
Other pri vate tr ansportati on

Other pri vate trans . comnod ti es
Other pri vate I:rans. seryi ces 2/. ... 3 .4 16 191 .1

Public transportation................... 1.097 187.2

Other medical care services

E
n
tnter nme eni’:‹ao›«:‹’»::

appliances 1/ 2/....

Personal care services

.969 214.5

. ..... . 791 173.2

. ..... . 961 183.1

Per sonal and educati ona1 ex penses 2/. . .. 1 . 4 4 1 193 .S

Per so n ab° a nd e ddc at i onae’servi ces 2/: 1 2S9 197:Í

191.S

220.8

198.3

2 96.6

2 IS.5

2 31.3

173.9

179.L

Expenditure category

6.6

6.9

14.4

11.4

\0 .1

6.4
8.4

5.4
7.9

8.3

S.4 4
.9

4.0
5 .3

3.5

3.9
8.9

2.5
2.3
7.5

-5.6

1.7

7.5
3.7
4.0

8 .3

7.1
8.5

6.1

6 .4

6 .4

0.9

3.1
1.3

L.3

2.0
.4

.8

.9

.8
.9

. 6

. 3

L . 4

. 8

. 6

. 9
-.Z

l .1

.5

. 8

. 9

. 6

. 8
1 . 2

1. 3

.6
2.5

. 8

. 3

2.9

. 4

. l

. 2

. l

.1

.6

. 6

.6

.6
. 6

. 3
.2

. 5

.2

. 1
.i
.1

0.6

1.2

1.5

. 9

2 . 8
.6

. 0

. 3

. 4

. 3
1.1

.7
1.0
.1

.8
1.2

.1

.1

.3

.7
-1 .0

-1.2
-1 . 0

-2 .4

-l.t
.l

1.1

.6
.6

.8

.3
. 8
. 3

.5
. 8

.9
. 8
. 8
.7

. z
-. 1
.3

. 1

.4
.6

. 4

0.8

3.2
.7

.7

1.6

1.0

.6

.S

I.O

1.2

.9
1.2
-. 1

l . 0

l . 4

.8
. 9

1 . 4

. 0

1 . 0
1.0

. 6

1.7

1.8
. 4

. S
.7

. 2

. 2

. l
.0

. 3

.5
. 0

.2

.1

. 2

.6

. 6

. 9

. 2

. s

. 1

. 4

. 3
.6

. 5

0.9

4.8
l . 6

1.7
2.3

2.7
. 4

. 4

. 7

.8

.9
1 . 0

. 7

.S

. 5

1.7
l . l

1 . 4
. 2

. 6

1 . 4

. l

. 6

. S

1.1
.1
2.S

.3

.4

.2

.7

.Z

.z
.3
.3

.6

-.2

.5
.7

.5

.6

.5
.5

.3

.S

.2

.8
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TABLE B.—Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers: U.S. City Average,

by Expenditure Category and Commodity and Service Group, 1967=100 fCoufCnued7

Group
ReLati ve Un adj usIed Seaso na 11y ad justeü

i uport ance Unadjust ed i ridex es p e r c ent change to perc ent change fr oai -

Dec eober t2ar. Apr . Apo . 19 7 8 Ez oo - han . to Feb . t o yar . to
197 7 197 8 197 S Apr . 19 7 7 la r . 19 78 Feb . uar . Ap r .

F moditibe'ee g
e

fo/ ’and'beverages’: jj 40:493

Mondurables 2ess food and beverages... 17.280

N:’::eables’le t'es ;’beve
rages.„’ '’137

and apparel 1/.................... 12.095

Other servi ces 2/....................... 4.S57

Speci al i ndexes:
All items less food....................... 82.282
All items less shelter..........

All ttems less mortgage interest

C ominod}t

.8 1 9

.4 9 5

2 ess aedical care ............... 95.031
i es 1 ess Mood ..................... 41.588

Nondurables less food..................... 18.325

I/ondurab1 es 1 ess Food and appare1 1/.... .. 13.18d
Nondurab1 es 1/............................ 3 6.043

Energy 1/................................. 8.585
AJ1 iI ens1 ess ene gy 1/.................. 9 1.415

All itens less food and energy.......... 73.697
Commodities l ess I ood and energy... ... 36 .5 9 5
fnergyc onnodities 1/................. S.194

1/ Not seasonally adjusted.

dollar.
37.30Z

Commodity and servíce g,oup

7/ I ndex series has undergone a c hange in tit le and/or deIi niti on .
POTE: Index appIi es toa morít h a s a srli ol e , no t to any specific date.

SOURCE: Bureau of Labor

May 31, 1978.

6 .6
S .9
8 .S

4 .7

3 .S

4.7

4 .7

6.4

6.0
6 .3

6.6

4 .7

4 .3

8.2
7 .9

S .2

S .0

2.5
7.9

-6.3

0.9
1.0

1.6
.8

.6

1.3

1.0
.8

.2

.6

.6

.8
].0

.9

1.0
.8

.6

.4

1.1
. 8
. 8

i 7

. 8

. S

.7

-.9

0 . 6

. S

. 2
-.]

-1.2

1.0
.4

.5

.6

.6

.6

.z
-.3
.3

.7

. 6

.2

-.6

0.8
. 8

1 .3

. 4

.6

.1

. 6

.9
. 6

. ó

. 4

.9

.8
. 7

.6

.0
.8

-.8

S catisLius . de ó'owwez’P ee Ende:n--Apelï 19 78

0.9
.9

L.g

.3

.3

.7

.0

.7

.9

.9

.4
1 .1

.9

.8
.7

1.0
.7

.3

.8

-.9



TABLE C.--Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers: Seasonally Adjusted

U.S. City Average, by Expenditure Category and

Commodity and Service Group, 1967=100

(iro up

Seasonally adjusted indexes Seas ona11y adj ust ed annuaI rate

perc ent c hange Ior -
Jan . Feb . Mar . Ap r . 5 aon t h s end i rig i n 6 non t h s end i rig i n

1 9 7 8 1 9 7 8 1 9 7 8 1 9 7 8

J 9 1

'

) 9 7 7 J 9 7 8 ’97 7 L 9 7

All items..................................... -

Food and bevera8es.......................... 194.7

Meats, po ultry , Iish , and eggs ........ 184 .2
D ai ry p rod ucts ........................ 17 S.4

0ther prepar ed Foods 2/ . .
F o o d aw a y I r om h ome

Al c o h o l i c be v e r a g e s . .

"s he i t ed . : : : : : : :

Other rentaeTU s t:

..................... 199.7

Other pri vate tr abus. cooaioditi es 2/ . .. 1S4.4

Other pri vate trans. servi ces 2/...... l89.8
Pub1ic t ranspor tati on..................... 18S.9

£11.3
13 8.9

ddedi caL car e s e r v i ces ..................... 2 26.6

0t hee's di caI e reeervi ces

'“Ie ea a”emen t’c ommodities 2/::

Ot:::
e a n

‘:.d :e" ces 2/
To b ac c o p r od uc t s ..............

Pers ona1 c are 1/..............

Toilet go odshand pers onal care

....... 201.9

....... J73.0

*S h‘al booke
‘: '

pp1ie s'en
SMS

.'/’: : 177 9
Pers ona1 and ed uca ti ona l services 2/... . 1 9 S . 6

Expendit ure category

- - - S .7 4. S 6 .7 10. 0 S . 1 8 . 3

19 7.0 L 99. S 203.1 4.3 3.0 8.9 18.4 3.7 13.S

192 .L 192.9 193.8 6.1 5.S 8.2 7.6 S.8 7.9
189.4 L9s .4 Z04.7 - 5.9 .0 19 .2 5 Z . s - 3.0 3 4.8

240.8 245.8 247.2 8.0 5.8 7.5 15.4 6.9 11.4

31



32

TAßLE C. --Consumer P rice Index f or All Urban Consumers: Seasonally Adj usted

U . S. City Average, by Expendi tureC ategory and

Commodi Ły andS ervice Group, l967=l00 ć ČOHÉŹHHHÖ)

Group

Seasona 12y adj usI ed i ndexes Seas ona1Iy adjust ed a nnuaI rate

percent c hange Ior

Jan. Feb. lar. Apr . 3 non I frs end i ng i n 6 тпonI h s e ndi ng in
1978 1978 1978 197g July 0c,. Jan. Ąp,. 0ct Apr

C omnodíties ................................. 17 9.9

Food and beverages ........................ 194 .7

Tr ansporIati on servi ces................... 193.2

Neü› caI care servi ces. .. .. . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . 2 2 6 . 6

Other se rv ces 2/......................... 178.6

SpeciaE,ż ndexes:

AII żt eos 1ess £ooó ......................... 184.2

A11it eas Iess вedi caI care ................. 186.0

Nonaurab1es 1ess roo ::• ::: • : •:•:• :”î 17 0 : 6
Nondurab1es Less Eood anó apç+are1 1/ ........ 179.7
NondurabL es 1/.............................. 183.9
Services less rent........

Services less medical care
Energy ł/.

AU îteœs

............ 20 9.2

............ 1 98.1

................. 185.6

1/ Not seasonally adjusted.
7/ Index series has underg one a change In titlo
POTß: I ridex appl i e s to a non th as ø пhol e , not to

1977 1977 1978 1978 1977 1978

C oamodi ty and s ervi ce gro up

SOURCE: Bureau of Labor Statistics. be JonS er PFŹce Judeæ--dpf// 79Z8,

May 31, 1978.

10.8
2.5

8.4
7.2

7.S
7.6

4.3
8 .3

8 .4

B.2

4 .6

8.2

7.4
6.4



TABLE D.--Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers: Selected Areas,

All Items Index, 1967=100 Unless Otherwise Noted

Area l/

U.S. city average..................

Pri cing i ndex Jan. ..b•
dexe gpp Pepcents7$avgeato P pen

: 97
haigepto

schedule base 1978 1978 1978 1978
A977 1:1 1978 1977 :9:8 7

187.2 188.4 189.8 191.5

Boston, Mass....................... l
Cincinnati, Ohio-Ky.-lnd........... l

Denver-Boulder, Colo..,............ l

Milwaukee,’W*s :::: : : : ::: : • l
Northeast Pennsylvania............. l

sc’'•u:•,’••:.n..:::!:::::::::::
San Diego, talif.... .............. 1

S::htle:.ne ett;l, :::: :: ::: :::

R e g i on S /

18 7 . 5

19 2.3
11/ 7 7 100.7

Nor theast ........................ 2 L2/
7

N/fih.CentraI ::::::::::: : ::: : t 12!77

West............................. 2 12/77

Popu1ati on size cL ass ¿/

Region/population size class
cross classification S/

2 L 2/77

Northeast/B.
North Centra
sou ch/B .......................... z 1z/77

West /B........................... 2 12/77

183.S

190.2

186 .7

178.0

183.8

lg9.2

101.0
01 .4

180.7

188.2

191.7

6 .6 1.6 0 .9 6 .5 2 .4 0 .7

188.9 4/ 6.7

192 8 4/ 8.1

2.8

1.9

102.5 4/ S.1 1.s

103.2 4/ 6.8 1.B

1028

1.8
1.8

1 8

1.2

.8

3/ 4.0 .4

7’s 1’7

6/ 6 2 7

l/ AreaincI ndes t he urbanporti onoI t hecorresp onding Sta ndard Metr opolita nStatistical Area( SHSA) except Ior
£.A . - Long Beach, Anahei n ahi ch is an agg regaIi on oI two SCSA's and I or New York and C hicago Chich are t he moreex tensi ve
Standard Consolidated Areas. Area definitions are those established for the 1970 Census and do not include revisions

2/ m

a

‘ds ' me 1s,

7

and severa1 ot her it eas pri ced every nonth in alI areas; nost ot her g oods and servi ces pri ced as i ndi cat ed:
H - Every month.

1 - Jan ua r y , 14ar c h , May , InI y , Sep t enb e r , and 8 o v emb e r .
2 - Feb r ua ry, Apr i L , June, August, October, and Deceaber.

5/ Annual rate based on ll-month change.

4y Annua1 rate based on 10-aonth chenge.
T/ Regi ons are deIined as t he Iour Census r egi ons

Thep opulati on si zecl asses are a ggregati ons oI areas thi ch have urban populati on as defi ned bel ow:
A-l l4ore than 4,000,000

Populati on size c lass A is t he aggr egati onoI popuIati on size c1asses A -1 and A -2 .

NOTE: F gleeMega et
S

ithin areas are I ound i n t he Consumer Pri ce Index; diI fere nces i n livi rig cos t s aoong areas are Io und i n

SOURCE: Bureau of Labor Statistics. be Monster Price ind <--/p Z 79Z8,
May 31, 1978.
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TABLE E.--Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers: Cross-Classification of

Region and Population Size Class by Expenditure Category and

Commodity and Service Group (December l977=100)

All hems - ......................................... -

F00d d MV8f8g0S ....................... - - ... - • - -

Ente£t0inmenl ................ .......... - - ... - - - -

Food and beverages ................................

H0u5iñg ..... - ...................................

Agg8f8l 8fd Upk80g .................................

TfbflSgOrtatQn .....................................

Ef1t8ft8iflfI18f\t .....................................

Oth0f g00dS &Dd S0rv ;8S .............................

F00d 6f\d b0Y8fbg8S ................................

HOtJSiOg .........................................

A F6l &ftd \Jgk0Bg .................................

Transporlatkn.....................................

M0dlC8l ¢gf8 .....................................

Enterta•\ment ....................................

Otter goods and ser ¢es .............................

Allitems ...........................................

Food8ndb0v6fBg0s ................................

Commoi lies bss

Size clasaA

f00.0

100.0

1IXL0

100.0

- - 11.0

----- 100.0

- - f%.0

---- 100.0

----- 100.0

100.0

....... - - 1000

100.0

- TOO.0

- - 100.0

----- 100.0

..... 100.0

- 100.0

..... 100.0

- - - - - 100.0

. lO%O

- - - 100.0

-- 100.0

1%.0

--- - 100.0

%.0

\ 00.0

- 00.0

- • - - 100.0
. . . . . 1QI.0

- - - - - t00.0

- 100.0

- --- 100.0

• 100.0

-• • • • 1@.0

----- 100.0

..... 11.0

----- 100.0

SOURCE: Bureau of Labor Statistics,
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101.9 ----•
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I00.5 -

1@.8

09.6

101.2

101.4
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96.5
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1010

1@.5

101.3

TOO.3

101.7

10f.2

102.7

101.3

09.9

100.4

100.4

101.1

100.4

101.4

102.6

f0f.T

88.I
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101.9

9S.4
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101.0

1IXI.3
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101.3
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102.0

97.8

102.3

101.1

101.0

100.2

102.1

101.1

102.5

101.4

98.0

SS.8

102.1

102.1

100.5

100.8

1B.1

101.7

101.6

103.1
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1IXI.5
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- - - 1%.0
. . . . . 100.0

- - - - - 100.0

- . 1W.0
- - - - - 100.0

- - - - - 100.0

• 100.0
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102,5
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fIXt.5

100.8

100.1

101.9

101.3

102.9

f0L8

100.3

101.3

101.2

99.9

1012

1Q).5

101.5

101.4

103.0

101.7

97.3

J00.0

101.8

101.4

101.3

10\.I

100,3

101.7

103.0

100.9

97.7

101.3

100.7

101.1

101.3

100.6

1%.8

She claasD

---- f00.0

----- 1@.0

..... 100.0

-- 1QI.0

- - • 1%.0

----- 100.0

..... 11.0

- - - f%.0
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1W.0
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- --- 1@.0
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101.3

95,7

100.3

101.8

101.3

T@.3

100.6

99.g

10T.5

101.3

103.2

f0L5

96.6

1%.0

102.8

101.7

1IXL9

101.1

100.2

101.8

101.6

103.1

101.6

9S.7

I/XI.2

103.5

102.2

101.8

IOT.3

100.5

102.1

100.8

103.0

100.3

97.7

1@.4

101.4

102.0

101.7

101.3

100.6

100.2

p. 103.
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TABLE F.--Revised Consumer Frice Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers:

U.S. City Average, by Expenditure Category and Commodity and Service Group,

1967=100

All items

All items

Group

OtWer prepared foods 2/... ..... .... .

Food away f£O0 hO@ ................. ..

Home purchase ......................

, Mainten.nce’:x.srepairs..ura

n

c

e

.'/

N te’ ’e and repa r

Sw

m deties
Puel and other util itíes 2/. ....... ..

”:.e-lsl; coal; and bottled gas::
Gas (piped] and e3ectricity 2/...

Other uti1ities and pubJic servi ces
House ho1d f urnishings and operati on 2/..
House£urnisiii ngs Z/.

Housekeepi ng suppTies

Apparel commodities.....................

Men's and boys' apparel.
h onen's a nd girls' appa rel .....

I nfants ' and t odd1 ers ' apparel
Footwear.....
Other apparel

AppareL s ervices 1/.....................

Nai nt enance a nd r epair 2/.........

Other private transportation 2/

Other private trans. coomodities

0ther pri vate tr ans. servi ces 2/. ..
Public transportation...................

Other Medical care services

Entertainment 2/.......

Entertainment commodi
Entertainment services 2/..... ..........

Re2ative Unadjusted Seasonally adjusted
importa nce Unadjusted i ndexcs per cent change to perc ent change f:r om -

Deceaber Mar. Apr. Apr. 1978 from- Jan. to Feb. to Mar. to

1977 1978 1978 Apr. 1977 Nar. 1978 Web. fiar. Apr .

. 3 .8 S 4 191 .2

. 87 1 174.5

Z0Z .9

251 .0

174.7
184.8
193.7

197.3

Exgendit ure categary

6.6 0.9

3.4

12.4

11.8
9.4
6.7

7.8

10.3
9.6

8.4

4.9

7.4

8.4

3.8
S.1
2 .3

2.6

2.4
7.5

-5.6

3.7

3.8

8.3

7.4
8.4
7.6

6 .2

77

9.3
6.4

1.5
1 .6

1.9
.5

3.3

.3
. 9

.

.7

.9

. 3

. 6
.5

.6

.7
1.5

1 . 4

2. 4

1.7
. 8

.7
. 8

.3
. 2
. 5

. 1
.0

.6

. 9

1.2
. 3

. 1

.8
. 1
. 1

.l

0. 6

. S

.8

.7

. 3
1.1

. 8
1.2
. 1

.8
1. 1

. 1

-.1

.3

.6

-1:0

’1.6

-1.5
.1

.ó

.6

. 5

. 8

. 2

. 8

. 9

. 8

. 8

. 6

1.2

1. 6
. S
-. 1

.6

.5

.6

. S

.6

.4

0.8

1 . 3

1 . 3
1.5

.5
3 .3

.7

. 4
1. 6

. 9

. 4
.4

. 9

1.0
1 . 0

1.0
. 6

. 7

1.2

.8
1.7

.5

.8

1. 4

1 . 0
1.5

.4

.9

. 6

. 6

. 3
1.2

.2
-. 1

. 3
.7

.1

.1

. 2

.0

.3

. 2
.l

.6

.3

. 6

. S

. 3
.1
.6

.4

. 4

. 4

. 3

.5
. 3
.7

. 3

0.8

. 6
4 . 7

1.9
3.2
.2

.8

.8
.9

1.0
.5

. 4

.9
2. 2

:'‘
.3
.2

1.2
.S

2.4

1.2

.6

. 6
.8

. 2

.2

. 5

. 1

- .4

. 8

. 7

. 5

.8

. 4

. 1

.4

. 1

.8

. 5
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TABLE,F.--Revised Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers:
U.S. City Average, by Expenditure Category and Commodity and Service Group,

G roup

1967=100 (Conïínued)

Relative

i eipor tan ce Unad j us ted i ridexes

December bar. Apo

1977 J9 78 I978

Al1 iI els................................... ¡oo. poo

c°an°diti es............................... 6z. ls6

Food a nd beve rages ..................... 20.480

C oxiisodi t ie s 1 e s s f ood and be ver a g e s . ... 4 1 .6 7 7

N ond ura b I e s 1 e s s f o od and be ve rag e s . . . 1 $ .2 01
Appare1 c oauaod1ci es ................. 'i. 200

tíondurab1 es I ess f ood, beverages,

andappare1 1/.................... 13. 001

D urabi es.............................. z5.47S
Servic es.................................. 3 7.841
Rent, resi dential
Househo2d servic es

Tedi cat ’c/ e'ser ences” ” ' ” ” ” ” ” 6 02

Other services 2/....................... 3.9z4

Special inNexes:
All items less food... .... ... .... ...... ... 80.703

A11 iI eTas I e s s she It er .................

AIJ items less mortgage interest costs

Al,l ítems less medical care.. .... ..... .... 95.508

COPmodities less food.................’.... 42.859

Energy 1/
All items

líondura b I es 1/ . . . . .. . . . . . .. . . .............. zs. esi

............... 90.840
AJ1 i texis L e s s Food and energy .......... 7 1.543

Commodities less food and enetgy.. .... 37.075

Energy cooaodities J/ ..........., .. .. $.785

Servi ces 1 ess ener gy .................. 3 . bg

Purchasing pouer of the consumer dollar:
1967=$1. 00 1/.

19s7 -s 9 • $1. o0 1/ .. • • • .....................

1/ Not seasona 11y adjus ted.

.
’

. 7 3
I/.

. 62 7
93.855

IJ0adj usI eü Sea sona 12y adj us ted
per cent c hange to per cenI change f rom-

A T . 1978 fr Oa- han. to Feb . to Mar . to

Apr • 19 7 7 la r . t9 7 8 F eb . f4ar. @pr .

Coaaoói Cy anó s erviceg oup

189.7 191.4

172.6 173.ó

1SZ.3 154.4

214.1 215.4

.4S3 .449

2/ I ndex seri es has undergone a c hange i n tit le and/or definiti on.
F0Tf: I ndex app1ies to a vonth as a uho1e, not to any spectfic date.

6.6 0.9
5 .8 ;.g

8.2 1.s
4.g .g

8.3 .6
3 .1 t.¢

4 .7 .¿

y,g

5.0
6 .7

2.B

- 6.3

.g
.g

.g

.9
. g

.3

.g

. g

.g

0.6

1.2

-.2

.5

.s
.g

1.0

g

,g

.7

0.8

. g

. 6

SOURCE: Bureau of Labor Statistics. Túe Jousmex Prize /ndei--HpriZ f9Z8,

May 31, 1978.

0.B

1.8

.9

,g

.9

.9

.6

g
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TABLE G.--Revised Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers:

Seasonally Adjusted U.S. City Average, by Expenditure Category and

Commodity and Service Group, 1967=100

Group

Fats and oil

Nonalcoholic

’
a

:t
e

::na:c:
n

dn.
e
papa

s
Seryices

Pue1 a 'otee”,

e and

ee'a ’.’

’mmodities .

”:le-.ii; coal; and’bottled gas:: :::
Gas (piped) and e1 ectrici ty 2/. ..

Other utilities and public services
Hous ehold I urnishi ngs and operati on 2/ ..

Gasoline 2/........
I'4ai nt enance and r ep

Other pri vate transpottati on 2/ .
0 t h e r p r i va t e t i an s . c omnodities
0ther pri vate trans. servi ces 2/. ...

Public transportation...
8e

e

a1 a e . .odities

Medical care services...

Professional services
Other medical care services

Entertai norent serv Jr ce s $/ .................

Tobacco products ... :::::::::::::::::

e

Ts‘n) t go

a

o d s : d ’p e r s ona i ’ c a r e ’ ‘ ‘ ' ' ’ ’ ’ ’ ’

appliances l/ 2/......................

Pers onaI care”servi ces 1/.
Pers onal a nd educati ona1 e xpenses

Sch ool b ooks and suppIies 2/......
Per sonal a nd e dueati onaI s ervi ces

Seas ona 11y adj usted i ndexes Seas ona 11y adj usted annua1 rate

perc ent c hange £or -
Can . Feb . ua r . Apr . 3 aon ths end i ng i n 6 months endi ng in

1978 1978 1978 1978 July 0ct. Can. Apr . 0c t . Ap r .
1977 1977 1978 197B 1977 l97g

ErpendiI ure cac egory

222.6 224.4 225.5 227.4 6.8 6.5 7 .1 8 . 9 6 . 6 8 . 0

t S S . 4 1 S S . 4 IS S . 8 1 S 6 . 8 6 . 5 5 . 2 S . 0 3 . 7 4 . 7 4 . 5

2 S6 . 4 Z 5 8 . 0 2 S 9. 3 26 1 . 5 L 0 . 2 9. 8 8 . 1 8 . 2 1 0 . 0 8 . 3

6.4 6.3 6.0 4.0 6.4

7 . 7 6 . 3 9. 1 7 . 7 7 . 0

6.1 9.2 7.4 5.3 7.6

6.4 16.1 7.S 7.6 II.1
5.9 7.4 7.5 8.0 6.7

6 .4

7.6
6 . g
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TABLE G.-- Revised Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers:

Seasonally Adjusted U.S. City Average, by Expenditure Category and

Commodity and Service Group, 1967=100 Jontinued7

Gro up

Sea

Jan.

1978

Rent, residential... ....
Househotd services less

198.8

220.8
Tran sportati on servi ces ................... 19â.4

Oeher'ser ’ce

e

vic
es

226 6

Energy 1/................................... 21 1.7
AI1 it eds1ess ene gY 1/.................... 18S.5

ATI it eos I ess Food and energ y............ J81.8

C ommodities Iess Io od and ener gy ........ 16S.6

I/ Not s easona 11y adjust ed.

.OT.
In de

de ppli e)
S

t o‘a 'onh )s a‘)ge1e eo

s ona lIN adjusted index e's S e a s o n a I l y a c j u s t e d a nn uaI r a t e

g e £ ceiit c ha nge £or -

Feb. Mar. Ap,. ? months ending in 6 months ending in

"" "" "" 977 1977 197a 197a 19:7 19,8

Connodi tya nd s ervi cegro up

6 .0 4 .8 6 .8 7.6 S.4

4 .8 3.8 6.3 9.0 4.5

SOURCE: Bureau oI Labor S tat isties • be Conswner Pvtee Order--Opt1 1978,

May3 1, 197 8.

8.2

3.9

2.6

4.1

7.2

8.0

2.7

7.2

7.6

7.4

g.4

6.1
4.2

8.2

8.2

1.4
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TABLE H.--Revised Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers:

Selected Areas, All Items Index, l967=100 Unless Otherwise Noted

Area 1/

U.S. city average..................

Other Indexes

Prici ng index lan. Feb. lar. Apr
Percent c hange to Perc ent c hange to
Apr . 19 7 8 fir orTT - Na r . 1 9 7 8 £r oia-

s c Ptedu1 e ba se 197 8 1 9 7 8 1 9 7 8 I97 8 Apr . Feb . /•Iar. uaK . Can . Feb .

/ 197 7 19 78 19 78 197 7 19 78 19 78

C h i c a g p , 1 11 . -N o r t hue s t e r n I nd ..... M

Detroit , Pti c h ...................... M

D enver -BouIder, Colo ............... I

Daey ‘fort

0h ’ h ;' Te x::::

: 2

H/‘.1/.“’set""' : ::: :::: :: 2

Mi nneapoi is-S t . ésul,’ Mrnn iii::::: 2
Pitts burgh, Pa ..................... 2
San Francis co -Oakland, CaIiI ....... 2

Regi on 5/

Northeast........................ 2

P opulati onsize c1ass 5/

Nort heast /A ...................... 2

NorIh Centr a1/A.................. 2

j/

5/

NOTE:

187 .1 18 8 .4 18 9. 7 19 1. 4 6 . 6 L . 6 0 . 9 6 . 5 1 . 4 0 . 7

18 2 .4 1 8 3 . 8 18 S . 6 18 6 . 6 7 . 4 1 . 5 . S 7 . 7 1 . 8 1 . 0

L 8 S . 0 18 5. 8 18 7 . 9 18 9.8 6. 0 2 . 2 1. 0 6. 3 1 . 6 1. 1

185.6 186.8 187.1 188.9 6.2 1.1 1.0 5.9 .8 .7
T89.8 100.8 19|.9 19#.8 #.0 1.0 .5 ‹.9 1.1 .6

187.4 188.7 189.7 191.S S .3 1 .S .9 5.2 1.2 .S

1 0/67 179.2 180.8

187.5

12/77

12/77

188 9
183.8
1B9.S

184.4

189 5

101.2

101.3

101.2

100.7

187.8

188 6 4/ 6.S 2.5

192 4 4/ 7.8 i.5

102.1

10 iO
102.5

103.0
10 2.9

102. S

1 .y

1.8

1.8

Area incl ndes t he urban porti on of I he corresp ondi rig S ta ndard diet r opo 1 i tan S tat i s t i caI Ar ea
L .A . - Long Beach, Anahei m thi ch is an aggre gat
St andard Consolidated Areas. Area deIiniti
made since 1970.

i onoI two SHSA's a nd Ior 8 enYork andc hicago
ons are tfio se esc abL i s hed For t he L 9 7 0 Census apd

Foods, f uels, a nd several ot her it egs pri ced e very aonth i n a 11 areas; nost ot her g oods and
M - Every month.

1 - Banua ry, larch, Nay, Huh , Septeaber, and Nov eaber
2 - F e b r ua r y , Ap r i

Annual rate based on
I une, August, 0ct ober, and Decenber
-a ont h c hange

Annual rate based on 10-month change.
Regi ons are deIin ed as t he Io urC ensus regi ons

3ys.z

3/ 3.7

.9

/ .g

/.i
#/ 5.S 1.4
3/ 8.7 2.1

servi ces pric ed as i ndicat ed:

thep opuIati on size classes are aggregati ons of areas which have urban populati on as deIi ned bel o•:
A -1 More chan 4,000, 000.

D Less than 75,000.

Popu lati on size cIass A is the aggregati on of p opulati on size classes A -l and A -2 .

Fa.cey’Budg:„ '
in areas are found in

SOURCE: Bureau of Labor

May 31, 1 978.

t he Consueier P ri ce I ridex ; d iI fer ences in livi ng c osts among areas are Io und in

StatiStiCS. the bolster Pine/<dei--HpriZ 29Z8,
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TABLE,I.--Unrevised Consumer Price Index--United States City Average for Wage Earners

and Clerical Workers, By Commodity and Service Groups,

and Expenditure Classes

T977

Coazood:tB ies -—----—------—-------------------—-----------— 62.070

Commodities less tood---------------------------------- 38.116

Nondurables less food-------------------------------- 2Z.411

Aypnrei cummudities ----------------------------- 7•58l

Hen's and bogs'---------------------------------- 2.421

’ Women's and girls'------------------------------- 3.240

0 he ea

s'le e’o’oo’at

e

apparel’----------- ” '’ 3

Gasoline and motor oil -------------------------’ .36a

Alcoholic beverages ----------------------”----- .

Durable «ommodities--------------------------------- 5,

StarclJ

T9 78

Seasonally adjusted

percent change from

1978 1977 197B ¥ebruery

Commodity and service groups

6.5

5.8

203.6 205.6 7.7

202.1 20a.3 7.9

16 9.8 17l .0

171.3 172.2

157.8 158.7

156.g 158.G

2 95.7 2 95.5

I90.0 181.4

204.B 206.2

T60.6

226.9

194.7

23t),é’’.. * 232.1

.li9.â’ 180.5

76.046 185.8 187.1

46.365 186.9 188.3

i 2,', :::! ,:::

5.680 195.9 196.2

1.33a 127 .g 12 8 . l

A.6

3.7

3. 7

3.4

› o
z.o

s . 7

8 . y

*6.5

/.5

9.2

b .9

6.Q

6.2

6.1

3.6

7.6

8.7

6 .3

8.s

2.3

0.8

.9

0.7

.7

1.0 1.2

1.1 1.3

.2 2 .3

2.4 I .9

.8 .7

.5

.s
.6

.5

.6

0

.6

.3

.1

1.0

.8

.7

.7

.9

.3

.3

.5

.7

.7

.5

.6

l.Q

.8

.2

previous month

Feb. to

Narch

0.8

.8

1 .5

- . 3

2.2

.7

2.0

1.6

. 5

. 3

Nar . to

Anil

.8

1.2

1.G

.5

3.5

1.1

- .l

.7

.5

. .4 .3

.3 .4 .3

.1 . .T

:8 .1 - 2

.3 .4 .4

:8 1:0 1.0

0 1.1 .6

.6 .6 •3

.6 - .2 .3

Z.0 1.0 1.4

. S* . 8* . 8*

jA j6 :6
. 6 . 9 . 9

. 8 I . 3 I . 2

.4 - .l .3

. 8 . 5 l . 0

. 6 . 7 . 4

1. 0* . 9*

. 3 . 5

.6*.8*

.5 y.0

.2 1.0

.9* 1.4*

.7*

.3

. 8*
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TABLE I.--Unrevised Consumer Price Index--United States City Average for Wage Earners

and Clerical Workers, By Commodity and Service Groups,

and Expenditure Classes fCoutiued

'p etbe ’ ’othe ’eeun eed”

1978

Alt it ems-—————-————————---——-——---___________________ 100. 000 189.8 .3

y## --. __________ ______ _______ _ _____ 23.954 £03.6 205.6

’°Shelter j/--—-—-——---------—-------——-—----------------

Rene------------------------------------------•••-•.•

gg o e onets}. j.s-3/----------------------------------

Cas and e1ecIr ieity ----------------------------------

dOUGQhOTd fiu¥n1sh\og£ and Ogecac?on--------------------

34.930 199.5 201.0

2 6 20 20 1

’ : g

212.1 212.5

2.974 226.4 226.8

7.415 184.3 185.4

8.977 US8.4 159.2

Transpor,ation-------- ______ _ ___ 13.239 179.7 181.2

18.924 IBM.9 183.0

2°: !t9: t80:8
4t479 165”3 166‘2

Special indexes:

All items less shelter--------------------------------- 7g.369 186.7 188.0

i ems e

e
d gage’ine.rest costs’-------------------- 95.63 188’ 188 6

#urcbeslng power of the consumer dollar:

1967-$L. 00 ------— —-—------------—-----

1957-59-$1. 00 --------------—----——-—-—-—--—------------
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TABLE J.--Unrevised Consumer Price Index--The United States and Selected Areas

for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers, All Items Most Recent

Index and Percent Changes from Selected Dates

Area 1/

U.S. CIty Average

Chlca8o --------------------

Detzolt --—--—---—- -

Los Angeles-Long Beach -----

NsY.-Northeastern N.J . --—-

Philadelphia ---—--—------

Houston -------------------

Hloneapolis-St. Pau1 ---

Pittsbur@h ---------------

Buffalo -------------------

Cleveland ------------------

Dallas -------------------

Hlluaukee ---------—---—--

San Diego --------- —-----

SeacEie -------—-----------

¥faehlngcon --------—-- --

At1ant:a --------------------

Balc 1aore -----—---—--------

C1nc1nnat:1 ---—-------------

fiono1ulu -------------—-----

Kaaaaa C1ty ---—------------

st. I.ouls --—---------------

San ¥'ranc1sco-0ak1az•d -----—

Priclug

Schedule 2/

2

2

2

2

3

3

3

3

3

1967-100

191.3

185.I

6/191.6

“ 188.9

192.9

192.7

187.6

202.9

194.9

190.1

187.5

186.6

186.7

183.2

J 89.6

186.1

190.9

189.9

195.7

192:3

177.9

186.8

184.0

191.0

indexes

1953-59-100

Apri1 1978

222.S

210.3

220.

222.2

229.5

22 .0

April 1978

224.7

232.1

22S.9

218.6

February 197#

210.6

206.8

218.7

222.4

March 1978

218.3

227.2

218.2

221.8

214.9

227.2

Ocher

basee

:fi/20i.9

4/199.0

5/191.8

April 1977

6.S

6J

7.0

6.2

5.0

5.9

Percent ehsnge froB.

January 197# March 1978

2.4

2.3

3.6

1.9

1.9

2.7

Apri1 1977 January 1978

”’ 8.5

6.7

0.1
3, 2

2.2

2.8

February 1977 November 1977

5.6

5 .7

6.6

5.S

7.2

8.6

7.0

1.2

1.2

:

9

2

:4

1.5

March 1977 December 1977

7.8

7.4

7.6

5.7

6.7

6.2

8.S

2.9

2.6

S.0

1.7

2.2

1.9

2.0

0.8

.5

.6

1.1

1/ Area coverage included the urban portion of the corresponding Stendgrd Metropolitan Statistical Area (SHSS) except

for Rev York and Chicago where the more extensive Standard Consolidated Areas are used. Area definitions are those estab-

lished for the 1960 Census and do not include revisions made slnte 1960.

2/ Poods, fuels, and several other items priced every month in all cttles; most othet goods and semice8 priced ab

Indicated:

H - Every month.

l - January, Aprl1, July, and October•

2 - February, Hay, August, and November.

3 - Narch, June, Sept ember, and December.

3/ November l963=l00.

kI February 1965=l00.

'i/ December 1963=100.

6/ Revlsed Index 1/78, 184. 9; 2/ 78, 186.8 ; 3/ 78, 190. 0.

NDTR: The Consumer Price Index cannot be used for measuring differences ln living costs auon8 areas; it indicates price

change withln areas. Estimates of differences in llvln8 costs among areas are found in the faelly budgets.

SOURCE: Buxeauof Labor S caciscics . '/'he Gonswner Price Ande::c--Apr’1 19 78,

May 31,1978.

.5

.9



SELECTED BLS

TheBureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) maxi-

mizes the availability of the information it

collects through a broad publications program

that includes bulletins, reports, periodicals,

press releases, and a variety of other pub-

lished documents. Some of this material is

available on microfiche; some data are avail-

able on punch cards and magnetic tapes. How

these materials may be obtained is described

below.

ic9d publications, which include all

bulletins, may be purchased from any of the

Bureau's regional offices listed at the end

of this publication, or from the Superinten-

dent of Documents, Washington, D.C. 20402.

QlZ sVscriptiou semices may be purchased from

the Superintendent of Documents except the

NoutAZ IAbor Peuiew, which should be ordered

from Box 353, La Plata, Maryland 20646.

Fms publications, such as reports and

press releases, are available from the Bureau's

regional offices or from Inquiries and Corre-

spondence, Bureau of Labor Statistics, Roor

1539, GAO Building, 441 G Street, N.W.,

Washington, D.C. 20212. The regional offices

PUBLICATIONS

also issue additional reports and releases

presenting local or regional data.

43

Selected out-o/-print publications are

available in microfiche and hard copy from the

National Technical Information Service (NTIS),

Springfield, Va. 22151. Microfiche reproduc-

tions--a 4"x6" sheet of film--currently range

from $3 upward for each document. Paper copy

documents up to 300 pages are available at

varying prices. Remittance and orders by acces-

sion number and title should be sent directly

to NTIS.

Copies of published BL6 dcâc on punch cards

or magnetic tape (machine readable) are available

to users, usually fora fee equal to costs.

Under certain circumstances, unpublished data

also may be released. Requests for unpublished

data, punch cards, or magnetic tapes should be

addressed to the Commissioner, Bureau of Labor

Statistics, GAO Building, 441 G Street, N.W.,

Washington, D.C. 20212.



GENERAL PUBLICATIONS

2c ooh o/ fAbor Sfnfistics. Annual. 1976

Edition, Bulletin 1905, $4.30. Tables of

major series published by BLS for 1967-75.

Related series from other government

agencies and foreign countries.

OccnpctiouaZ Atlook 2‹mdboo1. Biennial.

1976-77 Edition, Bulletin 1875, $7. Employ-

ment outlook, nature of work, training, re-

quirements for entry, line of advancement,

location of jobs, earnings, and working

conditions for over 850 occupations and

30 major industries, including farming.

8mpZo ment and Vcges. Quarterly. Summary

and statistics of developments for workers

covered by State unemployment insurance

laws And unemployment compensation for

Federal employees.

B£S BCndbook o/ UetAods. Irregular. Bulletin

1910, $3.50. A description of each major

BLS program. Includes background and de-

scription of data; data sources and collec-

tion methods; sampling and estimating

procedures; analysis and presentation; uses

and limitations; and major research in prog-

ress. Brief detailed description of BLS

technique for adjustment oi monthly data for

seasonal factors given in Appendix A.

BLS PbZiudtious, 7886-79Z7. Bulletin 1749,

S1.50. A complete catalog of all major BLS

publications; an annotated listing of all

bulletins issued since their publication be-

gan in 1886; a numerica1 listing of all re-

ports from their first issuance in 1958; a

list of current periodicals; and a subject

index for all bulletins published between

1915 and 1971.

Bulletin 1922, $1.15. Contains listings, by

subject and by author, of all articles, re-

search reports, and court decisions published

in UonâkZ IAbor Feui9u from January 1971

through December 1975. Authors of books re-

viewed during the 3-year period also are

listed.

SUBSCRIPTION PUBLICATIONS

HoufAZ Lolor 2euieu. $16 a year; $20 foreign; individual States, and for more than 200

single copy, S1.40. Articles on employment, local areas on employment, hours, earnings,

labor force, wages, prices, productivity, unit and labor turnover.

labor costs, collective bargaining, workers' OcoupctiowZ Ouâlool QnArterly. $4 for [our

satisfaction, social indicators, and labor issues during the school year; $§, foreign;

developments abroad. Regular features in- single copy, $1.30. Current information on

cludea review of developments in industrial employment trends and outlook, supplementing

relations, significant court decisions in and bringing up to date information in the

labor cases, book reviews, and current labor 6ocnpaâfoMcZ Outlook 2cndbool.

statistics. Send subscription orders to the Jumsu? Vcge Deuelopmeufs. Nonthly. $12a year;

HonâhZ LAbor 5ouieU, Box 353, La Plata, $16, foreign; single copy, fl.35. Wage and ben-

Maryland 20646. efit changes resulting from collective bargaining

Fmploymenf and Fcrnfngs. Monthly. $24 a year; settlements and unilateral management decisions;

$30, foreign; single copy, $2.70. Current statistical summaries; and special reports on

data for the United States as a whole, for wage trends.
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to Mesaie Pvtees and PM ee Ande::ces. Monthly, DCQcsL of be SeeI:ed Perishon P lans 1973 Ed? tion.

plus annual supplement. Sl6 a year; 520, $8.15 domestic; $10.20, foreign,. Summarizes

foreign; single copy, $1.80; supplement the principal features of selected pension

separately, $2.70. A monthly report on plans for employees under collective bargain-

price movements at the primary market ing and for salaried employees. It isa

level, including statistical tables of sum- companion volume to Digest o/ 2eQltk and /u-

mary indexes for groups of products and for snrcncu £1 +, 1gr4 2diâfon. The digest is

most commodities. The subscription price kept current by supplements, issued at irregu-

includes the annual supplement which con- lar intervals.

tains changes in the relative importance DigeSâ o/ Hgalf8 md /nsurnnce PZcns. 79Z4

of components of the index; revisions in 8diâiou. 14.00 domestic; $17.50, foreign.

coverage; and annual averages. Summarizes the principal features of selected

CPJ DetciZed Peport. Monthly. $9 a year; health and insurance plans for office and

$11, foreign; single copy, $.75. Contains nonoffice employees in the private sector

detailed data on the Consumer Price Index of the economy. The digest is kept current

used to measure retail price changes, pur- by supplements providing revised summaries.

chasing power of consumer dollar, and in- Directory o/ National Jn£ons and Employee Jsso-

flation or deflation. ctcâious. Biennial. 1973 Edition. $4.45;

Q/mrtbook ou Pioss, Pages, cnd Prodncfiuit . fi5.60 foreign. Names of officers and profes-

Monthly. $11 a year; 514, foreign; single sional employees, number of members, and

copy, $ .95. Presents 19 analytical charts number of locals of each union, along with

and detailed supporting tables on Consumer sections on union membership, structure, and

and Wholesale Price Indexes and components, function. Includes State labor organizations.

hourly compensation, and productivity. Directory is kept current by supplements,

issued at irregular intervals.
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Publications: Prices and Living Conditions

Consumer Price Index, A Short Description . . . . . . . . . .

Consumer Price Index, Conversion Factor to and

from 1967 Base . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

CPI Detailed Report . . . . . . . . .

Consumer Price Index (press release) .

Consumer Prices in the United States,

1959-68 (Bulletin 1647) . . . . .

Retail Food Prices by Cities, Estimated

(press release) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Retai1 Prices and Indexes for Fuels and Electricity

(press release) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Special Price Reports . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Tuesday Spot Market Price Indexes and Prices

(press release) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Producer Prices and Price Indexes (press release)

Producer Prices and Price Indexes

(detailed report) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

in termt?om/ PM ass

U.S. Exporr Indexes (press re leas e)

U.S . Import Indexes (press release)

The 1972-73 Consumer Expenditure Survey

(Reprint 3018) . . . . . .

1972-73 Consumer Expenditure Survey Series:

Diary Survey (Reports 448) . . . . . .

1972-73 Consumer Expenditure Survey Series:

Interview Survey (Reports 455) . . . .

Consumer Expenditures and Income: Survey

Guidelines (1960-61) (Bulletin 1684)’

fi' [g BudgeL Studies

Three Standards of Living for an Urban Eamily

of Four Persons, Spring 1967 (Bulletin 1570-5)1

Autumn 1977 Urban Family Budgets and Comparative

Indexes for Selected Urban Areas (press release)

Three Budgets fora Retired Couple in Urban Areas of

the United States, 1967-68 (Bulletin 1570-6) .

Three Budgets or a Retired Couple, Autumn 1977

(press release) . . . . . . . . . . .

Revised Equivalence Scale for Estimating Equivalent

Incomes or Budget Costs by family Type

(Bulletin 1570-2)1

Rent ot Buy, Evaluating Alternatives in the Shelter

Market (Bulletin 1823) . . . .

’
Out-of-print publications

Washington and Regional Offices.

1971

1971

Monthly

Monthly

1970

Monthly

Monthly

As compl ered

Weekly

Monthly

. Monthly

Quarterly

Quarterly

1975

1975-76

1976

1971

1969

1978

1970

1978

. . 1968

1974

are available only in libraries or in BLS

SOURCE: Bureauof Labor S tatiscics, /1fa fo:r Pro gr‹:one 197 7 Bu:reauof Labor

5tAtisffcs. Report 488. (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Department of

Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, 1977), pp. 1-2, 18-19.



BLS Nat ional and Regional Offices

RegionI

1603 JFK Federal Building

Government Center

Boston, Mass. 02203

Phone: (617) 223-6761

RegionII

Suite 3400

1515 Broadway

New York, N.Y. 10036

Phone: (212) 399-5405

Region III

3535 Market Street

P.O. Box 13309

Philadel phi a, Pa. 19101

Phone: (215) 596-1154

NATIONAL OFFICE

U.S. Department of Labor

Bureau of Labor Statistics

REGIONAL OFFICES

Region IV

1371 Peachtree Street, NE.

Atlanta, Ga. 30309

Phone: (404) 881-4418

RegionV

9thFloor

Federal Office Building

230 S. Dearborn Street

Chicago, III. 60604

Phone: (312) 353-1880

Region VI

Second Floor

5 55 Griffin Square Building

Dallas, Tex. 75202

Phone: (214] 749-3516

Regions VIIand VIII*

911 Walnut Street

Kansas City, Mo. 64106

Phone: (816)3 74-2481

Regions IXand X**

450 Golden Gcte Avenue

Box 36017

San Francisco, Calif. 94102

Phone: (415) 556-4678

”Regions VII and VIII are serviced

by Kansas City

**Reg ionsIX and X are serviced

by San Francisco
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