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n essential part of MDE’s ongoing efforts to improve

literacy achievement, the second goal of Michigan’s

Top 10 Strategic Education Plan, includes identifying

resources that provide the opportunity to experience
educational materials that reflect learners’ identities such as,
race, ethnicity, gender, socioeconomic status, and ability. This
guidance document offers practical information on how to
establish or refine a diverse classroom library. It extends on the
information of creating engaging literacy learning environments
for students described in MDE’s Equity in Literacy document.

It is first important to understand WHY diverse libraries are
important and WHAT diversity might include when thinking
about HOW to develop a diverse classroom library. The
questions in each section are designed to guide you in
thinking about the complexity of diversity in reading
materials and the impact on learners.

Why is it important for my classroom library to
include reading material that is authentic, engaging,
motivating, and affirming for all learners?

[t is well-known that the stories learners read have the power to

impact their motivation to engage in literacy activities and to find

purpose and significance in reading throughout their lives. This
occurs when the stories reflect learners’ authentic histories and
experiences, and those of others.

Diverse libraries provide learners:

= Access to content that reflects people’s authentic histories
and experiences, which aids learners in examining their
own lives and structures that shape the world.

= Opportunities to see their identities mirrored in text
which increases a sense of self and belonging.

= Opportunities to reflect on how their lived experiences
are like others and unique in the global society.

= Storylines that counter stereotypes, and honor strengths
and funds of knowledge for all people.
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“Exposing students to
meaningful texts that
represent a diverse set

of backgrounds and
circumstances allows
students to see themselves
and others in the literature
and learning materials.”

~Equity in Literacy, MDE



https://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-80635---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-80635---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Equity_in_Literacy_714794_7.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aWS0YBpGkkE
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Research is clear that many classroom libraries and
curriculum reading materials often lack diversity in
identity representation, authentic experiences, and
various perspectives (Muhammad, 2020; Tatum, 2009).
Instead of providing a single story of who people are
and can be, it is recommended classroom libraries reflect
Mirrors, Windows, and Sliding Glass Doors, an analogy
first created by Rudine Sims Bishop, suggesting that
classroom reading materials should reflect the accuracy
of our world. Mirrors are about learners seeing
themselves in reading materials, while windows are
about accurate depictions of others’ experiences in the
world. As learners gain knowledge and understanding of
themselves and the world, this knowledge acts as sliding
glass doors to gain access to choices, opportunities, and
desired outcomes.

As you engage in self-reflection, ask:
What do |, as the teacher, need to know - What are my identities, beliefs, and
ahout myself, and how does that influence experiences?
my selection of reading material for my
classroom library?

- How does my background influence how
| experience the world and interpret the

It is vital to start with one’s mirror, self-reflecting experiences of others?

on how your individual experiences influence ideas

about learning, perspectives about others, and even + How does my understanding of history,
preferences in reading material, storylines, and genres social systems, and use of |anguage
(Milner, 2007). impact literacy instruction in my
Self-reflection also includes understanding how history, classroom?

systems, and language influence beliefs and shape how
you might teach your learners. There are several tools
available to help with self-reflection, like this one from
the Pennsylvania Department of Education. As you
engage learners in instruction and reading material,
know that language has the power to influence
learners’ perceptions about themselves and the world.

Muhammad, G. (2020). Cultivating Genius: An Equity Framework for Culturally and Historically Responsive Literacy. Scholastic Teaching Resources.
Tatum, A. W. (2009). Reading for their Life:(Re) Building the Textual Lineages of African American Adolescent Males. Heinemann.

Milner, H.R. (2007). Race, Culture, and Researcher Positionality: Working Through Dangers Seen, Unseen, and Unforeseen. Educational Researcher,
Vol. 36, No. 7, pp. 388-400.
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https://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_ngozi_adichie_the_danger_of_a_single_story?language=en
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_AAu58SNSyc
https://www.pbs.org/education/blog/the-importance-of-windows-and-mirrors-in-stories
https://www.pbs.org/education/blog/the-importance-of-windows-and-mirrors-in-stories
https://www.education.pa.gov/Schools/safeschools/equityandinclusion/EPH/SelfAwareness/Individual/Pages/default.aspx
https://greatlakesequity.org/resource/critical-language-style-guide
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How can selecting new reading material engage
and motivate learners?

While achieving high academic standards continues
to be a central goal for all learners, fostering other
competencies is also equally important for lifelong
learning. Included in these competencies is:

= Identity - discovering who they are, who others say
they are, and who they desire to be;

= Intellectualism - learning about the world
around them;

= Criticality - recognizing power, privilege, and
inequalities; and

= Joy - appreciating what reading can do for the mind
and soul (Muhammad, 2020).

Having reading materials in the classroom library

that are motivating and engaging have the potential

to nurture these competencies while also assisting
learners in participating in productive literacy learning
(Muhammad, 2020). Your ability to choose motivating
and engaging reading materials is influenced by your
understanding of the strengths, interests, and lives and
communities of your learners. Additionally, ask learners
what reading materials are interesting and motivating to
them. Learners have insight into what matters most to
them, and the nuances of youth culture can be unfamiliar
to many adults (Morrell, 2002). Knowing what is
interesting and motivating to learners helps deepen your
understanding of them, which in turn helps you identify
appropriate reading materials. This information, coupled
with learners’ input on the design and organization of
the classroom library, can help ensure your classroom
library is respectful of learners and promotes a climate
of caring for oneself, others, and the reading materials.
By involving learners in the development of classroom
libraries, they have greater potential to gain access to
information and ideas that are important to them and
promote agency over their learning.

|
Questions to consider:

What are the identities, cultural
heritages, and histories of my learners
and their communities?

How does this reading material advance
my learners’ understanding of identity of
themselves or other people/cultures?

Does the reading material contain
current and correct information?

Does the reading material connect with
my learners and their interests?

How have my learners contributed to
the selection of reading material in the
classroom library?

How does the reading material advance
my learners’ literacy skills and cultivate
critical thinking?

Muhammad, G. (2020). Cultivating Genius: An Equity Framework for Culturally and Historically Responsive Literacy. Scholastic Teaching Resources.
Morrell, E. (Sept., 2002) Toward a Critical Pedagogy of Popular Culture: Literacy Development Among Urban Youth. Journal of Adolescent and

Adult Literacy, 46(1), 72-77, International Literacy Association.
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How can evaluating current reading material
identify gaps for diversity?

As a classroom library grows and develops, you may realize
your ideas about diversity and equity begin to shift. Various
tools are available (See Learn More below) that can
support you in evaluating the reading materials currently

in your library and provide insight into gaps that may exist.
Furthermore, collaborating with and learning from families
and community members will enhance the diversity of your
classroom library. Families can share what matters to them
and topics that resonate with their children and promote
connections. When you know your families, you are more
likely to choose reading materials that accurately reflect their
experiences instead of stereotypes or single stories. Regularly
talking with learners and their families about the classroom
library and reviewing and evaluating the reading materials
are crucial. This ensures that the classroom library reflects
learners’ evolving identities, interests, and goals.

O
Learn More

Reading Diversity Lite: A Tool for Selecting Diverse Text
(Teacher's Edition)

Reading Diversity: A Tool for Selecting Diverse Text
(Extended Edition)

Guide for Selecting Anti-Bias Children’s Books

A Guide to Selecting Multicultural Literature

A Checklist for Evaluating Diverse Children’s Media

10 Criteria for Choosing Diverse Texts in Your Classroom
Assessing Children’s Literature

Classroom Library Questionnaire

Text Analysis Toolkit: Selecting and Analyzing Texts for
Complexity and Cultural Relevance Toolkit
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Questions to consider:

Does my classroom library contain
a mix of Mirrors and Windows
reading material?

Does the reading material contain
current and correct information?

Does the reading material
connect with my learners and
their interests?

Do learners see themselves in the
reading material, including their
cultures, identities, interests,
experiences, desires, and

future selves?

Does the reading material promote
vocabulary development and
extension of learning and ways

of thinking of the content?

How do | collaborate with and
involve families and community
members in evaluating and choosing
classroom library books?


https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Tools_Guidance_Eval_Bias__Instructional_Materials_704854_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Tools_Guidance_Eval_Bias__Instructional_Materials_704854_7.pdf
https://www.learningforjustice.org/sites/default/files/general/Reading%20Diversity%20Lite%E2%80%94Teacher%27s%20Edition2.pdf
https://www.learningforjustice.org/sites/default/files/general/Reading%20Diversity%20Lite%E2%80%94Teacher%27s%20Edition2.pdf
https://www.learningforjustice.org/sites/default/files/2017-11/Reading-Diversity-v2-Redesign-WEB-Nov2017.pdf
https://www.learningforjustice.org/sites/default/files/2017-11/Reading-Diversity-v2-Redesign-WEB-Nov2017.pdf
https://socialjusticebooks.org/guide-for-selecting-anti-bias-childrens-books/
https://www.bu.edu/africa/outreach/teachingresources/literature-language-arts/selection_guide/
https://joanganzcooneycenter.org/2017/05/08/a-checklist-for-evaluating-diverse-childrens-media/
https://www.writingmindset.org/blog/2018/6/18/10-criteria-for-choosing-diverse-texts-for-your-classroom
https://www.adl.org/education/resources/tools-and-strategies/assessing-childrens-literature
https://www.leeandlow.com/uploads/loaded_document/408/Classroom-Library-Questionnaire_FINAL.pdf
https://achievethecore.org/page/3369/text-analysis-toolkit
https://achievethecore.org/page/3369/text-analysis-toolkit
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Other sources to access diverse
reading materials:

What are some tips for accessing diverse
reading materials to fill a classroom library?

A good place to start identifying diverse reading
material is MDE'’s Celebrating Authors of Color and - Children’s Literature

Their Works of Literature and MAME’s Diverse Book - We Need Diverse Books
Resources. See a list of additional resources at right.

- Diverse Book Finder
«Unite for Literacy
«Social Justice Books

« Diverse Books: Booklists and Related
Resources

« Diverse Classroom Libraries for K-6
Students

- Embrace Race

« The Brown Bookshelf

- American Indians in Children’s Literature
- Diversity Resources

- Latinxs in Kid Lit

- Reading While White

« Cotton Quilts

- MISelf in Books

- Black World Schoolers

- Colorin Colorado: Bilingual Books

- Language Lizard

- Cooperative Children’s Book Center
- The Coretta Scott King Book Award
- Jane Addams Children’s Book Award
- Lee & Low Books

The contents of this document were developed under a grant from the U.S. Department of Education through the Office of Program and Grantee Support Services (PGSS)
within the Office of Elementary and Secondary Education (OESE), by the Region 8 Comprehensive Center at ICF under Award #5283B190013. This contains resources
that are provided for the reader’s convenience. These materials may contain the views and recommendations of various subject matter experts as well as hypertext links,
contact addresses, and websites to information created and maintained by other public and private organizations. The U.S. Department of Education does not control

or guarantee the accuracy, relevance, timeliness, or completeness of any outside information included in these materials. The views expressed herein do not necessarily
represent the positions or policies of the U.S. Department of Education. No official endorsement by the U.S. Department of Education of any product, commodity, service,
enterprise, curriculum, or program of instruction mentioned in this document is intended or should be inferred.
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https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/APP-A_Celebrating_Authors_of_Color_714795_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/APP-A_Celebrating_Authors_of_Color_714795_7.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1G-UngR3HCjSagIC4fkq8we4pNYq6s9eOsB__3X4VscQ/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1G-UngR3HCjSagIC4fkq8we4pNYq6s9eOsB__3X4VscQ/edit
https://ssfabw.com/childrens-literature/
https://diversebooks.org/
https://diversebookfinder.org/
https://growingreaders.uniteforliteracy.com/
https://socialjusticebooks.org/
https://www.colorincolorado.org/books-authors/diverse-books-booklists-and-related-resources
https://www.colorincolorado.org/books-authors/diverse-books-booklists-and-related-resources
https://www.readingrockets.org/article/diverse-classroom-libraries-k-6-students
https://www.readingrockets.org/article/diverse-classroom-libraries-k-6-students
https://www.embracerace.org/resources/where-to-find-diverse-childrens-books
https://thebrownbookshelf.com/
https://americanindiansinchildrensliterature.blogspot.com/
https://www.scbwi.org/diversity-resources/
https://latinosinkidlit.com/about/
http://readingwhilewhite.blogspot.com/
https://edicottonquilt.com/
https://miselfinbooks.glideapp.io/
https://www.blackworldschoolers.com/
https://www.colorincolorado.org/books-authors
https://www.languagelizard.com/
https://ccbc.education.wisc.edu/
https://www.ala.org/rt/emiert/cskbookawards
https://www.janeaddamschildrensbookaward.org/
https://www.leeandlow.com/

