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Sources of Data 

rrt^rtA11nfmiateS in this tabulation were based on the High School and Beyond senior 
Md thirdDfon e ements used 1T} a^^ysis were drawn from the base year, fist second 
se vera^ van a h urv5^s' £ addition, the Senior Enrollment file was used to construct 
education. scnbing the amount of enrollment and attainment in postsecondary 

rWaiiST variables were selected from the standard set of LSB classification variables 1 A 
defied descnption of the column variables appears below. Some variS^^ 

aiECODEUD?baefte°rffhateg0nim reduced- These ^stances have been noted with thetern 
re^esen^ai? QSn h-^h vfnabIe name- A]I estimates were calculated using FU3WT to 
represent all 1980 high school sophomores in the United States. 

... SchJ>o1 and Beyond samples, while representative and statistically accurate are 
not Simple random samples. Students were initially selected within high schools ermine 

La for ™HCvamP‘inS ra'? f°r SCh00ls within di^rent strata vSiei rcsulSg fnTeS 
?“M°r P°bcy Proses, but at a cost to statistical efficiency. Hence, simple random 
techniques for the estimation of standard errors frequently underestimate the true smnHarH 
errors. To overcome this problem, standard errors for al/esSstSsttblSS 
JHCu ate tus!n» Taylor residual techniques. All estimates, standard errors, unweighted n’s 

f!ighted n s are available from the Longitudinal Studies Branch in comma separated 
form for use with all major spreadsheet software and micro computers. P 

Column Definitions 

In most instances the variables used in this survey were drawn directlv from 

variaMes^sed in'theseTabtes S'toStadK”" 

a e^oSCk °? S WCre Junior coI1eges, and these terms are used interchangeably In Tables 1 
schools!”^ tW°‘year and vocauonaJ schools are grouped together and referred to as “other 

TTiree types of attainment in postsecondary education are shown in these tahlec- four 

year degrees A.A. degrees, and vocational certificates. Four ye^? decrees include the 
Bachelor of Arts and the Bachelor of Science degrees. The Associate of A?ts (A A ) dceSe 

cemflcate- Most were awarded by junior colleges, althouglfsome four-^a? 
schools also award such degrees. Certificates include those awarded after a two-vear 
program as well as those awarded after a shorter term. Students were credited with as 
many degrees as they earned, not just the highest degree. d 1 d ^ 

j Car! M.Schmitt, Senior Classification Variable Set (Version 1), Longitudinal Studies Branch, September, 





Regardless of student report, degrees were credited only to those students who 
reported attendance in postsecondary education. Some students who reported earning 
certificates after high school had not attended any postsecondary education. These students 
were classified with students who had no educational attainment after high school, since 
these certificates did not come from any postsecondary training. Similarly, students who 
reported receiving licenses to practice a trade were classified on the basis of their 
educational attainment, not on the basis of having received a license from the state 
government. 

Several abbreviations are common to many tables in this tabulation. Postsecondary 
education is often designated by “PSE,” part-time enrollment by “P/T,” full-time enrollment 
by “F/T,” certificate by “Cert” or “Certif,” vocational by “Voc,” junior college by “Jr Coll,” 
Received by “Recvd,” public by “Pub” and private by “Prv,” high school by “HS,” 
education by “Ed” or “Educ,” professional by “Profl” handicapped by “Hep,” and school 
by “Sch.” 

The timing of events is often expressed as “by” a certain year (e.g., “by 1980”). The 
exact time period indicated is different for enrollment and attainment When Table 3 shows 
student attainment by a certain year, in each case the student had received the degree 
reported by February of that year. However, in Table 1 the year listed in each column is 
the start of the academic year. Thus the label for column two of Table 1, “Enter 4 Year 
School by 1980,” refers to those who entered a four-year school during the 1980-81 school 
year. In all cases where the year “1986” or “by 1986” is mentioned, the time period 
summarized ends in February 1986, when the interviews for the third follow-up survey 
began. 

Table 7 compares students with different enrollment status. “Mixed Status” includes 
those who attended some full-time and some part-time during their postsecondary careers. 

Table 8 divides the timing of student enrollment in postsecondary education according 
into two categories. “Entered by Oct” and “Entered 10/80” to those who entered 
postsecondary education by October 1980. “Entered Later” refers to those entering after 
October 1980. 

When the last three columns in Table 9a compare educational expectations at high 
school graduation to attainment in postsecondary education by 1986, this comparison is 
expressed as three categories: attainment lower than expectations, attainment equal to 
expectations, and attainment higher than expectations. These categories were constructed 
by comparing the level of expectations reported in the base year survey (1980) with the 
amount and type of postsecondary enrollment and attainment attributed to the student on the 
basis of reports during the first, second, and third follow-up surveys (1982, 1984, and 
1986). Students were placed in the following categories for their expectations and 
attainment: no high school diploma, high school diploma only, less than two years of 
vocational school, two years or more of vocational school, less than two years of college, 
two or more years of college, a B.A. or B.S. degree, and an advanced degree. Since the 
1980 high school seniors were still working on graduate degrees by the time of the 
interviews, students with four-year degrees who were still enrolled in school were 
classified as having achieved an advanced degree for purposes of this comparison. While 
some of these will not actually attain the degree they seek, they had made as much progress 
as was possible by February 1986. 

Table 9b divides students according to their plans for postsecondary education in 
1980. “Planned PSE” includes all those who planned to attend some postsecondary 





education. “Planned Grad” includes those who planned to earn four-year degrees and 
those who planned to earn advanced degrees. 

Percentaging of Tables 

In most of these tables, percentages are based on the table’s entire sample and the 
group shown is described by the column and row labels. Even in Tables 4, 5, and 6, the 
percentages with degrees in each field are shown as a percentage of the table’s entire 
sample, not as a percentage of those who received degrees. 

In Tables 7, 8, and 9b, percentages are based on the descriptor before the colon. 
Thus the second column in Table 7 shows the percentage of those who attended full-time 
only who had no degree and were out of school. Where the descriptor after the colon is 
“Total Percent,” the columns show the percentage of those described before the colon out 
of the table’s entire sample. 




